
the outbreak andsuccess of the Revolution. Tho Revolution,never-
theless, as M. Tame also narrates, found the Church in France
engaged io good and holy work consistent withher Divinaorigin,
Bat to return :— Protestantism,having been stamped oat in France
however it was stampedout there, still remained d >minanc in Eng-land, and thence the infection of atheism was carried to France
and Italy. Voltaire, the apostle of Continental atheism, was the
pupil of Bollingbrooke, and thus the origin of the Revolutionmay
be traced toEnglish Protestantism of whichBollingbrooke wasa pro-
duct—ln whatdegreemay ignorance excuse calumny aud falsehood,
barefacei lying, indeed, we may say,of a particularly malignant
type?

"
France and Italy have both rebelled againat the Pops and

hitreligion," aay< -ur unscrupulous cinfempjrary.
"

Why weagain
ask dcea this happen1 Not b causeof Protestant heresy,but simply
because of the corrupt teaching of the Church of Rome and the
godless livea of her clergy." There is not a word of truth in this
paragraph,and part of itis foul calumny— barefaced lying, indeed,
as we have said. France and Italy havenot rebelled against the
Pope and his religion;the vast majority in both countries remain
faithful Catholics. The teaching of the Church is the teaching
against wnich Christ promised that the gates of hellshould never
prevail,and which consequently could not become corrupt ;— and to
say that the clergy of France and Italy lead godlesa lives is a foul
calumny, a barefaced, impudent lie, in fact

—
to call a spadea spade

and tellplain truth. We donot know whether this can be excused
by ignorance or not, wesay ; but if so, it must be by ignorance of
anextremekind. To be excusable, the man making such a statement
must havebeen ignorant thatit was a gross thing tomake itconcern-
ingmen of whom he was conscious that he knew nothing. We for our
ownpart knownothing, forexample,of the editor ofthe Presbyterian,
of whom or what he is. We, however,know that we would, there-fore, to all intents and purposes, be lying did we assert that he wasa thief or an adulterer. Nay, we should not even venture to assert
that he was a li.r,had he not written himself down as such plainly
in black and white. Our contemporary has a word or two to
■ayconcerning the Catholicgovernmentsof Italy,and especially that
of the Pope, that may be allowed to pass asbased also onwant of
information. Some of the governments in question, including that
of the Pope,were remarkably good governments. Itis patent to the
wholeworld that the condition cf Italy under them was infinitely

more prosperous thanit is at present. Under their rule, the misery
now rife in the unfortunate country was completely unknown. But
does our good contemporary himself really understand what the
Christianity of the New Testament is ? Heferring to the Catholic
Church, he says. "Itis only from that Church that tbeFreemasons
of Rome and Italy get their conceptions of Christianity, and it is
not too much to say that it is not the Christianity of the New
Testament that these godless men want to destroy, but the false
representationof it which it is nogreat wonder they have learned to
hate."— ls it thenan anti-Christ that the New T stament speakaofas eiLosed to the hatred of the world?— We need not, however, be
too bard on this poor fellow. The Bishophas frightened him out of
hia wits, and he may rationally claim indulgence. Still there are
limits to everything,and no excuse can be made for foul-mouthed
calumny. Even the ignorance in which the Presbyterian brings
false charges against the clergy of France and Italy is culpable,
though on all other points itmay be admitted as pleading in his
favour.

Itis highly fortunate (sayb the Dunedin Star), that a represen-
tative Irish constituency should have been called oa at the present
time topronounce upon Mr. Parnell's extraordinary attitude, and it
must be matter of rejoicing to all true friends of Ireland that the
opporiunity has been so properly utilised and an obvious duty so
unequivocably performed. It would have b^en a great pity if Mr.
Paruell had been able, owin^to ab-ence of a testing oppoitunity, to
go on asserting that Ireland was with him in his prepusterous c'aims;
v wculdhave been a fargreater pityif, when theopportunity arrived,
his assertion had beenprovedaccurate. Hisexprea-iionsofbumptious
CO' fidence alter the elevation may be taken foi wbat they are worth,
which is assuredly not much ;nor are we inclined to attach great
weight to the reports of a possiblereconcilia ionand reunion b 'tween
the new and the "lost" leader of the Home Rule party. Tne idea,
mentioned ina cablegram, th tt Mr. Parnell should retire from the
p esent Parliamentandbe re-elected leader of the party, is absurd,
and does no solve a singe difficulty. Mr. Parnell s pr sence in
Parliam«nt may beundesirable, but itis at leasta less violentoutrage
uponpublic opinion and the fitness of things than his continuance aa
leader of an important political par>y whose trust he has wantonly
betrayed. Possibly the njtion is that, as extraparliamentary leader
there would be do necessity for his cming into pers nal contact with
Mr. Gladstoneandother Liberal leaders who decline the honour of
further pol tical relationship with the co-respondent in O'Shea v.
O'Shea and Patnell;but Mr.Gladstone's casuistical tastes bts hardly
like yto go the length of submitting to such a device. The plain
faci is that the Home Rule pany have to choose between Mr. Glad-
B'oue and Mr. Parnell— between the statesman who has made the
Irish Nationalist c.use a living reality and the politician whohas
struck ita cruel blow. We trust weare safe in taking it for granted
that the choice has reallybeen made in the direction indicated by
the result of theKilkenny election.

Colonial Notes.
The quarterly meetingof St. Mary's Branch, No. 193, of theHiber-nian A.0.8.Society washeld at 8 o'clock on Monday, 29 h Decemberin;theCatholicBoy's Scboolroom,Timaru. There wasagoodly number ofmembers in attendance. V.f. Bro. T. Sheehy occupied the chairThe routinebusinesshavingbeen d-alt with,Dr.Thomas'applicationfor themedical attendance of the society was considered and unani-mously accepted, and a number of members requested that tbetrnames be placed on his list. The nomination of officers for theensuing half-year then took place,andwill be balloted for at the halfyearly meeting on tbs bth of January next. Onecandidate waspro-poaed for membership. The quarterly accounts amounting to £33 loswerepassed for payment. This concluded the businessof the eveningThe usual vote of thanks waspassed to the chairman, ami thenieeuni:terminated.

Mr. E. R.Bust, Secretary to the Auckland Trades and LabourCouncil writes as follows to the local Press :— " Sir,— beeing tbatabouthalf a century sinceour then meagrepopulace was threatenedwith the influx of an undesirable class of criminals, in protestingagainst which they spoke with no uncertain sound, to the lastingbenefit of all classes cf colonial society, Itrust you will lend yourloud voice and liberal columns indefending thepeople's lights bydenouncing General Booth's proposed scheme of shooting outnil'theworst of bis irredeemablecriminals to our peaceful shores, and thusprevent him transformingour dear adopted land, for the prosperityof whichour sires have had to fight and toil, tobleed anddie, into averitableconvict station, whichmust endanger the true manhood of

This world is neither wise cnutigh nor chantable enough (t.ay«
'he Danedm Globe), to refrain fiom vibiting the Bins of champions
upon the cause they b-ive espoused,and tuero aro many who will do
their utmost to make Home Rule suffer for the imquiti(.s of Parnell.
This is manifestly unjust, for while tnat cause is closely identified
with that statesman's career it has nocornection with violations ol
the seventh commandment. Hme Ruler is not a synonym for
adulterer. At the same time it may be urged, and justly so, that a
certain amount of suspicion must attach itself to a cause which so
warmlycommei dsitself to one who has shown himself tobe d«ad to
ail moral sense and to every principle of honour. It would therefore
bjwell if Ireland were united in condemning in unmistakeable
language the actions with which Parneh has stained their Dame, for
until bisabominable conduct haa betn repudiatedby his lOuntrymer,
a bar ci i-ter will re*t upou the escutch on of Huni" rtult. Itiere is
nouation in the world morenoted for its galla tiy and chivalry than
theIrish, and we feel certain that not even the love of Home Rule
will permit them to toleratein their leaders those vices which woulU
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our sons, and the much desired refinement of our daughters. By
inserting the following letter to General Booth, and requesting all
classes to co-operate with us in takingprompt action to pieveot this
much blt-esed Britain of the Southern Seas i.ecoming the very hot-
bedof infamy,you will confer upon a thankfulpub i«a lasting favour,
and obtain their unfeigned appreciation." If only as a specimen of
ttnglia1!composition, this appeal is worth preserving. "This much
bli-sse'i Britain of the Southern Seas" is, in particular, a delightful
inspiration. Will General Booth, inone sjnse or another, lend our
Bntaii an additional blessing ?

Every honest supporter of the cause of HomeRole,and all who
value thehonour of Ireland the We lington Post), will rejoice
in thp result of the election for North Kilkenny. It is the first Irish
constituency to pronounce judgment on Mr. Parneli's aadacious
assumptionof the right to still lead the Irish Home Rule party,and
it has emphatically declared that by bia immoral conduct, social
improprieties,and treachery,be has forfeited the position, and that
the Irish leader must be a manof moral worth,uotarnihhed character,
andunsullied personalhonour. His betrayal of his friend's wife is
an offence which must appear particularly heinous in an Irishman's
eyes. The electors of North Kilkenny havedone their duy to iheir
country and its c!»use by rejecting Mr. Parnell's nominee by a
majority of IH6. . . . The result of thiselection will, wehope,
end the discreditable attempt of Mr. Parnell to subordinate a great
National cause tohis own personalambition, and convincehim that
the country desires ha should retire from the posiiionhe has dis-
graced,and relieve the cause he professes to be devote! to from the
incubus of his prominentassociation with it. Ireland has tochoose
between Parnell and Home Rule. Kilkenny has struck the true
key-note.

The overwhelming defeat of Mr. Parnell's candidate in the Kil-
kenny election Bbould (says the AucklandStar) bring the depoied
Irish leader to his senses. The electorate only contains abont six
thousand voters,and the PamelUte candidate would have all the
support tbat the landlords could give him, Lord Salisbury having
sounded thekey-noteof the Conservative policy in his encouragement
to the minority to carry on a faction fight. The majority of eleven
hundred for the candidate favoured by the party led by Mr.Justin
McCarthy ought to"convince those members who have set Mr. Parnell
above the cause of Home Rule tbat, however grateful the Irish
people may be to Mr. Parnell for his past services, they will not
countenance hia conduct in splitting up theparty to preventhim
from suffering the penalty of bis owo iocial misdeeds The Kil-
kenny election appears to have been accepted as a test, and its
verdict will probably lead to aa early re-union of the Irish members,
working in harmony wi'h the English Liberals. Mr. Parnell has
brought additional humiliation upon himself, but no onecan pity
him under the circumstances.

3


