
Committee with a President, Treasurer, and Secretary, whose duty it
would be toorganise various entertainments forraising money. MrsBroad,who was proposedas President,declinedon the ground that
her domeiticduties would prevent her from attending the meetings
regularly, and Mrs G. A. Macquartewas thenjuaanimously elected and
kindly consented to act aa President. Mrs Broad agreed to act as
Hon.Treasurer, and Miss McGee as Hon. Secretary. The election ofa working committee was left over until the next meeting. Itwa*
resolved,however,to take steps at once tohave a Christmas Tree on
an unusually grand scale, and a Cake Show insome large hall, as■conaspossible. Itwasstated that the young men of the congrega-
tion would hay« a committee of their own and intended gettiog up
concertsand probably an Art Union.

The Financial statement wasdeliveredby the Hon.J. BalltnceonTuesdtyevening. Achief point,however,is that thereis asurplus
of £143,965, fromlast year,that estimated for the current year being£257,660. The report reaches us only as we go to press.
The estimated expenditurefor the yearamounts to £4,155,105. The
surplms willbe appliedin part to establishing a penny post, aiding
settlementof the lands, andpaying off a portion of the deficit of
1888. Another pointof interestin the Statement is the proposalto
substitute for the property tax agraduated landand income tax.

MbDeCobain'sconstituentspurposeofferingstrongopposition
to his expulsion from the House of Commons." Well, it would be a
pity todeprivethem ofa congenial representative,ifonly the decent
Membersof the Honse could at allmanage tostomach his company.

The South AustralianRegister of June 2 givesus the following
particulars respecting thedeath of a lady who,a few yearsago, was
resident for a short time, inDunedin :—

""
It was considered unneces-

sary tohold an inquestupon thebody of MrsMary Alice L'Estrange,
who died suddenly at her apartments,Edinburgh House, Victoria-
square, at about 11 o'clock on Friday morning last, her medicalattendant,Dr. J.A. G. Hamilton,having certified that the causeof
death wasdisease of theheart. With a few weeks intermission Mrs
L'Estrangehad resided in Adelaide for about tenmonths, and was a
highly edacatedandaccomplished lady,much esteemedby themany
friends whohad the privilegeof her acquaintance."

The Paris correspondent of the Timet telegraphs: The IrishFund in Paris, as ascertained in connection with the recent corres-
pondence between Mr Parnelland Mr M'Carthy, is £40,000. It was£48,000 but Mr O'Brien drew £B,OOJ for the Relief Committee.

Thi Wellington correspondentof the OtagoDaily Time* gives
hi the following sinister paragraph :— "A peculiarquestion is likely
tobe tabledshortly in the House. A certain section of the membershas been actively engaged to-day in endeavouring to find some
membersoutside that circle who will consent to father the query in
order that it maynot seem too pointed. The questionis as to theage,length of service, andreligion of the officers in aparticular de-
partment who have respectively been dismissedand retained, the
objectbeing to show that all officers belonging to acertain religious
body have been retained in the service, while those selected for dis-
missal were inevery case outside this favouredsect. A privatemeet-
ing of members holding particular religious views was held thismorning, whenitwasdecided that notice should begiven of aquestionto the effect stated above, with the view of eliciting and exposing the
facts as they were alleged to be. Considerabledifficulty has beenexperienced,however, in finding a member willing to

'
bell the cat

'
in tbis matter, and as the promoters of the movement are reluctant
to appear in itpersonally lest they should seem to be actuated by
sectarian prejudices, it isnot unlikely that the attempt to drag the
facts into daylight may fail, for the simple reason that nobody
relishes the unpleasant andsomewhat invidioustask of moving in the
matter. Begret is expressedthat Mr Goldie is not here, as he would
probably have taken up the question with the utmost zest." Of
course there is only one religion in tho colony to which this para-
graph can apply. "Jew,Turk and Infidel may enter herebutnot a
Papist." Can itbe possible thatthehue and cry raised bya "

Justiceof thePeace "
and the rest of thepack in the correspondencecolumns

of the Duoedin Star hasreally obtained attention? If so troubled
times lie before the Catholics of the colony, and it is hard to say
where the mattermay end. Nothing will satisfy the mob alluded toshort, for instance, of the gallows and ripping knives of her Satanic
Majesty Queen Bess. Such agitations as that referred to, however,
are generally got up in favour of men not worth their salt as the
saying is, and in whose favour nothing rational can be advanced.

THE result of theBaccirat case appears to have beenrather for-
tunate for the man who lost it. Sir William Gordon Cumming,
although cashiered from the army, has been married upon the spot
by amost devoted, beautiful, anI wealthy young lady, andhas been
accordei an enthusiastic reoeption by the tenants oa his ancestral
estate ia Scotland. And, by the way, the young lady being wealthy,
is itnot apity she did not marry Sir William some little time before,
at least, if it be true that he did cheat at cards, and that he did so
because of pecuniary embarrassment. There is,however,somedoubt
on the subject of which we would giveSir WilliamG>rdon Cumming
the fullbenefit. It is the unhappy Prince of Wales, who has comein
for theheaviest share of blam?. The whole country seem9to have
been turnedloose against him,and botb in Press and pulpit his mis-
doing itseverely denounced. As itbecomes a loyalsubject, weareglad to see thatHer Majesty the Queen does not permit the disgrace
of hersonand heir to prey uponher miod, asit might be feared she
would. It is announced, for example, that she is about to attend
publicly tobear Madame Melbasing in opera. Under the circum-
itances the eventmustbe taken as significant.

Thebb is ameeting of Greek with Greek between Sir Robert
Stout and the Otago Daily Tines. The Timet,says Sir Robert Stout
is as much a bioatsd aristocrat and be himself ia, because he owns
shares in theNew Zealand Piae Company. Sir Robert replies that
the leader writer of the Tunes is everything he ought not tobe,and
threatens him with dire exposure. Sir Robert further declares that,
in taking ths timber off the land the Company is acting the part of
apublic benefactor, and, uotil the season arrives for aneven distri-
butionof goods, Sir Robert may as well be left toenjoy bis property
in peace. We canunderstand thathe loathe* the existingcondition of
things which obliges him to do so ;bat the circumstances of the
times compel him to submit to it. Just as, for instance, he declares
he must do as he loathes, if theDaily Times compelshimby inter-
feringany further withhis private concerns. Sir Robert characteris-
tically calls on the community to frown down his intention. The
Times meanwhile evidently does not like Sir Robert Stout's threat to
invade his privacy In revenge andexpose the leader writer. He
quotes in deprecation the ethics of journalism which, he says, does
not permit anything of the kind. The ethics of journalism, never-theless, varies. In America, for example, we find journalises addres-
sing one another by name— andsometimes a great deal dependson
the identity of the writer. Sir Robert and the Times, however,
appear tolerably well matched, and it cannot fail to be amusing to
see the fight between them fought out.The Qaeensland shearers' strike has come to an end, another

warning to men to look before they leap. A good deal now depends
on how the pastoralistsmake useof their victory. The opportunity
offers of effecting a lastingsettlement, if they have the wisdom to
avail themselves ofit. On the otherhand the world oflabouris again
admonished,by the failure of such partial efforts, of the necessity for
general combination,and ihey at least will not fail to profit by the
lesson. Thevictors,therefore,neednot be over jubilant.

Messrs. Malcolm and Grigg, Georgestreet,Dunedin,are theNewZealand agents for Badam'smicrobe killer, which is said tosurpassby far thatof the famous Dr.Koch.
Messrs F. Howell andCo.'s action in securioga showroom inacentral position (next City Hotel, Princes street, Dnnedin) wouldhave been justifiable had it been taken merely toexhibit their Eng-

lish Model Piano. The term
"

Knglish model
"

signifies a class of'piano specially manufactured by their firm for the purpose of sup-plying the local demand for a first class instrument at a reasonable
price;and as itcombines all the most recent patents and improve,
ments contained in Enropean-made instruments, it can honestly be
compared with the best Eoglish and German pianos selling at from
50 guineasupwards. The price of the English Model is only 40guineas,and intending purchasers are invited to inspect andcriticise
the tone and touch, which are simply exquisite. This pianois guar-
anteed for six years, and to judge from the flattering testimonials
will become the favourite instrument throughout Otago. Easy
termsof parchww airawred.

Inanote toapaper on English Freemasonry recently published
by him, and which wequoteelsewhere, the Rev. Father Clarke, S.J.,
writes as foil >ws:— "

The following is the oath taken by the Appren-
tice at his initiation. Ican vouch for its substantial but not its
verbal accuracy. "

Iswear in theNameof the Supreme Architect of
all worlds,never to reveal the secrets, the signe, the grips, the pass
wordg, the doctrines, or the customs of the Freemasons, and to pre-
serve with resptot tothem Aneternal silence, Ipromise andswear
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to God never to betray any of themeitherby writing, by word,or
gesture ;never tocause them tobe written, lithographed, orprinted
never tomake public anything of that which has now been confided
to me, or of that which shall be confided to me in the future. I
pledge myself to this andsubmit myself to the followingpenalties if
Ifail in keeping mv word:They may bum my lips witha red hotiron, they may cut off my hand, they may pluck out my tongue, they
may cut my throat, they may hang up my dead body in a lodge
during the admission of a new Brother as a scourge for my faithless-ness and as a terrible warniog to others ; then they mayburn it and
cast ita ashes to the winds, to the end that thert maynot remain a t
single trace of the memory of my treason. So help me God,
Amen.'

"
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