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ROMANCEs OF REAL LIFE,

— -

A NEw YORK newspaper man recently interviewed several promi-
nent citizens with the purpese in v.ew of securing material for
stories of adventures outside the domain of ficlion, Awmoog those
secured there weretwo that will be particularly intercsting to Free-
man’s Journal veaders, the narratora being no less personages than
ex-Mayor and Mps, William R, Grace,

“During one of the ravolutions that almosa* yearly ronvalss
some of the Houth American republics,”” said ex-Mayor Wiiliam
B. Grace. “ I was o leri. This revolutivn terminated at the
battle of La Palma in a victury for the revolutionary army over the
Government forces.

“The conntry was infested in all directions by large bands of
robbers. They were principally escaped convicts wha took advantage
of the disturbed condition of the country and the lack of streng and
organised government to rob and plunder, and even murder, those
unfortunate travellers whom pureuit of business caused tu cross their
path, [n company with two friends, William Lapsley and William
Waterhouse, forming a trinmvirate of three Williams, Lstarted ont from
Callao to try to get ingide the Government liner, and, if possible, eee
something of the mancenvres of the rival armies, whick were then face
to face in the vicinity of Chirrilos, each with one wing resting upon
the sea and the other protected from flank attack by the high killg,
which as spurs from the great range of the Andes, closely approach
the sea. We were well mounied, and took acircuitous routejthrough
what is known as La Morte, which is a thickly worded eountry lying
contiguozs to the valley of the Rimac. That night we camped on
the banks of a silver stream. After an ideal forest meal composed
of savoury fish from the brook at our feet, game that we bad bagged
on our journey, snd luscious froit which flourished in profusion on
every side, we dropped into slumber, Bright and early next moraing
we broke up our camp and in good heart started on cur way, know-
ing that we wouldsoon reach the position held by the Government forces,
The country was so densely wooded that 1t seemed at times as if we
shonld be nnable to get our horses through, and while pickiog our way
carefully along we dropped upon a band of robbers at breakfast.
The surprise was motuosl, 1t was too late for us to retreat, and
though we were armed to the teeth, 1t was futile to make any resis-
tance pgainst so snperior a force, while to surrender passively would
be to invite spoliation and murder. Equal to the emergency, one of
my friends whispered in my ear. °‘ Graee, the best thing we ean do
is to cffer to join these fellows at breakfast., They probably have
something of the virtue of hospitality in their souls, Anyway it's our
only chance,” So puttiog on a bold face, simulating confidence we
by no means felt, we rode boldly into the camp. Leaping lightly
off his horse, my friend grasped the hand of the most villauous-looking
of the robbers, whom he supposed to be the chief. We imitated his
example, COur geniality had such an effect on them that we were
goon sworn [riends, as thick as thieves, in fact., They invited us to
breakfsst, and we accepted the invitation with alacrity, and to our
great surprise when the meal was over they banded around some
cigars, which were really prime, being atolen, I suppose, from some
cavalier or caravanp, trealing us aliogether with great covrtesy sod
copsideration, wishing us a prosperous jonrney and long hife and
happiness,  As soon as we were out of their view we pat the spurs to
our horses, nut bicause we were afrand, but because we wanted to,—
Tno very best result we could have hoped for was to get off with our
lives (and be left stracded in the wilderness far beyond the bounds
of civiligation). To save uvur horses, which were richiy caparisoned
and really valuable, and our jewel.ery and money, were really ubex-
pected strokes of good fortune,

“ Ab.ut fourteen miles off the ecast of Pern, the Chincha Isianda,
formerly the main guano deposits of the world, jut out of the water,
They are very small and exposed to the tuli sweep of the ocean, except
on the east erde. The channeis between the slands and the mainiznd
are studded with rocks and reefs, which in caim weather are covered
with water. If the weather is at all tempestuous the seas boil and
foam over these rocks, and muske a heavy suri around the islands,
rendening navigation dangerous, and at times totaliy impracticable,

“In the year 1835 1 founded a business house on one ol these
islande, and my business tovk me afivat a great deal; 1o fact 1
lived aflcat on a store-ship connected with my estabhishment, I was
constantly being rowed from cne place to another, and was daily
obliged to pass around what wa3a known in those parts as‘Cape
Horn.,' ‘I'he conscguence was that I got to know that passage
thoroughly, and was not afraid to go through 1t in very stormy
weather. One day, duribg a heavy gale, 1t became necessary for
me to go around ‘Cape Horp, and 1 put out i a small boat with
two expert carsmen as crew, I steered, We were getting along
very well, and were over s epot where [ hal pever scen a rock, when
the boat was lifted up and dashed down with fearful violence,
Many a time I knew 1 had passed over that place in perfect saf-ty,
and 1t was ooly the extra heavy wind that bad lamd it bare and
wrecked our Doat. Suverai times I was i imminent dapger of
being thrown upon the rocks, but, fortunately, being lightly c’ad,
after a desperate strugglc I managed to reach a point known as the
Large Buoy, whire vessels were tu toe habit of loadiog from shoots.
Beivg much exbausted, it was a long
myself heard above the nowwe of toe rolilug waters hreaking agaiost
the iron-bound coast, bur tinally I attracted the attention of a
vesgel's crew, and was foon afterwards rescued. The two men, my
ctew. were never sfterwards beard of. Although wach stronger
swimmers than myself, the seas that apared me catried them (o their
long acrount,

* In 1880, with Mrs, Grace and two of my dsughters, I was on
board the steamer Seawanhaka, in the East River, bound for our
home at Great Niek, oo Long lsland, We were sitting oo deck
together when # loud explosion took place, and fire imwediately
broke out in the forward part cf the ship. At first the unpnlse was
to rush downstairs, but after bastily conferring with my wife wo
decided to get out oo the abter deck, Thete we saw mauy pergons

time bofore I cculd make

trying to pull the life-preservers out of the racks in which they wers
fastened to ths awniog deck. Mrs. Grace at once saw the folly of
atterpting to extract the life-preservers in that way, and, jumping
up o1 one of the settees, sha pulled the slats down instead of trying
to g t each ove out singly. 1 followed her example, and othera
follo ved mice, and in & moment the ship was covered with life-
pres rvers, which were put on with all speed. A moment later [
beat Lmy wils sayiog v an ld man, ' Why Jdoo’t you put on a life-
pres cver!’ The old man waa Abraham Duryea, ths father of the
Dur, evs who established the starch f.ctory at Glencoe. He was
then eighty-three veara old. He rerponded, ‘T ca:’t put on & life-
pre-: tver becanss I have got only one arm.” Mre, Grace then said,
‘L'l put & hfe-preserver on for you.” Aassoon as she had done this,
I tiet it on bia back, and so tightly that when the old man turned
up ¢n Sunkem Meadow, he had his cane fastened in his life-
preserver.

~ My wifa beiog sick at the time, we de’ermiped to stick to the

ship a® long aa possible. The vessel was burning very rapidly, and
the smoke enveloped us and the flames surronnded us, Judge O'Gor-
man came along and gallantly offered lo take charge of oae of my
danghters, which he did, and landed her safely in New York. My
youoger danghter remained in my care. Bhe was very much
frightened, while her mother was so cool that, after emptying a
bandbaz of a valaabie pair of earrings and G500dols., she threw it
away, eaying that she dida’t want to be encombered with any extra
weight, Istowed my wife and daughter behind the wonkey rail, 1
stood on the ontside o as toassist people overboard mnd to prevent them
from interfering with my wife snd dangbter. In some incomprehensible
way, however,a very stout woman crowded herself in the narrow apace
where they were, and they all got jammed together, in imminent
danger of being held there until, when the flames came far enough,
they wonld be buroed tc death, By the exertion uf ruperbumsn
power, Mra. Grace lifted her over the side and into the water, We
remained by the boat until ber noge stuck in the mud of Sunken
Meadow, when the flames drove my wife overboard. My daughter
was 8o frightened that she refused to follow, and 1 had to throw her
over, when I followed to support her, telling her that a girl with pood
strong Christian faith onght to die, if necessary, gladly and calmly,
“ Mrs, Grace had been carried away by the tide, which runs very
gwiftly near Hell's Gate. I called out to her, ** Don't attempt to
swim,’ but her plunge had slightly dazed her (she told me afterwarda
that she bad not expected 10 go under water with a life-preserver on),
aod she did'nt bhear me. Juost them a boat came along and picked
her up. She told them to wait for me and her danghter. They said
there was no room, and indeed there was noce, twelve or fourteen per-
sons being crowded into a amall boat, which was, 1o addition, almost
balf full of water, and with ready resource she promptly unshipped the
oar with which the occupants were propelling the boat, giving us a
chance to come up, I haoded 1n my daaghter and chmbed in my-
gelf. I immeliately begnn to bail out the boat—I think with my
hat, was it not !’ said Mr. Grace, turning to hig wife, who bad in the
meaniime entered the room.

" No," responded Mrs, Grace; “it was with a tin vessel you
found in the bottom of the boat. You had lost your hat,

Mr, Grace continued :—

* One womar who etood alongside of my wife on the stern of that
vessel was too thoronghly dazed to leave it, and #e saw her burned
to death, We were the only family baving any number on board that
escaped without the loss of at least one member. Sizty-seven lives
were iost. From our litile place of Great Neck aloge eleven persons
lest their lives.

“ Mr, Duryea advertised. expressing a desire to reward the lady
who had fastened the Life-preserver on bim. He got twenty-foor
angwers, Happening to tell the incident to some friends, it reached
the ears of Mr. Duaryca, wbo bastened to our house, acd burst into
tears at the sight of my wife.

 Mrs, Grace can tell you a mach better story of adventure than
any 1 have related, if she will,” continaed Mr, Grace, turning to bis
wife. Mrs, Grace thought sha woulda't—aidn’t care to—bat finally
related the following thrilling story :

**When we were liviog in Pern, South Amcrica, about twenty
five years ago, 1 was 11l with fever, the only remedy for which was
change of air. The doctors accordingly ordered me to the Chincha
Islands, where I went on board a store-ship. I had been there only
two days when the Spaniarde arrived and tock possession of the
1elands and the shipping, without the formality, I believe, of a declara-
tion of war.  Of course we were very much surprised, bat had to
submit, They found on the 1slands 300 conviets, sll murderers, who
were working in the gnano mines, Thkey did oot propose to taks
charge of all these rascals, and so they sent them to the nearest sea-
port town, Pisco  All communication was cut cff between the
18lands and the mainland. 1 wasmost anxious to get back to Callao
to rejoin my family, and in the morning & gentleman told me that if
I coutd dress and pack my luggage ia balf an hour he could get a
passage for me on a steamer. We went in a little rowboat some
distacce out oo tbe Pacific Ocean to an English steamer, whose
captain had not heard of this trouble, Then we went to this port
called Pisco, and the authorities there wanoted the captain to take
these 300 convicts to Callao, the seaport of Lima, the capital, as they
bad no plage to keep them. The captain baing an Fngliahman, and
knowing Mr, Grace, althongh be was unkoown to me, cousulted me
a8 to whetber he should take them, saying that he would be well paid.
[ unhesitatingly condemned the project, saying that I knew some-
thing of the character and tbe record of th2se mew, and that they
were thoronghly bad. Then he gaid that he would not take them.
However, when we were ready to leave Pisco, 165 of these convicts
were brought on board, with a guard of ouly fifteen soldiers, and the
convicts were Dot in rrons, The captain gave them hot soup and
juked with them to keep them in a good humour, The soldiers seat
their prisoners ait, and mude them come out one by one to be counted.
In the mean time I had gone down stairs to prepare for luncheon,
when 1 heard the rush of men acruss the deck. A tremendous tumnult
ensued, 1 heard the clashing of bayonets and the firing of guas,



