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(Wort Cvast Times, Decemaber 23)

THE annzai entertainment and distribtion of prizes of §t. Columb-
kille's convent schools, Hokitika, 100k place on Fridsy evening last,
Y0th igst,, in the presence of a large assembiance of Farenis and
prominent tuwnspeople. As on all previous ocoasions the utmost
taste was exbibited vpon the srrangement and decoration of the larpe
Toom of Bt. Joseph's school, the staga ip particular being a marvel of
artistic akill, The seatein front of the stage were oocupied by the
Bev., Futher Martin, Hon, J. A, Booar, M_L.C., Mr, Tymons, of 8t.
Patrick’s College, Wellington, and the Bisters of the Hokitika con.
yent and 1he Bisters from the convents of the neighbouring towns of
Eumara snt Ross,

The entertainment commeanced at half-past seven. It would be
invidions to discrimirate the merits of the young performers, par-
ticularly when each did the part allotted to har in & manner that
must sstisfy the most exacting critic, Soffice it to say that
the following lengtbly aod &ttractive
thromgh without the slightest hiteh to
Part I—Muosic in the Air (chorus), 8t Joseph's singing class ; Aznie
Lanrie (piano solo), Mary Hartoett ; The Bister of Charity (tablesq
and recitation), Mary Duggan and Clara Burke; To the Woods
(chorus), 8t Mary's singing class, FPart II—Magsa's in de Cold
Uronnd (piano solo), Mary E Beveridge ;  Ohwrity ' (tiblesn and
vocal solo), Kate Davies, M K Beveridge, and Eatker Aitken ;
Maiden’s Prayer (pisno duet), E E Baverid ¢e and Esther Aitken. Part
ILl--"Whittington and his Oat " (A drams in three acts), Whitting-
ton (& boy of poor but honest pareots), Mary Duggan’; Mr. Fis.
warren (3 London merchant), Esther Ajtken ; Alice (Mr Fitzwarren's
daughbter) Josepuine Dowling ; Captain Jack (captain of Mr Fitg.
warren's ahip), Kale Davies; (ook {in Mr Fitzwarren’s houe),
Maggie Ward ; Juho Thomas (s page), Lucy Daly ; Kiag of Barbary,
Mary E Beveridge ; Queen of Barbary, Mary Harrnett ; Interpreter,
Lily Duly ; (fniries) sunbeam, Clara Barke i starlight, Mary K shine ;
moonbearn, Kthel Harvey ; silversheen, Mary A Chmeron. Il Trove.
tore (piano duet), Mary Hartoett and Mary Rllen Beveridge ; Onslow
Valso {piano solo), Este Davies i Boog of the Bkylark (piano duet),
Ciara Butke and Mary Ellen B veridge ; Them» Allemand {piano
80lo), Mary Hartoett ; Les Oloches do Monsstcre (piano daet) K e
Davienand Mury Hartoe t; the Old Folks at Home (piano solo), Mary
E Bevendge ; Mume Entranciog (eboras), 8t Mury's singi )

At tbe close of the entertarnment the priz 8 were distribuated by
the Rev Father Martin, Hon J 4 Bonar and Mr Tymone, each with a
woid of coogratulation and encouragement to the recipienta,

Alter the disitibution the Hen, J, A, Bonar said the warmest
thanks were due to the Rev, Mother and Sistera for the pleasant even-
ing’s entertainment they had enjoyed. For his own part be must say
that he was dluappot.uled, for be had come with the intentisn of finding
Taalt, for on all previcus oceasions ke had nothing but complimentary
terma to bestow upon everything he saw and heard. He fonad thia
occuion ho exception to the role, hence bis disappointment. Another
feature of thoee eptertainmenis Was that each succeeding year new
faces have taken the places of the old, but the excellence of these
exhibitions was not in the alighiest impaired. It wag some Fears now
since he bad the pleacure of being fellow-passengers from Wellington
with the Bev. Father Martin ang the Sistets, who were on their way
from the older couniries to open thie institution. He felt then that
they bad anderiaken a very arduons task, but they hud succeeded be-
youd sll expectations, His earnest aud moat sincere wish was that
they may long continue in their good and meritorious work, and he
concloded wih wishing them, bath Sisters and childres, all the felici.
tations of the season.

mar the epjoyment ;—

taking, but once \bey were in our midst be knew that all wonld
prosper. After the Convent here wag established he knew that his
own labours might at auy time be dane without, for the good work
wouid be carried on by the Sisters. For t hose children who obtained
prites he wished to eay that their industry merired the reward, but
those who were not ep fortnrate should mot be discouraged, but try
barder next year, and they were sure of success. In cone asion, he
vyronld wish to one and ail very many happy Christmases and New
ears,

Hia Worship the Mayor seid : = Rev. Father Martin, Bev. Mother,

Bisters, Ladies aad Gentlemen, [ canaot refrain from making a few

tXpress my
the teacbers
and children for the very creditable way in which 1bey bave carried
out the prugfamme and been the me.ns of ua ail spending a most
pleasant and enjoyable evening, The thaoks and tae gratitude of
the people are doe to the Rev, Father Martin for being the cause of
establisning such aniostitution as Lhis amoogst 2+, [ will tell you a
1ttle inci ent that occurred some thirteen or fourteen yeurs ugo. 1
met the Rev. Fatrer Martin on this corner, m fact where this build.
ing now etande, and io the couree ¢f conveisation he said he intended
o build & convent vere, I was surprised a1 the arertion and replied
that it would be some time defure the \ntentivn war carried out, buy
the rev. gentleman wus of 1 different opinion and 8 ated tha; it would
oot be long before it wus buiit. Now what do we find—g convent
standing here of great magnitude, fitted up for voarders, and every-
thing complete for the moral, spiritval and classical educalion of
young Inuies, and 1t is within the graap of every person, be they rich
or poor, who wishes to embrace 1he oppottanity, 1 eansider that the
Bev, Father Martin and the Rev, Mother and Bisiers a1e the actoal
parenta of all the convents on the West Coast, or it 18 through their
;eraevernnce sud energy that those have been already established,

bers is one in Greymouth, one ia Kumara, and one in Hous, and

there are at pressut Sisters teaching in Kanieri, I have persoual
reason to koow the good they have done since the convents startad.
Bo with thase few yemarke, 1 now beg to wish the Rev. Father Mar-
tin and the Bev. Mother and Sigters & Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year, and that they will iive long o as to continae their pre-
sent god work,

A similar ceremony was performed
programme was ans follows ; —

Thy Native Land (Chorus) Singing Clase ; Home to our Moun-
tains (pisnn doet) Olive Beck and Thomas Gleeson ; Obristmas and
the Owldren (r.citation) Moniea Hartaett ; Bilver Lake Varsowians
(piano duet) Annie Hateh aud Lizzie Burns : Daath of Oock Robin
(converssiion) Infant Class; Lijuid Gem (chorus) Binging Class ;
Moes Hose Waliz (piana daet) Lizzie Buras and Mary O'Neil ; the
Children's Choice {conversation) Margaret Hartnett, Olement Han-
o1, James Gleeson, Ruby Baros and Maggia Boyd ; The 8hepherd's
Evening Bong (piano dnet) Annie Hatch and Olive Beck,

Christmas Play, Dramatis Persona—-ﬂn:iouity, Mary Head ;
Expectation, Helens Sbaw i Fua, Alrce M'Quulkin ; PFrolic, Anuie
Haich ; Imagination, Willie M!'Cormack ; Geaerosity, Annia M'Gui-
gan ; Charity, Marguret Hartoett; Sants Clans, Qlive Beck,

God defend New Zealand, Bioging Class ; O.M.F N, Schottische,
Lizzie Burns.

at Kanieri on Baterday, The

{Thames Advertizer, Decomber 19.)

The anuual distribution of prizes to the pupils
convent select school, priof to the breaking up for the Christmay
holidays, took place yesterdsy aftermoonm, There waa & very fair
attendance of children and visitors. The room was nicely decorated,
richly variegated florsl wreaths and overgreens being couspicnons
amocget the otber devices. Thera were alio & variety of exhibita of
plain snd fancy work accomplished by the pupils, Oa the whols the
exhibition wasfully equal to ita predecesiora, which i saying & great
deal ; and although the number of exhibite wag oot largs, the exhibity
themselves were excellent, and reflocied the groatest credit oo the
puoils, Toomuch praise, also, cannot be given to the Sistera of Mercy
for the mensure of perfection arrived at in the working up of the
exhibition. Amongst the work, the fullowing attracted the moet
Attention, And ech of the articles were much admired Cashiong—
One worked in wine colour.d plush by Miss O'Sullivan; one in
crimsoa eatin, by Miss Williama; and two in arassne (oue on black
cloth and the other on plush) by Misses Palmer and Garvey, Thers
%as also manteldrape in arasene (worked oo black cloth) by Miss
I'wobill ; and & pretty cosy, by Miss Payne. Amongst the macrame
work was a drape by Miss Williams, and brackets by Misses Palmer,
Twobill, Payne, Lawleas, Hautebinson, E. McDoasld, and Kenny,
Then there wers antimacassars in dagennet by Misses MeDonald ,
Palmer, Twohill, Lawless, Payne and B, MeDonald, There wag also
A eavelope case worked by Miss Hempbreys, and an excellent map
of the North Island of New Zealand, executed by Miss O'Bullivan,

The following programme was gone through, each item being weil
performed :  Pianoforte duet, Schaloff's Waltz,” (two pianca),
Misses Twohill (2), M. McDonald, and Connolly ; song, * The New
Kipgdom," Miss Koefoed ; song, * Fairie Voices,” Miga Cissy Qarvey
and eight others; pianoforte acln, * Her Bright Smile,”! Miss
E. McDonald,

The Rev. Father O'Reilly presided, and expressed hin grest
pleasure at being pressnt, He complimented the performera on the
creditable way they bad all acquitted themsalves, Ha also apoke in
eulogistic terms of the way the children had all worked &t thair
studies during the past year, which in addition to being very gratity.
ng to the pupils themselves, was aleo & source of great happtness to
the Hieters aud to himself a8 wall, He contended that & Conveat
sclioul had an advantage aver a Government school, inasmuch as at
the former the pupils had religious iostruetion 1n addition to the
secuiar,  In comclusion, he hoped the scholars world enjoy their
holidays, and do pothing but what was worthy i God's sight.
Fatber O'Reitly distributed the prizes,

(Auskland Erening Star, December 4

The dietribation of prizes at the Catholic schools in Hobson
street 100k place yesterday, Hie Lordehip Bishop Lock being the dis-
trbutor. The prite winoers in the parish schools received their
rewurds this morning,’ Bishop Luck 8poke in the highest terma of
the excellent progress made by the pupils, and of their good conduct
1n school, He hoped thewr conduct to their parents at home wonld
equal that io school, and bhe felt sure Little more conld be desired,
ihe prises were firat distributed to the little ones ig St, Patrick’s
Iafaots’ Bchool, The children first went through a little programme
of recitations, which they ail performed very well, one littla feliow
of six yeare of age being especially good with his recitation on
* Landlo.diem.” A floral dr .ma was alsg verf rmed by thirtesn of
the little ones, and tiey all knew their parts well,

Fiom the 1nfant school an adjournment was at cace made to the
8t. Jomeph’s 3chool, waere the elder of the parish schoc! children
wers presented with tbeir prices, Here again «ll was neatoess and
o1der, the little stage and the room being nicely decorsted, The
fullowing programme wes performed in good atyle by the children,
who gave evidence of careful training : —Chorus, * Hail{ Al H.it,”
by the ¢ 1ldren ; address to the Bishop, Mary Thowpson ; choros,
(trom Fiower Quieen), the pupiln ; recitation, » Only Daisies,” Anais
Grubb ; eung and choros, ‘‘ Chiming Bela of Long ago,” pupils ;
ricitation, ** Faatal Greeting," Laura O'Brien ; chorus, Chrisimas
Carol, popils; drama, * Puga in Boots," pupile; prologue, Mand
Dunovan,

His Lordship then with a few appropriate remarks complimen-
tary to the state of the school and to the eondnct of the chiidren,
presented the prizes,

After the distribution of prises the
by the children, and they then broke up,

Thia aftervoon at 1wo o'clock there was a
pupils, parentas, and friends
the Convent High School,

attending the

National Aothem was sang

large attendance of
in the scboolroom to view the work of
and to witness the distribution of priges to



