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SPIRITED ADDRESS BY BIR BRYAN
O'LOGHLEN, M.L.A.
—_——
(Melbourne Advocats, June 6.)

THE unveiling of the bronzs statue erected in front of Bt. Patrick's
Cuthedral to the memory of Danisl O’'Oonnell tnok place, in the
presence of a Inrge and enthusiastic assemblage of the public, on
8atorday afternoun,
Bir Bryan O'Loghlen, who was recsived with astorm of applause
sajd—

My Lord Archbishop, Ladies and gentlemen,. -To-day is a white
letter day in my life—I may say ita prondest day—for the high
honour has besn conferred on me of unveiling the statne of the great
O'Coonell—~the Liberator of the Irish Catholics and the foremost
champion of the Legislative Independence of Ireland (cheers). We
are twelve thousand miles away from the scene of his trivmpha, and
forty-four years have gone by eince hia death, yet we love and admire
him as strongly ee ever (cheers). To-day is the thirtieth of May, the
annoiversary of two thirtioths of May remarkable in the history of
O’'Ccnnell and of Ireland. The first, forty-seven years ago, wWe
execrate. The second, forty-six years ago, we celebrate here to-day.
The first was the day of his imprisonment, the second was the day
when a trinmphant nation haited him a8 otill their chosen chief at
& national levée at the Rotunda in Dublin (cheers). His imprison.
ment was both illegal and unjast. Unjust becanse Judge Barton,
who sentenced him, exonerated 0'Connell from any intention of using
fares or violence, and further said O’Connell had used his unbounded
influence to keep and preserva the peace. As a matter of fact, a
packed jury had found & parisan political verdict, and this sentence
was based on that verdict. Q'Conneli'a imprisonmeat was illegal, as
judgment was resarved by the highust court of the tealm, and Lord
Denman, one of the Law Lords, in delivariog judgment of reversal
wed the historical words : “ If sach practices &8 have taken place in
the present instance in Iraland, shonld eontinde the trial by jury
wounld become a mackery, a delusion, and a snare,” Three monthsof
imprisonment passed away before the final decision was given in
favour of O'Connell, Ia those days thers was no telegraph syatem,
but we had organmised a oational telegraph, Oa every bill and
moantain top heaps of wood had heen erected, Oa Thursday, the 5th
September, the Meduaa arrived in Kingstown, I well remember the
w1ld excitement—the cheering along the roads of distant Clare
—=848 in the gioaming of that antumn evening mountain peak
and hilltop blazed in succession to the gkies, flaghed the
glorions pews of the releass of our pation's leader (cheers). On
the 30th of May following, in '45, the whole of Ireland sent deputations
from ita counties, citigs, and tewns to levde 0'Connell. Two hundred
thousand people paid their homags o O'Connell i the strezts of
Dublin ae he passed with the other Bepeal Martyrs it trivmphal pro-
cession, and within the Rotuoda, what a gloricusa sight? The mayors
and councillors in their ecarlet robes; tbe '82 ¢lub in their green and
gold, I remember well all the leading Nationalista were there;
Thomas Davis, Johu Mitchell, Richard O’'Gorman, Gavan Duffy, Dr.
Gray, my brother Colman, Meagher of the flisbing sword. (A voice,
“ Bmith O'Brien””) Yes, I saw Smith O'Brien present to 0’Connell
8 solemn pledge gigned indivi fuslly by those present, that they, one
and all, would never desist from seeking by every lawful means the
Legialative Independence of Ireland until it is obtained (cheers).
That is the 30th May, of which we celebrate to-day the aDuiversary,
The pledge taken that day has been kept faitbfully and will bear trui-
tion yet in the restoration of its Partiament to Ireland (eneers).
And this chosen champion of our pation, what manner of min was
he? Whns he endowed with a spark of Archaangel fire, or was he
inspired like the prophets of old ! He was neither, Hua was but a
man, with all tbe passions, sll the weaknesses of msn, but big mte'-
lect, and his soul, hia will, and hia congcience, all the higher ethereal
parts of his being, in ita beanty and strength, completely overaha.
dowed and eclipsed the blemishes {cheers). We were blind to bis
woskpesses-—we saw only bis virtues and his talents~much aswhen we
gaze upon the firmament of Heaven, with allits glory of conntless atars,
this lower earth is left aside ont of our charmed vigion aad forgotren
(cheers). Now what were his principles? I have often thought
they lay in the first two petitions of the Lord's Prayer tbat he learned
in Gaelic at his mother's knee. “ Ar n-atair a ta air neabh, go naom-
far t-anam, go tainic do riogdac.” * Qur Father who art in Heaven.
Hallowed be Tby name, Thy Kingdom come.” He raast
have conned thess worde over and over ; out on the parple bills of
EKerry, that he loved so well—g.zing on the boundless
expanee of the broad Atlantic, and hstening to the boom of its
mighty rollers endlessly breaking on its ¢liffs and headtands—his soui
must have drunk in the greatness of God the Creator (cheers), He
roust bave felt that every man owes unceading praise to His name.
and that the duty lies upon every man of intellectnal foree to bring
about to the wtmost of his power the Kiagdom of God on earth,
These words made all men brotbers in his eyes—sharers in that
Kingdom, whether Catholic, Dissenter, or Jew—whether kLig own
countryman or & Pole—whether the white pauper of the United

N

Kingdom, or the negro slave of Jamacia or the Btates, All, in his
eyes, were entitled, not to an equality of intellect, strength, or beauty,
of rink, power, or money, but, as sabjecta of that Kingdom, to an
equality of rights, an equality of justics, an equality of good goverg-
ment, an equality of freedom—in a word, entitled to civil and
religion - liberty (cheers). His two principles were these—first, plory
te God ; and, second, ordered liberty. If he wanted any confirma-
tin of there convictione of his, ther: were the words of the angelio
song, * Glory be to God on kigh, and peaco on earth to men of good-
wil,” Epitomise these words, and you may shortly say that
O0'Counnr-il’s life-long principles wers what are ours to-day —Iaith and
freedom (cheers). In his dying days he exemplified (hese prineiples.
* I leave my sonl to God, my heart to Bome, and my body to Ireland.*”
Tuoe he crystalised hia beart-whole devotion to bis Church and his
country. Lord O'Hagan, late Io-d Chancelior of Treland, wrote of
O'Connell as the Apostle of Liberty and the enemy of license,
O'Connell, had reconciled order and progress, and identified religion
with the advancement of human right, The famous Montalem-
bert addressed O’Counell on his lagt journey through France
not only as “the man of one nation,” but “the man of
Christendow,” for he had shown all nations how lo combina the
cause of liberty with that of refigion and order (cheers). What,
then, were his methods? Discussinn, agitation, and publio
meeting~—public meeting, agitation, and discussion. Blessed with a
grest presence—sa smile that won the beurt—a voice as clear, ad
silvery, and as far penetratizg aa the tones of a bell—with a mag-
netic eympathy drawing all men towards him —with & power to play
at will apon all the chords of the human heurt—evoking in turn
mirth and laughter, indignation and booling, elation and cheering,
ridicule and jeers, secorn and groans, pity and tears— blessed, too,
with a vigour and terseness and variety of argument to convinee hisg
friends and to overwhelm bis opponents, he devoted all these gifts to
the service of his country (cheers). After more than tweoty years of
unsuccessful effart in support of the Ostholic claims and the Repaal
of the Union, in the year 1823 he fonnded the Catholic Association,
which the Government suppressed by Act of Parliament in 18285,
Nothing daunted, be founded the new Catholic Asssciation, which
body attained much infinence that, in the general election of 1826, it
succeeded in returning seven more emangipators, and ousting their
opponents from Waterford, Bonth Monaghan, and Armagh (chears).
Its suecessful wenpon was the franchise gained in 1793 from the Irish
Parliament. The talisman bad been fonnd. The man ta usa it was
there, and the honr came, Vesey Fitzgerald took office in the
Goveroment. The seat for Clare became vacant, and O’'Congell, tha
proscribed Catholie, was returmed by a majority of two to ong
(cheers), All houour to the electors of Clare who thus changed the
destiny uf their racs and the future of the world to all time (cheers).
Peel and Wellington sckpowledged themeelves beaten, and carriad
emancipation in 1929, While celgbrating this almost miraculous
soccead of O°Connell, let us pay a tribate of those noble Pro-
lestanta who fir years rencunced power, place, and pay that
juetice might be done to their f2llow-countrymen, for withous
their aid the Cathoiics alooe conld not have ecarried emanci-
pation (cheers}. 0'Counell did not rest here, He threw himesif
into the nrena of Parliament, and helped to carry the Reform Act of
'32, the Tithes Commutation Act, the Emaocipation of the Dissentera
and of the Jews, the Test and Corporation Acts, Bub the one qaes:
tion thst he made his own, that for forty.five years he proclaimed to
ke of more importanee to Ireland than evea Emancipation, was the
Legislative Independence of his country—the Repeal of the Union
(cheers)  Like another Mogea it was not given to him to sea that
promised land, though he had fed his people out of the housas of bon-
dige. But his spirit at12! lives. It walks abroad. His workq have
not been in vain. That canse will ¥et triumpb, and Ireland, as sure
a8 to-morrow’s san will rise, will yet see her own Pachamens in Col-
lege Green (cheers). There is one great lesson in O’'Connell's life for
all men. Btaed up for the right, in and out of seagon, for the saake
of right, regardiess of the coapequences to oneself But therais a

second, bear good will o all men—know no distinction of racs, eoloar,
orereel.  Let not diffzrence in religion or polities create dissension.
Let each man act up to the begt of his lighta to promote fall, civil, and
religious liberty, and though like O'Connell he may not live to sea the
promised land of his political desire, yet like O'Conrell he shall hear
the words : “ Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou
into tke joy of the Lord.” My Lord Archbishop, 1 bave been reques-
ted by the committee of subscribers to the O'Connell statue to entruat
i1t to the custody of your Grace and your Grace's succeszory, in trust
for the cititens of Melbourne, with every confidence that bere, in
frort of (hat splendid cathedral that is dedicated to our national
saiut, the statue of his great spiritu.! son, O’Connell~—second io none
in the benefits he conferred on the Trish nation—will be preserved for
future sges to the utmast of your and their power,

On resuming bis seat 8ir Bryan was louily applanded.

Coal of all descriplic:nisﬂEn;y_beiordered of Messrs Longworth
and song, Btuart street, Dunedin, and will be fonnd of satisfactory
qualities, and supplied at the lowest rates,



