
(From the Nelson Colonist, December 20.)
The presentation of priz'sto scholars attending the High and

Select Schools took place intbe Girls' Orphanage building yes'crday
afternoon, in the presence of a largenumber of ladies andgentlemen.
Much pains had been devoted to the decoration of tbe largeroom,
wherein the pupils of the schools named were seated on a raised
platformat one end, the Bpac in frontbeingdevoted toanumber of
pianofortes, while the remainder of the room was occupied by the
visitors. The chair was occupied by his W irship the M*yor, aad at
the commencement of tbeproceedings theV.-ry Rev. Father \lahoney
rose andsaid that for many years past the Mayor of thecity, or fail-
ing the Mayor, tbe City member, hadas a general rulebeen requested
to preside at their annual prize-giving ceremony. Oa thepresent
occasion they were fortunate inhaving Mr.Trask presiding over them,
and as that gentleman had only been installed Mayor on tbeprevious
day, bis first official act was in taking the chair that day. They
were also fortunate in having the City member, Mr. Harkness, with
them. He then intimated that tbe scholars would present a pro-
gramme which they bad prepared for the occasion (applause),

The programme referred to,and which was a very pleasantone,
was then gme through and heartily appreciated by thosepresent.
As usual on similar occasions a noticeable feature consisted in the
several solos on a number of pianofortes, and harmonium, and a
duet with five pianofortes,harmonium and violin. All were very suc-
cessfully performed, the duet claimingspecial notice. The performers
in these instrumental pieces were Misses, Scott, King Keoblf,
Lempfert, Bourke, Pratt, Peters, (harmonium). Comrie, Egan,
Dickens in, O'Connor, Frazer, Hunt, Corcoran, Young, Stewart,
Mmogue, Lempfert,(harmooium), and Peters (violin), A.Lempfert,
DeVcre, L. Scott, Arnold, and Se tt (hirtnonium), and P ters.
Toen, too, there wereseveralsongs and choruses, including

"
Angels

whisper sweet good night" by the Juniors, "Let music andsong
be our pastime to-night

"
by the Seniors, ''Tread softly, the angels

arecalling"
by the Juniors of the Select School, "The midnight

moon" by the Seniors of the same school, and " Rock me to sleep
mother "by the Seniors, all of these sh >wingcareful teaching. The
vocal solos by Miss Lempf-rt and Miss Pratt were well rendered,and
some of therecitations were very good, Misses Young and McMahon
two little dots, deserving mucipraise for tneir recita'ion of "Tne
dew drop and the stream." Miss Swneney and Miss Lempfert also
deservemention. Trie last item on this part of the programme was
a remarkably well esecu'ed pianoforte solo by Miss Scott.

At this stagehis Worship the May >r, addressing the Rev.Mother,
the Very R v. Father lahouey,and those present, tail he had muc*i
pleasure inundertaking the duty of presiding at such a very pleasant
gatheting To sea somany smiling faces, he allu led, of course, to
'he younger ones, was extremely g-aufyindr, but before h" proceeded
to present the prizes he should like to say a few woris. He knew
the girls must be very anxous to take h ime their pnz^p, and he
could assure them that nothing was more pleasing to parents than to
haveihtir children com» runninghome withpnz ;s, for it filled their
hearts with gladmss. To thos" wio had not been fortun ite he said
'"don't be downhearted, but strive and strive again, ani nee if you
can't overtake those who have won prizes this time." He felt sure
they would <io their best to do credit to tne good tuition rpceived at
the hands of the good ladies of the convent, and the sound advica
from Father Mihoney. Again he urged them not to bedisouraged,
but to try agaia and persevere. It was a great thing in this country
to have so much education, and it was a grand thing t) see them
growing up good men an1 women. He had noticed the c ildren
ut these schools under the la'e Father Gann and under the
good ladies tor man» years He had watch 'd them for twenty
year?, and had seen their (har friend Father Garin, who
had been a friend of his, with t\\* orph in«, aud h». Raid G d bless
those who take care of the oruhans (applause). H- remembjred
going to Father (Jir n's s'u ly b'gging

—
for, like Mr. Hunt, he use!

t ) be a g iod hand at be^gintr, an1 he n'Ver weut toKacher Garin in
vain

— andhad seen him with his oiphati biys. The late Archoriest
was respectedby all, inhis Church as well asou* of it,and inFather
Mahoney he had a worthy successor (applause)— who like him
c ideavoured to train up tbe orphan in the way he should go. Those
who heard the eloquent sermon preached by the Archbishop last
Sunday might remember that t>>e Archbiship wasa boy under Father
Garin, andhe commen'el on the character built up on the founda-
tion lad inthat case. It was in childn >od, he eaid, the foundation
was laid, and as it was laid so were they hko'y to growup good men
or women. He had intended referring to the Education Act, but us
Mr.Harkncss was present he would leave that subject to that gen^e-
man. Before presenting the pnz>ahe would ask Mr. Magumity and
Mr. HarkneßS to spi ak (applaust)-

Mr. Maginnity said the programme they had listened to that
afternoon wasenough to convince 'hem as to wh >t was beingdone in
thes' schools. The pub ie system of education was not acceptable to
thu Catholics, who had nobly undertaken tbe work of educating their
children without assistance They were constquently entnl dto their
sympathy, whiK- the good work done called torth their aimiration.
He th n spoke to the childreu, asking those who irot pr.zes to let that
fact be an i'ic 'ntive to furthere*f >r ts. Theyal,parents and children,
oWi'd a gn a' debt to the teachers, and the least they c^'Ud do ta
show that th^y appreciated the kin«in<ss of their teachers was to ba
g oil. They couldnot always be s icces>-ful,but if they were njt now
successful, and they tried success would come.

Mr Harkness, M H.R, de?red t> think Father Mahoney for
having invited him ti be present. The Mayor had invited him to
speak on the Colonial system of education,but although he thought
they were blessed in having such an excellentstatesystem, and that

(From the WairarapaDaily December 20)
The children of the St. Patri k's school assembled yesterday

afternoon for the a mv il distribuiio i of prizes pr^vi >us t > breaki .g
up for the Christmas ho'idays. Kv. Father McKenn >, in a short
address to the children, saii thit they haiuoff reached the end of
tbe yearand were doubtless all looking forward to getting pnz s, bu'
for two reasons only ibe most successful scholars would receive
awaids. Tne fi st was that hedid not believe in giving everyone a
prizeas it would nji be fair to the child of superior merit who had
striven diligently to excel, and in tbe secmi place th* jy had hal
some difficulty in raising money. Slill the pr/j9 sstv tre numerous,
and they had not done badly, especially when they considered tha'
the Government schools hid given no prizes because they were out ot
funds. Inbis opinion the fact that their unaided effjrt had beenso
successful was abtrongargument in favourof wha< they were striving
for, namely, aid to Catholic Schools, and bethought that any tbough-
ful person would see tbit strut-thing was wrong with the present
system. He regietted that the Key. Dr. Watter-> »as unabetobe
present, but Key.Father Bowden hid made agood representative and
examiner. The result of the onze awardingmust be quiteunbiassed
asFather Bowden was unacquainted wan any one of the children
Inthe needlework judging, Mrs Bremner and Miss Himilion had
kindly acted, as Father Bowden,knowing wh it importance isatt >eh-d
to this brarjeh,declined the responsibility. The report was then read
as follows :

—
"Ihaveexamined during the past three days the pupils a'tend-

ing St. Patuck's School, andam pleased t) state that tbe aiswering
of the various clashes, in the d rrVrent subjects presented, was
eminently satisfactory. In the mxMi class a litte weakness was
shown in English hi-tory, and the answering of two pupils in
geography wasnot up to the standard of the others. The fiftuc ass
on the whole passed a verycreditable examination. Tne fourth class
(two excepted), answered very well. Toe oral examinationof the
third class left nothing tobede«ired. 1would, however,recommend
severalof this class to pay more aitention to writing. The second
class likewise did very well, and obtained *» very good result,but tbe
junior division of this class wasa little weakinarithmetic. The first
class answered very well in the several subjects p'esented,and tbe
answeringofthe infants likewise was highly creditable. Summing
up, Iwould say that the result of ihe examination on the whole was
ahighly creditable one, and gave evidence of a large amount of
educational woik done during the year, for which their devoted
teacher deserves the highest praise. The needlework

—
arom.rkable

display
—

was inspected by Mrs Bremncr aud Miss Hamilton, who
expret^ed themselves surprised at the quility and quanny of the
articles exhibited, the work of the junior division especially being
hiptaly commended. Inth.B department albo tho painstaking natuie
of the teacher was fu'ly evident.

J. Bowden, S.M., M A."
After the report, Rev. Father McKenna said he hopod to raife

the standard of the school still higher, and with thin object he
intendedappointing the scholar who progns ed m >-tduring the y^r
as apupil teacher, and he would eive £10 out of his own pocket
towards remunerating that one. Tnie would ba kept up every year,
and he hoped would help materially to raise the school to a s ill
higher place thanit now possessed. Prizes were then distributed.
Father McKenna briefly thanked those whohad given special prizes
andaided inany other way, mentionirg especially the Town Lands

Friday, January 2, 1891. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Trust. Mr. Stempa, whowas present, thenspoke inhighly eulogistic
termsof Mrs and Miss Carrick, and on behalf of bis daughters
presented MissCarrick withanornamental bracketas a"light acknow-
ledgment of the services she so devotedly rendered the school without
any remuneration. Father T. McKenna r^soonded,and thegtttaring
broke upwith ringiog cheers for the Rev.gentlemen and the teachers.

nigh to the utmost extent of its seating accomodation. The pro-
gramme wasbegan with a waltz, which was spiritedly played on two
pianos, the pianistes being Misses MeDona d and Connelly and the
Misses Twohill. Several tableaux were exhibiteddaringthe evening
and wereexceedingly pretty and successful. Intbe first a group of
prettily dressed liitlc girls, symbolised "Jacob's Dream," and (be
second exhibited, ina waysuggestive of coasiderab c pathos,a little
orphanengaged inprayer. The bestof the three tableaux,however,
was, beyond doubt, the onecalled "Our Holiday," tbe disposition of
the dramatis persona?, the surroundings, and the light thrownupjn
all,admirably representinga delightful outingin the woods. One of
tbe pleaeantest items on the programme consisted in tbe rendering
of

"
Fairie Voices

"
in which Miss Cissy Garvey andeig'it o'her little

girls sang an1 danced with captivating prettiness. Ihe pianoforte
playing of Mist-es McDonald, Fortune,Garvey unJ Lawless gave con-
siderabl: pleasure, and showed that tbe rig itkiid of care bad been
taken with their musical education;while Miss J. Koefoedand Miss
B. Twohill acquitted themselves well in their respective solos. " The
Old Countree," and

"Caetanetta," Tbe chorus "Friendship"
was

verycreditably given. Recitations were given by twooftbeyounger
pupils;'" Papa'sLetter,"by Miss O. Walsh, and"The Music Master

"
by Miss J.Humphreys. For children so young, bothdid very well
indeed; ''The Music Master

"
especially was given withan amount

of piquancy anddramatic actionnotoftenexhibitedby achild before
a public audience. A dramatic piece entitled the

"
The Peasant

Queen
" filled the second part of the programme, and was carried

through without a hitch worth noticing. The parts tha* gave most
scope for dramatic talent were those of Madame Migmago and Bet-
tina

—
the latter especially;and it is quite within tbe mark to say

thattouches of realdram%tic talent were exhibitedby theperformers.
The following was the cast of the piece:Countess de Bslville, Miss
O'Sullivan;MaaameMigmago, Miss IS. Palmer;Madame Boncoeur,
Miss B.Twohill; Adele (hergrandaughter), Mis* Maggie McDonald;
Marguerite, Miss S. Connelly:Claudine, Miss Twohill;Jeannerton,
Miss Garvey ;Louison, Miss Payne;Maitine, Miss Lawless;Eie,
MisaWilliams; Bettina (MadameBoncaeur'sservant).Miss McDonald.
Tbe singing of "God save tbe Queen" appropriately brought aplea-
sant and successful entertainment to aharmonious close. There was
one thing which we observed with especial pleasure while the ht'le
drama wasbeing played

—
namely, the excellent enunciation evenof

foreign words and thepurity with which Englishjwas spoken. There
was no vocal slurring, aod the speakersalso showed that they had a
clear apprehensionot themeaniug of the words they used.
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