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—
HERE we some more of those wonderful figures

SOME MORE  which, As given by Bishop Moran the other day,
WONDER¥UL excited g0 much aetonishment among certain of
FIGURES AND' our eandid friends, Oar candid friends, however, |

. FACTS. will not exercise their candour by quoting them,

OF that we may be very sure. The results of the
examinstions of the Boyal University of Ireland for the year jnst
cloged, that is 1890, give us the following:— AL the first University
examination, the number passed by the Qaeen's Collages of Cork and
@alway was 22, the same nombe: being passel by the Oatholig
colleges of Btephen’s Green, Dublin, and Black rock, The honours
gained by the Queen’s Colleges were 7 ; those gained by the Oatholic
colleges, 22. The Queen’s Colleges gained 2 exhibitions and the
Catholie eolleges gained 9. At the secoud examination in Arts the
Queen’s Colleges passed 18, and the Oatholie collegea 81, The Quesn's
Oolleges gained 6 honours and 2 exhibitions, and the Catholic
colleges gained 16 honours and 8 exhibitions. At the B.A, GXAmIDA. .
tions the Queen's Colleges passed 17 and gainsd 9 honoars aud A7,
exhibitions, while the two Catholic colleges passed 15 and gaice) 9
honours and 5 exhibitions. To sum up: At the hree examing iong, the
twoQueen's Collegespassed 57 and gained 35 hononrsapd exhibitions,
thJ‘l pEhe two Catholiccalleges passed 68 andwon 69 honoagsand exhily-

iy, ho mpsalwp fog themenncr in which figures testifyta.(pesals,
of Catholic edneation, Facts, moreover, are gnite as eloguent in the
matter as are figuree, On Baturday, Novembsr tho 8h, for example,
Mr, William Mather, M.P, a gentleman wha has been very active in
the promotion of secular (ducation in England, in layiog 1be founda-
tion-stone of a Catholic school at Prestwich, expressed bimese:f to
the following effect :—* He said that, as a Protestant, he regarded as
a signal honour the invitation of the Caibolic clergy to take part in
s function conoected with the public welfare, They were
aware tbat his views upon pational eleme tary e iucation ware pro-
nounced and that be had bad & good deal to do with the advocacy
of that widespread system of School Board instraction, + nd the estab-
lishment of Sehool Boards which he knew 1he clergy of the Chaurch of
England and the Roman Catholic Oburek were nat entirely in sym- i
pathy with, bnt h» had always shown the utmost respect for the
voluntary zeal which manifested itself in those Churches.

He desired to testify to the great zeal and devotion to kigh pripeiples
which bad marked the Catholic Church of thig country for many
years past. The clergy of England and Ireland belonging to that
Chureh bad shown they were capable of great self-sacrifices and Jife-
long devotion {6 what they coneidered the public welfare, and tbere
had aleo been in their minds the widest tolerance and the most
charitable respect for the clergy of other denomina‘ions, Ia (he
temperance movem:n* they hed been most acuive in promoting good
babite amongst the puople, which were now producing a totally
different spirit am ngat ti e Jower elasses in regard 10 the secular side
of education, They had taken 1he cnildrea of the lowest ciass of
our population and tavght them in the mos effioient manner io their
elementary schosle, and no one bad begrudged the Cathniie Caurch that,
amourt of support fram the Government which th:y had been abie
toearn, Although he wag an advocate of free educa ion, and fur the
enlargement of the sphere of the School Board influence, be should
Dever be one to lessen the zeal of the Catholic clergy.,” Mr, K, J,
Brondfield, a prominect member of the Mauchester Schoul Board,
particnlarly known afso asa secolarist, spoke likewise on the oceesion,
‘" He said the Catholic Chureh had been almost uarivailed in 1its
efforta to do its duty towards the children of { s ccmmunity, Ia the
’ree R'8 the results in Catholic schools compared favourably tothcge
ot other schools, although their edacational work was often canied
on vnder great disadvantages. The graol per head of scholars in
average attendsnce at the Voluntary schoole of England and Wales
was 173 444, and in tke Catholic schools it was 17 33d, That was
greatly to Lhe eredit of Catkolic school managers. In school pence
they only took 93 5d per head, while the other Voluntsry schools

took 11s 13d,” Figures and facts, then, still prove the great efficiency
of Catholic education, We see, moreover, that this is very effsctively
recognised and openly acknowledged by men whose Dosition and ex-
perience particularly qualifies them to form sound judgmeats in the
matter,

ANMONG the mors interesting discoveries of the day

REMNANTS

ie the ancient gold-field recently'ftnnd in Shuth
oF Africa, supposed, with a good deal of apparent
ANTIQUITY. probability, to be the Ophir ‘whence Bolomon ob.

teined the gold used by him with sueh profusion in
building the Temple., A tract of country, it appears, has been par-
tially explored and found to contain the remaing of mininy operations
on a large seaie sud carried out by a civilized people. Onr associa-
tion of the Jews with religion exclusively bas prevented onr folly
realising the position they cceupied in the ancient world, We are
accnsiomed to regard them asa people shunning friendly interconrse
with the heathen nations around them, or only now and then, by a
crimingl lapse into idolatrops sympathies, forming reiations with
them, The wais they waged and the vietories they won, or in which
' they were defeated, are the chief events that, for the most part, wa
Tecall as bringing them inte contact with other peoples, The fact
"is, however, thst the Jaws were very aotively engaged in trade, Dr,
Yeates, for example. in his, wark Growth and Vicigsitudes of Com-
meree,” agsigna to them 8 place as traders only.second to {hat peey
pied by the Pheceicians, the famous merchants and tavigators gt
primitive timeg ;=" Although, the, Rhcegicinn trade," rays Dr, Yeatea,
"\waa'esseutinlly marine,-yet their inland trade w8 also extensive
and valpable, With their neighbonrs, the dews, their relationg
during the teigns of David and Solemos were very intimate, Hiram
supplied David with cedars, 20d sent skilful metal-warkers to Jern.
salem to aid in boilding the King's palace, and, in the erection of
Bolomon's Temple, Jewish hewers of wood joined with those of
Bidoa in felling the timber of Lebanon, The resources of tha two
coatigeous states differed greatly, Pheenicia produced szercely any
grain, but fruite, timber, and metals wera abundant, Palestine wag
in great part a fertile river-plain, producing fine wheat, batley, millet,
wine and oil, as well ag balm, honey, pums, flax, byssus, cotton and
wool, which the Tyrian princes were ready to recrive in exchange
for timber, gold, dyed ecloths, metalwork of brouze and tin, glass,
rottery, jewellery, and carved ivery, the broduce of their foreign
traffie, or ot their home iod utlry,"—* The Jews," continges the
writer, * carried on an extensive {nland traflic, as factors, or middie.
men for the Phoenicians. The conquests of David extended the
confices of the Hebrew kingdom to the Byrian desert, and south-
wards over the land of Edom to the Red S22, on the shores of which
S.lemon built the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber, The laiter
monarch also built Tadmor in the wilderness called by the Greeks
Pualmyra, ot the City of Palm-tre es, &8 & halting-place for the cara.
veus batwe -n Byria and Megopotamia, Its 1uins mill attest
its ancient grandcar, folomon in founding thege ports snd
cities was not withoot a purpos.  His anbjects had ag streng a pre-
dilection for i land as the Phee veiang had for m=ritime traffic, and
each nation lett to the other ng epecial division of Iab wr, .
The Heures ports an the Ked et were open to the Pl cenicisns, whe
brougbt thither the products of India and Arabia, the Jews convey-
iog them overland to Py @nicin.' —We gee, therefore, that there 18
nolhing far.fetehed or intrinsically improbable in the conjecinre
made respecting this oewly-explored district in South Africa, to the
eff ct that it was the ancient Ophir where tbe Pheenicians carried
on miniog, disposing of their guld 1o Eing Solomon, Nay, very
possibly the reed felt in this marter may have led to the building
by Eiug So omon of those ports of Elath and Ezion.geber on the
Red Bea, D Yestes, indeed, defines Arabia Felix and Ethiopia as
forming the Ophur spoken of, * The rich countries, just referred to,’
he says, ' were the ancieat Ophir, whence the Jews obtained gold,
alver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.”"—But, with 1he exceplion of
peacoeks, all these things might aise have been brought from Africa,
and the same name rerbaps was given to different parts of the
unknown regiona whera they were obtained,—perhaps indeed by
design, for the Pheenicians were jealous as to their trade and, cer-
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