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AT HOME AND ABRNAD,

-

OUR contemporary the Ave Maria, a publication in
whick we find an sboodance of good things, has
recently given us a sketch of the life of the Iat:
General de Bonis, Carlyle,who has compared French
glory to burnt straw, which, as we know, blaz s brightiy for & moment
but leaves behind aghes, approaching as nearly as possible to pothing,
Bomething more, neverthelees, is the glory of the country that h-s
produced Bt. Louis and Joan of Arc, and which in every walk of life
bas given to the world men whose brilliant genius was enriched by all
that a sublime spirit of Coristinnity could bestow open it, Nay, as
it was in the past, so it continues to the present day. If, for example,
the French world of art two bundred years ago was elevated and
almost sanctified by the genins of Racine, to-Iay that of Gounod
uo less confers a halo on it. It the poetry of the one tonched
the mora sacred feelings and awoke the enthusissm of the aoul,
the masic of the other is not wanling in its effect, Different
thoogh the works may be, the ideatity of the spirit that ingpired
“Athalia” and * Fanat " is clearly discernible. The martial spirit of
the past also survives in France, In gar owa time Charette and Da
Bonis have brought before ns evidesce of what those crusaders were
who traly entered into the sentiment of their great mission. And
even & more trying part was played by the ooble o dier of onr own
degenerate days, who in every movement cf his eatling showed him-
selt first of all the faithfal som of Holy Church, De Bomis was a
devoot Catholic in eterything, a spintoal father to hus soldters, and
the protector of their faith. Ha was, nevertheless, in every thought
& soldier—strict and rigorous in the enforcement of discipline and 1he
fulfilment of doty, and lion-iike in bravery on the field of battle.—
There is nothing more sublimely pathetie In tne history of war than
his lying cruelly wounded all the length of a freezing night on the
disastroun field of Loiguy-—--while he beld converse with heaven, and
hardly felt his suffering in resignation to the willof God. Therealso
& young soldier of his corps dragged himself to his gide that he might
have the consolation of his presence in bis dying momenta.—Bat to
the shame of France, the hour was to come when her heroic son,
mutilated in her service as he was, and mnotwithstaoding all his
glorious tecord, felt that hisduty called on him to relinquish his com-
mand, and retire to end his days :o povetty, rather thsn take part 1n
the task required of him—1tsat is, theexpelsion of the religious orders ?
French glory, then, ia not, as the sour-minded seoffer, Carlyle, called
it, merely hice the blaze of burot straw. 1t ia real and continnous.
It is not only where the body of D= Sonig rests, under the banner of
the Bacred Heart—under which also he fiught at Loigny, uceaccess-
fully, indeed, so far a8 this world is coucarned, but we doubt not, in
respect of & better world, with infinits gain, that the proofs of ita
genuioeness may be seen. In the eye of God, we may be convinced,
they arejfrequent and clear ensugh to merit for the race, in apite of
all 1ts Bhortcomings and all it unworthy sons, a farther period of the
career that crowned their land with honoar, and conferred countless
blessings on the world,

A GLORIOUR
CAREER,

THE consequences that have ensued on the lynch-
SELF-CONVICTED.ing in New Orleans of the Italians acquitted of

the morder of Detective Henvessy throw & vivid
light on thaexisting condition of things. We have been told, indeed,
that the secret pocieties in Italy had threateped the Life of the King
unless stern methods towards America were adopted, Befors we
heard this message, howerer, we had already formed conclusions, and,
indeed, we thiok that this message is very doubtful. There was, in
fact, no paceseity to threaten the life of King Humbert, or to take
any epecial messures to bring presanre to bear on the Italisn Govern.
ment, The Government, from the first moment that United Italy
became an accomplished fac-, has been in subjection to the secrel
societies, whose memb 18 form its membets, and whose creature it is
and has always beer. The sction of the Iralan Government, in
fact, represents that of the secret socielies, who are eoraged at being
batfled in their avtempt to extend their system throughout the United

Btatee. We do not say that lynch law is & + :sirable expression of
justice, Tne ccse in New Otleans, howsvar, asa pressing and ex.
treme oze. A sotiety that had been the sconi e of Italy had arrived
in the city. A police officer of proved s ility and everywhars
respected for Lis high integrity, had discowi red ita ecistence and
obtained an acquaintance with its movements—had, indeed, if we
recollect aright, given some information regarding it—and to rid
themselves of the embarrassment caused by his watchfaloess, ne well,
Mokt probably, aa to deter others from taking up his task, they ahot
him, dariogly, in the open street, and under the light of day. We
bave not, an yet, had time to receive details, but we have reason to
sssume that the guilt of the men arrested for the crime and placed
on their trial was palpable, and, nevertheless, they were acquitted,
The jury was evidently suspected of foul play, whether, which, how-
ever, seems improbable, they were regarded as packsd, or whether it
was Anspected that they were bribed, or whether, what seems to ua
the more probable sopposition, it was believed that they were atraid.
And it must be admitted that there were grounds for fear. Their
doiogs since the men were lynched, show ua the temper of the Italinne,
and their determioation and daring bad been proved in the case of
the murdered vfficer. What. then, were the people of New Orleans,
or, indeed of the whole United States to do. Were they to connive at
the establishment of the Maffia among them, :nd to permit that
assassinatios and brigandage sbould become part of the institutions
ofthe coantry ! Desperate cases call for desperate remedies, and, it
ever there was a desperate case, that in question was #0. As to the
blustering {oue assumed by the Iralian Goveroment, the Americans
will certainly know how to deal with that, No possibility of any-
thing in the shape of wur between the couutries, of coure:, exiets,
8o clearly evident is this, indeed, tbat the sction of the Italiap
Government, as we have sald, betrays their motives, They have
acted absurd!y sod rashly ender the influence of the secret societies,
whose members, notwithstanding all thair sscrcoy and plottiog are
commeonly foolish and miscalculatiog men, Tha importanocs of the
matter is, in short, the proof 1t affords of the manner in which the
Italiap Government iscontrolled. Americans will certaialy hold their
own, and will not submit to tihe domimation or even the stistence of
the Maffia within their confires, Bual it iy wall that the Iralian
Government hae spoken out ani showa beyound all pawer of dispute
what is its real character,

WELL, the Lyftelton Times ought to know, we sup-

“TQO CLEYEE pose—and according to the Lyttelton Times, tha
BY HALF,"  Mnister of Kducation is a complete Solon. It would
not do for ua to say a Solumon, because Solomon was

more or less associated with religion, and the Minister has nothing
aod will have pothing to do with that, Holon wil do, then, for our
Ulustration—he baviog been & very wise old beatben, indeed, Mr,
Reeves, o course, has not as yet got the age, but he bas the other
gualities, and that will suffica for the present. And, afrer all, is it
not Bomething to see that, in spite of the proverb, an old head can be
foand on young shoulders? But Mr. Reeves contradicts tmore than
one proverh. No man, they say, 18 & bero to bis valet de chambra,
I£ Mr. Reeves is not a hero to the Lytteitor Times he is nothing. And
88 & apecimen of the appreciation placed by ourcontemporary on Mr,
Reeves, let ustakethe following. Our readers will parceive the tributa
paid tothedelicate wit of our pr:cociona Solon. R Aarring tosa address
recently made by him our contemporsry writes as follows :—* With-
out dealing in detail with the miny poiats raised by the address, we
muit compliment Mr, Reeves on the clear and straigbt-out declars-
tiona made 84 10 the maiatenatice of the present system unimpaired.
Bpeaking on his own behalf, and on that of the Government, he has
declared explicitly that the system is to remain a secular one, As he
facetiously remarked, those who oppose the system on grounds con-
nected with another world must be regarded ag honourable antsgonists,
but be conld only salute taem and pass by."—Admirable, indeed, is
the airy manger iu which cur Minister dismisses the prejadices of
people who are ' slow ™ enough to thiok of another world, The
smartest corner-boy of the period, in fact, conld bardiy make s more
showy display of * cheek,” It is not, moreover, always the ssge who
takee a ghort way of surmounting the religions difficulty of the
taoment, When & question arose, for example, aa to removing m e«



