
blema thathave ever racked and puzzle1 philosophy findin Himth-ir solution. Truly Heis the Light of the World, and they thatfol,J^Him need no longer walk in the darkness and in the shadowof death.
Here then, and nowhere else, is what we have been insearch of.Amid all the religious traditions of the human race, this ia the onlyone that can stand tbe testof hi9tory andof logic, the only one thatcan show reasonable claim tobe the Bevelation of God, that Revela-tion which, wehave seen,must exist somewhere in the order of facts.Here, and here alone, is the Divine Light andaid granted by theCreator to His crea'ureß, that they may reach the destined endwhich alone can satisfy them. Here, and here alone, is the fulfil-

ment of what thegreat Apostle of the Qentiies has written:"God,who, at sundry times and in diversmanners, spoke in times past tothe fktheis by the prophets, last uf all, in these days, hath spoken tousby His Bon."
During His sojourn on earth, the Diviue Master poured Hisblessed light abroad for all times and peoplesfor every human soul.Into the words He spokp, He condensed the light to enlightenthe minds of men with wisdom forever. Into the life He led, Hocondensed the light thatwas to eu de the step9of men in all the'high

waysand the low ways,inal! the sra ioth waysand the rough ways
of humm life forever. Aid into His cross He has condensed thelight10 illumine the mysteries of nature and grace,of sin and repent-
ance and reconciliation, and to lead all generous souls to victoryover allspiritual enemies, as it was to lead Cocstantine to victoryover his own enemies and the enemies of Christ.

Waving thus stored up forus tbe treasnres of His fight, He fensent forth His Church to be the dispenser of the treasures to allnations and all generations. "Ye are the light of the world," He
Ba>s to the first ministers of His Church. "'

As My Fither hath' sentMe, so Isend you." Forth, then, they went imo the wb>le world,and Christ went with them in invisible presence, gu irding and guid-ing and giving increase Tney ctrned 'he b'e-s d light fira' to theneighb urn g na ions of Asia, «nd then to Egyp- ani to Greece, and
"westward to Rome, thecmtie of the world. Here it was that Christintended that the locus of the light shoulib» \n\ it is easy to seetbe reason of this Providential purpose. Jerusalem bad been thefocus of the light during the ages of waitingand preparation, whenthe light, still feb c, had to be hedged in and guarled Irom beingextinguished by thy r>!a«ts of P.gani-m which swep' over tbe wholeworld. Bat now, preparationbens over, tbe fuln S3 of the reantyhaving comn, and tha light sbiaing forth iv conquering splendour, itwas no mjie tobe kept guarded and hidden but tobe plac-d whereitmight teseeiof all men. And anits foe s was put inHome, thenthe centreof the civilised world, that from thence, as from a greatcandlestick, it might whine un o the whole earthIts first great work was the c evation of t .cG,re-o-Roman civili-sation. Itbreathed into the old civilisaiion the s >ul for which P atohad sighed, but which he was p jwerles-,to impart. Evenin the .ges
of bitter peisecution it did us work, forming sain1s and sages like.DionysiuN, tbe Areopagite,and Clement of Alexandria, Justin andOrigeo, Itenaeua fmd Ambrose and Augustine. Like the lump ofleaven spoken ot by Our Lor), it pervaded ti,r Empire, and piepuedit for the glories cf the .ige ol Cunstantm '.But a s ill greater work of Christianity was to be the fc.rma'ionof anew civilisation. All the old civilisa ions bad failed, b causebased on a onesided and deusive view of ruman nature and duties.Thus the civilisation of ihe Hindooshad been so pre-occupied%\ith me Iifiui c and the hereafter as tobecome obliviousof ihe ri uteand tbepresent ;and bo it had degenerated into an enervatingtorpor.On the contiary, the Greek civiliaauon bad been so engrossed withthe humarj. the m«;enal, »nu ihe present,as to be unmindful of thedivine, the sv intual, aucl the ltnniorUl :and, therpfore.it bad de-generated into sensualism, fcfVDtieiHm, and cynicism. Christianitycombined both 6ides in just measures*, the infinite and tne tinne, thespiritual and the material,and insisted on tbe right useof the presentas the means for obtaining bliss in the hereafter, and, theteiore.itcontained all the elements for the formation of a perfectcivilisation.God gave Christianity thisgreat woik to doalter the downfallofthe Roman Empire.

Like a rotun cillos-us, the mighty structure of Pa»an power andPagancivilisation crumbkd to pieces when the shock of barbarianinvasion burst upon it. Cbaos coy,re1 the face of Europe,and outof thatchaos ChriHtianty had to form a i,ew a- d betttr order ofthings. Ihe material for th« threat *ork wasonly the shattered debrisof th« old empireand the wild nordes ot the barbarians. Yet intothat rude mass she breahed the spiritof the Lord,and the result wasChiistendom. Take the history of Chnseudom, from the days ofAlfred and Char emagne down to our own times,and we find thatwhatever there has been of glorious and noble and useful, nas comefrom fidelity to ibe spnit of Chmtianity, from tbe guidance of theLight of the World. And we rind, too, mat all its defects and allUspartial failures have been owing to resistance to the spirit of Chris-tianity and unwillingness tobe gu:ded by the LUht of the World.Glance now overmankmd »s it is, and see if theblessed Lightof the World is not the source of ah that is true and beautiful onearth.
Christ our Lird Is the litrht of philnponhy He te^s n?, and Healone tells us clearly and Burtly,'whence we come, what 'is"mati'Bnature, whence its weakne-sea and evils, whither it must tend, whaareour relations with God and our fellow-men, what our duties toHim, and our nuausof attaining Him. And this is what makis upphilosophy. y

He is the light of history. Ho alone givesthe meaning of all thetimta»tuat preceded Him, andHe alone is the explanation of all theages ihath»ve followed Him. Without Him history is an insolublepjzzle. But put Him iv its centre,as the Keystone in the arch, andhittory btcomes a systematical andconsistent record of all the waysana fortunes of mm, and tf all the dealings of God with His crea-tures.
He is the light of civil society. He alone has given the world atrue civilisation, and He alone can maintain it. The stream mustever fluw from its source. No system of laws or of government can

tend to true civilisation that does not keep Himin view and takecounsel with him. Just co far will legislators and rulers conduce tothe real welfare and progress of nations,by how far they areeuidedby the Lig t of the World.
He is the light of home— sanctifying the marriage tiessanctifying- relations between pannts and children, ana breatbiDginto every truly Christianhjme thespirit of his home atBethlehemor Nazueih.
He is the light of every mind. Itmay be the intellect of a St.Paul or a St. Augustine, or a St.Thomas Aquinas;or itmay be themind of an illiterate man or woman,or of a little child just able tospeak understanding^ thenam3 of ihe dear Jesus;but whatever bethe grade of intellect, the blessed Light of the World illumines themal1,is their sure guide, and gives to all thtir sweetestand noblesttheme for thought. And even outside ihe pale of Christianity, to-day as in ancient times, whatever light they have in reason or intheoldmutilated traditions,that leads them towards God, it sbines fromHim who was the light of the patriarchs, the prophets, and theheahen world, who is

"
theLight whichenlighteneth everyman wnocometh into the world."

He is the light of hearts. No heart so crushed that Hecannothenl it;none so bowel withsorrow or weighed down withcare thatHe cannot comfort and strengthen it;no heart so sin-stained thatHe cannot cleanse it;none so burning with passion thatHe cannottame, subdue and eanctify it;noneso vast in its powerof love thatit cannot ba filled tooverflowing with the love of Jesua.
Painters have given usmany a lovely landscapeof hill and daleand waving fores', and every form of 'ife, bathed in thebeautifullight of heaven. But never was there so beautiful or so wonderfulapicture as that whichis pres nted by the myriids in everyclass andcondition of human life, in every clime and every a»e, all turning

towards .he blessed Light of the Wo-ld, to glorify Him, to drink inHis radiance and His power;all the minds tha a'e illumined byHim, all thehearta that are purified and perfected by loving Him,all the lives that are beautified andennobled by imitating Him, allthe souls that are consecrate and devoted to Hin, all the aipira-tions that are satiat-d inHim. Surely He is for our age,as for allpreceding ages, the Light of the World ; the truest andsubhmestenlightenment of intellect, the eafjst *ni nnst bdanteous type of allculture ;and th- y that walk indarkness, or lead defoimed lives,doso btcause they do tot follow Him. i't.ia is the conclusion to which
we are lei by all the history of religion, by all tbe facts that makeup the life ot all the ages.

Ami now, in exclusion, what are men trying to do with theLight of tbe World? Alas 1 there are still too many of whom OurLord's words are true :" The Light haih come into the world,andmen have loved dirkness rather than the L'ght." In every depart-mem of human life some are trying to shut cut the Light of thaWorld.
They are tiying to shut Htm out of Rig pUce in history, Hisshrine in the very heart of humanity. Sam) writers of our timeshave endeavouredand arestill endeavouring to accomplish it,by re-

presrn'iMg »>nr Lord at*atinding on tbe same level wj.h the PaganHHsftsof ant (j.ity, or by pre ending to substitute oneor another ofthem lor Him, as it now seems thu some would like tosubstitutethe L Khi of Asia, as th-y call Buddha, for t-e Li^ht of the World.But the attempt is one which no oae would be capable of who didnot utterly ignore the f tcts of history. History has preserved therecord of their lives and their woik as well as of His. We haveglanced to-night at the greatest junong them. We have seen thateach of them protested against som<; popular evils and gave theworldsome admirable axioms of truth andduty,but alsoeach of themfailed to give a complete or consistent system ;each of th>m failed
to accomplish th» results he aimed at,or toexert a bjn.ficial m-fl.ence. on posterity, aud each of them acknowledged that he wasfar from b-ing himself the truthor the light,but only apoor groper
af er the truluaud the light, Plato sigbc i:"W. uld that one wouldcomefrom heaven to teach us th* truth I" Confucius and Zjroaster
weteonly philosophers sjekine to impress on their followers some
maximsof morality ;and Buddha declared that he, like all aroundhim, Wdsonly one groaningunder the curse of tx'stence, and sighingtor the Nirvaua in which existence would be ended. Jesus " hnstalone proclaims:■■ lam the Light of the World. He that tollowethM.: walketh not in darkness." Jesus Christ alone declared " "Iamthe Way and the Tnnh and the Life." He alone declared thatHewas to be the teacher of all nations and every creature all days tillthe enlof the world. He alone has ever ventured to say aupat likethis, aud He had said it, and has .renfifd it in the results of all theages that have since elapsed. And He alone, now, in all the wideworld, is trulj light and life, to the mims and hearts of men. Asthe great Napoleon said ."He stands amid all tbe great ones ofall history incomparable and unapproachable." None but sophistsor dreamers, who close their eyes to facts, could seek anotherinHisplace, or pretend togive Him a parallelStatesmen, too,are trying to drive him out of civilisation audsocial systems. At the beginning of the sixteenth century, theli^aissance brought ba* k to Europe,not only Pagan ideals in litera-... - ---

i --" "..*.« a. <.KUUui»4iuin iv le^ismuuu aim politics, wmcuthe Light of the World had oanished. Caesar's absolute suprem icy.»yen over conscience, was reasserted then, and is advocated now,asin 'he days of Nero and Domitian ;and our own days have beheldthousan1-groan under persecution because they woud noi acknow-ledge thatLa'-iarcan make no law to which Gid and the conscience
ire not bound to confirm. This is a reversal of the principles ofChristian civilisation ;it is to ignoreall the tacts ol Christia-jhistoryand roll back the wheels of human progress for centuries. And we
tee the results inthe standing armies of millions upon millions ofmsn, under which Europe isgroaning, and in the impendu g conflictbetween the one extreme of abeo ute Ca'sarism and the otherextremeof absolute Communism, which momentarily threatens tbeentire social fabric with destruction. It the facts of history,past andpresent, prove anything, they surely demonstrate that the ouly hopeof society and ofcivilisation is inareturnof legislators andgovern-
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