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Cos Tur N.Z Presbyterian for April has some notwe
{~* A FUNNY on edncation that are enongh to give you a reel in
PROTERT. your head. We have heard of Seoteh eaution, but
thig, ae the saying ir, “ bangs Bannagher.” What
on earth is the man afraid of that he does net speak oni his miad ?
He evidently rees the evilys of secnlariem plain enough, but he is
afraid to denounce tbem opealy, He lets the truth slip in one
sentence, and then bites his tongue and contradicts it in the next.
The scbools, be says, are not godlese, but there is no religion tanght
in them. There isnot & femine there, it seems, but there is nothing
to eat: The teachers are Glod-fearing men, but there iz a tendency
among them towards secolarisation. They are better than might be
expected, in fact—considering that they are on the high road to the
devil, When they goi there—~as they certainly will if things go on
an they now are—our pawky contemporary acknowledges, as well
he may, that © the system will deserve the odious epithet so lavishly
hestowed upon it by our Roman Catholic brethren,”” Meantime, we
are told, larrikinism is growing ; and thowgh, a8 every ome must
understand, secularism is not to ba accredited with ite origin—tell
it not in Gath—it will contribute its quota to it. But here is a fair
sample of our contemporary’s etyle—* In the Auetralian colonies,”
he saya, “ there is a distinct criminal taint in larrikiniem, derived,
no doubt, from the early convict asscciations; ané it is not a little
remarkable how closely the manners of the youth of ome colony
resemble thoee of another thromghout Australasia. So much is this
the case, that some people can scarcely help believing that
larrikinism ig in the air,”” Our cautious contemporary would not for
the world speak ont plump aud plaio, and say that there is &
criminal talnt in the larrikiniem of New Zealand, thovgh he gives
us to vnderstand that suct is the ease, He manages, nevertheless, to
come to something like a candid conciusion, * For although it
cannot be said,” he writes, ** that our secnlar system has prodeced
the larrikin, we ought to have aan educat.on which would make him
next to impossible, which would at leaat keep any considerable
nember of the colonisl youth from sinking—in manners, habits, and
aspirationg-——below their class,”” Well, let us be thankfal that we
have been bronght so near the truth at long lagt, Ukder the circum-
ptances it wonld b: over-severe to be critical. Bat if our coo-
temporary believes, as be evidently does, that secularism js not only
incapable of hindering larrikinism smong the people, but that it
aleo tends to drive the teachers to 1ke bad, in enteriog his protest by
means of such a round-about kind of a rigmarole, instead of
speaking vut once for all, decisively and sharply, he exercises his
caution at the expense of bischarity.

Truth of February 5 quotes syme passages from a
letter written by an English gentleman in Basuto-
land, and in which the writer gives his experiances
of Christian missions in the country. 'We do not.
however, suppose that he expects to be tsken as an authority where
Catholic missionaries sze concerncd. They are certainly not to be
included among those whom he describes ag leacing easy, comfort-
able lives, and making money., In other respects we may look npon
his information as accurate, especially since it only confirms what
we had already been aware of :—“ T am living,” he writes, ¥ guite
close to & very large mis:ion station. and personal observation every
day ccnvinges me more and more of the folly of their operations.
Were the natives tanght ome creed, or even vpe code of morals, I
ghould in many ways approve of the work; but here we have
Wesleyan, Datch Reform, Church of Englaod, and Roman Catholic
Migsions, each showing these poor benighted crzatures different ways
to Heaven. For instance, the English Church Mission allows a man
to bave a8 mapy wives a8 be chooses to marry, and is ready to marry
him to the whole of them. The Dutch Reformed Church Mission,
on the other haucd, tells him that he can bave bat one wife, and that
he is damned if he bas more, Again, the Noncenformist people do
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not hesitate to impress on their disciples that the Christians belong.
ing to the Roman Catholic mission ara as bad ug, if not woise then,
the heathen Basutos, Between all thesge contradictory teachings, it
is impossible that any native can understand what Ohristianity
really means, The missionaries out here lead very easy, comfort-
able lives, and generally make money. When once they can per-
suade the Datives to wear trousers or petlicoats they flatter them-
aslves that the people are c.nverted. The truth is, and it is well
kaown to every practical man who has lived among them, that the
change of germent, instead of making them earneat Christians,
Tenders them both immoral and dishonest, and gradually reduces
them to far lower deptha of depravity than they were in before thim
' conversion,’. It wonld delight me to be in Bogland and to mest
sowe of the people who support theee missions, I could give them a
few facis from my jpersonal experience of converted patives and
heathen natives which would open their eyes very considersbly.”
Truth comments on these passages as follows :—*' I have never dis-
guised my opinion that these missions are a monstrons waste of
money. Thar opinion I have formed on what can be discovered st
this distance as to the progress of Christianity and the character of
the Obvigtianised Africas. When =n observer on ‘the epot—a
Chrig'ian bimself—forms the game opinion, there can be little donbt
aboat the truth, I bave no word to esy against any Christiar, who;
feels a call in that direction, going among the heathen to preach the
Gospel. The propagation of religion; however, by means of rival,
not to eay hostile, associations in London, with salatied evapgelists
in partibus, is a vicious system. Christianiiy was not orizinally
diffused by that method, and never cunld have bern. Bt. Paal wonld
not have bzen Bt. Paul had be been employed at so mack a year by
an coffice in Jeruealem, with a rise in salary for each addition to his
family.” Dat it is only on Catholie principles that missions such ag
{hose preached by Bt, Paul could be concucted, All this confusion
in Basutoland i8 the fruits of ceparting from these prioeiples, and
the necessary resulis of Prolestant methods. We find, in fact, in
the inevitable failare of Protestantism to convert the heathen, an-l
the positive hindrance it opposes ta this, a conviveing proof that 1t
was not to it the commission of preachisg the Gospel to the world
wus given. Its preteusions, therefore, are ia all respects gronadless
and false,

THE gossip inevitably attendant on the declicing
years of a reigning Pope s to the Cardiasl Lkely
{o succeed him, and which for some time has now
been yoing oo witk respeet to Lizo X1II, seemsin
this instance to be affected by som: motive more sipister than usnal,
We have, it is true, ia this iogtance alvo th: more ordinary claptirap,
We have already alluded to the manner in whic . the lite unhappy
man Crouch, was sllowed to defile the pages of a respectab'e periodi-
cal in Sydney by his impuadent prediciions on the ssbject. The
ramour besides more recently spread as to intrigues undertaken by
QOardinal Parocchi was of the same kind. And we may remark in
pasging, that the rumour in gquestion had, even before it was circ -
lated, received a conclusive comtradiction from the »a ure of sn
address delivercd by the Cardical in Rome. The address was that
made by His Eminence on the occreron of his inavgurating a monn.
ment {0 the late Polish Cardinal Czcki, and when he referred to the
position of Poland in a strain that waa said fo eall out the disappro-
val of the Pope, as likely to give offence to Russia. For this, .of
conree, it would be rash to vonch. The Pope fiads many interpreters
ready to speak for him, and to attribute to him utterances which he
has never made, What is, nevertheless, certain, is that Cardinal
Parocchi had expressed himself openly and on a public oceision in &
mancer that was understood to reflect severely on Russia’s treatment
of the Poles. Buat a Cardinal intrigeing for ths succession of the
Papacy would svoid any cxpression of the kind and would be very
careful a3 to imcurriog the reg:ntment of uny one of the great
Eoropean powets. The mention, however of Ca:dmnal Lavigerie
especially «s likely to succeed the present Pope is suggestive of a
motive deeper than that from which idle gosaip proceeds, Theelection
of a Frenchman might be displeasing o both Germany and Italy
—thongh, where the latter Power, at least, i3 concerned, it may be

SINISTER
BUMOURS



