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Correspondence.

[We are not responsible for the opinions expressad by our Correspondents.]
o i———

AN EXPLANATION

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.

Sir,—Kindly allow me space to make a statement in referenca to
the small drawing in aid of the proposed chuzeh of the Sacred Heart
in N.KE. Valley, which seems called for.

1st,—~The suite of drawing-room furviture now onm view at
Bcoullar and Chisbolm's, aud valued by them at £25, will bz pre-
sentad to winner of prize No. 20 (a small painting in oils), and NOT
to ticket marked No. 20, as some erronegusly suppose—unlees, in-
deed, 20 be the lucky number. This seemingiy superflucus explana-
tion is made because of the indignation of a few persons who bought
tickets, saw & certain notice in Scoullar and Chisholm's window, and
found they had not No. 20 in their possession. Beiong 80 anxious to
secora the handsome snite, the best thing they can now do is to take
a few more books of tickeis. Practicslly, the winoer of prize 20
will receive a tapestry and plush suite of nine pieces to furnish a
drawing-reom and a small oil painting to adern the walls.

2nd.—As to the di mond cross: Atl that can be said about it is
that it was given by His Lordship Bishop Moran, who eannot say
what it coat in South Afiicy. There are thirteen diamonds setn a
Celtic cross of Boutr African gold. The centre diimond 18 about
the size of a pea, and the cross 18 nearly two inches in length, A
well-known Dunedin jeweller cannot value it; a diamond.cutter—a
specialist in gems-——cannot aemgn a value, because of the uncat
state of the dizmonds, but assures me that the thirtesn gems are
just as they came out of the mine.

3rd,—Bome have expressed the hope that there may be no post-
ponement. I would remind these persons that the words “no
peetposement” are printed on the tickets in largz letters, From the
first the fired and nmnalterable resolution hag been to have the draw-
ing held, no matter what the returns, positively on the day
announced,

4tb.~A correspondent has azked may she keep the complimen-
tary ticket. The person who keegs or disposes of the small book of
ten tickets is presented with the eleventh, markel complimentary on
the back,

G:h.—T have been told by a gentleman from another part of New
Zealand, that blocks of tick-ts eold, would, in many inatances, be
returned at once but for the fiar that a sicond book wounld im.
mediately be genr,
cannot say what the ordinary practice is, but the rule laid down in
thie matter for this small drawing has be n, and is, this : —Pereons
who bave disposed of une brok of ter tick.ts, anl wis»y to diepese of
s second wiil have to write fo1 anolher. A esecond book will not be
gent no.ess specially asked for,

6th, —With regard now to the prizes offered —care has been taken
to secure prizes of artistic merit ana of solid value {vide Otage Daily
Temes and No 4 TABLET), Values have not been pat oo prizea named
in tickets, but toe public have been alloweld to inspect and judge for
themarlvas.

7th.,—To give an idea of approxim.te valuea (it is bard to give
real valoe of oil painting. fur 1nstance}, the por'ratt of Bishop Moran,
paioted by a Royal Academician i3 valued at £10 10s. The steel
engraving of Dore’s pictur: ** The D.eum of Piate’s Wife,” ia valued
at £10 103, I am told by per-ous who coneider themeelves
competent Jadges tha! 1t 1~ worth moeh moie, Al I'say 13: " It ig
a beautiful picture, sod the winoer will be Jucky.” A pair of hand-
painted vasea are rard to have cost £12 125 at Melbiurne Exhib.
tien, A cuanoisseur says they are certainly worth £10 10+, The
bronzea may be set down at £3 58, The much-admired tea set cost
£5 ba 1 Dunedin, Beveral ot paintinge are valued from £5 up-
wards, Whatever be the value of priz s, most of which have been
presented, the winners will find, 1 venture to say, 1bat they wiil not
he sorry they invested a shilling, or even took a whole baok of ten
shilling «tickels,

8th.—As the drawing wiii take place on May 25 blocks should be
sent in, 1f pos~ible, before May 20, 1t 1e eard that the time for dis,
posal of tickets is short, That 1s 'rue, but the per-on who will werk
and will be unab e to dispose of ten shillin:-tickets in two months
would hardly suceeed hetier if the time were prolonged. Shakes-
peare saya: ** Enodely there livs no plenty.”

9ih,—A word 1o referemce to the object, The congregation at
N.E. Yalley, Danedin, 13 very sma'l, and unable ol isell Lo dv much
just now, Fully buf the congregation in Kork's Hall at Masg fast
Hunlay were chiidren, or souns peop @ who had just lefr sehiool. By
disposing of a small Lok of ten tickets help will be viven to build a
church tor a stiugguns people, who are doing Lheir best by weekly
subseriptiona to pay lor the site,

10th.—And lastly, for helping to build acotker church in honour
of the Bacred Heart of Jesus, a apecial blessing will without doubt be

Being a mere novice in the art uoion busines |

given by Him who bas said tbat persons who spread devotion to the

Sacred Heart will bave their names written in that Heart never to be
effaced.

Thaoking you for allowing me to oecupy so much space,—I am

ete., P. LYNCH,

REVIEW,
—_————

Life of John M Hale, Archbishop of Tuam: by B, O'Railly,
TrI8 is an admirable life, well wrirten, full of interesting and impot-
tant information, Whoever reads it will be well repaid, Monsigoor
O'Reilly has had access to tha best sources of scourate information,
and he has availed himself to the full of this. Dr, M'Hale lived o &
patriarchal age, during which he held a prominent place as prelate,
atatesman, and aathor. His learning was extensive and profound, and
bia geniva of a high order. The bistory of the life of such a man musg
be most interesting and nsetal and at the bands of Mgr. O'Beilly it
has lost noue of the interest natarally attached to it. Those who feel
aninterest in the proceedings of the English Government in reference to
ecclesinetical affars in Ireland will find in the life of Archbishop
M'Hale some chapters that will not fail to convince them that Provi-

dence has watched over the liberty and independence of the irue
Church,

H. A. C B. 8., l)AMARU.

———

A BrANCH of the Mibernian Ausiralasian Catholic Benefit Society
was openied at Qamaru on Kaster Monday evenivg by Brothers Carroll
and Dunne of the Dunedin branch, tbe delegates appointed to perform
the ceremony, Abonl thirty members start the new Branth, and 1t
is anticipated that this number will be more than doobled within a
month of two.  Brothers Carroll and Dunce addressed the mesting
at length, explaining the advantages tnat accrue from being membera
of the Bociety, atter which the initiation of brothera was proceeded
with

Thass icitiated theu elected the following as first officers of the
new branch, the election being unanimons in each instance, President
Mr, A. Direen ; vice-president, Mr. T. Barke ; secretary, Mr. J, P§C,
Martin ; treasarer Mr. J. Muxwell ; gaariian Mr. Jaoo., Rooney ;
Warden, Mr. J, McUwan,

After the election of officers, the delepates addressed a few words
of cncouragement to those present and wished the Soeciety in Qaumarn
prosperity and success. The Presideat bricfly taauked them for their
gha-e 1n the opening of the branch, and hop-d to see a largs and
intlr otial branch within a very short time in the white stone city by
thy sea, The thanks of the local Bociety are due to the Very Rev,
Father dMackay and Mr. R. A, Duune, both of whon bhave 1n various
ways worked indefatipably in their «fforts 1o furtn what has now
beeome an accomplished fact, v1z . the estabishment of a braoch of
the above excellent society in Qawaru, Flourish H.A.C.B.S.

AN ITRISH JOURNALISl REMINISCENCES
o
L e

Meu W, H, RU-SELL, who bas already written in the columns of the
1imes much of the more important and dramatic history of the last
fory years, 18 preparing a book of R-mioiscences. says the Aati-
Jaeobin  Bome of the M3, w2 have scen, and, wbat is more, are
permuttes to make an cxtrac', here aod there, from what wiil prove
vne of 1he m 8t interesting and valaable works of its kind that hes
nppeatred for many a year, A couple of these extracts follow :—

On the 20th 8 -ptember (1848) I left Dublia for Clonmel, The
Btate Trials (never ending, still beginning, these State Trials) of the
chiels of the confelerates 1a “ the Kistog ™ which subsided in the
Wulow Cormack's cabbage-gardens, were to open the next day,
Tne Fimes had sent over as my s nior Mr Nicholls, of the Chancery
bar, a precise, sufl, dry, bot kiod-hesrted wwan, whose short visit io
Ireland fi'led him with anger—row againet the people, now against
the priests, anon aguinst the Government (he was not quite sare
which were to blame) f r the misery he beheld, We had ledgings
1 the house of a respuctable cutler named Holmes o Dublin-street,
snd Delane, who bad been on a wisit to Barnal Oshorne at Newtowu
Anner, carse into Clonmel to tee us on his way to London, He wag
mnpressed with the gravity of the auation, " It's nselees talking of
the oyalty or dis oyalty of the people! They are all againat usy
They do tot hike our laws, vur ways, or snything that isonra! Buig
the Govetnment and landowners, supported by the police and the
army, can alweys deal with insurrection, aod the jury io-mortow
will be quite safv.” It was a very remarkable econe next morning,
We made cur way wiuh ditficulty through o denss crowd to the
e urt, ouse, which was goarded by a large body of police with fized
bayone =, Horse, foot, and artill ry were close st hand in readiness
to support them, We parsed between a line of police 10 our places,
reserved by the High Snenff, The court was crowded from floor to
caihing ; o the beach, arrayed in their ecarlet and ermine robes and
in flowing wigs, were the four judges—the Ohiet Justice, Mr Justice



