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GENERAL BOOTH'S PROPOSAL.

e —

E have referred elsewhere to the condemmation
made in certain quarters of eneral Boutr's
praposal to supplemsnt the measures he re-
commends as an adequate scheme of relief
for the misery that abounds in England by
forming special settlements in these coloaies.
It would eeem that the apirit of brotherhood
existing among us, and of which we sometimes

hear & good deal spoken, is, after all, somewhat exclosive and

narrow in its sympathies,

The (eneral's appeal is one, nevertheless, that has no
ordinary claims on everyons boasting his connection with
English associations, and one indeed which right-minded men
of every country must treat with due consideration. Gene-
ral Boorn’s book reveals a state of things as alarming as it
is piteous and terrible. There are, he tells us, some three
millions of pecple, or about one-tenth of the population of
Great Britain, who are only able to live even for a single
week by the aid they receive from charity of one kind or an-
other, or from the proceeds of crime and vice, * To many,”
he saye, “the world is all slom, with the workhouse as an
intermediate purgatory before the grave,”-~The unfortunate
people General BooTn regards as, in their present condition,
beyond the reach of hope,

With the General in his character of a religious leader
we necessarily have nothing to do, It is as a social reformer
we are interested in bhim. Bot we can understand the view
he takes of the state of things referred to :

" What is tbe use,” he asks, ¥ of preaching the Gospel to men
whose whole attention is concentrated upon a mad desperate struggle
to keep themselves nlive! TYon might as well give & tract ta a ship-
wrecked eai or who is battling with (he surf which has drowned his
corcrades, and tbrestens to drown him. He wiil not listen to you,
Nuy, he cannot hear you any more than & man whoss head is
under water can hear s wermon, The firat thing to ao is to get him
at least a footling on firm ground, and to give him room to hive.
Then you may bave a chapce. At present you have none. And you
will have the better opportunity to find a way to hig heart, if he
comen o know it was yon who pulled him out of tbe horrible pit and
miry clay in which he was sioking to perdition.”

As things are, moreover, the evil, instead of diminishing, is
on the way to increase, The very measure on which the
firmest reliance as remedial in its natire and tending to pro-
mote the national prosperity has been placed, seems, on the
contrary, a force of an oppoesite kind :

“Iv will be said,” writes the General, ' the child of to-day bas
the inestimable advantage of education. No, he has not. Educated
the chiidren are not, They are pressed throogh ' standards,” which
exact a certain acqusintance with ABC and porhooks and figures,
but educated they are oot in the sense of the development of their
Iatent capacities so sa to make them capible for the dischargs of
their duties in life. The new generation can read, no doubt, Other-
wise where wounld be the sale of ‘ Bixteen Siring Jack,'* Dick Taor.
pin,' and the like. Bat take the girls, Wbo can pretend that the
giris whom our schools are now turniog out ars half as well educated
{for the work of life as their grandmothers were at the pame age? .
And even the schooling, snch sa it ig, At what an expense is it often
imparted ! The rakings of the homan cesspool are bronght into the
schoolroom and mixed up with yoor children. Your Little ones, who
never heard a foul word, and who are not only innocent, bat ignorant,
of all 1he horrors of vice and min, mit for houra side by side with little
ones whose parents are babitnally drunk, end play with others whose
ides of merriment ere gained from the {amiliar spectacle of the
nightly debauch by which their mothers earn their bread, It is good,
no dounbt, to learn the ABG, but it in not so good that in acquiring
these indispenesable rudiments youor children should also acquire thas
voeabulary of the harlot and the corner-boy. I speak only of what
I know, and of that which has been brought home to me as s matter
of repeated complaint by my officers, when I aay that the obscesity
of the 1alk of many of the children of some cf our public scho la
could bardly be ountdope even in Bodom and Gomorrha, Childish
innocence ig very beautifal ; but the blovm is soon destroyed, and it
is a cruel awakening for a mother to discover that her tenderly.
nurtored boy, or her carefolly-guarded daughter, bas been toitiated
by a compan on into the mys:eries of abomination.™

Piteons and terrible, then, as wo hare said, is the cou-
dition of things already existing,—and the prospect that it
mupt increase and grow, rather than soffer & check, is alarm-
ing in the extreme, When the colonies, therefore, are
appealed to to take their part in measures proposed to remedy
this ible atate of things, to rescue these people condemned
to & world that is all slum—with the workhouse for their
earthly purgatory,—shall we gather up our garments tight
about us sud exclaim against the defiling contact ! Rest
assured that, with the ()ld Country already in snch a con-
dition and growing worse from day to day, we must suffer
defilement whether we will or not, and even our own per-

sonsal interests call on us to give all the aid we can in
carrying out s remedy,

Besides, it is not proposed to turn looss upon us & mob
of criminals unreformed and untried. General Boora's plan
is to test his emigrants. They would come to him first as
casual inmates of a city depot, where, if found suitable, they
would be dranghted to a Farm Colony in the country, and,
finally, baving been fully proved and trained, they would be
sent to the seittlements beyond the geas,

We have eaid that with General Boorm as a religious
leader we have nothing to do. We have no expectation, in
short, respecting the sect founded by him but that it must
suffer the fate of all the secte that hava preceded it snd
separate into divirions-—mo re or less grotezque. As » social
reformer, nevertheless, the Gepersl seems to us to have
practical notions and talents of considerable value, and it
would be & wasta of qualities sadly wanted and not often
forthcoming, were he not to be given a fair field for their
exercise.—It is to be hoped the coloniea will not gain the
evil distinction of repelling the Genersl's proposal, through
any nervous and groundless fear of defilement, or without a
due and favourable censideration of it.

THE Most Rev. Dr, Moran left Donedia oo Friday for Qoeena-
town., Hias Lordship will open a Dominican convent at Miiton cn
Bunday next, retorning on Monday to Daeoedin,

THE BRev, Father Golden left Dunedin on Friday, en routs for
Auckland. The rev. gentleman’s departure from this city har oaused
much regret, as, during his stay here, he had become extremsly and
most deservedly popular among the Catholic community,

THE Rev, Michael Kelly, 8.3, of Richmond, Victoris, arrived in
Dugedin from Melboarse on Wedoesday, en rexte for the hot
aprings.

TeE BRev, Father Burke, who has been engaged during the
past week in condncting a retreat of the Dominican nuus, pralchéd
ic Bt. Juseph's Cathedral, Dunedin, on Sundsy evening. Tbe Rev.
preacher took fur bis snbject, mortal sin, and delivered a moat elo-
quent sermon, listened 1o with wrapt attention by a crowded covgre-
gation.

A BECEPTION of postunlants and profession of novices took place
at the Dominican convent, Dunedin, on the afternoon of Christmas
Day. Tbe young ladies received were the Missese Mclntyre, Arrow-
town, (10 rebgion Bister Mary Bonaventure); Quilter, Waitabunos,
(o religloo Bister Mary Reginald), and O'Connor, Gore, & lay sister,
(1o religion Bister Mary Joho Baptier). Thoee professed were the
Misses Ralph, Auckland (in religion Sister Mary Ignativa), and
(’Nell, Ireland, & lay sister (in religion Bister Mary Malachi, The
ceremonies, at which nis Lordship the Bishop officiated, were performed
privately.

THE first days of the year were not perticslarly favourable to
the f2te of the Caledonian Bociety of Otago at Kensington. New
Year’s Day was wer—an uprelenting down-ponr—and on the sue-
ceedipg days there was something like a gele of wind blowing, The
sporte, however, were carried out with spirit-—and the great popula-
rity to which they have attained was testified to by the large aitend-
ance, which, notwithstanding all the difficalties of the weather, was
present.

THE Irish Catholic of November 15 gives some passages from an
interview between a representative of the Univers and the Archblsbop
of Cashel, which took place a8 his Grace was passing through Paris
on hia return juroey from Bome to Irelsnd, The following is par-
ticularly interesting : =" Monsigoor Croke bas informed us that be
bas been enchanted with his juuroey. Leo X1II granted him a long
and affection .te andience. Mousignor Croke found the Holy Father
in perfect bealth, and fully conversant with Irish affairs. The Pope
koows that the Bishops of Ireland will not fail to pat the Irish
Catholics on their guard against every agitation which might be con-
trary to morats, And Catbolic Ireland know- that tte Holy Father
will not abandon his children in the midst of the crisis throngh which

they ere now passing, On our speskiog to the eminent prelateof the
reports circulated by certsio journals in Londoen, Monsignor Croke
Losewered .~-* I say decidedly th.t these are not correct. Thereismmno
difficulty for the Bishops of Ireland in the eituation ; there are noth-
ing but the best relations of coufidence and affection between the
c ergy and people of Ireland and His Holiness Pope Leo XIIL”

IT seems to be as the resolt of some misanderstanding that the
bonour conferred ot Mr. John Roberts bas fallen short of knight-
bood, There can, of course, have been no intention of offering a slight



