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speak Enpglish, Nor is it very easy 1o see why peoples should be
excluded whose languages are different, The confusion at Babel was
intended to separate men engaged in common on an evil undertaking:
We do not leara that its object « mbraced the separation of men whose
unjon meant the pursuance snd furtherance of praiseworthy ends.—
Men speaking Eaglish, hesides, may vary quite as much in disposi-
tion and sentiment a8 men who make use of different tongues. That
their interests ulso may be variovs, we 2an easily gather by reading,
for example, some of the srticles ia the American protectionist
organs, A possible fuderation, or alliance, moreover, that at present
is feared as threatening the existiog state of Enrope, and consequently
of the world, is that between two opations which speak different
tonguss—namely, the Cbinese and the Russisns. The movement
towards progress, in fact, which for some time has been taking place
in China, shows sigos now of proceeding at a much accelerated pace.
Bailways are to be constracted 1o the conotry, and industries de-
veloped and eatablished, A great deal has already beeo done towards
equipping the pation as an armed and warlike people. They have
become adepts in the founding of guns and cannon, and a8 we know
their naval power has arisen and grown under English instruction.
What is now feared is that they will form an offensive and defensive
aliiapce with Buseia, and will pour their maonfactures and tbe
prodocte of their industry and ekill into Eorope, so as to defy all
compelition thers, Kurope, nevertbeless, is not the only portion of
the world that would be affeeted by such an alliance. The alarm has
already been sounded in the United States, and it has even been
proposed 1o close American markets against Cbinese purchasers, lest
facilitiea should be given for bringing about the condition of things
apprehended. But much more reason is there for these colonics to fear
any growth or expansion of Chinese power. We know that the Chinesc
GQoverament ia not completely indifferent to whattakes place amongns,
The apger shown by them touching the recent legislation in some of
the colonies fur the exclusion of Chineee immigrants bas made that
quite evident. At any rate, the development of Chinese resources,
80 a8 to make the country the formidable power it has capacities to
become, must necessarily affect the position of these colonies in no
light degree,—8ir George Grey cxpresses the opinion that the greater
federation of which he speaks would prabably lead to changes in the
conatitution of the Colonies. * It seemed to bim,” he added,  that
in the event of such federation, questions of defence would be effec-
tually s:ttled.” And questions of defence, 1t is evident, would
assume an immeasurably greater importance for us with China
in alliance with Russia and established as a fully developed power
on our tlank, What, therefore, aro the chances of the formation of
this federation of which Sir George speaks, and which it ig posaible
to suppuse mizlit actnally become 1mperative for our safsty? It
must also, aceording to present appearances, itclude some alliances
that are not Engiwh speaking, in tbe shape, fur example, of the
Bouth American H'ates, Bt it it be beld in view, the manner o
which a certan transaction that may oceur before very long is re-
garded by us muat neeessarily be affected, We allade to the parchase
by the United %tates of the Sandwien Istands, to complete which it
was rumoured the late King Kalakaua had gooe to America, and
which, if intended, will burdly be indered by his dearh, his sue-
cessor beop still wmore than he under Ameriean influences, If the
federaticn of thess colontes with America be held iv view we say,
especislly with regard Lo necessities to arise from Chinese develop-
ment, tha establishment of America n our closer neighbourhood
must be constdered a very desirable matser. I such be not the case
1t 18 to be feared that the commnnity of language ¢xisting between
these cones and the States will be chiefly taken advantage of in
the employment on both sides of unfriendly arguments, This
question of the Banlwien Is auds, 1n fact, may afford us & very fair
test ag tu whether or not Sir George Grey's proposal can posstbly be
carried out, We hLave some fear, mcantime, 1hat gir George is
engaged with a chimera, Bntat lemst let us hope that from what,
ever ra'ional schuma of difence they fipally determine on, New
Zzaland may not be czecluded—though it seems agreed that fur the
present ahe must remain apart,

GUr Auckland e.ntewmporary, the New Zealand
Tirald, peeme anything rather than sacistied with
the reeults obtained by the secular schools. Qur
contemporary declares that, even so far ad secular
instriction is concerned, the seheols are a tailure, And l¢t us note
particularly that, according to our contemporary, a Free Library
docs not present those altiuciions to the nising generation which wo
bave Jately beard spohen ol a5 coertain to attend on the establishment
of auch an onstituhon n Dupedin. Uar conlemporary gives us
plainly to Loderstand that such at luast 18 not tbe case 1n Aucklana,
But s not that rather a shabby juse whieh our contemporary pro-
potey to the Mimster of Bduca'ion a8 o meaps of bringing the risiog
pencratt o bafore hron bor Lis personal examinatioy, He recommends
that the Monster should advoitise fir o an vnan l-hoy and thee
exam:n¢ ltha apphcants  He rays hy would haoi thom 1gnorant of
Kew Zealand geograpby, of the poliics of the Coluey, asd of
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almost everything else except srithmetic and tbe mechanical part
of writing, Our eontemporary, however, would back the boys as to
their snswering in an examination in athletic sporte, or in the more
doubtful matter of the borses entered for the Melbourne
cup, or other things of the kind. The boys, he says, and
we muppose he tacitly includes the girls, are not stopid bat
badly iostructed, ‘‘The fact is that they are good material
spoilt in the making.,” * They are oot scholars,” ha goes on to BaY,
“ They are not young gentlemen, They have no polish, Their acvent
and their gramatical blunders gtill stamp them #a belonging to the
class below the educated class.” ¢ And yet,” he adds, * any English
public school boy who bas been ata public school forsix to eight
years—no matter what his parentage may have been, carries with
bim the unmistakable stamp of an educated young gentleman, both
in speech and manners,” What was that saying, perhaps now for-
gotten and always in part calumnious, but by which in old timesthree
typical English public achools wera described? * Eton gentlemen,
Harrow hoys, and Westminster blackguards.,” Did it not ron some-
thing to that effect? We fancy it would not be difficult to guess the
term (teneral Booth, for example, would pick from it to deseribe the
type of boy produced by the Epglish Board schools—to which the
public schools of New Zealand most nearly approach., The secular
gystem, however, a8 it exists among us in these colonies, is condemnped,
even by its own fricnds, as intellectually destructive, lo a moral and
religious point of view, it is simply an abomination.

@olomal  Hotes,

YESTERDAY morning (says the Wellington Post of the 9th inet) hie
Grace Archbiskop Redwood proceeded to the Lower Hutt for the
purpese of opening the Catholic school in that place, which 18 to be
in charge of three Bisters of Mercy. The weather was most anepicions
for the ceremony. His Grace, accompanied by the Vicar-General,
the Very Rev, Father Macnamara, arrived by the morniog trair in
time to attend Mass at 11 c’clock, The Viear was the celebrant, and
an eloguent address was given by the Archbishop on the duties of
parents to their children. After the morning service his Grace pro-
ceeded to bless the echool and declared 1t open, He waas received by
the Sisters and presented with an address by the children, His Grace
attecded vespers in the evening, aod again preached a most eloguent
sermou. An efficient choir, under the leadership of Mr, E, P, Bunny,
sang very creditably at both seivices, and was materially assisted by
Mrs. MeClean, of the Hutt, and Miss McClean, of Wellington, who
in the evening gave a very beaatiful rendering of Gounod’s * There
isna Green Hill Far Away.” His Grace and the Vicar were the guests
of the Very Rev, Father Lane, the parish priest.

The Hon, Dr. Grace, M.L.C, (saya the Wellington Post of
Fehruary 11), presided over a representative meeting of the Catholic
residents of the city, beld 1n tbe Marist Brotoers' echoolroom, Boul-
cott atred t, Jast evening, 118 object being to decide upon the best way
in which honour could be done to the Bev, Father Kerrigano, parish
priest, who ia on tbe eve of leaving to take charge of the Blepheim
eure. 1t was resolved that the testumoaial should take the form of a
purse of soverelgns and an illuminated address.A A committee was
appointed to draft the address, and 1t was decided that the draft
should be submitted at a mectiog of proposed subscribers to be held
11 the sehaolroom, Boulcott street, at 3 o’clock on Sunday afterncon.
Futher Kerrigan’s successor will be the Rev, Father Devoy, 3,M., who
19 at present Vice-Hector of 8t, Patrick's College.

The Rev, Father Devoy’s acceptance of the curs of Te Aro parish
(say the Post of February 11) necessitutes hig reiioquishment of the
office of Vice-Rector of St. Patrick’s College, which he has keld for
the last gix years. Those who are famtiliar with the interual working
of the College will not need to be told that Father Devoy has been
extremely popular with the students, ani has entered into their
personal joys and sorrows with characteristic sympathy. As, how-
ever bis new dutier will not tike him away from the immaeadiate
neighbonrhood of the College, he will continne to show interest in
everything conncected with 1t welfare, The change will take place
early next muntl, when the BRev, Father Lewis, now parish pricst
at Blenbeim, will take Father Devoy's place, with the title of Pro-
curator, The Hev, Father Holley, who lately returned from Huarope,
has also joined 1he College stafl,

According to the Melbourne currespondent of a Sydney daily
why recently heard Bishop Higrins and the Anglican Primate
preaching in Melboutne (says the Freeman's Journal), the Bishop is
& far better preacker than Dr. Smuth, ‘1he correspondent aays, after
some disparagiog comments on the Primate’s sermoo : * Impressive-
ness tbe sermon did not possess, On tke other band, Dr, Higpinag
selected simple but elegant language 1n which to convey his 1deas,
which were bright and tall of life, and when the Bishop had done,
you foupd that he bad set yom thinking, and told yon eome new
things of Godl and yuurself, Dr, Bmith’s style was stiff and a trifle
aguressive ; Dr. Higgine's was free and fervid.”

Poor cld Chimquy bids fair to fill a penniless grave, owing to
the rognery <f a couple of Koglish booksellers. Ana rogues they
must be who even lay thivvish huods on a bundls of lies, ' Father'
Chinguy,” eayy the (fraaf fleenct _Ldvertwer, * writes to Dominug
(Steftely Muller, Cipe Town, wmeng other things, that two Eoglish
pockgellers asked to Le allowed to publish his buoks on condition
that they pawd him a fraction of the profita. One of them never



