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CurrentTopics.
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

not hesitate to impress on their disciples that theChristians belong!ing to tbeRoman Catholicmission ara as badas,ifnot woise than,
theheathen Basutos. Between all these contradictory teachings, itis impossible that any native can understand what Christianity
really means. The missionaries out hero lead very easy, comfort-
able lives, and generally make money. When once they can per-
suade the natives to wear trousers or petticoats they flatter them-
selves that the people are c.nverted. The truth is, anditis well
known to every practical man who has livedamong them, that thechange of garment, instead of making them earnest Christians,
renders them both immoral and dishonest, and gradually reducesthemto far lower depthsof depravity than they wero in before thiß'
conversion.'* It would delight me to be in England and tomeet

someof the peoplewhosupport these missions. Icould give them a
few fads from my personal experience of converted natives and
heathen natives which would open their eyes very considerably."
Truthcommentson these passages as follows :—

"
Ihave never dis-

guised my opinion that these missions are a monstrous waste of
money. That opinionIhave formed onwhatcan be discoveredat
this distance as to the progress of Christianity and the character o£
the Christianised African. When an observer on the spot— a
Ohris'ian himself— forms tbe same opinion,there can belittledoubt
about the truth. Ihave no word tosay against aoyChristian,who
feels a call in that direction, going among the heathen topreach the
Gospel. The propagation of jeligion; however,by mer.ns of rival,
not tocayhostile, associations in London,with salaried evangelists
in pailibus, is a vicious system. Christianiiy was not originally
diffused by thatmethod, and nevercould have been. St.Paul would
not have bsen St. Paul had be beenemployed at somuch' a year by
an office in Jerusalem, with a rise in salary for each addition to his
family." But it is only on Catholic principles thatmissions such as
those preachedby St.Paul could be concucted. All this confusion
inBa&utoland is the fruits of ceparting from these principles,and
the necessary rtsults of Protestant methods. We find, in fact,ii
the inevitable failure of Protestantism to convert the heathen,ani
thepositive hindrance it opposes to this, a conviucing proof that it
was not to it the commission of preachiag the Gospel to the world
was given. Its pretensions,therefore, are in all respectsgroundless
and false.

1
" ■ A FUNNY

PROTEST.

Thb N.Z.Presbyterian- for April has 6ome notes
oneducationthat areenough to give youa reel in
yourhead. We have heard of Scotch caution, but
this, as the saying ip,"bangs Bannagher.

"
What

on earthis tbemanafraidof that he does not speakout his mind ?
He evidently Fees tbe evils of secularism plain enough,but he is
afraid to denounce them openly. He lets tbe truth slip in one
sentence,and then bites his tongue and contradicts itin the next.
The schools, he says, are not godless,but there is no religion taught
in them. There ißnot a famine there,itseems,but there is nothing
toeat; Tbe teachers are God-fearing men,but there is a tendency
among them towards secularisation. They are better thanmight be
expected,in fact— considering that they are on thehigh road to the
devil. When they get there— as they certainly will if things go on
as they cow are

—
our pawky contemporary acknowledges, as well

hemay,that" the system will deserve the odiousepithet so lavishly
beßtowed uponit by ourRoman Catholicbrethren." Meantime,we
aie told, larrikinism is growing; and though, as every one must
understand, secularism is not to be accredited with its origin— tell
itnot inGath— it will contribute its quotato it. Buthere is a fair
sample of our contemporary's style

— "In the Australian colonies,"
hesaya," there is a distinct criminal taint in larrikinism,derived.
nodoubt, from the early convict associations; and it is not a little
remarkable how closely the manners of the youth of one colony
resemblethote of another throughout Australasia. So much is this
the case, that some people can scarcely help believing that
larrikinismisin the air." Our cautious contemporary would not for
the world speak out plump and plain, and say that there is a
criminal taint in the larrikinism of New Zealand, thoughbe gives
us tounderstand that such is the case. Hemanages,nevertheless, tv
come to something like a candid conclusion. "For although it
cannot be Baid," he wxites," that our secular system has produced
the larrikin, weought to have an education which would make him
next to impossible, which would at least keep any considerable
numberof the colonial youth from sinking— in manners,habits, and
aspirations— below their class." Well, let us be thankful that we
have beenbrought sonear the truth at longlast. Under the circum-
stances it would hi over-severe to be critical. Bat if our con-
temporarybelieves,asbe evidently does, that secularism is not only
incapable of hindering larrikinism among the people,but that it
also tends todrive the teachers to tbebad,io enteringhis protest by
means of such a round-about kind of a rigmarole, instead of
speaking out once for all, decisively and sharply, ho exerciseshis
caution at theexpense of M9charity.

APREGNANT
FAILURE.

Truth of February 5 quotes sjme passages from a
letterwritten by anEnglish gentlemaninBasuto-
land,and in which the writer gives his experiences
of Christian missions in the country. We do not,

however,suppose that he expects to be taken as anauthority where
Catholic missionaries aie concerned. They are certainlynot to be
included among those whom he describes as leacsing easy,comfort-
able lives, and makingmoney. In other respects we maylook upon
his information as accurate, especially since it only confirms what
we had already been aware of :—

"Iam living," he writes,"quite
close toa very largemission station, and personalobservationevery
day convinces me more and moreof tbe folly of their operations.
Were the natives taught one creed,or even one code of morals,I
should in many wayß approve of the work; but here we have
Wesleyan,Dutch Reform, Church of Englaod,and Roman Catholic
Missions, each showing these poor benighted creaturesdifferent ways
toHeaven. For instance, the English Church Mission allows a man
tohave as many wivesas he chooses to marry,and is ready to marry
him to the whole of them. The Dutch Reformed Church Mission,
on the other hand, tells him that he can havebat one wife,and that
he is damned if hehas more. Again, theNonconformistpeople do

SINISTER
BUMOUBS

The gossip inevitably attendant on the declining
yeais of a reigning Pjpe us to the CardinalLkely
to succeed him, and which for some time has now
been going onwith resppct to L3OXIII, seems in

thisinstance to bs affected by somemotive moresinister than usual.
We have, it is true, ia this instance also tb.2more ordinary claptrap.
We havealready alluded 10 themanner in whic 1 thelite unhappy
manCrouch, wasallowed to defile the pages of a respectab'eperiodi-
cal in Sydney by his impudent predictions on the subject. The
iiimour besides more recently spreadas to intrigues undertaken by
Cardinal Parocchi was of the same kind. And we may remark in
passing, that tho rumour in questionhad, evenbefore it was eire I-
lated, received a conclusive contradiction from the na ure of an
address delivered by the Cardinal in Rome. The address was that
made byHis Eminenceon the occasron of his inaugurating a monu-
ment (o the late Polish Cardinal Cz\cki, and when he referred to the
position of Polandin a strain that was said tocall out thedisappro-
val of the Pope, as likely to give offence to Russia. For this, .of
course,it would berash to vouch. The Pope finds many interpreters
ready to speak for him,and to attiibute tohim utterances which he
has never made. What is, nevertheless, certain, is that Cardinal
Parocchi had expressedhimself openly and ona public occision in a
mancer that was understood to reflectseverelyonRussia's treatment
of the Poles. But a Cardinal intriguing for thj succession of the
Papacy would avoid any cxpiessionof thekind and wouldbe very
careful as to incurring the resentment of any one of the great
European poweis. The mention, however of Caidinal Lavigt-rie
eßpeciUly as likely to succeed the present, Pope is suggestive of a
motive deeper,than thatfrom which idle gossip proceeds. Theelection
of a FrenchmaT might be displeasing to both Germany and Italy— though, where the latter Power, at least, is concerned,it may be.


