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for self-government, and some small joking as to the riotous nature
of an Irish Parlisment. People, however, whose reading or sxperi-
ence ia limited, cannot ba expscted to form judgments of any great
value, and the small jester, according to his kiod, must have his
little joke, No one of any common sense could be influenced by
staff of that kind. A great loss the nationsl party have undoubtedly
sustained . —We cannot pretend to belittle My Parnell, or to under-
value his services in the past—They, bowever, owe to the leader who
bas failed them a very perfect tzaining, by which their native talents
and long experience bave enabled them fully to profit, and they are
Row equal to maintsining the contest under a head appointed by
themaelves, That they will ba supported loyally by the country, and
that 5o division worth spesking of will occur, we are sssured by the
result of this election in Kilkenny,

Pursian Hotes.

AMON@ the more remarkable events of the day have been the con-
ferences of the Abbé Garnier with some of the Socialist leaders. In
some ivetances the meetings were riotous, but on the whole there is
reason to believe that the arguments of the intrepid priest have pro-
duced » good effect. Itie at least certain that he himsclf has been
scknowledged to be sincere in his desire to serve the people, and the
place won by bim in popular esteem cannot fail to be shared more
or less by the priesthood generally, An argument that gained the
Abbé much applause was that in which he msintained that the wages
of the labourer should not be regulated by any bard laws of supply
and demand, but by the needs of the labourer and his family,

The national piigrimaze to Lourdes this year was frait ful in
miracles. It ia remarked that many cures of consumpiiva patients,
some of them in the last atages of disease, were worked. A great
marvel, however, waa that performed in the case of & woman from
the diocese of Sens, who bad been a sufferer for twenty years, and
during the last twa had been confined to bed by a canceroua tnmour,
The poor creatutre came to the shrine covered with aores, bat, after
the third bath tak>n by ber, and at the passage of the Blessed Bacra-
ment, she was restored in & moment of time to perfect health,

The first part of Pere Didon's long expected work, the Life of
Christ, written in refutation of Renan's well known book, has
appeared in the Revue der Dena Mondes. 1t is quite equal to all that

was anticipated, high as wera the expectations, and promises splen-
didly for what is still to come,

The imperding conscription of the Seminariets is causing mome
sensation. An amusing phase of the mntter is tbe fear entertained
in some quartera that the ecclesiasiics will corrupt the army by
laspiring and reviving the religious sentiment in its ranks. A
battalion of clericals is & vision that has rare terrors for eertain
minds, Oo the other band apprehension is expressed lest France,
by being stripped of her priesthood, may become altogether
irreligions, The Bishop of Orlesus, mesantime, haa denounced the
accusation brought against the French clergy of being goilty of
cowardice and want of patriotism, Such sn accusaton, he says, con-
tradicts fifteen centuries of history, He points to the recent services
of the clergy on the battle field as refuting the charge that they
shrank from the dangers and hardships of military service.

Thq Empress of Austria, who has been making a tour incognita
At obe time under the name of Madame Nicholson, and at snother
onder that of Miss Simpson, bas visited Paria snd oue or two other
Frenchvcilies. Her Majesty went abont unnoticed smong the crowd,
In one instavce, she bad some difficulty in changing a money order,
the baoker's clerk seeing resson in the aogust lady's assumed names
to suspect that all was not quite right. Anopportone hint, however,
fortunately prevented him from finally committing hirself,

It is aunounced that an annoal holiday, in memory of Josan of
Are, is to be given in the Government schools, Thbe Sete will be of &
very different signifioation from that of some already observed,
It is to be hoped that the effect on the minds of French school
childrer _may take gome colouring from the cbaracter of ber whose
Inemory is thos bonoured. IF such torn omt to be the case, however,
the Intentions of the powers that be will ba thwarted—but not
unhappily so. The matter in certainly of fair angury for France,

A monument is about to be erected at Aix to the memory of
five thonsand priests and religious martyred there under the Terror,

All, however, were not direct] eXxecuted, many dying from hardships
and ill-treau;aent. y ' ¥ ¥iog P

- gtntuq of the late Admiral Conrbet bas been unveiled at Abbe.
rille, hie nativs place. Tha2event took partly the nature ef a religious
ceremony, the memory of the admiral being revered as that of n
fervent Catholic, as well as an eminent, brave, and victorious com-
mapder. The French navy is fortunate in possensing mary dis-
tioguished officers who partake of a like spirit of faith and fervour.

A revival almoat of the personages of our distant schoolbogks
seems to have taken place in connection with the recent marriage of
& daughter of Geoeral Canrobert, What | Canrobert, the father of
s daoghter still marriageable—not more, in fact, than some aix.and-
twenty yeara old. The daughter of the General’s advanced age, it ig
true, but still the daughter of ono whoss renown is a matter of ancient
bistory, What, nevertheless, does it prove but the rapid flight of

time, and the few years it takes to make us old, snd to inclode
momentons historioal epochs, As for the young lady and youog
gentleman married, they are nowhere. They would be nothing, in
tact, wera they not startling time-marks,

Erratic genins still seoms to characterise the line of the late
Victor Hugo, His graudeon, George, has jost been placed in the
hands of guardisns, whose duty it is to prevent his insane squander-
ing of lus fortume. The youth, it is said, would otherwise prova
swifter than even another * Jubilee Plunger.”

Doctor Després, baving failed te move the Muaicipal Couanail, of
which neverthelees he is himself & member, bas ann' nnced bis inten-
tion of appealing to the Cbambar of Deputies in order to obtain the
restoration of the Bisters of Charity as nuraes in the Paris hospitals.
Aod yet the Doctor is far from being in sympathy on other points
with the “ clericals.”
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The African missionary, Pére Dorgére,was Jately employed by the
Government of the Republic to negotiate their treaty witk the King
of Dahomey, His success in the matter has obtained for him the
decoration of the Legion of Honour,

The centenary of Lamartine's birth has been celsbrated at
Magon. Tbhe principal lay apeaker oo the occasion was M. Jules
Bimon, Mgr, Perrand, Bishop of Autun, preached a sermon referring
particularly to the religions features ia the poet’s character,

The bicentenary of the Blessed Margaret Mary, which occurred
on Qctober 17th, waa celebrated with impressive solembity at Paray-
le-Monial. In the churck of the Bacred Heart at Montmartre also it
was imposingly obsorved, the Archbishop of Daris premding.

Bull-fighting bas become 8 popular amusement in Paris. 1t is
carried ont in a somewbat modified form, both herses and men being
protected from injary in the enconnter. The bull, however, although
not killed, is cruelly fortared, and taken at its best the sportis s
brotal one. Demoralisation is quite apparent among the crowds of
fashionably-dressed people of buth sexes and sll ages who look on
and ofien spplaud with enthusissm. The aport is also not without
its danger. Becently a boll tissed ome of the men engaged in
goading i+ with barbs, aad inflicted very serious iojuries upon him.
Io Spain the sport survives ae the tempant of a less cultured age,
but the significanee of its introedaction into France as an accompani-
ment of the highest secular culture to which the world has yet
at'ained is very evident, Intellectoal development, if such really
exiats, evidently goes band in hand with moral deterioration, The
chances are, meantime, that the boiated culture of the age involves
intetlectual no less than physical degradation.

Paris bad been much grieved by thedeath trom typhoid fever of
the favourite actress, Jeanne Sawary. Thie lady was not ooly the
first comedian on the Parisian siage, but was distioguished by
admirable virtues, being exemplary as davghter, wife, and mother.

One of the noble 1adies of the day is the Duchesse d'Uzes. She
is & lady of many sccomplishments and excels in some branches of
the fine arts. Her chief distinction of later days, however, has been
derived from the great sum she Iavished in an attempt to promote
the interests of the Comte de Paris through the misadventorous
General Boulanger, The sum in question is estimatel at £120,000,
The Duchess indeed isrich, but an expenditure on so vast a scale
wonld prove the devotion of another Crcesus, The Duchess comes of
the ancient family of Mortemart, of which formerly wae the notorious
Madame de Montespan, Bhe also however, and asit is rumoured some-
what to ber discomfort so for as pride of lineage is concerned, thoogh
pride of purss may perbaps be set off agawst 1t, comes of the hm}ly
to which belinged the Venve Cliguot, well known in conoection with
the ' sparkhng vintage of Champagne.” Whether it is the blood of
the Mortemarts or the blood of the Cliquots, that is the more
scconntable fer the attempt to elevate the great grand-son, and
perbaps 1he not inconsistent great zrand-son, of Egail'e, to the throns
of Bt. Loufs muat be left to the discernment of tbose who are rightly
innpired to make the necessary diatinctions,

CHRISTMAS DAY IN DUNEDIN,

——

Ox Christmas Day Massea commenced in 8t, Joseph’s Cathedral,
Duonedin, at 530 a.m.,, terminating with Pontifical High Mass, cele-
brated by his Lordship the Bisbop at 11 a.m, Tbe RBev. Father
Golden acted as deacon, the Bev, Father ('Neill as sub-deacon, and
the Rev. Father Lynch, Adm., as master of ceremonies. Father
Lynch also preached, delivering a sermon approopriate to the feast of
the day. Tbe choir had been reinforced for the occasion by an
arcbestra under the leadership of Mr, Parker, the well-known violinist,
The music performed wasa the “ Kyrie,” * Glori+,” and * Credo,” from
& Mass composed eince hin arrival in New Zealand by Bignor Fquarise,
who acted as conductor, with the  Sanctus " and '* Agnaa Dey,” from
Weber's Mass 1n G, Tne * Kyrie ' opened with an andante sostenuto
wovement, tbe introduction as well as the chorus ali through, being
very good and full, The * Christe eleison " beging as a 80pTARO BOl0
{(taken by Miss Woods), end passes first into s duet with bnrflone
(taken by J. Jago), and finally 1nto a trio, the thira voice being a
tenor {taken by Mr. Carolin). Tbe chorua is afterwards reintrodoced,
the barmonies being rich and striking, and the whole effect remark-
ably fine, The key is that of ¥ minor, and the music is particularly
appropriate to the prayer, the tone of plaintive, penitent, supplication
being clearly brought out and well sustained. The * Gloria " opena
with a rapid and triumpbant movement, the solo, duet, and trio being
sgain yudiciowely employed. Thbe chorus also is, ae before, full and
rich, The " Qui Tullis " begun by the baritone, 18 auswered by the



