
tablets which wereacquireda few yearsago by the BritishMuseum.
Thekind and tha extentof the astronomicalknowledgepoSNSsedby
the Ohaldees is shownby these two tables,and nowrestson apurer
foundationthan merespeculation.

The ladiesof Parisareembroideringamagnificent carpet for tbe
Katilica of the Sacred Heart, at Montmartre. It will be worth
about100,000 francs. Intbe centre is a view of Montmartre, above
the arms cf the city of Paris, and oneach side tbose of Jeanne d'Aro
and Henri IV., whose armies once encamped near the hill. The
namesof the donors areembroidered on theborder.

BaronNicola', otherwise known as Father Dom Jean Louis
Nioholai, formerly lieutenant-generalin the Bussltn army and aide*
de-camp to the Czar, has died at the monastery of the Grande
Chartreuse, to which he retired about twenty years ago. He was
Governor-General of the Caucasus, and it was he who suppressedtbe
risingunder Schamyl.

Frenob Catholics aremourning thedeathof Sister Celine, who,
during 57 years, andnotably through the tronblous Franco-Prussian
war times, was a tender nurse to tbe vronoded soldiers. She was
born in1800, auditis said that she was one of the most brilliant
dametd'htmneurmt the Court of Cbarles X. After the fall of that
monarch she joined the sisterhoodofSt. Vinoentde Paul.

The Commendatore de Rossi, the veteranexplorerof the Bomin
catacombs, and the chief living authority oq tha antiquities ,of the
first five centuries, is still making important discoveries..He has
latelyunearthed thebasilicaof St. Sylvester, the Pops of Oonttan-
tine's day8, containing the tombs of six of the earliest of the
Roman Pontiffs. He also discovered the tomb of Priscilla, the
mother of the Senator Pudens, in the cemetery bearing her name, a
discovery that carries us back to the apostolic age.

General Sherman, who died recently, was marriedtoa Catholic
ladyof Irish descent,agrand-daughter of one of the men of '98.
Thanks to her influence Catholic chaplains were appointed in tbe
Federal armies during the War of Secession. His sods were
educated as Catholics, andone of them, Father Thomas E. Sherman,
8.J., is now completing a specialcourse ofstudy at the Jesuitoollege
inJersey. The General wasvisited onbis death-bod by a Catholic
priest,who administeredto him the last rites of the Church.

How effectually real power departs from a priest whenoooa b«
has severed himself from the Catholic Church. A writer inonsof
tbe reviews

—
Mr. W. F, Stockley

—
has been giving his opinionof the

influence exercised by ex-Pere Hyacinthe, and from his remarks,
which artbased on personalobservation,itappears that his auditors
scarcelyever regard the would-be reformer as a serious religious
teacher. They treat his place of worshipmoreas a lecture-hall or
theatre tban as a church. Many forget to takeoff theirhatsnntil
they aresome time in the building;conversation is freely indulged
in, and the sermon is disenssed in tbe same way as an address from
M.Francisquede Sarcey at La Salle des Conferences. This is the
preacher npon whose words crowded congregations oncebung with
devout reverence. But greater ecclesiastics than he

—
mensuch as

De Lammennais—became as sounding brass when they fell away
from the teachingof tbe Church.

Everybody who is atall acquainted with life in the Bastknows
how difficult it is to make converts to Christianity amongst the
Orientals. There areno peopleon earth so thoroughly conservative
of usages and religious ideas. So far as Christianity is concerned,
theEast is allbut immovable. Good work, however,is being don«
by Catholic missionaries inmany Eastern quarters,andamongst the
most successful evangelists are the Capuchin Fathers. A correspon-
dent of an ItalianCatholic paper has jus: been relating the nature
of their labours at Trebizond and Erzeroum, and the facts he gives
point tosolid progress. The Capuchins are so reverenced for their
poverty that many of the poor entrust to them the educationof
their children, and the Fathers havealso woo ahigh reputationas
medicine-men. At dispensaries which they have established in
Trebizond and Samsun over 16,000 invalid* are attended to every
year. Numerous conversions are effected, and one of the proba-
bilities of the future is the return to tbe true Faithof a very large
body of Armenian schismatics through theseal of the good Capuchin
Fathers.

Baron Frieirich Schmidt, the celebrated Gothic restorer, was
once asked by his friend, Friedrich Piecht, why he had become a
convert from Protestantism to Catholicism. The answerhe gave is
noteworthy.

"Because," said he, "Ihave come to recognise tha
Catholic Church to be the mother of truth andof art. Amongst
Catholics Ihave always found liberality of mind, spirit,humour,
wealthof fancy,solidity, and fulness of tbonght. la the Prussian
bureaucracy with whichIhad to deal before my conversionIfound
only stiffness and insipidity Was it say wonder, then, whenIfelt
■oattracted by Catholicism, that Ishould at length openly embrace
it ?

"
The lesson of breadth and depth of thought which Baron

Schmidt learned from his study of the Catholic Church he practised
effectuallyduring his brilliant career.

The
" Old Catholics," who were to reform the Catholic Church

off 'he face of theearth, and to refresh,msn in every tarf with tbo

(From theLiverpool Catholic Timet,')
A nrw Catholic weekly paper is about to be started in the Eternal
City with the title La Vera Roma.

An International Congress of Catholic men of science is to
assemble inPans in the first weekof April.

There weretwenty-one members of the Sacred Collegepresentat
the funeral of Cardinal Christofori.

Mr Frederick Walton Atkinson,solicitor, has takenthe degree of
Bachelor of Laws, with honours, at the London University, being
second amoDgst forty candidates. Mr Atkinsonis a convert.

The Abbe Boyer,Canon of the Cathedralof St. Andre,Bordeaux,
has been named a Chevalier of theLegion ofHonour. The Abbe, as
military chaplain,was present atmany engagements during the war
of 1870.

Amonument toColumbus is tobeerected in oneof thePiamzasof
Rome,and on the occasion of the centennial representation the work
of thecelebratedMorlacchi, presented in Italy and at Dresden in
1828, will be reproduced.

According toa work writtenby the Rev Father Gagarin,a Jesuit,
and called

"
The Russian Archives, and the conversion of

Alexander1.," Alexander 1., Czar of Russia, was converted to the
Catholic faith towards the close of his life.

CardinalMermillodhas issued anappealto the Catholic youth of
the world, in the nameof theItalian Association of Catholic Youth
to celebrate worthily the third centenary of the death of St.Aloysius
Gonzagaby joining the pilgrimage to Rome.

Pere Monsabie" has beenpresentedby theHoly Father witha chalice
as a token of satisfaction with the ability which the rev. gentleman
displayed in his Advent sermons at the Church of St. Andrea della
Valle.

Preparationsarebeingmadefor the visitof the Austrian Empress
to the Holy Land. Her journey there, undertaken in a truly
Catholicspirit, will benot a pleasure tour, but a pilgrimage. She
will spend the Holy Week in Jerusalem.

Mr.RichardActon, sonof Lord Actonhas writtento thePallMall
Gaecttestating that there is not a shadow of foundation for the report
thathe had joined the Anglican communion

—
an announcement

which wasasserted in that journal on the authority of an Oxford
correspondent.

TheDukeof Norfolk isindignant at the action of theGovernment
in reference to Mr Gladstone's Religious Disabilities Bill, and in a
letter to the Times be says it is an ungrateful surprise to many
Catholics to find their claims for justice sacrificed to the noisy de-
clamation of heatedbigotry.

Cardinal Lavigeriehas received a splendid offering for the pro-
motion of his good work. The Marquise de Brives, a lady of 98
years, who \b withoutheirs, hae, after providing for old domestics
and poor friends, settled £640,000 on his Eminence in return for an
annuity cf £1000.

AnEDglish correspondentof theParis Univers describes with en-
thußiasm the good work carried on at Wolvey, Hinckley, by a
convert,Mr C. Arnold,aided by the Bey.AustinRichardson,another
convert. The correspondent Btatea that during his residence at
Ventnor, Isle of Wight, Father Richardson converted 47 persons,
among thembeing his own mother.

Two Jesuit Fathers,Bey. J.N. Straesmaier andJ. Bppiog,have
undertaken the laborious tack of deciphering the three Babylonian

Theresult of the Spanish electionshasbeen a completevictory for
the Catholic Conservative Ministry. As many as 289 Ministerialists
were returned,andall partiesin the Opposition taken together have
only obtained 154 seats. Of the Opposition 25 are Republicans,
7 Carlisle, and 89 Liberals of the party led by Sagasta,
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wasa very differentmatter from an authoritative resolution of the
Church, such at we suppose a resolution of Convocation may be
assumed tobe. So great in fact, is the change that the Church may
almost be looked upon as Savin* entere1 upon a new phase of her
existence. As to the success of religious orders in the Ohnrch of
England, that is quiteanother thing. We confess we do not belong
to the ranks of those who aresanguine enough toexpect it. That the
religious orders have succeeded in tha Catholic Church, may, in fact,
be takenas one of the proofs of the Church's di7iae origin. Where
thesupernaturalprinciple, however,is wanting,that whichdependsonit for life and growthcannot of necessity be found. But this is
anotherquestion. What wenow see isa recognition, to all intents
andpurposes,of the infamy that surrounds the memoryofKingHenry
VIIImade by the Church thathe founded, andan acknowledgmentthat,indestroyingthe religious houses,be inflicteduponthe country
anuntoldevil.Never before didany institution, religious or secular,
dosuch marked dishonour to the memory of theman to whom itowed
itsexistence.
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