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pigh to the utmost extent of its seating accomodation. The pro-
gramme was begun with a waliz, which was spiritedly played on two

ianos, the pianistes being Mistes McDona'd and Coanelly aad the

wses Twohill, Heveral tableanx were exhibited during the evening
and were exceedingly pretty aod enccessful. In the first a group of
prettily dressed liitle girls, symbolised ** Jacob's Dream,” and the
second exhidited, 10 & way suggestive of considerab e pathos, a litdle
orphanp engaged in prayer, The best of the three tableaux, however,
was, beyond doubt. the one called “ Our Holidey,” the disposition of
the dramatis persona,the surroundings, «nd the light thrown upon
all, sdmirably representiog a delightfol outing in the woods, One of
the plescantest itema on the programme consisted in the renderiog
of * Fairie Voices " in which Miss Cissy Garvey and eight orher Little
girle aang ani dacced with captivating prettiness. lhe manofurte
playing of Misces McDonsld, Fortune, Garvey »ni Lawless gave con-
piderabl : pleasure, and showed that the rig-t ki d of care bhad been
taken with their musical education ; while Mise J. Koefoed and Miss
E. Twohill scquitted themeelves well in their respective solos, “ The
Old Countree,” and “ Castanetta,”” Tbe chorna * Friendsbip ™ was
very creditably given, Recitations were given by two of the younger
pupils ; - Papa'a Letter," by Mise 0. Walsh, and * The Music Master "
by Mies J. Hnmptreys, For children go young, both did very well
indeed ; “ The Music Masater " especially was given with an amount
of piguaney and dramatic action not often exhibited by a child before
& public sudience, A dramatic piece eatitled the * The Peagint
Queen ” filled the second part of the programme, and was carried
throngh withoat a hitch worth noticing. The parts that gave most
scope for dramatic tatent were those of Madame Migmago and Bat-
tina—the latter especially ; and it is quite wiithin 1he mark to say
that touches of real dramatic talent were exhibited by th» performers.
The following waas the cast of the piece: Uountess de Bzlville, Miss
O’'Sullivan ; Mavame Migmago, Miss 8. Palmer ; Malame Bonewur,
Miss K. Twohill; Adele (her grandaughter), Mies Maggie McDovald ;
Marguerite, Misy 8. Conneily : Claudine, Miss Twolill ; Jeannertun,
Miss Garvey ; Louison, Miss Payne; Maitine, Miss Lawless; Kte,
Miss Williame; Bettina (Madame Booceear'sservaot). Mies McDonsld.
Toe singing of " God save tbe Queen ' appropriately brooght a plea-
sant and successful entertainment to a harmonious close, There was
one tbiog which we observed with especial pleasure while the hitile
drams was being played—namely, the excellent enuaciation even of
foreign words and the purity with which Englishwas spoken. Thoere
was no vocal alurring, aod the speskera also showed that they bad a
clear apprehension ot the meaniug of the words they nsed.

——

(From the tWairarapa Daily December 20 )

The children of the Bt. Patri k's achool assembled yesterdsy
nfternoon for the a 1nu.l distribotio) of priz:a previwus t» breaki g
up for the Christmas ho'idays, K-v. Father McEeon,, 1n a short
address to the children, sall thit they hal vow resched the end of
the year and ware doubtless all loaking forward to getiing pniz s, har
for two reasons only the most sugeessful scbolars would receive
awaids, The fi st was that hedid not belirve in giving everyone a
prize a8 it would oo be fair to the child of soperivr merit who bad
striven diligenuiy to excei, und o tbe svcinl place they had had
some difficalty 1n raising money, 8:ill the pr/-3 w.re numerous,
and they had vot doue badly, especiaily when they consudered tha
the Governmen! schools had given po prizes becaus: they were out ot
funds, In bas opioton the fact that their unaided eff art had bien so
snceessfui was a strong argoment 1u favoar of what they were stniving
for, namely, a:id to Catholic Bchools, and he thought that any thuugh-
ful person would see that scmvething was wrong with the present
system, He regretted toat the YWev, Dr, Watters was unab'e to be
present, but Rev, Fatber Bowden had made agood representative and
examiner., 1he resalt of the brize awarding must be quite unbtassed
as Father Bowden wae unacqualoted witn any ooe of the children
In the needlework judging, Mrs Bremuner avd Migs Humilion had
kindly acted, as Father Bowdean, knowing whitumportance 1satt.ch -4
1o this braoch, deciined the responsibility. The report was then read
a8 follows : —

“ I have examined during the past three daya the pupils attend-
ing St. Patiick's Sebool, and am pleas-d ©> siate that the arsweriog
of the warious clas.es, 1n the d ffereat sutjocts preseated, was
eminently satisfactory, In the #1xrl cl.gs & litt'e weakness was
ghown 1n Epghsh hi~tory, and tre soswering of two popils ia
gecgraphy wua not up to the standard of the others.  The fifth ¢ ass
on the whole passed a very creditable examnation, Tuefourth class
(two excepted), answered very well. Toe oral examinaion of the
1hird class lefi nothiag to bedewured. Iwould, however, recommend
several of thie class to pay more attention 16 wruing, The second
claes hkewse did very well. and obtained o very good regalt, but the
junior division of thig class waa a little weak 1o arithmetic.  Thefirst
class sanewered very well in the several subjects presented, and the
anewertng of the infants hkewise wag highly creditable. Bumming
up, [ would say that the resulr of the exanitnatiun on the whole was
a high!y creditable one, and gave evidence of a large amount of
educational work done during the year, for which their devoted
teacher deserves the highest praise, Fhe peedliwork—a rem vkahie
display—wag tn«pected by Mra Bremner and Mise Hamilton, whbo
exprested themselves surpriged at the quality and quan iy of the
articles exiibited, the work of the junior division especially bung
highly commended., Tn th.e department albo the paicetaking nature
of the teacher was fu'ly evident,

J, Bowpen, 8.M,, M A"

After the report, Rev. Futher McKenna said he hoped to raise
ihe siandard of the school stll righer, and with this ob)ect he
inteuded appointing the scholar who progres ed m »~t dunng the yrear
a8 & puptl te-ther, and he would eive £10 wvut of bis own pocket
towards remuonerating that one,  Taie would b= kept up every year,
aod he buped would help matertally to rawse the echoul to a 81l
higher place than it now possessed, Prizs:s were theo distributed.
Father McKenna briefly thanked those who had given apecial prizen
and aided in any other way, mentionirg especially the Town Lands

Trast, Mer. Btempa, who was present, then sprke in highly ealogistic
termsof Mrs snd Miss Carrick, and on beha!f of his daughters
praseated Miss Carrick with an ornamental bracket as aslight acknow-
l-dgment of the services abe 8o devoledly rendered the school without
any remuneration, Father T. McKenna r-gponded, and the githoring
broke up witk ringing chaers for the Rev, pentlemen and the teachers.

(From the Nelaon Culonist, December 20.)

The presentation of prize to scholars attending the High aad
Belect Behools took place 1o tbe Girle' Orpbanage building yes'erday
afternoon, in the presence of a lirge number of ladies and geatlemen,
Muach pains had been devoted to the decoration of the Iarge room,
whercia the pupila of the schools named were seated on a raised
platform ai one end, the spac> in front being devoted to a number of
pianofortes, while the remaiader of the room was oceupied by the
vigitors, The chair was occupied by his W rship the Mayor, and at
the commencement of the proceedings the Vory Rev, Father Mahoney
rose and said that for many years past the Mayor of the city, or fail-
ing the Mayor, the City member, had as & general rule baen requested
to preside at their annual prize-giving ceremony. Oa the present
oceasion they were fortunate in having Mr. Tragk presiding over them,
aod as that geotleman had only been installed Mayoran the previons
day, his first official act was in taking the chair that day. They
were also fortunate in having the City member, Mr, Harkness, with
them. He theo intimated that the echolars would presenta pro-
gramme which they had prepared for the occasion (applause),

The programme referred 1o, and which was a very pleasant one,
was then gone througbh and heartily appreciated by those present,
As usual on similar occasions a noticeable featura consisted in the
several soloa oo & number of piapofortes, and harmonium, and &
duet with five pianofortee, barmonium and violin. All were very enc-
cessfully performed, the duet cluiming sp-cial cotice. The performers
in these instrumental piecea were Misrgs, Scott, King Kaable,
Lempfert, Bourke, Pratt, Peters, (harmonium). Comrie, Kgan,
Dickens m, O'Connor, Frazer, Hunt, Corcoran, Young, Stewart,
Minogune, Lempiert, (harmosiam), and Peters (violin), A, Lempfert,
DeVere, L. Beott, Arnold, and Sctt (hirmoniom), and P -ters,
Tuen, tao, there were several songs and cooruses, includiog “ Angels
whisper sweet good vight’ by the Juniors, © Let music and song
be our pasiime to-mght ' by the 8eniors, ' Tread softly, the angels
are calling " by the Juniors of the BSelect Bchool, * The midoight
moon '’ by the Seniors of the same echool, aod ** Rock me to sleep
mother " by the S8zoiors, all of thems shwing careful teachiog, The
vocal golos by Mire Lempf-rt and Miss Pratt were well rendered, and
some of the recitations were very good, Misses Youog and McMahon
two little dots, deserving much praise for toeir recitarion of *Toe
dew drop and the stream.” Miss Sweeney and Miss Lemplert also
deserve m-otion. Tre lagt item on thig part of the programme was
4 remarkably well execured planofurte solo by Miss Scott.

At this stage his Worship the May or, addressing tne Rev. Mother,
the Very R v, Father laboney, and thosz present, eaii he had mach
pleasure in undertaking the duty of presiding at such a very pleasant
gatheting  To gee so many smiliag faces, he alin fed, of enurse, to
the yunger ones, was extremely granfyins, but before b+ proreeded
to present the pnzss he should hke 1o ray a few woris, He knew
the giris must be very anx ous to take bome their prizes, and he
counld assure them that nothing was more pleasinz to parents than to
have their children come ronning bome with przes, for it filled their
hearts with gladnesa, To those wi o had not been fortunite he said
“don't be dow.hearted, but strive and strive again, ani see if you
can't overtake those whno have won prizes this time.,” He felt sure
they would do their best to do eredit to tae pood teition received at
the hands of the goad ladies of the convent, and the sound advica
from Father M:honey. Again he urged them not to be disc ruraged,
but to try again and persevere, It wasa grear thing in this conatry
to have so murh education, and 1t was a grand thing £) dee them
growiog up poxl men ani women., He had noticed the ¢ ildren
st these schools upder the la'e Fath:r Gann and under the
good ladies tor manv years He had watch.d them for twenty
years, snd had seen their d¢ar friend Father Garin, who
had been a frirnd of his, wtth th: orphins, and hasad G 4 bless
those who take care of the orubans (applause), H- rememo:red
going to Father Gurn's s'uty brgmog—ior, like Mr. Huaat, he usel
t)be a god hand at besygiog, ani he n-ver went to Facher Garin in
vain—and had seen him with his o1phan bays. The late Archpriest
was respected by all, 1a bis Churceh as well asou’ of it, and 1n Faiber
Mahoney 5e had a worthy successor (applause)--who like him
e .deavoured to trawm up the orpban in the way be shonld go. Thosa
who heard the eloqu-nt s:rmon preached by the Archbishop lamt
Bunday might rem-mber that the Archbishp was a boy ander Father
Garin, and he commen'e! on the character buailt up on the founda-
tion 1a d 12 that c¢ase. 1% was in childb iod, he ead, the foundation
was laid, and as it was laid so were they Like'y to grow up good men
or women. He had intended reterring to the Education Act, but xa
Mr. Harkncss was present he would leave that subj-ct to that gentle.
man. Before presesting the priz:a he would ask Mr. Magiuunuy and
Mr, Barkness to sprak (applans: ).

Mr. Mazinoity said the programme they had lstened to that
afternvon was enangh 1o convines *hem as towhit was being dona in
thes- achools. The pub ic aystem of education was not acceptable to
the Catholics, who bad nohly undertaken the work of edueating their
children without asmistance  They were couscquentiy eatuz] d to their
sympathy, while the goyd work done ealled torth their almiration,
He th n apoke to the emldren, asking thos: who vot pr.zes to let that
fact be an inc ‘ntive to further e yrta, Thoey a 1, pacents and ehildren,
vwed a grear debt to the teachers, and the least they con d do te
show that they appreciated the kindnsss of thetr teachers was to ba
g od, I'bey could not always he siceeseful, but if they were not now
sucersaful. and they tried success would come,

Mr Harkness, M H.R, desred t) thaok Farher Mahoney for
having invited him to be present, The Mayor bad invited him to
speak on the Colonial system of education, bat although he thooght
they were blessed in having such an excellent state system, and that



