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Catlin, the artist and explorer, thus speaka of the forefathers of the
present Bioux :

“I have travelled saveral yeara already among these people, and
1 bave not had my ecalp taken, nor a blow struck me, neither has my
property been stolen, nor had I ever occasion to raise my band against

#an Indian,”

The Indian is exactly what we have made him, and the cause of
thig trouble, as I have pointed out 1n 2 previous letter, is due o the
unscrupulous greed and dishonesty of the Indian agents and frontier
settlers to get possession of the Indian landa,

But what impression have all these solemn but cheering facta
made upon the public mind a8 compared with the * a'rocities com.
mitted by the Indians,” their Messiab dances and other harmless
antics which have occupied eolumn after column of the newspavers
for the past month ? Alas, wickedners presants more vivid contrasts
than virtue does, its history 18 more picturesque and has more of the
element of the expected, But the murder of Sitting Bull was entirely
unezpected, It was ¢ savage, brutal killing—a tragady which loudly
calls for an investigation sand one which ghill severely punish the
conspirators who have grimly besplashed the Stars and Stripes with
the bicod of an untried, unconvicted man, covered the whole Indian
race with shame, brought scorn upon their essaye in e¢ivilisation, and
robbed them of their bard earned possessions,

JOHN BOYLE OREILLY.
—

TUE fallowing{say s the Catholic Revien) are some intereating extracts
from the B.ston Memonial meeting held 1n honour of Joha Boyle
O'Reilly : —-

The story of ibe life of John Boyle O’Reilly ie one upon which
the good and true will ever loog to lovingly linger, From the day-
dawn of his existence until 118 close, there was not an act performed
by him that was nut noble and pure, Born upon the verdure-clad
ghores of holy Ireland, be grew to early manhood amid her smiling
valleys and her frownung hills, Learniog her checkered but
proud sicry alike from buok and converse, his young heart became
filled wilh the gloricus traditions of faith and fatberland, His 8ul
was inspired by the historic memories of struggles and sacrifices made
by each succeeding generation of kis unconguerable race,

Gifted with a poetic nature, he feit the spurit of the people
breathing, a8 it were, throngh the plaintive but defiant ballads of
their barde. The struggles through which their sires had passed, lhe
glories of their achievements, the galhing chain of poitical slavery
rankling upon their fettered limbs, the ungquenchable aepirations for
liberty that thrilled their unfettered spunt—~all these memories aud
hopes burned with fierce intensity in tbe bosom of the youthiul
O'Keilly, and can.ed him to proudly enrol! himself in the ranhs of the
revolutlouary brotherhood, then being organised in Ireland, to mak -
anotber raliy for the grand old cause—the canse of Sarsfield, and of
Sheares, ot Tone, Russell, and Orr, of Mitchell, Meagher, and O’Brien ;
the canse for which Grattan thundered 1a tbe Sevate, and (be men ot
Wicklow and Wextord batled 10 the ficld ; the ciwuge for which the
good and brave stroguled in the past, and for which, until victory
crowns the effort, the manhood of Ireland will batile i the furure,
undeterred by past disasier, unintimidated by present danger. Biitain
might na weil 1eahise that justice nlone will satisfy the Irish paople,
and tbat as long as England is unjust Ireland will be rebeliious.

O'Reilly bad learoed the {rade of a prister w the newspaper
offices of his native country, and was for some time employed 1 the
capacity of a reposter, Hetravelled professionally through the coun-
try, and realisud the ternble disa ivantage at which the andisciplined
peatantry wouid be placed in facing

“ Fearfol odds,
For the ashes of their fathers
And the temples of thewr gods,”

For while O'Reilly was poetical, he was also practical. Heknew ihat
military experience apd tralning wete hecesdary to any kind of cam-
paign. The vee of arms was probibited 11 the countay, and the pros.
pect of acquinog the knowledie even of elementiry dull was uot
engruraging.

But cur young friend determned that he would secure the
coveted trainiog and .oformation,  Nay, mere, thit bhe would cumpel
the alien oppreseur to lavmsh him wiin tn: best tasiruction ; and
with this worthy object 1 view he concerved and carned out the
bold project of jormung one ot the crack regiments iu her Majesy’s
Bervice.

Ot the life of O'R:illy av a trooper there 13 not much to be
told. While he wore the unit am of tue Queen of Great Briain and
Empress of India, bia loyulty was not due to ier, ber seeptre, or her
crown., No; b3 allegienee belongadl unreservedly 1o that ideal
maiden who 0 long has wept apov. the hruken harp—tbe dark Rosa-
line, fignrative of kg vanguished bat undespairivye esuatry

Tbie 18 not the occasion to speak particularly of the movement
that followed. We remember the crugniog disasters that 8uacceeded
each other 1n those trying tmes, Vietory dud not gleam upon the
insurgent banner, it 14 true, but mea <f Insh bleoi throughout the
ages will remember with piide the heroes aud martyrs who, on field,
dungeon acd seaffold, endured toriure and faced death wodioeniogly
1n order that the principle of nationality might be un¢improma:ngly
maipiained,

O'heitly's efforts to wi over trom the ranks of bia couotry's
epemies recrvits tor the army ot [relaad wele discovered.  He was
arrested, tried by court marual, convieted aod sentenc:i to ba shot,
This judgment was subwequently commuted to rmprisonment for
twenty years, The young paliiot was then congigned to a eonviet
fprisun, dressed 10 the garb of a felon, and folced to work aud tal
among gang+ of Fughsh criminala,  Lae Government imagioed that
by thig villanous 1restment vi pol ical offenders they could place the
hero and tbe vagabond upon A common levil,

In the spring of 1866 O Reilly, thea a goung feilow of twenty-
two, was a prisoner in Arbor Hill military piison, Dub a.  Another

enthusiastic youog Irishman, James Murphy, occupied the cell
adjoining O'Railly's. Murphy is still alive and an American citizen,
He was Captain in the Twentieth Massachusetts Infantry., In the
prison O'Reilly wrote uncomplimentary versea about Ireland's
persecution. Every day the prison officials ware confronted with
satirical rhymes pigned © Saiggine.” Thney wers found on the walks,
doors, pavements, and many other places. Bits of stose and chalk,
and sometimes a pencil, were used to do the writing. Everything
possible was done to discover ** Bniggins,” but he was never found
oul. All thia time Murphy was being amused by O’'Reilly’s work,
and the two young {eilows became fast friends.

One day toward the end of Aogust, 1866, O’R:illy showed
Murpby his first poem. It was entitled * The Old School Clock,”
and was written on a piece of common browa piper. He gave 1t to
Muryhy as a keepsake, and asked him to take it to the United
States with him when his term would have expired, At that time
O'Keilly had pot the least iiea that he. too, would goto Amcrica.
Ha told Murphy a little bistory connected with the poem, While he
was station:d tn Dublin as a huzzar, his regtment was sent to the
town of Drogheda, in County Louth, to attend the elcction. Daring
the time that the regiment was stationed in that town, O'Reilly
received a short lesve of absence to visit the village of Dowth, two
miles away, where he went to school, Ia the old school time every-
thing was a3 1t had been in his school days except the clock.
inelead of the old timekeeper that stood against the upper end of
the school, near the teacher’s desk, was a braod new A merican
clock. The absence of the clock made him feel sorrowful. Oane
similar to that wnich had veen removed from the school stood in the
corrider of Arbor Hull Prison. It put him constantly in mind of the
old friend of his boyhood days, and 1t inspired bim te wrile the
peem on the piece of brown paper which he gave to his fellow-
prisomer.

Murphy had been arrested on a false charge, and he expected
that he would be acquitted on his trial. He had resolved that he
would then go to the United States, where he would have O'Reilly's
poem published. In October he was tried, but instead of the expeeted
acquittal, he was traoeferred to Mountjoy prison., Knowing that he
would be thoroughly searched before being taken from Arbor Hill,
he hid the manuscript of ‘ The Old School Clock " in the register of
bis cell. He did this to prevent the authorities from tracing the
authorship of * Bnigging " rhymes to O’Reilly. On the morning of
kis transfer to Mountjoy Murphy was orderel to strip naked. He
wan then taken to another cell, and his clothes, after being carefully
searcted, returned to him. He was taken away before he had a
chance to regain possession of the manuseript of O'Railly’s poem,

Several yeara after this Vere Foster, of Belfagt, who had authority
ag a philanthropist to visit the prisons, inapectsd Arbor Hill, He
fiund the maamnseript of * The Old School Clock,” Mr. Foster was
the proprietor of a 82ries of copy books that had b:ien adopted by the
National Board of Education 1n [reland., He likad O Reilly's pocm
3o much that he h:d 1t printed on the cover of » new edition of his
copy books, with a picture of the two ¢c.ocks. Tae Board of Educa-
tion sappr esed the edition when 1t found that the poem wis written
by T hn Boyle O’Reilly in Arbor Hill military prion, Subsequently
¥.re Foster came tn thig country.  He visited Mr, Murphy, and told
him that he ba | presented the maauseript of + The Old Scboasl Clock,”
to the author in Boston,

MARIIAGE AT KUMARA.
—-—
(From an occasional Coriespondent.)

Kumara, Febroary 7,
AK event of unusual importance took plase in 8t. Patiick's Church,
on Thureday, the Ath wost., it being the vecasion of uniting in wedlock
bonda Miss Johanra Maria Healy and M:. Joha Joseph Halpin,
The former hailed from Patrickswell, the latter from Carrigmartin,
hoth of county Limerick. Although the exact date on which the
event was to tike place waa not publicly known, yet 1t was fathomed
hy the knowing ones, and, as 18 inevitable in such cases, broadly eir-
culated.  For a few weekg previons to the nuptial day, from Kumara,
Greymouth, and Grey Valley, nomerous ant costly presents poured
tn freely %o the ntended bride, from her many well wishers, as
emhleme of their profound regard for her, and to attest their appre-
cration of her mauny steriing qualitis, The 5th February came. A
d.y of magnifizeot aplendour. Long before the appownted rear,
crowda from the town and suburbs streamed into tbe church to
witness the nuptial ceremontes The marnage was performed by the
Kev. Father O'Hallahar, assisted by the Kev, Father McManus
(Ross), and the Rev, Father Walshe (Kumara), Miss Martin acted
as bridesmaid, Mr. Harry Gritfin, Greymouth, as bridesman.  Mr.
Patrick Chambers tad the pleasing duty 10 perform of giving away
the bride, who was most beantifully arrayed 1n a hight fawn coloured
cashmere, trimmed with watered aulk of the same sbade, witn a court
train. The front of the bodice was trimmed with Maltese lace, V
ghaped, with a Mehet collar,  She also wore a wreaih of orange
blossoms, with a whitte tulie veil reaching to the eod of the train.
Io her rignt band she carried a bouguet, most artigiically woven by
the bridesmaid. The bride, thas environed b ' thess rich robes, looked
delightfuliy handsome, za did als» the bridesmaid 1n the neatly
DLCOMInYZ GTe+y gl > wute,  Tus binie’s iraveliiuy dioss was ol a dan
green cashmete, trimmed with dark green figurel sitk, A solemn
puptial High Mass was then celebrated, The Kev, Father O'Hallahan
acted as calebrant, the Rev. Fathers McManuay and Waishe deacon
and sub- leacon respactively. A full choiratiended. The * Wedding
March,” was played, as the happy couple wers leaving tbe church, by
Vi MeKeegan, Then toe loving par, accompamed by their friends
and reanves repeired to the presbytery, where they enjoyed the
contents of a table that groamed under the most delicious edibles.
After ecach and all had amply satisfied thewr inner requirements,
the Rev, Fathzr Q'Hatlahan asked the company “to drink with
acclamation to the health, future happiness, and prosperity of Mra,



