
given by Him who has said that persons who spreaddevotion to tbe
SacredHeart will have their names written in that Heart nevertobe
effaced.

Thanking you for allowing me to occupy so much space,
—
Iam

etc., p. Ltnch,[We are not reiponsibl*for theopinions expressedby our Correspondents.]

AN EXPLANATION.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z.TABLET.
REVIEW.

LifeofJohn M'Hale, Archbishop of Tuam:by B. O'Reilly.
This is an admirable life, well written, full of interesting and impor-
tant information. Whoever reads it will be well repaid. Monsigaor
O'Reillj has hadaccess to the best sources of accurate information,
andhe has availed himself to the full of this. Dr.M'Hale livedto a
patriarchal age. during whichhe held aprominent placeas prelate,
statesman,andauthor. His learning wasextensive and profound,and
his genius of a high order. The history of the lifeof such a manma«t
be oust interesting and useful and at the bands ofMgr.O'Reilly it
haslost noneof the interest naturallyattached toit. Those who feel
aninterest in theproceedings oftheEnglishGovernmentinreference to
ecclesiastical affairs in Ireland will find in the life of Archbishop
M'Hale some chapters that willnot fail to convince them that Provi-
dence has watched over the liberty and independenceof the true
Church.

H. A. C. B. S., OAMARU.

A BBANCH of the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society
was openedat Oamaru on Easter Monday evening byBrothersCarroll
and Dunne oftheDunedin branch, tbe delegatesappointed toperform
the ceremony. About thirty members start to? new Branch, and it
is anticipated thatthis number will be more than doubled within a
monthor two. Brothers Carroll and Dunne addressed the meeting
at length, explaining the advantages that accrue from beingmembers
of tbe Society, alter which the initiation of brothers was proceeded
with

Those initiated then elected the following as first officers of the
newbranch, the electionbeing unanimous ineach instance. President
Mr. A. Direen;vice-president,Mr. T.Burke;secretary, Mr. J.P.|C.
Martin; treasurer Mr. J. Maxwell ;guardian Mr. Jno., Rooney ;
Warden, Mr.J. Me\lwan.

After the election of officers, the delegatesaddressed a few words
ofencouragement tothose present and wished the Society in Oamaru
prosperity andsuccess. The President briefly toaaked them for their
sha'o in the opening of the branch, and hop^d to see a large and
inllii n'ial branch within a veryshort time in the white stone city by
tlie s°a. The thanks of the local Society are due to the Very Rev,
Father Mackay and Mr. R. A.Duune, both of whoa,have in various
w.iys worked indefatigably in their tffjrts to form what has now
become -in accomplished f iCt, viz,the estab'ishment of a branch of
the aboveexcellent society in Oamaru. Flourish H.A.C.B.S.

AN IRISH JOURNALIST'S REMINISCENCES
OF '48.

Sib,
—

Kindly allow me space to make a statement inreference to
the small drawing in aid of the proposedchurch of the Sacred Heart
inN.E. Valley,which seemscalled for.

lat.
—

The suite of drawing-room furniture now on view at
Scoullar andChisnolm's, and valued by them at £25, will D3pre-
sented to winner of prize No.2J (asmall painting inoils), andNOT
to ticket marked No. 20, as some erroneously suppose— unless, in-
deed,20 be the lucky number. This seemingly aupeifluous explana-
tion is made because of the indignation of a few persons who bought
tickets, saw a certain notice in Scoullar and Cbisholm's window, and
found they had notNo. 20 in their possession. Being so anxious to
secure the handsome suite, the best thing they can now do is to take
a few more books of tickets. Practically, the winner of prize 20
will receive a tapestry and plush suite of nine pieces to furnish a
drawing-room and a small oil painting to adorn the walls.

3rd.
—

Some have expressed the hope that there may be no post-
ponement. Iwould remind these persons that the words "no
postponement"are printed on the tickets in larga letters. From the
first the fixed and unalterable resolution has been tohave the draw-
ing held, no matter what the returns, positively on the day
announced.

2nd.
—

As to the di mond cross:All that cau be said about it is
that it was given by His Lordship BishopMoran, who cannot say
what it cost in SouthAfiici. There are thirteen diamonds set ina
Celtic cross of Soutr African gold. The centre diamond is about
the size of a pea, and the cross is nearly two inches ii length. A
well-knownDunedin jeweller cannot valueit;adiamond-cutter —

a
specialist in gems

—
cannot assign a value, because of the uncut

stateof the diamonds, but assures me that the thirteen gems are
just asthey came out of the mine.

4th.— A correspondent has asked may she keep the complimen-
tary ticket. The person who keepsor disposesof the smill book of
ten tickets is presented with the eleventh, markei complimentary on
the back.

6th.— With regardnow to the prizesoffered
—

care hasbeen taken
tosecureprizes of artistic merit ana of soliivalue (vitlr Otago Daily
Tones and N. Z Tablet). Values h^ve not been put onprizesnamed
in tickets,but tne public have been allowed to inspect and judge for
tbemselvis.

slh.— Ihave been told by a gentleman from another part of New
Zealand, that blocks of tickets cold, would, in many instances, be
returned at once but for the ft.ar that a sicond book would irr>-
mediately be sent. Beinga mere novice in the art union business I
cannot say what the ordinary practice is, but the rule laid down in
this matter for this small drawing has be n, and is, this :

—
Persons

who have disposed of one:b'jok of te i tickets, an1 wisi to <ii«pcse of
a second will have to write foi another. A second book will not be
Bent ua.easspecially asksd for.

7th.— To give an idea of approxim'te value3(it is hard to give
real value of oil painting, for instance), the por'raitof Bishop Morani
painted by a Royal Academician is valued at £10 10s. The steel
engraving of Dore's picture"

The D.eim of Pilate's Wife,' is valued
at £10 10s. lam told by persons who consider themwlves
competent judges tna' it i«. worthm ich nvne. All Isay is:'■ It is
a beautiful picture, and the winnerwill be lucky." A pair of hand-
painted vases are Faul to have cjst £12 12i at Melb lurneExhibi-
tion. A cunnoii-seur Bays they are certainly worth £10 10-?. The.
bronzes may be set down at £5 sa. 'Ibe much-admired tea set cost
£5 5s inDunenin. Several oil paintings are valued from £5 up-
wards. Whatever be the value tf priz -a, most of which have been
presented, the winners will find, 1 venture to s^y, that they willnot
be sorry they invested a phtlling, or even took a whole bjok of ten
shilling-tickets.

Bth.
—

As the drawing will takeplace on May 2."j,blocks shouldbe
Bent in. if possible, before May 20. It is eaid that the time fur dis.
posalof tickets Ushort. That is 'rue, but the pei.-on who will work
and will be unab c to dispose of ten shilling-tickets in two months
would hardly succeed better if the linae were prolonged. Shakes-
peare sa> s:"'

Indel iy there lies no plenty."
9ih.— A word m reference to the object. The congregation at

N.E. Talley, Dunedin, is very sma'l, and unable of itself to do much
just now. Fully hilf the congregation in Kirk's Hall at Mass last
Sunday were children, or y nn^ peop c whohvl just left school. By
disposing of a small boik of ten tickets help will be uivento build a
church tor a stuiggiin^ people, who are doing their best by weekly
subscriptions to pay for the bite.

10th.
—

And labtly, for helping tobuild another church in honour
pi the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a special blessingwill without doubtbe

Mr W. H. Ru-skll, who ha9already written in the columns of the
limes much of the more important and dramatic history of the last
fjriy years, is preparing a book of R'miuiscences. says the Anti-
Jacobin Some of the MS., wa have seen, and, what is more,aie
permitted to make incxtrac, here and there, from what will prove
oneof ihe m -st interesting a^d valuable works of its kind that has
(iiipe-iied for many a joar. A couple of these extiaots follow :—:

—
On the 20th September (1848) Ileft Dublia for Clonmel. The

State Trials (never ending, still beginning, these StateTrials) of the
chiefs of the confederates in

"
the Ri&mg

"
which subsided in the

Widow Corin.iek's cabbage-gardens, were to opea the next day.
Tne Titties had sent over aa my si nior Mr Nicholla, of the Chancery
bar, » precise, sufl, dry, but kiDtl-he.irted man, whose short visit to
Ireland filedhim with anger— row against the people,now against
the priests, anon against the Government (he was not quite sure
which were toblame) f r the misery ho beheld. We had lodgings
in thehouse cf a respi ctable cmler naoied Holmes id Dublin-streer f
and Delane, who had been on a visit to Bcrnal Osborne atNewtowu
Anner, canoe into (Jlonmel to bee us on his way to London. He wefl
impressed with tbv gravity of the situation.

" It's useless Ulning of
the oyalty or dis oyalty of the people! They are all against us |
They do i.ot like cur laws, our ways, or anythn.g that is ours1 Bit
the Government and landowners, supported by the police and the
army, can alwpys deal with insurrection, and thr jury to-morrow
will be quite safv." It was a very remarkable ECeno nextmorning,
We made our way wuh difficulty through a dense crowd to the
c )urt,oui-e, which was guarded by a largeboiy of police with fixed
bayone f. Ilorse, foot, and artilli ry were close at handin readiness
to support them. We passed between a line of police 10 onr places,
rtseivei) by theHigh Sheriff. The court was crowded from floor to
ceiling;on the bench, arrayedin their scarlet andermine robes and
in flowing wigs, were the four judges— the Chief Justice, Mr Justice
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