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analysia and criticiem, Cicero exclaims, as the last word of the ancient
philosophy : * It would take a god to tell ue which of these aystems
18 true.”

) All through the course of modern history we find that same
an of anxious thought runaing almost uwonterruptedly. Amid
the multitude of thrse whose thinking found i s anewsra in their
Faith, there have always been found som: who, etarting from
pescience or from deobt, have sought to sulve the problems of the
ages by the unaided p.wer of intellect, Mr. Lewes has giveo us the
result in his ' History of Philosophy,” and considering the oft.
repea'ed oscillation from 1dealism to materialism, from pantheism to
positivism, he draws the comclusion ihat philosophy is impossible,
that scepticism iy the noyrmal attitude of the reasoasble miad.

Hus division of alternatives 18 incomplete, and therefore his con-
clusion is nnwarranted. But stili his review of humaa thought
teaches u4 thia grea- lesson : That the inteilect of 1he best part of
mankind has ever been eogaged with th: great problems which are
the basis bothof philosupby and of religisu; tht it bas recognised
these problems to be of so tremeadoud tmportance that an answer to
them it needs must have, or man’s life-journey 18 left withont pzace
aod witbout security ; but also, that, as loog &3 it has sought for
their solution by the light of unaided reason, it has scught 1n vain,
has attained to conclusions so imperfect, 8o varyiog, 8o wncertain,
that they could give no satisfaction to eager miads and to anxious
hearts.

From these factd, two conclusions follow with inexorable logic.
The first is, that since the buman mind so universally, so imperiously,
with yearning and peed beyoad aught elee, demands an answer to
these problems, an answer there must be within its reach. The
second is, that since unawded reagson dues not suffica for its attain-
ment, man's Creator must bave given him, for that end, some aiag
to reason, some additronal light, <sme helpful information,—in a
word, what is usaally calied Divine Revelation.

Let us iook at these two conclusions, and see whether there isg any
reasonable eecape from them,

The universality of law, thegeneral barmony and fitness of things,
forbids ue to suppose that man is the one exception whose being is a
contradiction. Hie whole nature cries out that 1t 13 not self-anfficing,
and that the thinge around it are powerless to fill the abyeses of ite
cravings and ire aspirations. Whenever it ia not conseicusly thought-
less or foolish, 1t reaches ontward and upward by the very necessity
of its being. RBeason shows us why thig is so, Herbert Speacer,
among otbers, hag demonatrated that the finite, the transient, the
condiuoned, not only could mot exist, but is 1nconvievable, unless
there existed the Infinite, the Eteroal, und Absolute, His wrilings
ghow that, like those of whom Cicero wrote, he knows not what
manget of God to bave; but he has at any rate mide it perfectly
clear that there must be & GoJ, Tois beiag 8o, it requires oo great
stretck of reasoning to sce that He muost be both the Author and rhe
Object of our nature's aspirations, But to suppose that He so
fashioned our nature, only that it might writhe hesiplessiy in self-
torture, that vur mind aud our beart a.ould forever, like Tantalus,
agoniee for the true aod the good, and never reich it,—.bit would be
w tmagine Him the moat impoadible of moneters,

The leaving advocite of unoelief 11 our country has drawn a
picture of m11'd condinen a4 be uoderstands i, whico 13 to tha
purpase.  Man, he says, stands upon the bleak prunacle of exis eance,
between the two dark abysses of the past and of the future, kauwing |
pot whence be comea nur whither be goes; aod if, in s agony, he
asks Woence ! or Whitter ! be 18 only mocked by the echo of his own ~
cry | Tins 14 Lorrible. 1t tramplee oo the order and harmony of
thioge. and throws 1ntellect, the taghest realm of pawnre into chaoa. |
Nature, intellect. all tings, cery out. I' i3 nut true.  Homan va.ure |
18 not, cannot be, an illesion, » mockery, an anomaly and contradic. |
t1on 10 the symmetry of things. 118 i nes-e8 have thelr purpose ; 118 ]
agpirationstave thetr oojcct o 108 ( 1eanions have their andwer, And |
if, tor the uttaiument of chis, the uwoaided puwers of humaa nature do |
not suttice, it 18 because, noble thougzy nature 18 1t 19 made for som: - )
tng aubler than trsel, for reiations wih the Infinite Creator which
ooly He can make kiown to 11, to whose attainm-ut only He can
belp 1t up. This 15 0ot te the disparagement of pature, bit to 18
bhonour. Jt1s wo lm't of hiudravce put upun reason, vut belp and
elevation bestowed upon it,

Jhus the teaumony of reason, of human nature, in ourselves ani
ia all history, proves with the unimpeachshie losic of facis that there
munst bave beenn ma e, that there wust exiet gemewhere 10 the worid,
a Reselation by tue Creator, of thoss thinge which the creature
epsentinlly needs 1o 600w, a bight to guide us to our desting,

Turo we tuen to the domain ot facts, ant ask : Where is this
Revelation, aad wba' does 1t teach us! Where i3 tuis
so grestiy nceded Lightof the Word?  With the aid of istorical
res.arch and coiticiem, the auswer [u thid momentous question 18, to
auy toteliigent acd 1mparial mind, act hard to discover,

The religlons of tbe past have given up to us their sacred
treasurce. Wuo are able to trace them from their origin to our trmes.
Kach of them savs: » God hath spuken.” Each p.iats back toa
better time wteq the great Father taught bis condien what 1t
behooved 1bem to kuew. The oldest utterance of each s a m=maory
of that primitive teaching about d.d wad avd the 1elatiubs
between them. These ullerances vary 10 s01n0d, and wecording to their
variailons they may be diviceiinto twoy clagses, t e Semiue and the
Gentile. T .e Gootile traditions are remembranc- 8 more or le s
farhtul  f that distant past,  Iu their vanenes a.d changes we can
matk the vicisgitudes of thelr vativoal fortunes, can see the mould of
their national chalacter, can trace the progress, upward or dowoward,
of thelr natlonal genius 1a1ts var.oas forms palos phical or postical,
of apwdsomene 83 ur glonm, of elevatvl tu toe lafiaite, or of absorp-
tion 1o the (mnga of seqwse,

Io each of them there is a entical periol—usually a period of
Jowest eob 1u spiri ual thought atd aspiratton —aod 1u that period
we bebold arise some provid.ntial man to remind his people of for-
gotten tru.be, and to point out to them tube negiected path of daty.
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Heveral of them are bunoured with divine worship after death, and

their sayings have been preserved for the sdmiration of succeeding
generalions,

Peerrating throngh the mists of romance, we now are able to
gcan each of them in hig true character and :n his real measure. Wa
can see how much honour each deserves as a moral, social, and reli-
gious reformer. We can see how far their teachinge square with the
principles of enlighteced reasor, and how far they wers warpsd by
the prevslent notions of their race, We oan see how far they saoc-
ceeded in lifting their people to purer truth and juster condunct, sad
how far their enleavoura failed to attain their purpose. Oae thing
is perfectly clear in them all, from their lives, from their uttarances,
{rom the resnlts which they wrought or occasi :nel ;—they ware mor-
tal men, yearning and striving for the truth coocerning the great
problems of numsan existence, imparting to their generation such
rays of the light ss they could cateh, and mourniog in the twilight
gloom that they conld see so poutly.

Thus each of the sages of Pagan antiquity, rising high above the
low level of his gen+ration, caught 8.m 3 riya of the far.off light, and
gave to his felluws somo utterances of the distant and all but forgotten
tra h. They wete like the famous statoe of Memnon, high oplified
on the plain of Thebes, which, wnen tha rays of the rising eun
touched its brow, gave forth a sound of moaic to proclsim the day,
Each of them was a witneas to the light—buat none of them, nor all of
them, could be the Licht of the World, suy more thao the mountain
pesks, gleaming in the sunbesms, could take the place of the orb
of day.

Meanwhile, among the sons of 8em, the primitive trath was pre.
served in its purity, While the deacendanis of Cham and Japuet
wandered away to ever more distant climes, the descendants of Bem
remained near the old home and handed down the old teaditioa—the
tradition concerning Him who was to bring redemption and light and
peace and grace to s fallen and beoighted world, Aad God, who
thos had fitled them to be the custodians of the promise and the
hope, renawed the memory of the sacred deposit to patriarch afier
patriarch, and raised up, age alter age, the Providential men of lsrael
to be the types and figarea and prophets of the Light ot the World.
Ieainh, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel proclaimed tbe gloriona news
of Hia pearer and nwearer approach, and from the mouatain height of
prophetic vision foresaw and foretold ever more and more plainly
the time and the maomer of His cuming, His life, His work, His
kingdom. The minor prophets filled in the details of the gret pic-
tare. And thus the aurora grew brighter and brighter as the day
drew near. Tacitus tells ug that, even in far-distant Rome, tke pal-
sa'iona of the coming light were felt, and there was a genaral expec-
tation, he e4ys, that one was about to appear in the Kast who snculd
be the ruler of the world,

At lagt the fulness of time came, the Light of the World arosa.
Tha Word was made filzsh, and dwelt among ue. Tha Light which
ealighteneth every man that cometh into the world shoae for h apon
the face of the ear h am'd all the myriads that gat in darkness and
tn the shalow of dea'h, and proclaimed -—*“ 1 am the Light of the
World, He that followeth Mo walke h oot in darkneas, bat shall have
the hght of Life."

And as we gsze on EHim, we 8¢es how Ha is indeed the Light of
the World : how all the light that bad ever shoae upon the earth came
from Him, was only rays from His eflulgence, and centres in Him a8

~ the foeus of it all.

The sages of Lsrael cluster arcuni Him and do Him homage, as
did Moses and Klias 1n the Transfizuration on Thabor, Every finger
pownts to H.m, every type and propiecy is rea ised in Him. He
indeed * fu filled the law snd the prophe's.” He is the key to the
bistory of the chosen people from tbe beginning, and we sge that all
the lignt that ever shone in Israzl beamed forth from Him aloae,

'o Him, a'so, point all the sages of the Pagan nations, as the One
who answerd ail their qquestions, the One who possesses, in ite fulness,
that 1deal truth, that spiritnal beanty, that moral power, of which
they dreamed so imperfectiy and after which they strove 8o weakly,
And ag we glatce at them aad at Him, we see how all the trath they
ever taught was but ecatiered rays from the plentitude of His light.

Buoddba had taugat the equality and brotherhood of men—but
an equality in misery ocly, & brotherbood based on the commen
possession of an existence that is only a curse, and on the comwmon
atraggie tawards the extinction cf self 1n tbe oblivivn of Nirvans,
Jesus Carist taogbt th- eqiality ani brotherhood of men as equally
the offspring of His Fatber's love, and equally sharers 14 tha hope of
a blessel bereafter in our Father's Home, in which they shall find,
D)t annib:lation, but that hlise which *eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, nor hath it eate-ed the heart of man to coneeive.”

Zroaster fad tried, with but poor success, to teach his people
of the origia of evil and how to overcome 1t. Christ Qur Lord laid
His finger on the origin of evil aod th: means of correciing it when
he gald: ' Deny thyeclf,” ehowing a'l the mystery of evil to be in
the perve-sity of the creature’s £ e= wul.

Cunfuctus has reminded his couatry of the usefuloess and obligs-
tion of morahty. Cbriat Our Lori called to holiness, and pointed oot
the patbway of perfection, which, hke Jacob's :adder, leads from
garth up to the very bosom ot God, Ail the moralising of antiqmity
dwindles and bides its he.d b:fure rhat subime exhortation : ** Be
ye perfect, s3 your Father io heaven ia perfoct.™

Plato, loatning the se 18uality around nim, had aspired after the
ideal acd the Iufiaite : but he neith:r recoguisad the valoe of the
in fividaal fi .ite soal, nor the use of this transitory life, nor the means
by which qoion wirh the mfte could be artained o, Jesus Christ
hae taught us that one humare soul is worth more thao the whole
mterial upiverse, 1s worih all the wonders of the life und death of
the lucarna o 5 of Gad. Hz bas oot only told ua of, but has
bestawed upon us, divine grace, which Iifts the e>ul to & union with
G, such s Plato mever dreamed of ; and hz bas eondensed more
sublimity into 1he Lrd's Prayer thaa 14 fsu0d in all the soarings of
the great pkilssopber.

Thus ali the light of the past ceatres in him and radiates from
Bim. * Prom His faloeasall have received.” All the questions that
the human soul has ever asked are answered by Him, All the pro-



