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AT HOME AND ABROAD,
———-

THE judgment of Mr. Justice Denniston with
respect to the licensing committee at Bydenham
and to which we referred briefly in our last issue,
whether it is boroe out on appeal or not, appears
yery consistent with just law and common ssase, His Honour's
judgment was, ia effect, (1) that a remewal of licencea could not be
refused merely on the grounds that a majority of the rate-payers
were opposed to it, and (2) that the committes were bound to con-
sider whether licensed bouses were required by the reasonabls wants
of regidents degiring to purchase liguor, Indeed, to turn a liceneing
committee fnto a committee enforcing prohibition seems something
like & contradiction in terms, for what, in fact, is the uee of & liceps-
ing committes it no licences are to be granted ? By an act of com-
plete rejection the committee destroys its own raison d' étre, and
should cease to exist As the Juige pnintel omt, the Acts had boen
passed for police pnrposes, for the right and orderly regulation of the
trade, and not for doing away with it altogether, He describ:d ths
right claimed as a serivus interferenca with lhibarty—'* the right of
what may be a bare mjirity to impose upon 1 minority the consequa-
ences of certain views of the majori ¥v.” We have no desire to say a
word in favoar of the abuaz of the liquor trade, On the contrary,
from itevery natare we belicve it necessary to place it under very
striot and careful control. But it is also needfal that abuses showld
not creap into the coatrol, which, in turg, is a matter far from
imposgib'e. [t is, in fact, alm st ag neceeiary to limit the power nf
the controliing body as it is to restrict the liberty of the trade.
Favouritism, prejudice, evea wilfal injnstice, amounting to opprassion,
for example, m+y be emoloved. In fact, it might not be hard to
guote an instance in wn:eh ssne aash motive szems to be at work
without going very far to look for it, W: k rowonresives of two honses,
of which one hag baen frequently complained of, and boars in ite
weighbourhool a reputation for anythiny rather than exceptionally

good management, OFf the other no complaint has ever bazn made,
sand every one acquainted with it acknowledges that it hag been alwaya
admirably conducted. ¥et the licence of the first bas been granted

and that of the second refused, There seems, wmoreover, to ba soma

defect in that reason sometimes assizned for closing a house, to ths
effect that it is too mear ancther of the kind., If such proximity
leads to a barmful rivalry, if the proprietors vie with each other in
offering inducements to people to drink, or any other abuse is found
to be the consequence, the reason indeed holds good, Bat
in such ocases ag thosa in which well managed houses
stand cloee together, why shoulil one be shut merely to give

additional trade to the other? Nay, the effect of this may be harm-
tal, for thers is mora danger of abuses occurring where business is too
brisk to admit of minute wa'chfulness, Or, again, if a house be shut
because that appeal ad misericordiam so often and so excusably put
forward attaches to it, relative to the runoing to and fro ol children
with cans and jugs, is it more humane or Christian te force the poor
things to travel thres or four streets instead of one or two!? The
question, in short, may very well be entertained as to whetberi is
not advisable to liniit rather than increase the powers of commttees,
and in every case in which a house is well conducted to make a re.
newsl of licence ohligatory, As to prohibition, the matter ia a
sericug one, and 1te discussion must ba undertaken gerioudly ani at
length. There i@ much, no donbt, to ke said in favour of it, and there
iegomething to ba urged agsinst it. Of its working in the Stite of
Maint, for example, acconnts vary, are so various, in fact, as to make
it aem that nothing but personal knowlsdge and experience could
solve the doubt, In avother of the Btates, Rhode Island if we re-
collect aright, it was tried some two or three years ago and abaodoned
after a bricf trial, What, however, must seem avident to every mau
of cool judgment and sound sense is that, to be successful, if it be
capable of snccers, it must be tbe fruita of legislation and must
embrace a whole country ingtead of resulting from the bumours of a
ciique, and being confined to soms limited locality. Partial probibi-
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tion, ag indeed we Bee, is an nndertaking worthy oanly of fanatics and
to be adopted by men whose motivea are, in some cases at least, very
doubtful. Thera can be little riek in predicting that it is certain to
prave a failure, and that to ruin men who are honestly conducting
the pablicans’ trade is an injoatice as absard as it is grievons. It is,
besides, in some degree indirect robbery, becanse the question of com-
pensation to pablicans in the event of a general probibition is still an
open one, andjthe mea whose houses are arbitrarily closed in partica-
Iar districts are deprived of their chance of benefitting by its eoln-
tion. Who, indeed, believes that either in Sydeabam or in Rosalyn or
in any cther locality in which a probibition commitiee puisues its ill-
eongidered plans, there will be one drunkard the less at the end of
the year? No ose, certainly, who has any experience of the drunkard
or bis ways, If Judge Denniston’e decision, tberefore, puts an end to
the foolish and buallying attempt slluded to even these ill-advised
committees themselves may bave reason to be thanktul for escapiog
the ridicale due to failure.

THE London Tablet is quite deleghted at Mr Para
BEJOICING IN nell's defalcation with respect to Mrs O'Bhea, The
INIQUITY, Catholicism on stilts which our exalted contem-
porary 8¢ finely represents is evidently quite above
the obligations of charity. On the contrary, it rejoices in iniquity.
The ' whisperings of a woman ™ that have done for Mr Parneil what
the snowa of Russia did for Napoleon are to it matter, it would seem,
for warm congratulation. The Yabief tella na that the whisperings of
Mra O'8hea have produced the same effcet on the Plan of Campaipn
ag did the enows of Ruseia on the invasion of Napoleon, Batisthers
really oo difference in the sources whenee the punishment in question
proceeded ! As for the snows of Russia—* B-fore the face of Hin
cold who shall abide?” Perhaps, in dealing with the mere Irigh 1t
was becoming that the devil, the father, for example, o! adaltery,
should be called ia to aid., Nevertheless, for pezople less exalted and
claiming ordinary privileges only, there appears to be some degree of
blasphemy in the ccmparison. But does our aristocratic contem-
porary really understand what he is doing when be makes his high
and mighty attack upon the Plan of Campaiga, and, in effect, asserts
that the devil was called in, in the person of an adultress, to chastise
ail those who had any part in supporting it. We may give up to him
bishopa of Irish nationality, wherever they are to be found—or, at
least, of his own saccord he will make short work of them, In the
eyes of the party the Tablet represents, Irish nationality seems to be
regarded as offering an effectual bar to the reception of the Apostolical
succcession. But our excellent coatemporary brings a very for
midable sccusation of flagrant discbedience to the Pope againat
bishops who are opea to no such reproach, Tet us take Australasia
ag an example, Mr John Dillon, on his return from his late tour in
thesa colonies, made altogether in the inleresta of tha Plan of Oam-
paign, and for no other purpose than to obtain assistance and support
for the tenants engaged it, was able to declare with trath that, with
the exception of one Italian nshop, the whole bierarchy of the colonies
had given him their active sympathy. Oarcontemporary’s accusation
then, has a wider bearing taan he appears to suspect, It is not only
Mr Dilion and Mr O'Brien and the newspaper representing Me
M'Carthy he arraigns, but several prelates who bave nothing
of the tru~ulent trish taiot ahoot them and whom even the
Tablet cannot belicve to bave off red any impediment in their
blood t» the grace of conszeration, There fur particular example, is
the iishop of Auckland—no o.e calis in questi n bhis Lordship's
purely Boglish ortgin and character. O on« o-easion, indeed, the
Auckland correspondent of the Otage Daily Tinv g wpprovingly hailed
hia Ly labip as an Englishman 6 st and (a4 o & Cath)lic, That was
a calomny, but 1t shows ug the reput»in which ths Bushop's pur sang
and atachmeant to his nationality is heli—nd yet Dr, Lock ga7e g
patronaga to Mr Dilloa's ohjet,  Must the blighting influence of Mra
O'8he va whiepers, taerefore, be also invoked agains. Dr. Luck ! At
Wellmgton, again Mr Dillon was most co,dially receaived, Does
Archbishop Redwood come uuder the stigm 4 of rebellion ' The sume
is true with regard to Chris'eburer. Yet Dr. Grimes, within the
last few months, has been treated by the Pope with especial affection
—uay, has even been rewarded by His Holiness with a haodsome
gift, If the snowas of Russia falling as a celestial chastisement on



