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"I can’t believe, I don't belteve it," Mre, Acland sad. * Andif
it be 8o, why do you tell me now 7"

Tha woman smiled, “ It is yon who forget now. I teil you now
that yon may help to bring about that marriage I rpoke of.”

“Never. Let Fraress be who she way, she shall never marry a
sok of yours,"

*Gently, Mrs. Acland, anl think of the congequences, I tel!
this now. Wil any «ne dishelieve ma wh-n 1 say that you knew
that the biby T broug t yeu wae not yoar pranddauzhter? Hvery
one knows that Hugh Bren'wosd was no friend of yours. Wil his

son he credulous encugh to suppose that yon did no: koow who kept
him out of bis inheritanee 7

“ But you bave no proof of this "

*But I kave. On Frances' shoulder there ig a bitth-mark, a red
star, Mrs Nolan will rec. gniee this mark. Tha nurse who attended
Mrs. Breatwood will swear there was no such mark on her ebild.”

Mrs Acland ross again, while and trembling.

“You area bad women, Mrs Harper, but give me a few days
time,”

“ A dozen if you like, but remember the loss to Frances if this be-
ocomes known, and remember it resta with you for all things to remain
a8 they are. And 1 ask nothige difficult, only that you ask my son
—D0 one nec! snow of me—here, and let him win Franess, if ha
can,”

“If he can? '

“Yes; at least let him try, He hag maay things in his favour,
and he hap seen yonr—Frances, I mezan, at charch, and in the village,
and is half in iove already. You are 1o meet him {g-night I under-
atand ? ¥

Mre. Acland looking up ingniringly.

' At 8ir Charles Darce's,”

"Oh ! at dinner, bat I cannol go ; I am not able,”

“Oh! yesa younre. Frances would suspect something, and she
muet know nothing,”

“Oh! no, no, Bbe must not know,” Mre Acland moaned,

“And now, good-by, Youshall hear from mein a few days,”
and in a few moments Mrs Harper was away from Brentwood.

(To be concluded.)

FROM MOUNT MELLERAY TO MOUNT ST.
JOBEPH.
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(Continued.)
(From the Zrish Catholic))

THE interval ¢ £ these three yeare was employe i1 nternal arrange-
moents, erecting Altars, fitting up a stair, ete., and in remede’'ling the
tumble-down ont-ifices into a temporary monastery to admit of
€asy acecss to the cburch in the smull hours of the motning, when
the community assemble tbere for 1he Divine Office, The tottering
walls of the stabics were repaired, and in eome cas s raiged o sturey,
The weetern walk of the cloisters was built from the foundations,
and formed the connecting link between the church and iBs rost of
the monsastery, The old out-offices Jormed a sort of courtyard, a
perfect equare, the northern sile of which was removed lo make
room for the church which ecc.osched on ir. Two sides of 1hug
syuare having been roofed, the lafts were wsed as a dorwitory, and
the pround-floor as dairy, bake-house, laundry, ete, while tha cld
barn, then roofless, was covered in and made to pass musler as 3
refectory. On St Patrick's Day, 1881, the community moved into
their pew quarters, and the old mansion was given over exclusive!
to the use of guests who wished to wake a Retreat at the mouastery,
In the eame yesr a diocesan subscription was authorised by the late
Dr. Lyan, the most faithfu! friend of the monagtery, and pearly
every parish in the large diocese contributed most generously,  With
this the Joau that was raised for the completion of the new church
was Nearly cleared off,

Hitherto ladies who wished to pass a few days on retreal at the
monastery weie prevented from avallisg themselves of so precious
an advantage by wast of acc.mmodation in its vicinity ; so, at the
urgeut roquest of many who eagerly wished for it, a handsome
buildinug, with cumfortable rooms for their special u.e. wag erected
just autside the avenue gate, A very facile lady writer thus dilates
on the 1ntenior, no doubl as an encouragement ta visitors to go and
gee for themeelves :-—* Two exquisitely-Farnished reception rooms
open off a tiled hall—the one dimng-room style, ruby carpet and
moatocco chairg, the other an esthetic study in olive green. Tha bed.
rooms, seventcen in number, opeo off two corridors rubning para lel
to cwe another, and 1u truth they are very great contrasts to
anchorites’ cells.”  Though the Irish Trappists resemble very much
the old Columbian mooka in their wanoer of life, yet wiien thete 18
questi o of receiving the “devuut sex " at their monasteries they
widely dillsr. >t Columbhiile would »dmi: oo black cattle into his
istand hiome in Irnq, “for,” g8id the caint, * wiir ¢ r there in a cow
there must be a woman lo milk her, aud wheover there 18 & wuman

there 18 mischief ”  Not s the 1rappists at Mount st. Jos ph ; they
are welcomed there quite cordially, and waited on by devoted
Brothers, wbo look to their creature comforts during their stay.
8. ecinl rooms are prepared for their use dar.ng the day, and in the
evening they retire to the laaies’ retreat described abova, A line i
drawn, bryond which ladies sre rot permitted to enter, but the day
rune plearantly between attendance at the Masses and offices in the
chu-ch, & tarn on the * Mound,” a prelty knoll, crowned w th ever-
greens and intereccted by gravel walks turongh fragrant shrubs, wnd
provided with rustic sea‘s, whercon to rest and listen to tre myriad
songsters of the grove. Some more adventurous souls set ocut in
company with a lady compaoion for a quiet stroll through the
bedgerows, or to climb ibe hills at the rear of the bouss. and from
their eummit to eatch delightful views of the distant Devil's Bit
Mountaina on one side, or Slieve Bloow on the other, Many are the
regre's uttered at depurture that their sojourn in this quiet resting-
plac- for body and socl should necesssrily be so short,

After the consecration of the church in '84, the Most Rev, Dr.
Ryan, late Coadjator Bishop of Killaloe, in his paternal solicitzie
for the promotion of the welfare of Mount St. Juseph, exprass=d his
desire 1o bave it canooieally erected into an abbey, and in the
following year signified his wish 10 that effect by letter to the Loed
Abbot of Mount Melleray, who presented it to the General Ohapter
of the Order, when the application was sanctioned and submitted to
Rome for approval, His Holiness was graciously pleased to order &
brief to be expedited raising the monaatery into an abbey, and con-
ferring on it all the honours, rights, and privileges of abbeys of the
Cistercian Order, Accordingly in August, 1887, the community of
Moaunt 8t. Joseph proceeded to elect an abbot, and their choice fell
on the Right Bev, J, C. Beardwood, who was solemuly consecrated
on the 30th October following in the abbey church by Monsignot
Perpico, the Papal Envoy, in the presence of a vaat assemblage, who
thronged to witness go novel a spectacle, the like of which had not
been performed in public since the days of Queen Mary, Since the
accession of the new abbot very material progress has been made,
and a fresh impualse given to the whola system under his immediaty
inspection, Qifted as be is with rare powers of organigation, hia
professional knowledge of building echances considerably hia natural
talents, and eminently fits him for a position where they can bave
full scope, and can impress themselves on the works that are yet to
epring up. His attention was arrested at the outset by the want of
guitable farm offices ; the old ones, being crowded round tbe
monaitery proper, and occupying the site of a portion of if, they
should of neeessity be removed. 8o he drew up a plan of & few
plain buildings as a beginning, and, limiting the oatlay to his means,
he employed a few men, who constructed a barn, & stable, and hyres
fur eattle at & convenient distance from the main boildings, Next a
large reservoir for dammiog up a plentiful supply of water was
erecied, and machinery of divers kinds procured and set in motion
by a iurbine wheel. The concern which contains all of thess may
well be termed a luve of industry, for thence 1ssue the hum snd
whirr of many moneters that crash and labour each at its respective
work. Witoin a very limited compase, yot 50 n8 to give ample space
Lo each, | ave been coliected a saw-b:nch, a mortar mill, threshing
and winoowing machines, ant grawm etevator, these thres latter
watking in harmony and simaultancously ; a crushing mill, a general
Juiner for planing, mouldiog, ete., lathes, chaff-cutter, and turnip-
pulper. On the arrival of the wew abbot, the chureh only and a
portivn of onc walk of the cloister were huilt, and, as already
stated, the community were temoporarily housed in the rem delied
out-offices ; but their numbers increasing. fresh space was demanded,
and could only be pravided by a mew buillding, Where were the
funds! *God knows my wants, [ sball go ahead trusting in the
Lord, My will furnish th: means,” Such are the thoughts that
sumulate every religious superior who essays an important under-
taking dem inding asn outlay which his financial condition doeg not
m human prudenca warrant lum Lo mak: Therefore, in April of

last year the abbot laid the foundation stoae of a new refectory after
the siyle ot the old Cielercian buildings, and whick he imitated 1n

the plan, with cne singic exception, that whereas the oid refectories
bad ruws of columes supporting the floor of the dormitory in the
upper etorey, be dispensed with these columns ' using the modern
rolled girders for that purpose, 1t i¢ a plaiu building with high
pitched gables and pointed mullioned wintows, 1o keeping with the
design of the church with which it ruas parallel, The work is far
from eompletion, but depending on Providence and the alms of the
devout clients of Mary aud 8t, Joseph, he Lopus to be ecabled to
carry 1t on without accamulaticg fresh debts, It 18 often said, and
truly, that the work of Gud progresses slowly, and that every
religious updertaking of magnitude must strike roct under the
shaiow of the Cross. That twenty years hence Mount 8t, Joseph's
Abbey will be a tiourishing institation :3 even now pradicted by
those who vivit snd observe the peculiar advantages it poss:sses.
Now the traveller who has oot scen this house of Goud durivg the
interveniog years siner 115 foundatwn, and since the apot was known
a8 Muunt leatvn, will pause with wounder when at the bend in the



