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THE EDUCATION SYSTEM,
e
(From the Lake Wakatip Mail,)

IT in somewhat curions, an well as a aignificant fact, that in all the
rage for retrenchment displayed by the present Government, the
Eduostion Department has nst been tonched, The appropriation tor
primary education alone, for the current year, amonnted to £407,764,
aud the Colony is spendiog, at the least, half as much apain un
secondary schools, the Provincia) Universiiy Colleges and the Univer-
nity of New Zealand, It is true thess latter devive the chief part of
their income from land endowments, but as these are from the pablic
estate, it is practically the esme as if the money was granted from
the ordinary revenue, Necessarily, nnder the existing system, the
expendi ure on education most increase year by year in proportion to
the population, and there can he no finiteness as to the amouot which
may be reqoired. The Boman Catholica refuse Lo send their children
to the Btate scbouls ; it they were to do so it would involve a further
charge to the Colony of, at least, £ 40,000 irrespective of the necessity
which would ariee for increased echool accommodation in order to
house 12,000 more pupils. They have to pay taxes like other people,
and at a great expense to entirely provide schools for themselves.—
Wo say nothing just now as to the success or otherwise of the educa-
tion system by law established, and, although it is admitted to be
defective in certain important easentiala for soceess, we will even
concede that it turns out a fuir proportion of well-inatructed,decently
cultured yoang people ; but the question forces itself upon the atten-
tion—whether the country is not paying * too dear for ita whistle'
in the matter. The aggregate annual cost is not far short of three
qguarters of a million of money, and, mureover, a not unimportant
section of the population is in A chronic etate of discontent. BSurely
withont abandoning the principle that every child must be educated,
some reasonable means might be devised for lightening the bardan
which now presses so heavily on the taxpayer,and must press heavier
year by year. The Minister for Education—that very opinionated
and self-sufficient young gentleman, Mr. W, P. Reeves—han qoite
recently dectared that the Cabinet are not in favour of either directly
or iniirectly reducing the expenditnre of the Department. Even
warm supporters of the system have expressed the opinion taat
material reduction migat be effected, without risking eficiency, by
limitation of the school age, charging fees with the higher etandards,
eic,, bot it would appesr that the labour delegates, who really rule
the roost, are steadfast in the determination to maintain things as
they are, and indeed, one of the most blatant of them has seriously
proposed that the school booka should be supplied by the Government
free, gratis, and thos & further annual expense of abont £100,000
would be thrown opon the revenne.

We may expect next that it will be insisted upon that the child-
ren attending the echools shall be supplied with luocheon and kep
in sboe leather at the public expense, It is in the dietrizt which
enjoys the privilege of being repcesented by this delegate that, im-
mediately in front of a echooi attended by over 800 children there
rune, or rather stagnates, a pestilential dich, As neither the
Edueation Board por the 8chool Committee have been in funds to rc-
move or to abate that dangerons puisance, an appeal was made to the
parents of the pupila in attendance, whose bealth is continually risked,
The emount collected for the purpose after a vigoreus beat-up was
under £1! The idea evidently is that the general tax.payer i to
stand the whole racket, and pareots are to be absolately free from
trouble or expense, [t certainly behoves the producing classss, who
practically have to find the money, to weigh well the pros and cons
of thig question, If things proceed as they are doing, half the eatire
available revenua of tha colony will soon be absorbed in m .int . ining
the educational system, the results of which, up to the present time,
are by no means reassuring, if we may judge by the ganga of lar:i.
kins by which the large towns are infested. With regard to eecond-
ary edocation, provided or subsidised by the State in Distrieé High
Behools, High Schools and Colleges, there is smail room for doubt
but that the expanse might fairly be borne by the pareats, and the
public revenues to that extent relieved. One effect of educatica
beyond the elemente of being open to all, has been to dissatisfy the
children of all claseas with homely employments and country work
The buys all want billeta in offices, while the girls despise and wi.l
have nothing in the shape ot domestic service or house-work. Thrre
were in Dunedin the other day over 350 applications for some 37
wacancice of pupil teachers under the Kincation Board ; whilst a
legal gentleman, to our knowledge, who advertised for an office-boy
at 52 a week, received 55 anplications—apveral from grown lade who
had passed the highest atandards in the city schools. This is what
oor edncational system is bringing about, and it can bard'y be re-
garded with satisfaction from any point of view. Let there be free
and compulsory education by all means up to a certain standard, so
a8 to secure that every child shall learn to read, write, and cypber,
bunt beyond that—or very soon after—let parenta contribute to the
cost of instraction. To meet the case of specially clever children,
who are by no means a common production, there might be a liberal
system of acholarebips, to be competed for ia the primary schocln,

Those really qualified for intellectnal employments would by this
means kavr full opportanity of following their bent, whilst the g eat
mas9 wonld fall into the groove intend=d for them by nature—ns
wuil a8 80 mach needed in oor young country-—aad tacklo real hard
wurk, as colonists should do.

PASSBIRG AWAY.
———
(From the Adelaide South-rn Cross.)

Ir has always been a m«ttor of gratiica won 1o Irishmen, when
taunted with their want of sa2c 8410 'he Lind of their birth, to point
to the number of their couairym'n wnao have attaioed bonour and
distinction in every other part of the worll. Men to whom the alien
Governm ‘nt of their coustry off2red no honourable cireer have in
otherclimes become emiaent ia every walk of lifz. This waek there
have passed away two men who aff rd strikiag examples of tha troth of
thesa ramarkes, They diffared in ore2d and in political opinions. The
one hailed from the b.ack North, the other from tha #)uth ; but it
was the Ulster man who profeised the religious and political erzed of
the majority ¢f the people, while the Monster man adbered to tha
faith of the minority. Our readers will ses that we vefer to the Iate
Hon, John Macrossan, of Queensland, and Bir Francis Muarphy, of
¥ictoris, both of whom joined thagreat mijority on Monday last,

John Murtagh Macrossan was bira in County Donegal in 1832,
Like so many otber stalwart young Irishmaa be left bis native land
at an early age to seek his frtane b:yoad the sea, Wi.b no friends
or favoura beyond those secured by his ow=a stoat heart and willing
hande he advanced himself np from the position of a workiog miner
to that of & leader in the ciuncils of his adoptel zouatry. Queens.
land was the colony in which he settled. He entered Parliament inm
1873, and in 1879 became Minister of Mines and Works, and has been
I office almost constantly since then till the pregeat Griffith-
Mcllwraith combination, The dece.sed member was an ardent
advocate of Faderation, which he did much to forward. He wasa
brilliant debster and A great authority on mining matters.
M icrosean was a thorough liberal in politics, and always a stausch
advocate of the claims of the lanl of hiabirth to enjoy the right of
ruling her own destinies, Al the time of the mission of the Ralmond
brothers to Anstralia, eight yeara ago, wiean popular feeling was
strougly excited againat the Irish cause, hs was the only pablic man
holding a portfolic as Minister of ths Crown who had the coarage to
identify himself with the moveman', He was appointed as one of the
dalegates for the National League of Qaeensland to the Itish
Australian Convention, held in Melburne uader the presideatship of
Dr. O'Doh rty, of 48 fame, ia 1883, The meeting of Par.dament
preventad his attendance. but be sent a letter expressing his sunse of
the hooour dooe hum, anl his regret at his inability to be present at
“1be first meeting of United Icishmen in Australiz.”” * I hope,” he
added, “ it will not be the last one.” Macrossan representad Towns-
rille ia the Qieensiand Parliamant, and as a cousistent Home Ruler
advocated the separation of the northern portion of the coluny, and
his death will be a severe blow to that movement. He died m
Sydney, where he was a delegate of the Federal Convention now
sitting ; and ith9 & carions fact that he was a member of the F:deral
Council of the Irish Nado.al Leagus in Australis, elected at the Irish-
Australian Coavaation above referred to, the first Federal Conneil
formed in Australia,

Bir Francis Murphy, who was Speaker of tha V.ctorian Parlia-
ment for some years, was a Cork man by birth, and a doctor by pro-
fession, He arrived in Sydney in 1836, and ten yeara later went to
Victoria, where he engagel in pastoral pursnits, He was elected
member of Parliament in 1851, and Bpeaker in 1856 —a position
woich has always: been beld by countrymen of his till the death of
Peter Lalor, of Eurcka Stockade celebrity, last year. It is a remark-
able fact that Irishmen, who sre acsused of b2ing unfit for elf-govern-
ment at home, have in the eolonies presided over all the colonial
Parliaments with dignity and impartiatity. A tew years ago five of
the colvoial epeakers were natives of the Green Isle. Bir Francia
Murpby tad mttained his 82nd year. He had not taken an active
part in politics for eome yeara.

While spasking of the two distioguished sta‘esmen who have
passed away, we cannot omit also referring to the desth of James
Fletcher, member for Newcastle in tbe S8ydney Parliament. Mr,
fletcher was not en Irishmap, but, like 8ir John Roberteon, a sturdy
8cotch Prutesiant. Like 8ir John, he waa always a true friend to
ireland, and an enthusiastic Home Raler. He presided at the mass
meeling addressed by Jobn Dillon in Sydney in 1889, Mr. Fletcher
was twice a Minister of the Crown. The respect in which he was
held was testifiad by the immense concourss of people who followed
the funeral cortéze. The funeral was the largest seen in Bydoey
since the remsins of the patriot Wentworth were consigned to thewr
last resting-place.

It ia stated that the coloured men in Virglnia own moze thao
6,000,000 dols, worth of property, which apeaks well for their in.
dustry,



