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the ontbreak and auccess of the Revolution, Tho Revolution, never-
theleas, as M, Taine also parrates, found the Church in France
engaged in good and holy work consiste 1t with her Divina origin,—
Bat to return : —Protestantism, having been stamped oat in France,
bowever it was stamped out there, sull remained dminant in Eng-
laud, and themce the infection of atheism was carriel to France
and Italy. Voltaire, the apostle of C.ntinental atheism, was the
pupil of Bollingbrooke, and thus the origin of the BRevolution may
be traced to Koglish Protestantism of which Bollingbrooke was a pro-
duct.—1Io what degree may ignoranee excose calumny and falsehood,
barefacei lying, indeed, we may say, of a particularly malignast
type? ¢ Fraoce and ltaly have both rebelled agaiost the Pope and
hin religion,” asy+ ur unscrapalons coantemparary, ‘ Wnoy we again
aek dcea this happen? Not b caunse of Protestant heresy, but simply
beckuse of the corrupt teachiog of the Caurch of Rome and the
godless lives of her clergy.”” There is not a word of truth in this
paragraph, and part of it is fonl calumny—barefaced lying, indeed,
as we have said. France and Italy have not rebeiled against the
Pope and his religion ; the vast majarity in both countries remain
faitbful Catbolics. The teaching of the Church is the teaching
against wbich Christ promised that the gates of hell should never
prevail, and which consequentiy conld not become corrupt ;—and to
pay that the clergy of France and Italy lead godless livea in a foul
calumay, a barefaced, impudent lie, in fact—to call a spade a spade
and tell plain truth. We do not know whether this can bs excused
by ignorance or not, we say ; but if 80, it must be by ignorance of
ag extreme kind, To be excusable, the man makiog such n statement
must have been ignoraat that it was a gross thing to make it concern-
ing men of wbom he was conscions that he knew nothing, We for our
own part know nothing, for example, of the editor of the Presbyterian,
of whom or what he is. We, bowever, know that we would, there-
fore, to all intents and purposes, be lying did we assert that he was
a thief or an adulterer. Nay, we should not even veutnre to asser!
that he was a )i 1, had he not written himaelf down as such plainly
in black ard white. Our contemporary has a word or two to
say concerning the Catholic governments of Italy, and especinlly that
of the Pope, that may be allowed to pass as based also on want of
ioformation. Some of the governments in question, ineludiog that
of the Pope, were remarkably good governmenta, It is patent to the
whole world that the condition ¢f Italy under them was iofinitely
more prosperous than it ie at present. Under their rule, the misery
now rife in the unfortunate country was completely unknown, But
does our good contemporary himeelf really undersiand what the
Christianity of the New Testament is? Heferring to the Catholic
Ohnreb, be says. * It ia only frem that Church that the Freemasons
of Rome and Italy get thair conceptions of Christianity, and it is
oot too much to say that it is oot the Christianity of the New
Testament that these godless men want to destroy, but the false
Tepresantation of it which it is no great wonder they have learned to
hate."—Is it then an anti-Christ that 1he New T stamrat speakas of
Bs excosed to the hatred of the world 7—We ceed not, bowever, be
too bard cn this poor fellow. The Bishop has frizhtened him out of
his wits, and ke may rationally claim indulgence. Still i1here are
limits to everything, and no excuse can be made for foul-mouthed
calomny. Even the ignorance in which tte Preshyterian brings
false charges agaiost the clergy of France and Italy ia culpable,
though on all other points it may be admitted as pleading in his

@ olomal Fotes.

THE quarterly meeting of 8t, Mary's Branch, No. 193, of the Hiber-
nian A,C.B. Bociety was held at 8 ¢o’clock on Monday, 29 h December,
iojthe Catholic Boy's Beboolroom, Timaru, There was agoodly cumberof
members in attendance, V.P. Bro. T, Bheehy occupied the chair,
The routine business baving been d-alt with, Dr, Thomas’ application
for 1he medical attendance of the society wag considered and unani-
mously accepted, and a nomber of members requested that therr
names be placed on his list, The nominatton of officers for the
ensaiog bali-year then took place, and will be balloted forat the half
yearly mecting on the 8th of January neat,  Onecandidate was pro-
posed for membership, The uarterly accounts amounting to £33 15s
were pasged for payment.  Thisconcluded the business of the eveaing.
The esual vote of thanks was pacsed to Lhe chatrmian, aund the meeting
terminaled.

Mr. E. R, Bust, SBecretary to the Auckland Trades and Labgur
Council writea as follows to the local Prems ;—« Sir,— beeing that
about half a century since our shen meagre populace was threatened
with the influx of an undesirable class of criminais, in protesting
against which they epoke with no uncertain sound, to the lasting
beoefit of all classes «f colonial sociery, I truat you will lend your
loud voice and hiberal columns in defending the people's rights, by
denouncing General Booth's proposed scheme of sbooting out uil the
worst of his irredeemable criminals to our peaceful shores, and thus
prevent him transforming our dear adopted land, for the prosperity
of which onr sires have bad to fight and toi!, to bleed and die, into a
veritable conviet station, which must endanger the trae maphood of

our aong, and the much desired retinemert of our daaghters. By
ingerting the followiog letter to General Booth, and requesting all
classes to co-operate with na in t«kiog prompt action to prevent this
much bleeged Britaio of the Soutbern Beas tecoming the very hot-
bed of infamy, vyou will confer npon a thanktul pub ica lastiog favoar,
and obtain their unfeigned appreciation.,” If only a8 & specimen of
Knglisn composition, this appeal is worth preserving, * This muoch
blesse't Britain of the Bouthern 8eas™ 1s, in particuiar, a delightfnl
ipepirativn.  Wiil Geaeral Booth, in one s:ose or another, leod ounr
Britain an additional blessing ?

Every honest snpporter of the ¢auss of Home Rule, and all who
value the honoar of Ireland (saysthe We lington Post). will rejoica
in the resuit of the election for North Kilkenny. It is 1he first Irish
constitnency to pronoucce jodgment on Mr, Parneli’s aadacions
assumption of the right to sull lead the Irish Home Rule party, and
it bas emphatically declared that by his immoral condoct. social
improprieties, and treachery, be has forf-ited the position, and that
the Ingh leader must be a man of mnral worth, untarnished character,
and uoeullied personal honour, His betrayal of his friend'a wife is
aa offence which must appear particularly heinoua in au Irishman's
eyee. The electors of Nurih Eilkenny bave done their duy t3 their
country and ite canse by rejecting Mr. Parneli’s nominee by a
majority of 1146. . , The resalt of this election will, we hope,
end the discreditabie attempt of Mr. Paraell to subordinate a great
National equse to his own personal ambition, and eonvince bim that
the country desires he should retire fiom the positios be has dis-
graced, and relieve the canse he professes (o be devotel to from the
incubus of his prominent association with it. Ireland has to choose
between Parnell and Home Bole. Kilkenny has struck the true
key-note,

The overwhelmiog defeat of Mr, Parnell’s candidate in the Kil-
kenuoy election should (says the Awuckland Star) bring the deposed
frish leader to his senses, The electorate only contains about six
thousand voters, and the Parnellite candidate would have all the
support that the landlurds could give him, Lord Baligbury having
sounded the key-note of the Conservative policy in his enconragemens
to the minorily to carry on a faction fight. The majonty of eleven
hundred for the candidate faviured by the pariy led by Mr, Justin
McCarthy onght 1o convince those members who have set Mr, Parnell
above the cause of Home Rule that, however graleful the Irish
pecple may be to Mr. Parnell for his past services, they will not
countenance his condnect in splitting uwp the party to prevent him
from poffering the peoalty of his owa social misdeeds The Kil-
kenny eleqtion appears to have been accepted as a test, and iia
verdict will probably Jead to an early re-unioa of the Irish membars,
working io harmoony with the English L.berals. Mr. Parnell has
brought additionsa! humiliation upor himself, but no one can pity
bim under the circumstances,

It iabighly fortunaie (says the Danedin Star), that a represen-
tative Irish coostituency shonld have becn called oo at the present
time to pronounce upon Mr. Parnell’s exiraordinary atiitude, and it
must be matter of rejuicing to all tras frienda of I¢-land that the
opperiunity has been so properiy utilised and sn obvious duty ao
uneguivocably performed, It would have been a great pity 1f Mr,
Paruell bad been able, owing to ab-ence of a testing opportauity, to
go oo asserting that Ireland wad with him in his prepusterous claime ;
1 wenld have been a fargreater puy 1f, when the opportunity arnved,
bisaesartion had been proved accurate, His expressions of bumptious
cor fidvnce alter the elevation may be taken for what they are worth,
which 18 assuredly not much ; nor are we inclined to atiach great
weight to the reports of a poesible recoocilia 00 and reunion b tween
the new and the “lost "' leader of the Home Rale party., Tae idea,
mentioned in a cablegram, thit Mr, Paroell sbould retire from the
p esent Parliament and be re-elected leader of the party, is absard,
ana does no solve a sing'e difficulty, Mr. Paroells pr sence in
Parllameat may be undeairable, but 1t is at least a less vioient outrage
upon public opinion and the fitn=ss of things than big continuance as
leader of an impurtant poliucal par'y whose trust be has wantonly
betrayed. Possibly the notion 18 that, as extra pariiamentary leader
tbere wonld be ponecessity for bis coming into pers nal contact with
Mr. Gladstone and otber Liberal ieadcrs who decline the honoar of
furiber pol tical relaticnship with the co-respondent in O'Skes v.
O’Shea and Paipell ; but Mr. Gladstone's casuistical tastes sra bardly
like y to gn the length of submitting to such a device, The plan
factisthat the Home Rule pary bave to choose between Mr, Glad-
srone and Mr, Parpell—between the statcaman who has made the
Lrish Nationalist ¢c.use a livinz reality aod the politician who has
struck 1t a cruel blow. We trast we are safe in taking it for granted
tbat the choice has really been made 1n the direction indicated by
the resuit of the Kilkenny election.

Thie workl ir natber wise enough nor chalitable enough (says
the Davedin &4ike), to refrain fiom vieiting the swes of clampmons
upon the cause they kave espoused, and there are many who will do
thetr utmost to make Home Bule suffer for tbe tuiymitus of Parnell.
Thie is manifestly unjost, for while that cause is closely 1demtified
with that stalesman’s career 1t has no cornection with wviolations ol
the seventh commandment. H me Raler is not a synonym for
adniterer. At thesame time it may be urged, and justly so, that a
certain amount of surpicion wust attach itelf to a cause which so
warmly comme: ds itself to one who has ghown bimself to Le dead to
ait moral sense and to every principle of honour. 1t would therefore
b- well 1f Irciland were united 1o condemning in unmistakeable
language the actions with which Parnels bas stained their name, for
uutil hie 2bominable conduct bas bern repudiated by bis counteymen,
a bar 81 i-ter will re~t upon the escuteh oa of Hom Rul.. Toere is
no vatwan in the world more noted for its galla try and chivalry than
the Irish, and we fecl certain that not even the love of Home Rule
will permit them to tolerate in their leaders thesc vices wineh would



