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blema that have ever racked and puzzlel philosophy find in Him
th-ir solution, Traly He is the Light of the World, and they that
foldw Him need no looger walk in the darkness and in the shadow
of death,

Here then, aud nowhere elss, is what we have been in search of,
Amid all the religious traditions of the human race, this ia the only
one tbat can stand the test of history aod of togie, the o1ly one that
can show reasonable claim to be the Bevelation of God, that Revela-
tion which, we have seen, must exist eomewhere in the order of facta,
Here, and here alome, is the Divine Light and aid granted by the
Creator to His crea‘ures, that they may reach the destined end
which slone can satisfy them. Here, and here alone, is the fulfil-
ment of what the great Aposile of 1he Gentiies has written @ © God,
who, at sandry times and in divers manners, spoke in times past to
the luthers by the prophets, last of all, in these days, hath apoken to
us by His Son,”

Duriog His 8vjozen on earth, the Divine Master poared His
blessed light abroad for all times and peoples for every human snul,

Into the words He spoke, He condensd the light to entighten
the minds of men with wisdom forever, Into the hfe Ha led, Hs
condensed the light that was to ¢u de the steps of men ig all the high
ways and the luw ways, in all the sm oth wave and the rough ways
of hum.n life forever. And inta Hia cross H= has condensed the
light to tllumine the mysteries of nature and grace, of sin and repent.
snce and reconciliation, and to lead all eenerous souls to victory
over ail spiritual enemies, as it was to lead Corstantine to victory
over his own enemies anJd the enemies of Christ, .

Having thus stored up for us the treasores of His light, He then
sent forth His Church to be the dispenser of the treasures to ail
natione and all geoerations, ' Yo are the hght of the world,"” He
8838 1o the flret ministers of His Church. * As My Fither hath gent
Me, 30 Isend yon." Furth, then, they went i the whle world,
aod Christ went with them 1n invisible pressnce, gurding and guid-
ing and piving increase.  They carrred the Dless d light firar to the
neighb urirg na 1008 of Asta, sud then to Egyp anl to Greece, an}
wegtward to Home, the contre of the world,  Here it was 1hat Christ
intended that the tocus of the Light shonli b>  And it 18 ensy to see
the rearon of thie Providential purpose. Jerusalem bad been the
focus of the light during the ages of warting an.j preparation, when
the bight, still fesb e, bnd to he hidged in ang guarled irom being
extingmshed by the pladts of Pizani=m which awep! over the whole
worid. Buit new, preparation beng over, the fala s3 of the reanty
baving coms, and ths hgbt ghining forth 1n conqrening eplendour, it
WAaS 00 muie to be kept gaarded and hidden but to ba placd where
it might besee1 of ail men, And 89 ita foe .8 was put in Kome, then
the centro of the civiliaed world, that from thences, as from a great
caudlestick, 1t might wiine un o the whole carth

Ina first great work was the @ evation of t e G.iez0-Roman civili-
sation, It breatbed iato the old civilisaiion the s -ul for which P ato
had aighed, but wiich he was powerless to impart. Kveninthe .ges
of bitter petsecution 1t did 118 work, tormine sain's and saged Liku
Dionysius, the Areopagite, and Clement of Alexsandria, Justin aad
Origen, Irenaeus nnd Ambroe and augustive.  Take the lump of
leaven spoken ot by Our Lori it pervaded tue Empire, and prepaed
it for the glones «f the age of Cunstantin s,

Bat a g 1!l geeater work of Chri-tisnity was to be (he formarian
of a new civihisation.  All the oid eivilisa jons bad failed, b causc
based on w onesided and deusive view of buman nature and delies,

Thus the civilisation of 1the Hindous had been so pre.oceupred
with toe T fivi ¢ and the bereafter a9 to become oblivious of the fi 1ite
and the present ; and su 1t had degenerated 1nto an enervating torpor,
Qo the contisry, the Uregk mivilanion had beweo 8o engrossed with
the human. the maiei:al, mud the predent, a8 to be urmindiul of the
divine, the spintuul, auc the smmortal ; and, therefore, it bad de-
generated into seosualicm, seeplicism, and ¢ynicism. Chnatianity
combined both sides in just measures, the inficite and tna timile, the
Bpiritn.l and the matenal, and insisted on the right nee of the present
&3 Lhe meang for obtaiciog blise 1a the bereatter, and, therelore, 1t
contawned all the elements for the furmation of a prrfect etvilisation,

God gave Christianity this great wulk to do aiter the downtall of
the Roman Empire.

Like a rotten ¢sllos-us, the mighty structure of Pagan powrrand
Pagan civilisation crumbled o picees when the shock of barbaran
invamon buret upon 1, Chaca cov rel the face uf Eurupe, and vat
of that chaos Chrttatity had to form a Lew ad betwer arder of
things, The materal for the great sork was oniy the shattered debris
of the old empire and the will nordes of the barbarians, Yet 1nto
that rude mass she brea'hed the spirit of the Lord, and the resalt was
Chuistendom. Take the history of Chns esdom, from the days of
Alfred and Ubar emagne duwn to our own times, and we find’ that
whatever there has been of ylorons and reble and ugeful, nas come
from fidelity to the spuit of Chiistiamty, from the guidance of tbe
Light of the World,  And we find, too, tuat all 1ta defscts and all 18
partial failures bave been owing to risist-nce 1o 1he spinit of Chras-
tiapity and unwillingness to be gu:ded by ths Light of the World,

Glavce now over mapkind w8 it is, and see if tne blessed Light
of the Worid 14 not the souree of ali tbat is true and beautiful oo
earth.

Chbrist our Lord (9 the licht of philorophy  Ha tetia ng, and Ha
alone tells us clearly and sorely, whence we comse, what 18 man's
nature, whence 118 weakne-sed and evils, whither it must tend, wlit
are var relativns with (God and our fellow-men, what our duties to
Him, and our m.aus of attaining Him, Asnd this s what makts up
philusophy.

He 19 the light of history. e alone givea the meaning of all the
timegrtuat preceded Him, and He slone is the explanation of all the
ages ihat hive followed Him. Withont Him hiscory 1s an iosoluble
pozele.  But put Him 1o its centre, as the Kaystune in the arch, and
hi:tory bicomes a aystematical and coasistent repord of all the ways
ana fortunes of mun, aud f all the dealings of God with His crea-
tarea,

He ie the light of civil society, He alone has given the world &
true civilisation, and He alone can maintain it. The stream must
ever 1w from 1ts source. No system of laws or of government can

tend fo irue civilisation that does not keep Him in view and take
coungel with bim, Juat eo far will legislators and rulers condace to
the real weltare and progress of nations, by how far they are gnided
by the Lig t of the World,

He is the light of home—sanctifying the marriage ties —
sanctifying relations between parints and children, sna breatbing
into every troly Christian home the epirit of bis home at Bathlshem
or Nazireth,

He is the light of every mind. It may be the intellect of a St.
Paul or a 8t. Augustine, or 'a 8t, Thomas Aqninas ; or it may be the
mind of aa illiterate man or woman, or of a little child just able to
speak uoderstandingly the nam3 of 1he dear Jesns ; but whatever ba
the grade of 1atellect, the blessed Light of the World illymines them
al', ia their sure guide, and gives to all their sweetest and noblest
theme for thought. And even outside \he pale of Christianity, to-
day ag in ancient times, whatever light they have in resson or 1n the
old mutilated traditions, that leads them towards God, it suines from
Him who was the light of the pstriarchs, the prophets, and the
hea'hen world, who is** the Light which enlighteneth every msn who
cometh into the world,”

He is the light of hearts, No heart so cruehed that He oannot
heal it ; noae so bowe1 with sorrow or weighed down with care that
He cannot comfort and strengthen it; no heart so siu-stained that
He cannot cleanse it ; none so burring with passion that He cannot
tame, subdue and sanctify it ; none so vaet in its power of love that
it cannot ba filled to overflowing with the love of Jesus,

Painters have given us many a lovely landacape of hill and daie
and waving fores', ‘and every form of 'ife, bathed in the beantiful
light of heaven, But never was there so beantiful or so wonderful a
picture as that which is pres nted by the myrids in every class and
con-ition of hamaa life, in every elime and every age, all turoing
towards the blessed Laght of the World, to zlonfy Hiw, to drink 1n
His radiance and His power; all the miods tha a'e tllumined by
Him, ail the hearis that are punfied aod perfected by loving Hum,
all the lives that are beautifiel and enn sbled by imitating Him, all
the souls that are consecrated and devoted to Huin, all the aspira-
tivns that are eatiat~d in Him, Burely He ia for our age, as for all
preceding ages, the Light of the World ; the troest and sublimegt
enlightenment of intellect, the raf:st wni m st beanteous type of all
calture ; and thiy that walk in darkness, or lead deformed lives, do
8o bieauss they do wot foliow Him, [i.is 18 the conclusion to which
we ure led by ali the history of religion, by all the facts that make
up the life ot all the ages,

And now, m eouclogion, what are men trying to do with the
Light of the World? Alas! there are stiil too many of whom Qur
Lord's words are trus : * The Iagbt bath come 1ato \he world, and
men have loved dirknesy zather thao the Loghr,” Ia every depart-
ment of human life some are trying to shut out twe Light of the
World,

They are trying to shut Hun oat of His plsce in history, Hias
shrine in the very heart of bumamty, Som: writers of our times
have endeavoured and are still endeavouaring to accomplish it, by re-
preseoting Onr Lord as standing oo the same level wich the Pagan
wages of ant .ity, or by pre ending to substitute one or another of
them tor Him, a3 1t gow seems the some wou'd like to substitute
the L phr of Asia, a8 they call Baddha, for tre Light of the World,
But the attempt 18 one which no 0ae would ba capable of who did
oot niterly igonore the ficts of mstory, History has preserved the
record of their tives and thesr woik as well as of His, We have
glanced to-night at the greateat among them. We have sesn that
vach of them protested against some popular evis and gave the
world sume admirable axioms of trath and duty, but also each of them
failed to give A complets or conmstent syatene ; each of th>m failed
'0 accompiish the results he aimed at, or to exert a beo.ficial in.
fl.ence on postersty, and eich of them acknowledped that he was
far from b-ing bimself the truth or 1he Light, but only a poor groper
af erthe trutn and the liubt. Plato sigbe 1 : # W. uld that one would
come from heaven to teach us th- trath 1" Coufucius and Z sroaster
were only phuiosophers ssekine to 1mpress on ther followers some
muxims of morality ; and Buddba declared that he, like all arcuod
bim, was only one groaning under the curse of tX'stence, and sighing
tor the Nirvasa in which existence would be ended, Juaus - hrist
alone proclaws : [ am the Loght of the World. He that tolloweth
M. walkett not in darkoess.”  Josus Christ alone declared : # [ am
the Way and the Trwh and the Lafe.” He alone declared that He
was to be the teacher of all nations and every creature sl days till
the en of the world, He aloue has ever ventured to 88y augat Like
this, aud He bad eaud it, and has venfisd it n the resuits of ail the
agea that have since elapsed, And He alone, now, in all the wide
world, 1s truly hght and ufe. to the miis snd hearts of men. As
the great Napoleon sard . ** He standa amid all the great vnes of
all history incomparable and unapproachable.” None but eophists
or dreamers, who ¢lose their eyes to facts, could seek another in Hin
p:ace. or pretend to give Him a parallel

8.atesmen, too, are trying te anve him out of ciwilisation apd
social systems. At the baginming of the mxteecth ecntury, the
R:oaissance brought back to Burops, ot only Pagan ideals in litera-
tare and art, but alse Pagan mazims o legislativu wud puliiics, whieh
tthe Light of the World had paaished. Creyar's absolute supremacy .
v¥rO OVer consclence, wae reasserted then, and 13 sdvocated now, g
in +he days of Nero and Domitian ; and our own days have baield
thouran is proan under pergecution because they won d no! acknow-
ledgs that Cov «ar can make no law to which Gd and the conscienca
17e not bounid 1o canfrm., This 18 R reversal of the prionciples of
Christian civilisatien ; 1t is to ignore all the tacts of Chrtstizn hiatory
aod roll back the wheela of haman progress for centuries, And we
tee the resalts tn the standing armies of millions upon miliune of
mzn, under which Hurope 18 groaning, and in the impendi: g conflict
between the one extreme of abeo ute Cresarism aod toe other
eXtreme of absolute Communism, which momentarily threatens the
entire social fabric with destrucuon. 1t the facts of history, past and
present, prove anything, they surely demonstrate that the ouly hape
of socrety and of civilisation is i a return of legislators and govern-



