
The Most Rev. Dr. Moranleft Danedia on Friday for Qaetns-
town. HisLordship will open a Dominican convent atMilton on
Sunday next, returning on Monday toDunedin.

The Rev.Father Golden left Dunedinon Friday, en route for
Auckland. The rev.gentleman's departurefrom thiscityhat caused
much regret,as, duringbis stay here, he bad become extremely and
most deservedly popular among tbeCatholiccommunity.

The Rev.Michael Kelly, S.J., of Richmond,Victoria, arrivedin
Dunedin from Melbourne on Wednesday, en rtvte for the hot
springs.

The Rev. Father Burke, who has been engaged daring tbe
past week inconducting a retreit of tbe Dominican nuns, preached
ia St.Joseph's Cathedral,Dunedin, on Sunday evening. The Rev.
preacher took for bis subject, mortal sin, and delivered a most elo-
quent sermon,listened to with wraptattentionby a crowded congre-
gation.

A receptionof postulantsand professionof novices tookplace
at the Domioican convent, Dunedin,on tbe afternoon of Christmas
Day. Tbe young ladies received were tbe Misses Mclntyre, Arrow-
town,(id religion Sitter Mary Bonaventure);Quilter, Waitabuna,
(in religion Bister Mary Reginald), and O'Connor, Gore, a lay sister,
(in rtligion Sister Mary John Baptist). Those professed were tbe
Misses Ralph, Auckland (in religion Sister Mary Ignatius), and
O'Neill, Ireland, a lay sister (in religion Sister Mary Malachi. The
ceremonies,atwhichbisLordshipthe Bishopofficiated,wereperformed
privately.

The first days of the year werenot psrticnlarly favourable to
the fete of the Caledonian Society of Otagoat Kensington, ftew
Year's Day was wet

—
an unrelentirjg down-pour

—
and on the suc-

ceeding days there wassomething lihe a gale of windblowing. The
sports, however, were carried out with spirit— and the great popula-
rity to which they have attained was testified to by the largeattend-
ance,which, notwithstanding all the difficulties of the weather, w»i

present.

The Ir'uh Catholic of November 15 gives some passages froman
interviewbetweena representativeof tbe Univers and the Archbishop
of Cashel, which took place aa bis Grace was passing through Paris
onhis return j mrney from Rome to Ireland. The following is par-
ticularly interesting :"—

"
Monsignor Croke has informed ns that he

has been enchanted withbis journey. Leo XIII.grantedhim a long
andaffection>te andieoce. Monsignor Croke found theHoly Father
in perfecthealth,and fully conversant with Irish affairs. Tbe Pope
knows that tbe Bishops of Ireland will not fail to put the Irish
Catholics on their guard against everyagitation which might be con-
trary tomorals. And Catholic Ireland know that t\ cHoly Father
will not abandonhis children in themidst of the crisis through which
they prenow passing. On our speaking to the eminent prelateof the
reports circulated by certain journals in London, Monsignor Croke
hDßwered .—".

— "Isay decidedly thit these are not correct. There isno
difficulty for tbe Bishopso! Ireland in tbe situation;therearenoth-
ing bat the best relations of confidence and affection between the
c ergy andpeople of Ireland and Hiß Holiness Pope Leo XIII."

Itseems tobe as tbe result of some misunderstanding that tbe
honour conferred on Mr. John Roberta baa fallen abort of knight'
hood. There can,of coune,harebeenno intentionof offeringaalight

have referred elsewhere to the condemnation
made in certainquarters of General Booth's
proposal to supplement the measures he re-
commends as an adequate scheme of relief
for the misery that abounds in England by
forming special settlements in tbese colonies.
It would seem that the spirit of brotherhood
existingamong us,and of which wesometimes

hear a good d?alspoken, is,after all, somewhat exclusive and
narrow in its sympathies.

The General's appeal is one, nevertheless, that has no
ordinary claims on everyone boasting his connection with
English associations,andone indeed which right-minded men
of every country must treat with due consideration. Gene-
ralBooth's book reveals a state of things as alarming as it
is piteous and terrible. There are, he tells us, some three
millions of people, or about one-tenth of the population of
Great Britain,who are only able to live even for a single
weekby the aid they receive fromcharity of onekind or an-
other,or from the proceeds of crime and vice. "To many,"
hesays, "the world is all slum, with the workhouse as an
intermediate purgatorybefore the grave."— The unfortunate j
people General Booth regards as, in their present condition,
beyond thereach of hope.

With the General in his character of a religious leader
wenecessarilyhave nothing to do. It is as a social reformer
we are interested in him. But we can understand the view
he takes of the state of things referred to:"

What ia theuse," be asks, "of preaching the Gospel to men
whose whole attentionia concentratedupona mad desperatestruggle
to keep themselves alive f Ton might as wellgivaatiact toa ship-
wrecked sal or who is battling with the surf whichhasdrowned his
coarades, and threatens to drownhim. He willnot listen to you.
Nay, he cannot hear you any more than a man whose head is
under watercan bear a sermon. The first thing toao is to get him
at least a footing on firm ground, and to givehim room to live.
Then youmayhavea chance. Atpresentyou hare none. And you
will have tbe better opportunity to find a way to bis heart,if be
comes to knowit was yon who pulled him oatof tbe horriblepit and
miry clay in whichhe was sinking to perdition."
As things are, moreover, the evil, instead of diminishing, is
on the way to increase. The very measure on which the
firmest reliance as remedial in its natureand tending to pro-
mote the national prosperityhas beenplaced, seems, on the
contrary,a forceof an oppositekind:"

It will be said," writes the General, " the child of to-day ba9
the inestimable advantage of education. No, he has not. Educated
thechildren are not. They are pressed through

'standards,' which
exact a certain acquaintancewith ABU and pothooks and figures,
bnt educated they are not in the sense of the development of their
latent capacities so as to make them capable for the discharge of
their duties in life. The new generationcan read,nodoubt. Other-
wise where would be the sale of 'SixteenString Jack,1'Dick Tur-
pin,' and the like. But take tbe girls. Who can pretend that the
girls whomour schools arenow turning out are half as well educated
for the work of life as their grandmotherswereat the same age? . .
Andeven tbe schooling, such as it is, at what ao expense is it often
imparted 1 Tbe rakings of tbehuman cesspool are brought into the
schoolroom andmixed up with your children. Your little ones, who
neverhearda foul word,and who are not onlyinnocent, butignorant,
of all the horrors of viceand sin, sit for houra side by side with little
ones whose parents arehabitually drank,endplay withothers whose
idea of merriment are gained from tbe familiar spectacle of the
sightly debauchby which their mothersearn theirbread, It is good,
nodoubt, to learn tbe ABC, but itinnot so good that in acquiring
these indispensablerudiments yonrchildren should alsoacquire the
vocabulary of the harlot and the corner-boy. Ispeak only of what
Iknow,and of that which has beenbrought home tome as a matter
of repeated complaint by my officers, when Iaay that the obseeoity
of the talk of many of the children of some cf our public scbo'ls
could hardly be outdoneeven in Sodom and Gomorrha. Childish
innocence is very beautiful ;but the bloom is soon destroyed, and it
is a cruel awakening for a mother to discover that her tenderly-
nurtared boy,or her carefully-guarded daughter, has been initiated
by a compan on into tbemysteries of abomination."

Piteous and terrible, then, as we have said, is the con-
dition of things already existing,— and the prospect that it
must increase and grow,rather than suffer a check, is alarm-
ing in the extreme. When the colonies, therefore, are
appealed to to take their part inmeasuresproposed to remedy
this fcarrible state of things,to rescue thesepeople condemned
to a world that is all slum

—
with the workhouse for their

earthly purgatory,— shall we gather up our garments tight
about us and exclaim against the defiling contact? Rest
assured that, with the Old Country already in such a con-
dition and growing worse from day today, we must suffer
defilement whether we will or not, and even our own per-
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carrying oat a remedy.
Besides, it is not proposed to tarn loose apon as amob

of criminals nnreformed and untried. General Booth's plan
is to test bis emigrants. They would come to him first as
casual inmates of a city depot, where,if found suitable, they
would be draughted to a Faun Colony in tbe country,and,
finally, having been fully proved and trained, they would be
sent to the settlementsbeyond the seas.

We have said that with General Booth as a religious
leader we have nothing to do. We have no expectation, in
short, respecting the sect founded by him but that it moat
suffer the fate of all the sects that have preceded it and
separate intodivisions

—
more or less grotesque. As a social

reformer, nevertheless, the General seems to us to hare
practical notions and talents of considerable value, and it
would be a waste of qualities sadly wanted and not often
forthcoming, werehe not to be given a fair field for their
exercise.

—
It is to be hoped the colonies will notgain the

evil distinction of repelling the General's proposal, through
any nervousand groundless fear of defilement, or without a
due and favourable consideration of it.
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