
analysis andcriticism, Cicero exclaims,as the last wordof the ancient i
philosophy :

"
It would take a god to tell us whic'jof these systems

is true."
m

All through the course of modern history we find that same i
swam of anxious thought runaim? almost uninterruptedly. Amid i

the multitude of th^se whose thinking foundi's answers in their
Faith, there have always been found some who, starting from
nescience or from doubt, have sought to sjlvethe problemsof tbe
ages by tbe unaided pjwerof intellect. Mr. Lewes has givenus the <
result in his "History of Philosophy," and onsidering the oft-
repea'edoscillation from idealism tomaterialism, from pantheism to
positivism, he draws the conclusion that philosophy is impossible,
that scepticism is thenormal attitude of the reason tb!e mind.

His division of alternatives is incomplete,and therefore bis con-
clusion is unwarranted. But still his review of hutnaa thought
teaches m this grea* lessoa :That tbe intellect of thebest part of
mankindhas ever been engaged with the great problems which are
the basis bothof philosophy and of religi>n ;thtt it has recognised
these problems to be of so tremeadous importance that ananswer to
themit needs must have, or man's life-journey is left without peace
and without security ;but also, that, as long as it has sought for
their solution by the light of unaided reason, it has sought in vain,
has attained to c inclusions so imperfect, so varying, so uncertain,
that they could give no satisfaction to eagerminds and toanxious
hearts.

From these facts, twoconclusions follow withinexorable logic.
The first is, that since the humanmind souniversally, so imperiously,
with yearning and need beyond aught else, demands an answer to
these problems, an answer there must be within its reach. The
second is, that sinceunaided reasondoes not suffice for its attain-
ment, man's Creator must have given him, for that end, some aias
to reason, some additional light, some helpful information,

—
in a

word, what is usually called Divine Revelation.
Letus look at these twoconclusions, and see whether there is any

reasonable escape from them.
The universality oflaw, thegeneral harmony andfitness of things,

forbids us tosuppose thatman is the one exception whose beiog is a
contradiction. His whole nature cries out that it la not self-sufficing,
and that the things aroundit are powerless to fill the abysses of its
cravings andits aspirations. Wheneveritis notconsciously thought-
less or foolish, it reaches outward and upward by the very necessity
of its being. Reason shows us why this is so. Herbert Spencer,
among others, has demonstrated that the finite, the transient, the
conditioned,not only could not exist, but is lnconvitvable, unless
there existed the Infinite, theEternal, and Absolute. His writings
ihow that, like those of whim Cicero wrote, be knows not what
mannerof God to have; bui he has at any rate mide it perfectly
clear that there mustbe aGoI. This being so, it requires no great
stretch of reasoning to see that He must be both the Author and the
Object of our nature's aspirations. But to suppose that He so
fashionedour nature, only that it mijjrht writhe helplessly ia self- |
torture, that our mind and our heart a iould forever, like Tantalus,
agonise for thi- true aad the good, and never reich it,

—
.hn would be

to imagineHim the most impossible of monster?.
The leaving advoc ite of unoelief n our country has dra^vn a

picture of mvi's condition as he understands it, whicu is to tha
purpose. Man,he says, sunds upon the bleak piunacleof exis ence.
between the twodark abysses of tbe past and of the future, knowing
Dot whence he comt-snur whither he goes ;and if, in his agony,he
asks Wnence .' or WhitLer .' he is only mocked by the echoof his own '

cry 1 This is honible. It, tramples on the order ani harmony of
things,and throws intellect, the highest realm of nature intochaos, i
Nature, intellect, all things, cry out .I-is nut true. Hunan Laure j
isnot, cannot be,auillusion, h mockery, an anomaly and contradic-
tion in the symmetry of thiutrs. its li nes-es have their purpose ;its
aspirations t aye their oo rn<-ct . its q lt-stionsh<tv<» their answer. And
if, tor the attainment of this, theuuauied powers ot human nature do
not suffice, it is because,noble though nature is it is made for sonr

-
i

thing nobler thanl'self, for relations wrh the Infinite Creator which I
only He canmake Lowd to it, to wh >se attainment oolv He can
helpH up. This is not to the disparagement of nature, bit to is
honour. It is uo hurt of hindrance put upon reason, out help and
elevation bestowed uponit.

'lhus the testimouy of reason,of human nature, in ourselves ani
inall history, proves with the unimpeach tbie lo^ic of facts that there
must havebctn ma le, that there must exist somewhere in the world,
a Kevelation by the Creator, of those things wbich the creature
efasentially needs io Know,a I'.ght to guiJe us to our destiny.

Turn we tien to the domain ot facts, and ask : Where is this
Revelati<>D, and wha- does it teach us I Where i* this
so gieatly neededLight of tbe Worid ? With the aid of historical
rematchandcaticism, the auswer to this momentous question is,to
any intelligent acd impartialmind, not harJ to discover.

The religions of the patt have given up to us their sacred
treasures. We are able to trace ihem trom their origin to our times.
Kach of them shns: "God hath spoken." Each points back to a
better time wbeu the great Father taught his CDi.dien what it

behooved them to kuow. Tbe oldest utterance of each is a memory
of that primitive teaching about Qod au.l raan aad tae relations
between them. These utterances vary in to'ind, and according to their
variations they may be diviuei into two classes, t c Semitic and the
Gentile. T.e Gentile traditions are remembranc s more or le p

faublul (f that distant past. la their varieties aid changes we can
mark the vicissitudes of ttieir Latioual fortunes, cansee the mould of
their national chai acter, can trace tbe progress,upward or downward,
of their nttion<tl geniusiqits var.oas forms puuos >phicalor poetical,
of (*hdsoment ss or gloom, of eievatiojto tna Infinite, or of absorp-
tion in the ihings of sense.

In each of them there is a critical p'rioi— usually a periodof
lowest cob in. spinual thought aud aspiration— aud lv that period
we behold arise some provid.ntial man to remind his people of for-
Kotttn truths,and to point out to them tbe neglected path of duty.
(Several of them are honoured withdivine worship after death, and
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their sayings have been preservedfor the admiration of succeeding
generations.

Pc letratiog through the mists of romance,we now are able to
scan each of them inhis true character and inhis real measure. We
can see how much honour each deserves as a moral, social, and reli-
gious reformer. We cansee how far their teachings square with the
principles of enlisrbteopd reason,and how far they were warpedby
the prevalent notions of their race. Wa can see how far they sue*
ceeded in lifting tbeir peopleto purer truth and jaster conduct, and
how fur their en leavours failed to attain their purpose. Oae thing
is perfectly clear in themall, from their lives, from their utterances,
from theresult* wbicb they wrought or occasi >nel;— they weremor-
tal men, yearning andstriving for the truth concerning the great
problems of buman existence, imparting to their generation such
rays of the light as they could catch, and mourning in the twilight
gloomthat they could see sopoorly.

Thus eacnof the sages of Paganantiquity, rising high above the
low levelof his generation,caught sinnr»ys of the far-off light,and
gave tohis fellowssome utterancesof the distant andallbat forgotten
tru h. They were like the famous statue of Memnon, hieh uplifted
on the plain of Thebes, wbicb, wnen the rays of *be rising sun
touched its brow, gave forth a sound of music to proclaim the day.
Eachof them wasa witness to the light— butnoneof them,nor all of
them, coala be theLightof the World, anymore than the mountain
peaks, gleaming in the sunbeams, could take theplace of the orb
of day.

Meanwhile,among the sons of Bern, the primitive truth was pre-
served in its purity. While the descendants of Cham and Japaet
wanderedaway to ever moredistant climes, the descendants of Sem
remained near the old home andhanded down the old tradition

—
the

traditionconcerningHim who was to bringredemption and light and
peace and grace to a fallen and benighted world. And God,who
thus had fitted them to be the custodians of the promise and the
hope, renewed thememory of the sacred deposit to patriarch after
patriarch, and raisedup,age after age,the Providential men of Israel
to be the types and figures and prophets of the Light of the World.
leaiah,Jeremiah, Ezekiel,and Daniel proclaimed the glorious news
of His nearer andnearer approach,and from the mountain height of
prophetic vision foresaw and foretold ever mole and more plainly
the time and the manner of His coming, His life,His work,Hit
kingdom. The minor prophets filled in the details of the gre»t pic-
tare. And thus the aurora grewbrighter and brighter as the day
drew ne.tr. Tacitus tells us that, even in far-distant Rome, thepul-
saiions of the coming light were felt, and there wasa general expec-
tation, he siys, that ooe was about to appear in the JCast who mould
be the ruler of the world.

At last the fulness of time came, the Light of the World arose.
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among üb. Tad Light which
eolightenethevery man that cometh into the worldshone for hupon
the face of the ear b amid all the myriads that sat in darkness and

I in the sbalow of dea'h,and proclaimed
— "Iam the Light of the

World. He that followethMe walkehnot indarkness,but shallhave
the light of Life."

And as we g«ze on Him, we sea how He is indeed the Light of
the World ;how all the light that had evershoae upon tbeearthcame
from Him, was only rays fromHis effulgence, andcentres in Him as
the focus of it all.

The sages of Israelcluster arouni Him anddoHim homage, as
did Moses and Eliaa in the Transfigurationon Thibor. Every finger
points to Htn, every type and prop lecy is rea i9ed inHim. He
indeed "fu filled the law and the propb.es." He is the key to the

i history of the chosen people from the beginning, and wesee that all
I the lignt that ever shone in Israel beamed forth from Him alone.

To Him, a'so, point all the sagesof tha Pagannations, asthe One
who answers all their questions, ihe One who possesses, in its fulness,
that ideal truth, thai spiritual beamy, that moral power, of which
they dreamed so imperfectly and after which they stroveso weakly.

! Ana as we glance at them and at Him, we see how all the truth they
I ever taught wasbut scattered rays from theplentituda of His light.

Buddha had taugnt the equality andbrotherhood of men— but
an equality in misery only, a brotherhood based on the common
possession of an existence that is only a curse, and on the common
struggle towatds the extinction of self in the oblivion of Nirvana.
Jesus Carist taught tb- tqlality anIbrotherhood of men as equally
the offspringof His Father's love, and equally sharers m th« hope of
a blessel bereafter in our Father's Home, in which they shall find,
njt annihilation, but that hliss which "eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, njrhathit eate-ed the heait of man to conceive."

2>roaster had tried, with but poor success, to teach his people
lof the origin of evil and how to overcome it. Christ Our Lord laid

His finger on the origin of evil and th t meansof correcting it when
be saii:" Deny thyself," showinga'l the mystery of evil tobe in
the perve-sity of the creature's f es wnl.

Cunfucius has reminded his couatry of theusefulness and obliga-
tion of morality. Christ Our Lori called to holiness, and pointedout
the pathway of perfection, which, like Jacob's ladder, leads from
earth up to the very bosom ot God. All the moralising of antiquity
dwindles and bides its he id before th*t sub.ime exhortation: "Be
ye perfect,as your Father in heaveni* perfect."

Plato, loathing the se lsuality around him, had aspired after the
ideal and the lufiaite : out he neither recognised trie value of the
inhvulual fi .ite soul, nor the useof this transitory life,nor tne means
by which union wrh the infiate could be attained to, Jdsus Christ
has taught us that one human soul is worth more than the whole
m iterial universe, is worth all the wonders of the life and death of
the lucarna c »;n of God. Ha has not only told us of, but has
bestowed uponus,divine grace, which lifts the sml toaunion with
Gid, such as PUto never dreamed of ;and ha has condensed more
sublimity iuto ihe Lird'd Prayer thin v f juad in all the soarings of
the great philosopher.

Thus all the light of the past centres in him andradiates from
, Him. " From His fulnessall havereceived." All tbe questions that

the human soul has ever asked are answered by Him, All the pro-
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