
On Easter Sunday the members of the Dunedin Irish Rifles and
other Catholic volunteers, encamped near Oamaiu, were marched,
under the command of Major Callan, and headed by the Garrison
Bandaui the pipers of the Dunedin Highland Rifles, to the Catholic
church of the town, where Mass was celebrated at 11 a.m., by the
Rev. Father McMullen. The Very Rev.FatherMackay preached on
the gospel of the day.

opposes an effectual impediment. The cream of the joke, however,
appears to be our Bprightly Minister's boastful contrast of theeducated demo3racy to be formed by his primary schools with thedemocracies of America and the Southof Europe. Isnot this gayyoungMinister aware that the secular syßtem he takes such a foolishpride in has long been established in America,and has produced
there several relays of democrats ? On what but arrant folly doesbe therefore base his expectationsof better results in New Zealand ?As to the democrats of Southern Europe,they are the veryoriginators
and foundersof the system he delights in;and hereagain arrantfolly seems toenter deeply into his calculations. Finally, as to theself-respect andself-control which, he tells us,are inculcated in the
primary schools,even a passing view of the risinggeneration turnedout by them can make us acquainted with their nature. "

And it
was>. when, under these circumstances," concluded the Minister," weheard the tramp of Democracy striding on that we listened to it
with hope, expectation,and eager joy." But whatof the yell of thelarrikin that accompanies that tramp ? Does it take nothing away
from the transport of listening to it1 Oar Minister, nevertheless, is
very joung,and necessarily a little "green." He will know better
by the time ho ins cut his wise teeth. He is"cute

"
enough, weadmit, as it is, hut "cuteness

"
is not knowledge,not evenwisdom.

His Geace ArchbishopRedwood(says tbe Wellington Post
of March 23)paid his first visit to St. Patrick s College this yearon
Saturday last, andaddressedtheboys in the study hall at somelength
upon their class duties. His Grace expressedhimself well pleasedat
finding such a large number of boys before him, and brought his
address to a close by granting the boys ahalf holiday for to-day. The
proceedings weremade the more pleasing by the admirable playing
of severalselections by the College Orchestra, under Mr. Trowell.

The Otagoand Canterbury volunteers appear<o havehad rather
a jolly time of it in their Easter encampment nearOamaru. They,however,had also an opportunity to obtain experience thatmilitary
life is not all " skittles andbeer," as the saying is, and somepretty
hard work seems to have been required of them. The men arere-
portedof as having acquitted themselves creditably in their various
evolutions, andsome acknowledgment of their self-denial ingiving up
their holidays to the service of the colony is certainly their due.

The annual gathering and treat to the children of Panmnre,
Ellerslie andHowick, (sayg the Auckland Star), took place on St
Patrick's Day, in the pretty and shady paddock of Monsignor
MacDonald at Panmure. There must have been 300 youngsters pre-sent, all neatly dressed, and the number of adults could not have
been under 700. Tne gathering was a very animated one,and all
enjoyed themselves greatly. After the -'feast" the afternoon was
taken upwith allsorts of games andsports, the time-honouredpastime
of "hurling" being engaged in for a short timt. Amongst those
present were a number of Maoris. In the eveninga most suceessfnl
vocaland instrumental concert was givenin the PanmureHall,theschool children under the direction of Miss Honan taking a pro-
minent part in the affair. The assemblage wasoneof the largest everseen in the hall. The following took part in tbe concert:—Monsig-
nor McDomld and Tamihana (Maoriduet), Mr Higgine, Mrsßadeley,
Misses Brennan,Walker, Mr Absolum, Mr A.Loomb, Messrs Hann-
ken and the pupils.

Ibish affairs still apparently leavemuch tobe desired. Between
whatis really going on and wbatis rumoured matters seem pretty
lively. Among rumours founded on journalistic or telegraphic inven-tion, we may place the intentions ascribed to the Popein giving an
audienc to the Archbishop of Dublin. Surely it requires a very
brazen imagination to represent His Holiness, even afterLordSalis-
bury's liteattack on the Catholic Caurcb,as desirousof givingpolitical
assistance to the Tory Government. Everything, in fact, reportedas
to the Archbishop's visit to Rome,if such a vis.thas reallybeen paid,
maybe setdown to the same account. Of a like nature,nodoubt, is
thenews as to a re-organisation of Fenians in London,and probably
the confeience of one of Mi Parnell's delegates in America with the
Clan-na-Gael. A report that we may receive asprobably true is that
touching tho continued shyness of Mr Parnell to accept Mr Healy'a
challenge to resign his seat,for thepurpose of puttinghis popularity to
the test. Such is, besides, the report of Mr Parnell's activity in the
CountySlig >, aad theconsequent stoning thereof Mr McCarthyandhis
followers. A stirring scenealso was that which occurred intheburning
down,owingtoanover-heated flue,of theConrthouseatTipperarywhile
the trial of themenaccused of riot was taking place there. Messrs
Dillon and O'Brien, whohad beenbrought there from Galway as wit-
neeses, and were confined in cells adjoining the building, wereremoved, we arc told, on the breaking out of the fire. Later intelli-
gence states that the jury acquitted Breen, Breenock, and Keating,
but disagreed respecting Daltonand Gill.

The ceremonies of Holy Week took place as usual last week
in Bt. Joseph's Cathedral, Dunedin. The priests who, besides the
Bisbop, were present at the office of Tenebrae on the evenings of
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and otherwise took partin the cere-monies, were the Very Bey.Fathers Mackay andO'Leary, andFathers
Lynch, Adm., O'Donnell (Port Chalmers), O'Neil (Milton), Hunt,
McMullen, and P. O'Neil. On the morning of Holy Thursday the
oils were blessed and Pontifical High Mass was celebrated by the
Bishop. Thealtar of repesehad beenvery beautifully decorated with
flowersaDd lights by the Dominican nuns, and the watch before the
sepulchre was maintained during the day by the members of the
Confraternityof Our Lady of PerpetualSuccour andof the Sodality
of the Children of Mary, the menof the Holy Family taking their
placeat night and occupying it until morning. The chuich was also
■visited by large numbers of tho general congregation. On Qocd
Friday, at 11 a.m., the Mass of thePre-pam^ified wascommenced, the
VeryRev. Father Mackay actingas cc' i nt. The Bishop preached
on thePassion of o^r BlessedLord, anJ, 'also during an instruction
given by him tbe previous evening, referred to the exclusion of
religion from the educational system of the Colony. The most rev.
speakercharacterised this a? an insult to Christ and an outrage on
the Divine Majesty, andpointed to the distress existing in the Cjlocy
as probablyarisinginpunishmentof it. Onthemorning ofHoly Satur-
day,at the blessing ofthepaschal candle and font, and theHigh Mass
following, Father Mackay again acted as celebrant. The music of
the Mass was sung, as also on Holy Thursday, by the choir of the
DominicanNnns, an especially beautiful effect being produced by
the singiDg of a Gregorian "'

Kyne,"harmonised,and without accom.
paniment. On Easter Sunday Pontifical High Mass was celebrated
at 11a.m.by the Bishop,Father Lynch actingas deacon, and Father
O'Nsil as sub-deacon. The Bishop also preached, taking the
Resurrection as bis subject. The high altar and tbe sanctuary had
beenbrilliantly decorated for the occasion by the Dominican Nuns.
The choir, under the conductorship of Signor Squarise, and with
MiesD. Horanat the organ, performed the '"

Kyne" and
"

Gloria
from Mozart No. 1, the remamder of the Mass being from Gounod's
Messc Soltnndle. Inthe evening, after Vespers,the Bishoppreached
again. BothonThursday andSaturday thenumber of communicants
was large, and on Sunday it seemed to include the whole Catholic
body, so continuous were the throngs approaching the altar.

The Hod. the Minister of Education is still only in the morning
of his days, an1 therefore we may hope that, with experience,he
will gain consistency. The gay young Minister, in fact, began an
address to the North Canterbury Educational Institute the other
day with a protest of his firm resolution to avoid arrant folly. He,
however,finished it up by giving way in a very marked manner to
the folly he condemned. He spoke, for instance, oE the outrageous
extravaganceby which the Colony has been brought to the brink of
ruin— that, namely, of expending nearly £350,000 annually on the
primaryschools— as something to be proud and thankful for. He,
moreover,spokeof it as forming a precedent to be improved on in
more prosperous days— the very days against whose approach it

The following extracts from a private letter received from a
thoroughly reliable source, explain bow matters are regarded in
Ireland by people free from bias,and desirous only of the good of
their country.— "You have seen,Iam sure, an account of the tre-
mendous iow that has sprung up in Ireland about the leadership.
Aye, not inIreland alone,butall over the world wherever the Irish
race is scattered. It must certainly be said that the man who has
been so conducting himself for the past seven or eight yars,and who
persisted inhis shameless career up to the last, knowing the damage
his exposure would cause to Ireland's interests, deserves very little
sympathy from Irishmen,no matter wbathis past services may have
been. Things are looking more hopeful at present, as Isee from
latest papers that a settlement has been come to, though the terms
of thesettlement arenot yet disclosed. We may thank the Freeman
for most of the mischief of the past six or seven weeks, as but for
that paper endeavouring to foist the deposed leader or the people
the whole row would have been nippedin the bud. The Freeman
backei him up, He seized on Unitid Ireland, a,ttd having the
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Dunedin— tbe suite of furniture at Messrs. Scoular and Chisholm's,
andanumber of oil paintings andother objects of art in the windowof Mr. Braithwaite's book Arcade. They hava attracted much
favourable attention,and everyone who has seen them admits that
thepricepaid on the tickets iB surprisingly low.
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