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Friday, April 3, 1691
Commercral,

THE NEW ZEALAND LOAN AND MERCANTILE AGENCY Cn, Liumi-
T®D, report for the week ending April 1, a5 follows :—

Store Cattle.—This market dees not shnw much activity, though
further on it is anticipated suitable cattle will be required for winter
feeding, in the meantime, however, there is not muen doing,

Btore Bheep.—~The demand continues good and the number now
offering evidently insufficient o satisfy requicen.cots, All classes are
inquired for, but those in most demand are good breeding ewes, both
crossbred and mering, which are freely taken up.

Wool.—There is nothing new v repori regarding thia stapie.
Centres now 1n the opening of the next series 1n Londnn, respecting
wbhich the prevailing idea is that prices will continue firm. Loeally
a good demand exists, and very full prices are secured for all Iots
brought forward at the weekly auctitns, Last week we offered about
pixty packages which met with keea competition, and the whole were
placed at prices fully up to those current at the earlier sales.

Bheepskins. —There continue to bave a brisk demand ; both dry
aod green command excellent attention, Country dry crossbreds,
inferior to medium, bronght 24, ¥s 94, do do merine, 1s 91 to 33 104;
full-woolled crossbreds, 48 94 to 63 1d ; do do meiino, 48 to 58 10d;
dry pelts, 3d to 1s 94, Butehers’ green crossbreds, best brought
8524, 8ald, 28 1id, 29104, 2a 94, 23 8d ; gool to medium, 2s 7d,
23 6d, 2854, 21 44, 23 24 ; inferior, 24, 18104, 13 84 ; gresu lambsking,
best 3s 2d, 33 1d, 3s, 28 §0d, 25 84 ; medium to inferior, 2a 54, 29 24,
29, 18 9d.

" "Rabbitskins—There is no new featare of any comsequence to
note. The few that now come forwaed are readily disposed of, and,
coneidering the quality, realise prices comparing favourably with those
secured for better skins earlier 1n the season,

Hides.—We bave no change to report, The market continneas
stead with a good demand existing for heavy sorts, which ure short,
and if any offered in satwefactory condition would command higher
prices, while taose current for medium and light are less satisfactory.
Quotations for inferior and slippy, 1d to 13d; light, 144 to Iid;
medinm, 2d to 2jd ; op to 60 Ibs, 2§d to 3d; 65 to 80 lby, in prime
condition, }d to 1d more per ib.

Tallow.—-A verv fair demand continuea to exist for the odd lots
coming to hand, We qnote—Prime readered mutton, 18s 64 to 204 ;
medium to good, 153 6d to 178 64 ; inferior and mixed, 12a to 15s,
Rouogh fat has good attention and continncs b realise prices relatively
higher than those current for tallow. WBest fresh canl fetches 188 to
138 64 ; inferior to medium and good, 9s 10 123 per cwt,

Grain—Wheat : The Kaster hohidays have interfered with
business to a certain extent. Thz demand notwithstanding this has
been good and now a slight advance on last week’s quotations could be
secured, for best samples there are indications of an 1mprovement in
the demand. We quote prime milling velvet ana Tascan, 43 to 43 24 ;
medum 10 good, 38 104 to 4y ; inferior, 336 1 to 33 91 ex store, Oata:
—The market continues exceedingly flar, the only demand exisning
being for stout bright milling, We quote b st short milhog, 1s 5d to
1 54d ; best short hright feed, 1s 44d to 18 5d ; medium to good,
le 3d to 1¢ 44 ; inferior, 18 to 1s 21 {ex store, sacks extra) Barley .
There are but few transactions taking place in thus cereal, Thescpply
to hand of really good malung 18 Itmited, an 1dea prevails that the
quantity of prime malting to come forward will not bs suffiment for
requirements, the market 111 consequence is Lkely to remainm firm,
We quote best malting, 3410 33 315 medim to good, 23 61 to 23 94d ;
teed and miliing, 1s 10d to 23 44 {ex giore, sacks extra).

Ryegrass peed.— A moderately fair business stul ¢ontinues to be
done in this. Until the spring demand begins to sst v, from now
forward, transaciions will be of very muoch less importance, We
quote—Beat machine drussed, off old pasture, 53 64 to 53 94 ; medium,
fia to 58 31; farmers’ best dressed, 43 to 4s 6d ; medium, 33 to 33 91
(ex store}.-- Cocksfoot seed is moving off quietly, but 1o slyrhtly
larger parcels. Btocka cn hands are not excessive and prices likely
to be wmaintained. Quotationa— For beat dressed, 3Md to hld:
medivm, 43d to 64 per Lb.

Potaroes.—The market is oversuppied, and consiznments are
difficult to place at satisfactory prices. A considerable portion of
those coming forward are of inleitor quahity and almost unssieable
when better quali'y can be secured.  Quotatious this wedk - For best
Derweants, 5Us to 55a; mediaom, 403 to 473 G1; kdoeys, 303 1) 403
per ton (sacks weighed in, ex store}.

Chuff.—Bales are more ¢1sily cffected, but there is no change 1n
price, which we pive ag last week —for bear, 103 to 429 6d ; extra
prime, 453; mediom to good, 303 to 37a 54 per ton,

Dairy Prodoce.—I'nere 18 o imptoveme ttonotein the demand
for either cheess or butter, dairy-made cheege being obtaucd at 34 to
341 per b, while 4d to 43d is asked for factm y-made. Good salt
butter is selling freely oniy for local eonsumptivn, bat without any
advance in price, which remaing at 63d to 84 per b,

Flax.—A good deal of inquiry conticues to be experienced tor
this, A considerable quantity isaiso coming forward, which we have
been successful tn placing at our late quots jons—rviz., tor common,
coaree and strawy, £13 to £15 ; medium, £15 10sto £17 ; good, £17
103 to £19; thoroughly well scutebed, clean and good colour, £20
per tun,

MEssEs. DONALD STRONACH AND SONS teport for the week ondirg
Wedneeday, March 25, as follows : —

Fat Cattle.—161 head yarded, of which uumber searcely half
were of medivm to prime quality—with very few of the last-
mentioned offering—the balance light and inferior, with a good few
aged cows, many of which wers hittie more than half fat, Dest
bullocks brought £7 to £6 58 ; ove ur two pens of very heavy and
prime cattle, £3, £9 24 6d, to £9 73 6d ; prume cows and heifers,
£5 53 to £6 15y ; medium, €4 53 to £4 128 6d ; hght and nferior,
#£1 108 to £2 163 and £3,

Fat Bheep.—2325 yarded, nearly all crosabreds, and for the mi gt
part of fair to medicm quaiity only, tha supply of prime sheep, both
in wethers and ewes, heing limited to a small proportion of the to al
entry. Average weight wethers brought 133 6d to 14s; extra goad,
to 148 6d ; medinm, 139 9d to 133 34 ; light, 118 61 to 123, A faw
very heavy ewes brought 143, 143 6d, 10 14s 914, but good lires my
be quoted at 128 to 13s ; medium, 10s 64 to 11s; light, 931 to 10a,

Fat Lambs.—387 to haod, being little more than ha'f jast week's
eotry. There were few, if any, lots calling for apecial mention, as
regarda quality ; but buyers operated freely throughout the varioas
lote beiog disposed of to lacal buyers under & brisk competition.
Best lines bronght, 10z 6d to 11s 6d’; medium {o good, 8364 tn 10s;
inferior, Ta to 8q,

Piga.—159 p-nned, ineluding all sorly amd sizas. Tho market
under thia heading was partientarly dal', several ines of snall storeas
sent fo hand from abort distances hwing 1aken home by the ownera
unsold, Prices generally for thosa sold being low and unsatiafactary,
Buckers brought, 49 to 73 6d ; stores, 123 to 183 ; porkers, 209 to 243
baconers, 278 to 33s; a few extra heavy to 403. We sold alips at
quotstions,

Btore Bheep.—During the past week extensive transactinas bave
aghin taken place in store sheep, both privately and at aoetion sales
held at the varions cantres throughout the pravinee, Doapite the very
large number of sheep which have changed hands during the past
mozth or six weeks, the demand is apparently as strong as ever ; in
fact for all classea the enpply ia far short of requirements, [t would
be difficult to mention any description of she p for which there are
not ready buyers, but the bulk of the business passing just now is in
vreeding ewes, both merinos and crossbreds, Young erossbrads tor
turnip feeding, as a'so good lambs are very wearce and difficult to
procure.

Btore Cattle —Business in thia line still continues quiet, in fact
there i very little doing beyond an occasional sale or two through
the Buraside yards,

Frozen Meat.—Late London cablea report :—Caoterbary mutton,
at 47d ; Wellington, 434 : Canterbury lamb, 6id ; beef, forequarters,
3 9-16d ; hindeuarters, 43d.

Wool.—London cabies of March 22nd report as followa :—
‘“8ines the close of the wool salea the market has baen quiet, The
arrivals up to date total 200,000 bales, of which 54,000 bales have been
gent forward.”  Melbourne news of March 20 states that at the
wool sales in that cily business was fairly active-—gond lineg main-
taining their position, faulty lots being 1rregular. (reasy merino
brought up to 9d ; scoured woul, s to 1s 2d per b,

Bheepskine.—The catalogues at recant salss on Toes lay ware
again limited. Buyers operated freely. Full-wonlled rkinn brought
43 to 655 merinog, £3 o 51 615 gnod early sra dry pelts, 1s 93 to 24
41 ; medium, 18 4d to Is 7d ; inferiar, 104 to 19 21 ; butehers' green
pelts (best), 23t0 23 33 ; light, 19 6d to 13 94 ; lambasking, 29 to 3s,

Babbitsking —The catalogues submitted thie week wera agiin
very small. bat valnes, however, raled mueh about 1he sawe a3 at
previons sale—viz., Spring sking, 91 to 114, exeoptional Jots a shade
over ; summers, 74 to §1; suckers and ha't-grows, 31 to 51 per lb,

Hides.—The market is is the same position as last week—ie ,
bare o.f prime heavy ox—for whicn ther: isa gnod demand—and tally
supphed with light and inferior sorts, which are hur little in roguest,
Best ox may bequo ed at 3110 3!1: medum 21110 2415 anterior
to mediam, 111 to 1§d and 2d pe: Ib.

Tallow.—~There 18 no improvement in the ta'lo v trade to report
from last week. The KEnoglish market 13, however, firm, und exporter.
are prepared 1o pay rutes for good rendered tal ow, © We fuote—
Prime rendered muttoe tallow (14 shipping caske), 191 to 203 per
cewt: pond rendered mixad, 173 64 to 183 61 ; mediam, 165 10 175 ;
inferior, 124 to 1435 clear canis, 133 1o 133 6id ; rough fat, 101 to 1y
fid per cwt,

Grain.-—Wheatl : There has been a much healt'ier local feeling
sinc. oar last repost, for & thongh mi lers ar: not inclined to purchase
fo any great extent ar prosent prices, thaie appears to be a strong
speculative demandd, sufliciently so Lo ¢nable agentsto eliarall lots of
hew wheat coming to hand, miace 1he larter part of last week prices
bave advanced here & 1d to 141 per huashe!, and peegent gnotarioas
are as fullows ;~Piime 1 ew Tuscan and velvat, 3s 1141 to 13 per
budnel, ex store on trucks (no ol wheat offering) ; wedium sorte,
33 91 to 33 104 : best red wheat, 33 91 and 833 101 to 33 1013 ; mediam
grades, 1d to 21 pr bushel lower—thess prices refering to bags
weighed in, lese 21 per cont, ty parchasers  [awl Wheat . Littla if
anv offering yet but some has been sold at from 34 3d to 31 §d, —Ouats :
Meantime quolations may be given re under : Brght miliing Suther-
lands te 1sidd per bmstel (e.cks extra), best brizht sparcowhbills to
13 61, medium to good feed, 1a 41ty 19 431 (ex truck or atore, sacks
extra),  Barley o The orly buwiness doiog 1n this just new, isina
few hinea of the very best samples for walung  Quotations are as
under . Prime waitiog, 3 to 35 21, mediom malling, 23 81 to 23 104,
fecd and malling, 23 to 28 4d (sack extra, ex store),

Grass Beeds are now in fower hands than they were a moath
since, and &t the time of writing comuaratively little is being off-red
on growers wecount., Best mashine-dressed parcels arz worth, 44 6d
to 4s ¢1, exceptionul Intato 51; gool farmers’ dressed, 43 to 48 6d H
inferior to medam, 39 10 33 91, ¢ockatoot i3 now off ‘ring mueh
more freely than of late, and anyone desirons of pnrchasing can do s
on pagier terme.  Quotations £o1 from Fair to good seed at from 43d
te 5d per ib ; inferior, proportionste rates,

Potatoes.—Ttere is still a larze quantity of these offering, and
prices are upaltered, prime Derwents selling at 523 6d to Baag
mediam, 473 6d to 503 ; while kiineys are diffisult to quit at from
308 to 404 per ton,

Cheff.—The arrivals of chaff during the last week or ten days
have not been ao heavy, and 1 anything there ia rather a scarcity of
really firat-class parcals, which could bhe placed 1n limited quantilics
at from 423 64 (o 458, Iolvrior to medium may be quoted at 35sto
40s per ton.



