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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

CATHOLIC BCHuOLS.

e
(From the Taranaki Herald,)
Tue annoal entertsioment given by the pupils attending the convent
schools, New Plymouth, attracted a large number of visitors on
Wedneaiay, December 17, the larga clasy-room in the building being
ecrammed, The Bisters who undertake the work of instruction,
whether in the higher or lower branches and with children of all
clagses, possess in a marked degree the facully of well grounding
their scholars in the useful branches of knowledze, and at the same
time cultivating those m .re briluaot and useful talente which many
of cur New Z.aland girls are gifted with, Everything that is done
at the convent entertainment is distinguished by perfect tasts, and
by strict atiention to detarls. The great desideratnm in entertain-
meunts of this nature is that the musical performances should be souad
ag well as showy—an index, in fact, to what the pupils really know
in their hearts ; and that the “ dramatic pieces"—if we can apply
to them such a term—evince pno teedency to stapy effict, bat are
merely practical examples of the progress made by the young ladies
in their pronunciatios, gesture, accent, and deportment. The
industry of the pupila is also shown by the roomful of work diaplayed
to the vimtors. Pictures in oil and water colours, crayon drawing,
Poonab painting, and shading in 1ok, all of which are artiatic, and
whilst in them the diligence of the scholara ia shown, the painsteking
instruction by the Sisters is most marked n everythiog that is
exhibited, Not only are there ornamental articles, but useful and
serviceable work a8 well is everywhere to be seen, It might be
thought, perbaps, that the children s minds are diverted from their
other studies, but the Bisters never allow fancy work to be touched
cxcept 48 & pastime, and the examinations o. the pupils in their other
studiea ahow that the “ useful” is never neglected for the “orua-
mental,”

Tue work of tha pupils is very tastefully displayed in one of the
convent rooms, and wbich, on entering, looks like a bazaar, so full is
it of goods. Wu sbould like to mention every article we saw, and
give the names of all the makers, but we are afraid our space will
not permit us doing so, However, we will mention a few of the
things that struck us as being worthy of notice :—Miss Lizzie Steven-
son, of Rahotn, a boarder at the convent, makes the largest dwisplay,
sbe having more than fourteen pieces of work: A chair back aod
seat, banner screen, mantle drape, Poooah painting, wool work,
embroidery, and stitchwsg, a1l Lf which are really excellent, Miss May
Dingle comes next 1o number of articles exhibited, showing a binser
screen, cushions, black satin apron worked with colonred flowera in
silk as & border, a beautiful piece of macramé work as a mantle drape,
& crayon drawing, etc. Misa Clara Hammond bas a gipsy table, the
top being splash work, with a draping of satrn worked with flwers,
gome bead-work pincuskions, a macrame bracket drape, Paonah paint-
1og on velvet, etc. Miss Stella Cunoingham has a large beadwork
cu:hion, mantle drape, carpet slippers, etc. Miss Ada Coldwell has
several cushions (wool-work on canvas,and tlose-silk on satin) brackets
and muntles ; and her sisier, Misa Floss Coldwell, has star frames in
wool, ailk-waiked cushions, bracket drapes, etc, Mties Boatrice Milla’
work consisted of useful articles in wool-work, ascks, children’s petti-
coats, siippers, daisy mate, satin apron with forget-me-nota worked
aa a border, Misa Jeffries had a bandsome cushion, macramé bracket
drape, etc. Miss Mary Cowan showed some cruel work on velvet and
satin, muslin flowers, smoking caps, efe.  Miss Searle, a little girl of
ten years of age, showed great skill with her needle, both ia her tancy
and plain work. Miss GillI's work cupsisted of a neatly-finished
cushion aod embrowdery work and stitching, Miss Hihel Ryaun,
smoogst other things, showed a tea-come, crewel-work on velv-t, ate,
Miege Jusephine Moore had four besd pincushions, a crewel-work
bracket, also one made of wool, Mise Packer exbibited a very hand-
some mantle drape in arascc.e work, Miss Reynolds exmbited
several prettily-worked cushions, bannerets of blue silk, ete.  Miss
Rosalind Wood had a piece of sampler work, which 15 only partiy
finished, being the date of the birth aud death of her grandmotber,
the iate Mre. Inch. Al the pupils bad specimens of ** white-work ”
ta show, which consisted of ordipary needlework and embroidery on
linen, The neatne:s of the stitching was the admiration of all the
Jady visiture prereat. The drawingsand paiotings on Lhe walls show
a marked 1mprovement on last year's, We would like to mention
them all. but regret our limited space prevents us deing so.

The large class-roem was very prettily decorated for the enter-
tainment, of which 1he following 18 the programme : —

Duet (4 panos and orgap), " L'iialiana,” (Diabelii}, Misses
Rickerby, J Oldficld, Cunningham, K Oldficld, J Moore, Hammond,
Gill, acd Dipgle ; song, “ View from the Beacn ™ (Moure), the pupils;
recitaticp, ** Lochiel's Warning,” Miwkes E Oldficld and Uowan ; solo
(4 pianos, organ, and violin), * Orazione ” (Lhorne), Mismes Gill,
Hammord, Rickerby, Cenningham, (organ) Miss J Moore, (viulin)
Miss M Furlupg ; glee, * Gitana,” (Root), tue pupila; duet, (4 pianos
and organ), " Isle of the Sea " (Thomas) Misses Gnifiths, B Julian, G
Rickerby, F' Ju iap, Stevenson, Mills, R Duffio, and Uoldwell, (organ)
Miss Cowan : rieitation (comic), Miss Cowan; 6o o, (piano and
organ), “lrsh Diamonds, No, 6 " (Pape}, Migses Moore and J O.d-
field ; song, ¥ The Japanese Fan " (Cowley), junior pupils; silo {4
piancs and organ), ** Whispers from Erin " (Rockstro), Misses Cun-
vingham, Hammond, J Moure, and Rickerby, (orga.) Miss J Oldfield ;
Cantique Francas, ' Amour w Jreus” the pupi's (accompanied o
the vivlin and organ by Misges Furlong and Oluficid) ; duet (3 punos
and organ), * Little Leaves No, 15" (Leslie), Misses Ambndpe, F
Coldwell, Ethel Oldfiell, C Cock, G Rickerby. and Bearle, {organ)
Miss Cowan ; recitation, *“ Tha Arab's Farewell,” Misa Patterson’
solo (t panos and orgap), * Bilvery Waves ” (Wyman), Misges )
Moore, G 1!, Bickerby, Cunuingbam. (organ) Misa Diogie; duet and
chorus, * The Music of the Birda"” (Glover), the pupis; dust (4
pianos and organ), * The Morning Pearl ™ (Blake), Misses Hammond,
J Moore, Cunningham, Dingle, Western, Rickeiby, Gill, and Paul,
{organ) Miss J Oidfield; duct and chorus, “ The Wild Wawes,”
(Glover), the putils ; rolo (piano, organ, aod vivlin), ¥ Toe Bohemian
Uirl " (Balte), Misses J Movie, J Qldficld, awud M Furlupg ; dinlogue,

“Dame Durden's New Year's Viot,”
Moore, Cunningham, aod Dingla,
(Glaver), the pupils.

After the programme had been gone throngh, Mr. Smith, M.K.R,,
in thanking the ladies of the couvent, and the children for the
pleasant afternoon they bad apent, expregsed his plessure at seeing
the wotk extibited in the adjoining room, which had been done by
the children, He said be would make it his business to get the
Jubiles Exhibition Comumittee to write to the ladies of the convent
asking them to nllow the ariicles to be showan at the Taranski Jubilea
Exhibition in Mirch next. He said it was very evident that the
children were being very carefully trained, which reflected great
credit on the ladies of the Convent. The ptizes were then distribu-
by Mr, Bmith, who was aesisted by the Rev. Father McKenns and
the lady Buperior. The comp+ny then separated, all expressing them-
8¢lves as pleased with the entertsinment they had been present at.

_‘I‘he ancual entertainment and distribution of prizes in con-
uection with 8t. Patrick's Boys' Bzheol took place in the large class-
room in conneclion with the convent on Friday, and, as ngual, the
attendance was so large that it wag impossible to find sitting accomo-
dation for all, The walls of vha rovm had been vary prettily deco-
rated with wreaths and festoous of flowers, His Worahip the Mayor
(¥r.J. Beliringer) occupied the chair; on his ieft wae Mr, Bmith,
M.H.E., and to hiaright the Rev, Father McKenoa, The litttle boys,
none of wuom were over ten years of age, went through their piecea
with praiseworthy currac'mess, showing great inteiligence. The
dmunc} pronunciation aod emphasis with whick they delivered the
recitations were most creditable, and in some instaoces deserved stild
higher praise. Magter W. Hart's comic recitation, ** Vat you pleace,’’
was given with considerante humoar. ¥ The Man and the Monkey,"”
by Masters A, Hart and J. (¥Neill, o most amuzing and well-
delivered piece, which gansed much langhter, and 1n the scene between
* Hubert and the Prince,” both Masters O'Donnell and Ryan showed
considerable abili'y, Master M O"'Neill also delivered his recitation,
* Beroado and Alphonso,” extremely well. [he performances by
the young ladies showed tceir grest proficiency as pianiate.
The following progeamme was gone through ;—

Duaet (2 piaoos and organ), “ Tne Shepherd's Evening Boog '’
(Blake), Misses Hammood, Ghll, Baliivan, and Paol—(organ) Miss J,
Oldfisd ; song, " Ring the Bell, Watohman " (RBoot), the pupiis;
recitation, “ Vat Yon Please,” Master W. Hart; solo (2 pianos snd
organ), ‘' Moonlight on the Lake” (Mack), Misses Hammond and
Cowan ; (otgan), Miss Gill, Song, “ Toey Write me a Lotter from
Home " (Hayes), the pupils; scene betweea * Hobert and Arbar,”
Masters Q'Doanell and Ryan; song, * Life on the Ocean Wave "
(BR:ot), the pupils ; recitation, “ The Man and the Mookey,” Masters
A. Hart and J, O'Neill ; solo (2 piancs and organ),  Silver Trumpets
(Vivian1), Misses Rickerby and Cuoniogham ; organ, Misa J, Moore,
Daet, “ Toe Harp of Tara’s Hall” (Moare), Masters O’ Donaell and
Hart ; recitation, * Bernado and Alpuonso,” Master M, O’Neill ; song,
“God Save Ireland " (Roo'), the pupils; solo, * The Danube,” Miss
J. Moore ; drama, “ Let He Laugh who Wine,” Maswers O'Donnell,
MeLachlan, Moore’ O’'Reill, Hart, Callaghan, Fion, and King ; finale,
“ Celestial Home,” the pupils.

At the conclusion of the pertormance his Worship the Mayor ross
and gaid be could not remember the time when he had passed snch
& pleasant couple of hours as oo that afternoon. The boys had all
gone through theiwr parts, be might say, withont a ¢ hitch,” whilst the
younhg ladies witn their music had tended to make tha time pass in &
most agreeable maoner, Whoat he had seen and heard that afternoon
had raised nis estimation of the 1nstitution very high indeed, and con-
vinced bim that ihe pupls were bewng taught with care, which
reflected the greatest credit ou the ladies connected with the establish-
ment, He had always takken a great interest in the eduecation of
children, and the firat public position he held was on the School Com-
mittee of the town, BSince then he had devoted considerable time to
the anbject, aud therefore was i1 a position to pass an opinion on the
workiog of an institution like the one carried on by the ladies of the
convent, He cungratulated them on the success they had achieved,
and was pleased at everything he had scen, Turning to the boys, he
sad be hoped that they would not rest satisfied with what they bad
accomplished, but would go on and persevere wi h their studies, be-
cause on them would depend the future welfare of the colony, They
should make a determined effori to get to the top of the ladder, There
were already in the Parliament men who bad been born in New Zea-
land, and 1n the future the whole of the government of the colony
would be in the hands of those who were native born, It wag, there-
fore, very necepsary they should prepare themselves for thab position
by studying bard, so that1f any of them shon!d be called to take part
1a the government of the conntry they would be able to undertake the
duties entrusted to them, He hoped they would continue to pay
attention to their studies, to be diligent, and endeavonr to be a credit
to tbetr teachers and parents, and they then need have no fear bat
that they will be sure to succeed 1o thiaiife, He thanked the youth-
ful performers for entertainiog them that afternoon in such a pleasant
manner, and »gain complimented the ladies of the iustitution on the
proficiency of their pupils.

H's Worship the Mayor, assisted by Rev. Father McKenna and
the Lady Superior. then distributed the prizes to the boys.

The Bistors beg to return their sincere thanks 1o the following
peraons who bave kindly contributed towards procuring the prizes:—
fev Fa her McKenna, Dr O’Carroll, Mr and Mrs Scfforn, Mr Mac-
Donald, Mr Corkill, Mr J Hughes, Mr Parker, Metsrs Divgle and
Corke, Mr Walgh, Mr Walker, Mr and Mrs Q’Naill, My Fischer, Mrs
3 P King, Mr Hart, Mrs Fighleivh, Miss Murphy, Mrs Rafter, Mra
Francis, Mre Read, and Mra Claffey.

Mr Seffern haviog made his aanual distribution of sixpences
amongst tbe boys, the proceedings came to a close.

Misges Oowun, B Oldfield, J
Finale, ' The Holiday Duet "

(From the Thames Addrerfiser, December 10,)
Ao entertainment in cinnection with the Coovent Belect School
was given in the Oddfelluws’ Hall, Richmond street, last might,
Thery wan a large attendance, ¢ach purt of Lhe ball beiag ftled well



