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*Jhe NEW ZEALAND LOAN AND MRRCANTILE AGENCY Co, LIi-
TED, report for the week ended Jaouary 5th as follows 1~—

Btore Cattle..—Nn change of any consequence has ocenrred sinca
we last teported. The market continnessomewbat languid, and while
s few odd lots are being placed graziers as & rale unly operate to a
very limited extent, owing. duubless, to the fact that, except on very
rare occasions, the supply of fat cattle is tn exc-gs of requirementa,
and in rah-r too many instane-s they (¢razicrs) find that the price
obtained when fat compared with toat paid as stores 1s not by any
means ratisfactory.

Btore B8 eep.—A few linea of these are changing hands, bat ao far
tbe busioess is only to & moderate extent. A grod deal of enquiry,
however, is being male for nearly all aicts, w.ich it is anticipated
will result in 8 ponsiderable number being disposed of withun the
next few weeks, During the past week we placad abaut 8000, com-
priting foll-mouthed merino ewes, two-tooth halfbreds, mixed s:xas ;
alro four-tooth to full-mouth crossbred wethers and ewes at satisface
tory prices.

Wool.—Since our last there 18 no changze of any moment to re-
cord, Supplies are coming into store daily for the sales to be held
here on the 8th and 9th of this week, when some well-known choice
elips of both merino and crossbred will be submitted, and there ia
every appearance of 3 fall attendance of buvers being present.

Bheepskine, —These continue in good demarnd at recent rates, Wea
had the usual sttendance of buyers at our weelkly sale on Tuesday at
the Chamber nf Commerce Hall, whea we offsred a full catalogae,
comprising a number of country dry skins, also a fair share of
town and country bufchers, byth woolly green skins and bare pelts,
Competition was fairly active, and all were disposed of at the follow-
ing rates :-=For couoniry dry erosebreds, inferior to medium, 13 51 to
3a 21; do do merino, 1s 41 to 331; full-wolled crossbreis, 3381 to
6a 6d ; dodo merino, 33 51 10 53 91 ; dry pelts, 31 to 1s 24 ; green
do, 18 74,1361, 18 51, 1a 43, 18 21, 1a 1d ; green .ambekins, 18 94,18
7d, 1s 61, 1s 54, 1a 34, 1s 24, 1s 14,

Rabbi skina.— I here 18 very hitle to be said about th se now ;
owing to the limited sapply there is no bosiness of any & Nicqaence
being done. Cu.nsigunments have fallen off almost to nothing, and
those coming to hand arc for the most part inf-1ier sorts but still are
ealeable although prices ae a rule are less satiefactory. On Tuesday
we suhmitted a emall catalogue, all low seasons kine, which brought
from 431 '0 94 {; sucsera and halferown, 141 t, 3d per ib.

Hidea.—~Tnere is noalteration to repott. The local demand con-
tinues sufficiently active to absorb all the supply and tne prices pad,
althoughb ¢onsidered luw, leave little or noroom for exporters ¢y oper-
ate. Quotativms, for good to best, 24d to 2{1; exira heavy 31 ;
medinm, 2d 10 24d : ligbt, 141 to 11d ; inferior and sl:ppy, 1d To 131

r b,
be Tallow.—Has & moderately fair demand for loeal consumption,
bat there 1s bardly acy prime rendered «ff:ring o this markst, the
bulk of the co signmenrs coming forward being only odd loe of
conn'ry renderrd, mixed, and ofteq infurior, but at the same time
mark-table st prices 10 sympahy with those cureent at Home,
Quo'ativns for prime rendered mation, 191 to 204 ; medinm to good,
163 to 18s; 1ufertor and mixed, 12461 to 16s 61, Rough fat s-iis
readily, piic:s baing ful y maintal e, whieo are for b st mutton
caul 14-to 143, nfeaor to modium and goud, 104 to 123 94 p roewt,

Giain—Wheat  JThereisa moderately fur demand £.1al classea
of wheat, but mnre especially medinm to good aod prime m hog,
Whire velvet,which geems to be low 1 stock, and any lots of this clags
cffening in muiling condition, eonnl be placed at late current rates,
Tae bustuensdone however 1s et extensive, the demand belng con-
fined to local millers exigencies, which are not very pressing; still
owing to the mall supplieain first baods the market 18 fiim ang
hardly likely to become weaker before the new grain 1eto bant, We
quote best Tuscan, 3s 91 10 3s 10d ; beat white velvet, 33 84 to 33 10d:
medium to good, 33 5d to 83 7d ; best red wbeat, 3s 51 to 3s6d;
mediom, 33 4d to 38 5d ; broken nferior and musty, 23 64 to 3331
(ex store). Oats Locally therais no improvemesnt i the postnian,
and the chief business passing is in the placinz of the few small
arrivals coming to hand from day to-day  Old stocks are a'm wt
entirely oot +f agents hande, but there 18 a considersble quantity otiil
lying in store which will have to be cleired out bzfore prices are
likely to furtheradvance. Even now buyers are not quite <2 keen to
operale at the prices obuaining duning the past two or three wecks,
and only that there are go few off -ring now, 1t 18 questionable 1f lale
ratescould be maintui1ed, but whico we again give, For prime milling
bright and stour, 13 544 tu 1+ 3 4 : best bright sbort feed, 1s 54 to
18 531 : medium, s 471 ; 1ntersor and musty, lsto ls 31 ; good
Duntsh, Is41to 1s 44 1; ex store, sacks exrra,  Biarley 1@ a good
inquiry, but the suppiy 1o first hands being bow almost ali disposed
of, the pusiness done1s only to a sm.ll extent ¢oofi icd to the odd
zoneignm-pts occas: mally com ng fiarward ; qaolsti mg for prime
maltiog, 2+ 21 to 25 31 ; medium 1o good, 2:31to 2551 fed and
milling, 1 04 10 25 24 (e starc).

G?-asa deed.—b-‘om: smalil sales of both ryegrass seed and cocks.
foct have been «ffceted during the week, owl g 1o the mosture ot
the weather, but the remand 18 not b. any m-+ans brisk, aud, aceor |-
to recent reporta consider:ble areas are uader ryegrags 1o tos Norto
Island, which will deabtless te~d to hmit the demand fir sontcern
growih, of which lerge y1.1ds are cx o ected. An tdea 13 theretuie pr -
vailing that 1t wall be sumewhat difficnlt fo waigrain prices ruling
during ‘he past scasen, Wequote—Buist machin sadressed ryvgrass
aef, +3i104- 30 ; farmery peat dressel, 35 10 33 61; medium, 23
Ga Y0 23 91 (vx store). Cucksfoot seed, slow ot sale, al fium 1 10
434 per lb. . . ) . .

Potatoee—The market is aver supplied, chiefly with inferior
sorts, for which there 13 very hittle demand, being almost unft for
use, and 10 coosequence diffizult to place except at very low prices,
while the few Jgood lots comiag to hand are paleable at prices more

in apcordance with reasonable vaines. We quote—Inferior, £3 108 to
£4103; best, £5 103 t1 £6 10a per ton.

Chafl.— Deliverien are only to & moderats extent and with & fair
demand there 18 no difficulty in plecing consigomenta immediately
oo arrival at slightly more satisfactory prices, say for best oaten well
cat and heary, 423 6d t¢ 463; extra prime, 478 6d ; light and
inferier to mediom, 30a to 4Ga per ton,

Dairy Produce.—The market continues very sluggish for both
cheese and batter, in respect fo the latter especiaily, prime salted in
Ponds Boxes, sluw sale at 6d to 74, medinm almoss onsaleable -
Prime factory made cheese, medinm size, in shipping condition, dull,
ut 41 v0 424 per Ib,

Flax —The market is barely supplied more espeoially with bright
and properly dressed paicels, for wh ch wa bave buye-a at late guota-
tions, which continne firm. Medwm to common aund strawy parcels
can also be plac ¢ when in shipping condition, We quote for extra
bright well d:essed, £19 to £20 53 ; medium to good, £15 to £18;
coarse and strawy, £10 10 £15 per ton,

Mussre DONALD BTRONACH AND Co., Dunedin, report for week
ending Monday, December 29, as follows :—

Fat Cattle.—Owing to the New Year coming so close on the
regular market day, the sale this week was again held on Monday,
and, like last week, wasagamn a very duoll one. 189 head were yarded,
which was coneiderably in advance of requitemenn, most of the trads
haviog supplied themsetves, Bidding was dull. Best bullocks
bronght from £7 123 6d to £9; medinm, £5 23 6d to £6 128 6d ; light,
£3 103 to £4 153 ; cows, from £2 Ta 6d 10 £6 bs,

Fat Sueep.—1238 were penned, a few pens of which were ia the
wool, the balance shorn., The bidding was again dull, and last week's
prices were not maiotaiped.  Best crossbred wethers bronght from
124 61 to 138 61 ; medium, 9361 to 123 ; best crossbred ewes, 103 6d
to 133 ; medium, 84to 108 ; crodsbred wethers in the wool, 163 to 16s,

Fat Lambs.—916 ¢ me forward, principally good quality, for
which there was fait competition—best realising from 9s to i0s 61,
medium, 78 to 98, an? a fow in'erior down to 58 6d,

Piga —Highty-seven of ail sorts penned, for which there was fair
competitlon—suckera gelling from 9s to 15, porkers 23s to 294,
bacouers, 331 10 393 ; and extr. heavy up to 464,

B ore Uattle,—There are inguines for weil-grown steers and
beifers, but little busiyess doing.

Bture B' erp.—[here 18 still giod inguiry for youog crosshreds,
alao ewes and lambs, and the late benficial rain will oo doubt harden
prices as owners who havee had thughts of selliog will now be eble
10 held on, ahd largs tumbsrs are wanted for the south, waers the
grissis abundant.

Bheepskins.—The usuxl sales were held on Tueslay, when only
moderate catalogues were snbmatted, There wad the usnal attendance
of buyers, whzn all th: lots warce c'esrad, Doy cro-szreda sHld from
26 105391 ; do merinos, 19 81 to 58 ; pelts and lambakios, 6d to 23 ;
gieen prlte, 104 to 18 7d ; do lambekins, 1ato 1s 64,

Hides —Qwing to the holidays there are few lots coming to hand,

Prices remaie unaltered—v z, prime heavy weigats, 231 to 34 per
(b ; mediam, 244 to 284 ; light, 141 to 24 ; damaged and cut, 1}d to
14d.
d Grain —Wheat: A fow lote of milling samples bave changed
kands curirg the week, but 1nferi v lots are dall of sale. und aiffisult
ty move, We quote - Prime milling wheat, 3361 to 33 91 ; medinm,
331103841 tuwl wheat, 2. 61 to 33 2d, Qals bave been 1n brisk
drmand dunny the weck, especially for brghr, plump shipmng
samples, but very fuw are at present comiong to band, The farmers
ori0g mostly busy wits therr root crops cannot spare time to drive
thuem, but, mo deahr, durin: the noxt few we k< they w1 | be comng
forward freely. W. qu -te—Prime milling, 1:51to 13 5§ 1; feed, ks 3d
to 14 4d (sacks extza), Barley 18 in demsni at, for maluing, 23 5d
to 24 81 mulling, 23t 29 3d; feed, 1a 6d ty Is 01,

Potatoes. —Oaly moderate supplies have veen coming forward,
Quotatione wre—For primz, £6 to £8 ; iaferior, £4 to £3,

Chaff, —Ths market 1s bare, and at preszaot thera s a good demand
for all qualines, We quote—Prime milliog, £2 2s 6d to £3 7a 6d ;
mediem, £2,

DUREDIN, HORSE SBALEYARDS.

WRIGHT, STEPHENSON AND Co., report as follows :—At our usual
weekiv sale beld on Baturday, January 3, a very small entry of horses
was off ‘red, and owing 2o deubt to the large number of people baing
out of town, the sale was very pourly attended. The only fresh
horsee forward were dranghts from Mr, T'wentyman Hodgeon and
Mr, E. D.xon (of Christcaurch), conssting of cirriage and bugyy
hora:s, backs, and spring van horses, but owing (o there being so
few buyers present, pric.8 were anything but eocouraging, We
quo‘e .—Really first-class neavy draught geldings, £22 to £27;
wedium draugit borses, £14 £y £20 ; Light aad azed draught horses,
£7 10 £12; good soring-carters, £10 1> £15 ; we l-match-d cArrage
paira, £40 to £50; w-ll-matched buggy pairs, £30 to £40; fiist-
claga hoaters, £20 to £30,

Mr. F. MEgNAN, King street, reports : —Wholesale prices—Qats,
152110 1. 51 (nazs xXtra) gool demant, Wheat : miliog, 31 3d to
3491; fowls', 3. 31—i.tier firm, 8+ ks 1ocluded. Chaff: Maiket
ba e—£L1 15 to £2 24 64 ; bav, oateo, £3 ; besi rye-grass, £3  Bran,
£2 108, Potlard, £3 104 Potaroes, oli, £3 per ton; new, 68 per
ewt. Fi.ur: roller, £10 to £10 154 stone, £9 51 to £9 154, Fresh
biter, ¥ory plentiru, value trom 41ty 81 ; sa t, nominal, for prime,
6l Baggs, 84, Oatmazal,1a 25.b bags, £8 103,

A Paria correspondent of a ¢ontemporary announces the death
nf the Dowager Marchioness de Castcliane, wmater of the Duc de
Talleyrand, and neice of the celebrated Prince de Calleyrand. To her
influence has been attributed the death-bed conversion of the greut
diplomatiat.



