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tookll8 lid. F,guresand facts, then,still prove the great efficiencyof Catholic education. We see,moreover, that thisis veryeffectivelyrecognised aad openly acknowledged by men whoseposition and ex-
perience particularly qualifies them to form sound judgments in the

Current Topics
A T nOMB AND ABHOAJJ.

Here \re some more of those wonderful figurewhich, as given by Bishop Morau the other day
excited so much Astonishment among certain oour candid friends. Oar candid friends,however
will not exercise their candour by .quoting them
Of that we may be very Bure. The results of theexaminations of the Royal University of Ireland for the year juslclosed, that is 189p, giveus the following:-At the first Universitjexamination, thenumber passedby theQueen'sColleges of. Cork andGalway was 22, the same numbei being passed by the Catholiccolleges of Stephen's Green, Dublin, and Black rock, The honoursgainedby theQueen's Collegeswere 7;those gained by the Catholiccolleges, 22. The Queen's Colleges gained 2 exhibitions and th^Catholiccolleges gained 9. At the second examination in Arts the

Queen's Collegespassed18,andtheCnholiccolleges 31. The Queen'sColleges gained 6 honours and 2 exhibitions, aod the Catholiccolleges gained16 honours and 8 exhibitions. At the B.A. examina-tions the Queen'sColleges passed 17 and gained 9 honours aud~7,exhibitions,while the twoCatholic colleges passed 15 and gaiael i>honoursand5 exhibitions. To sumup: At thethreeexamina ion?.,the
twoQueen'sColleges'.passed .>7 and gained 33 honouraandexhibitions,

twoCatholiccolleges passed 68andwon69honour*andexlii^i-'tTO^l*WWW^fl^*%?r. inJ
*isl£& a(i}testify^h^resnlts

of Catho.ic education. Facts,moreover,arequiteas eloquentin thematter as Are figures. On Saturday,November the 8:h, for example,Mr.William Mather, M.P., a gentleman who has been very activeinthepromotion of secular tducaiion inEngland, in laying ibe founda-
tion-atone of a Catholic school at Prestwich, expressed bimseif tothe following effect :—

"
Hesaid that, as aProtestant, he regarded as

a signal honour the invitation of the Caihoac clergy to take part ina function connected with the public welfare. . . . They wereaware that his views upon national eleme itary c lucation werepro-
nounced and that he had had a good deal to do with the advocacy
of that widespreadsystem of SchoolBoard instruction, >nd the estab-lishment of SchoolBoards which be knew ihe clergy of the ChurchofEngland and the Roman Catholic Church were not entirely in sym-pathy with, but ha had always shown the utmost respect for tbevoluntary zeal which manifisted itself in those Churches. . . .
He desired to testify to the great zealand devotionto high principleswhich had marked the Catholic Cbmch of this country for manyyears past. The clergy of England and Ireland belonging to thatChurch had shown they were capable of great self-aacnfices and life-long devotion to what they considered .he public welfare,and therehad also been in their minds the widest tolerance and the mostcharitable respect for the clergy of other denominations. la thetemperance movera<n> they bad been most active in promotinggood
habits amongst the people, which were now producing a totallydifferent spirit am ngat tl c lowerclasses in regard to the Becu!ar sideof education. They had taken the cr.ildren of -he lowest class ofour population and taught them in the mos- efficientmanner in theirelementaryschools,andnoonehad besrudeed theCatholicC&urch thatamount of support from the Government which th.y had been abletoearn. Although he wasan advocate of free educa ion,and for theenlargementof the sphere of the School Board influence, he shouldnever be one to lessen the zeal of the Catholic clergy

"
Mr E JBroadfield, a prominent member of the Manchester School Board'particularly known also as a secularist,spokelikewiseon theoccasion'"

He said the Catholic Church had been almost unrivalled in its'efforts to do itsduty towards tbe children of i s community. IQ theoree R's theresults in Cathuhc schools compared favourably to theseot other schools, although their educational work was often cardedon under great disadvantages. The grant per head of scholars inaverage attendance at ihe Voluntary schools of England and Waleswas 17s 4}i, and in the Catholic schools it was 17a 3±d That wasgreatly to the credit of Catholic school managers. Inschool pencethey only took 9s 5d per head, while the other Voluntary schools

Among themoreinterestingdiscoveries of the day
is the ancient gold-field recently fonnd in Seutb'Africa, supposed, with a good deal of apparelprobability, to be the Ophir whenceSolomon ob.

.,, it
_

m
tamed the g°ld ÜBed by him with such profusion inbm ding he Temple. A tract of coantry, it appears, has beea par.tiallyexploredand found to contain the remainsof miningoperationsona large scale and carried out by a civilisedpeople. Our associationef the Jew. with religion exclusivelyhas printed on fal,yrealising the position they occupied in the ancient world We areaccustomed toregard them as a people shunning friendlyintercoursew! h the heathen nation, around them, or only nowand then, by atil tI "?u ldolatron9 By»P«thie 8, forming relations withthem. Tbe wars they waged and the victories they won, or in which; they were defeated,are the chief events that, for the most part we. recall as bringing them into contact with other people*. The factis,however,that the Jews were very actively engaged* trade. DrYea.es for example.1Q hm.work "Growthand Viei98itude8 of Com-
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iCe aS traderßnn]y^ondtothatoccu^pied by the -Pbccwcians, the famous merchants and navigators6fpnmit^e times :^<AHhough^Mhteniciau trade,".aysDrYeSes'

".waae^entullymariee,-,^,tb«r iflJarxd trade w?,s alsoand valuable. With their ndgbbours, the Jews, the""Sowduring the .eign.of David and aoionaon were veryIntimate. H ram.appliedDavid wuhcedars, and sent skilful metal-woikerstoJer"saena to aid m buld.ng the King's pa!ace, and, in the erection ofSolomons Temple Jewish hewers of wood joined with those ofSidon in felling the timber of Lebanon. The resouicesof the twocontiguous states dlfferedgreatly. Phoenicia produced S3ercely anygram,but fruits, timber, and metals werp abundant. Palestine wa-ingreatparta fertile river-plain,producing fiae wheat,barley milletwine .ndoil, as well as balm, honey, gurus, flaX) byßsus, cot on andwool, which the Tynan prince, were ready to receive in exchangefor.umber, ROld, dyed cloths, metal-work of bronzeand tin gas'!pottery, jewellery and carved ivcry. the produce of their foreigntraffic, or ot their home iodnitry."-"The Jew,," continues thewriter earned on aa extensive inland traffic, as factor,,or middle-eTfi I **"?**"*■ The co^uests of °avid extended theconfines of the Hebrew kingdom to tbe Syrian desert, and south-warns over the land of Edom to the Bed Sea, on the shores of whichSolomon built the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber The la-termonarch also built Tadmor in the wilder.," called by the GreeksPalmyra, or tbe City of Palm-trees, as a halting-place for the cara!vans bet.enSyria and Mesopotamia. . . .'LJUins sullatt tU.ancxent grandeur. . . . fcolomon in founding these ports endcues wasnot wuhout a purpos ". His subjects bad as strong apre-dileotio«,fori land as tbe Pboe.idan. had for maritime traffic, andeachnation leit to the other ns special di\ ision of labmrThe Hebre* ports on the Red *c,w,reopen to the PI cenicians,brought thither the products of India and Arabia, the Jews convey-

no^cm
f T^li t0 PlCEnicia-'-Wc »cc, therefore, that therenothing far-fetched or intrinsically improbable in the coD jecturemade respectmg th.s newly-explored district in South Africa, to theeff ct that v was tbe ancient Ophir where the Phoenicians carriedon mining, disposing of their gold to King Solomon. Nay verypossibly the Leed felt in this mattermay have led to thebaildineby Kiug Soomonof those ports of Elath and Ezion-geber on theHed Sea Dr. Ye*tes. indeed,defines Arabia Felix and Ethiopiaasforming the Ophir spoken of. '"The rich countries, just referred to '■he says, "' were the anc.ent Ophir, whence the Jews obtained goldsilver ivory, apes, and peacocks."-But, with .be exception ofpeacocks, all thtse things might also ba^e been brought from Africaana .he same name perhaps was given to different parts of theunknown regions where they were obtained.-perbaps indeed bydesign, for the Phoenicians were jealous as to their trade and cer-
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