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drawiog in turos, and the winning numbers were posted up in the
hall in 1he evening, aod it was worth something to see the antica and
the countenances of saime of the holders of the lucky numbers.

From beginning to end t!e whole affair passed off withont a hitch.

As the joint takings of baziar and art-union amounted to a sum
vary close on £900, 1t wil' be gesn that, financially spesking, they
proved 8 huge guceess, It must be encouraging t3 the assiduons and
evergetic nune to score su well, and it must be pleasiog and satisfac-
tory to all who assisted in any way to make the nnd-rtakiog a success
to know that their efforis have been go fruitfal, and let us hopa al}
will be in & happier and better mood to enjoy a merry Christmas and
& bappy New Year,

Gommercixl.

—_—————

The NEW ZEALAND LOAN AND MRERCANTILE AGENCY Co., LiMmi
TED, report for the week ended December 2th as fullows ;—

Fat Cattle.—~189 head were yarded a: the Burnside Saleyards
for thia week’s requirements, the greater pertion of which were good
ta prime quality, the balance comprising a number of aged cows,
three parts fat steers and heifers, This entry, although not ex-
cesaively heavy, was apparently in excess of requirements. Com-
petition all through the sales was exceedingly languid, resslting in
very unsatirfactory prices to vendors ; hesides a good many bad to
be passed in owing to the low prices ruling. Best bullocke bronght
£7 128 6d to £9, one or two pens extra heavy weights slightly over ;
medinm, £5 23 Gd to £6 128 6d ; light, £3 108 to £4 153; best cows,
£5 b6a to £6 58 ; light weights and wedinw qualfty, £2 7s 6d to £4
58, We rold vn account of Mr, William Kirkland (Elm Grove)
cows to £4 ; Mr, William Liodeay (Birch Grove), bullucks to £6 10s
and cows to £4 ; Mr. David Sutberland (Lochend), cows to £4 17s
6d ; Mr, Robt, Charters (Ury Park), bullocks form £6 to £6 123 64 ;
Mr, Thoe. Kirk (East Taleri), bullocks from £5 15s to £6 28 6d, and
cows 10 £4 11a,

Fat Bheep,—The entry to-day agzain was consid-rably under the
average, only 1283 being penned, all crossbred wethers and ewes,
quality ranging from medium to good, with a few pens prime.
Altbough there was 8 falr attendance of buyers, competition lacked
much of the spirit (which was not by any means keen) displayed at
Jast week’s auction, and prices in consequence must be gucted as
easier. Best crossbred wethes brouzht 123 6d to I3s, one pen to 13s
6d ; mcdiom, 98 6d to 12s; best do ewes, 103 64 to 133. medium, 8s
to 10s. We sold on accouunt of Mesars, Russ Bros, {Bushy Park),
and olber vendcrs, mixed crocsbred wethers and cwes to 103 ‘H,

Fat Lambs.—916 were penoed, most of which were good to
prime quality, Thie nsumber was considerably in excess of actua!
requirements, and aithough the whole were disposed of, pricas were
lower than thcee ruling last week by lato 1s 64 per head. Beat
brought 73 Gd to 93 tid, a few picked, 10s 61 medium to good, 55 to
783l Wasold on accrunt of Mesirs, Rsas Bros. ( Bushy Park), 66
at 93 3d to s 0d; Mre. T. H. Bussell (Milburn), 54 at <a; Mr.
Gecffrey Foeter { Park Farm), 46 at 83,

Pige.—87 were prnned a ¢ nsiderable number of which were
suckers with a few porkers and baconers, The entry being awall, a
very eatisfactory deman< was experienced for all offered.  Ruckers
brought 13 to 153; porkers 223 to 201 ; bacon=ra 33s to 3931 : & few
extra beavy to 46s each,

Store Cattie,—There ig very little animationin the market, only
an cdd ot occasionally changing hands. Graziers are seemingly -
different about porchasing escept when suitable lots are offcring
an i then only toaatisfy presenr mquirements, Any littdle inquiry made
i for three to four year old bulloeks i forward condition, for which
£3 153 to £5 59 mizht be obtained, perbaps a little more 1f well bred
and quiet.

~tora Bheep.—A few lots of aged sheep, principally marino with
& few crossbred wetheis and ewes, are being placed, but this demand
i3 mostly fir younger sheep, two, four to s1x tooth in both classes
crossbreds 25 well as merinos. In the meantime. bowever, there are
not very many offering of these ages, doubtless the 1.te rainsg ex-
perienced will havea beneficial effect on pastures and tend to a farther
1ncrease of busincss,

Wuol.—Bince last writing nothiog new has transpired eff-cting
the market for this staple, t or do we expeat to hear anything defini e
with regard to the pusition at Home till after the opening of the
firat series sales it London, which takee place about thaen | of January.
Pendiog 1he 8 cond series of local sales to be hell on Thursday and
Friday of next weck, there will b: nothing downg in this Iine of aoy
conecquence. The weather has been sumewh.t fitful latelv, con-
sequently wool has not been comirng forward very freely ; neverthe-
less fair representative catalogues will be submitt:d, and with a con-
siderable 1nerease 1n the number of buyers 1t is devoutl, to be
hoped a 1ally 1n prier8 will bz displayed and a more contilent tcns
prevail,

Bheepsking,—A very fair attendance of buvers was present at
our weekly auc ion on Tuesday when there was very good competition
for all lo a br .ceht furward, espec ally for lambekine and preen cross-
bred p=lts,1in wh.c' a suight advance was earab ishel, while medium
and full w oliet thins were shightly easier.  This was due ood b to
Lhe nneertainty of the mairker at Home for warhed 2nd senured wools
Counlry dry vros-breds 1iferior to medium brought, Ia 41 to 3a; do
do miring, 15 51 tu 3y 1d : fullwoolled crossbreds, 3a 94 t 52 0d de do
merioo, 33 6d 1y 53315 dry pelts 44 to L3 ld @ green do, 1s 4d, 1s 308,
1a 24, 1ai4, 1s; preen lamb-kins, 1s 63, 143d 1541 1831, La 2d.

Ral bitekins, —The supply being now hmited. there in but Little
business passing in those ; at thesame time all offzred dos't fail to
meet buyers, who compete spiritediy up to prices equal to late quota-
tions.

Hides,—A steady demand continues to exist, but the market ie
unchanged eo far as prices are concerned which are rather high for
shippers to operate. We quote for good to best salted, 24d to 27d;
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extra heavy, 3d ; medium, 2d to 213 ; light, 1:d to 134 ; inferior and
slippy 1d to 111 per b,

Tallow aud Fat.—We have no improvement to note in values.
Th: demand howevar continnes active, ch'efly for local consumption,
We quote for prime rendered mntton, 194 to 203 ; mediom to good,
16a to 189 ; inferior and mixed, 12081 to 150 61, Hough fat is readily
saleable, and when free from rubbish realis=s prices relatively higher
tbhan those paid for rendered, viz, for best, 133 to l4s; inferior to
medinm and ood, 103 to 124 39 per cwt.

Grain—Wheat: Tte holidays are somewhat ictarfering with
business this we«k. Millere being fairly well snpplied with flour, sra
content to work off the balance of the wheat stock, merely purchasing
oceasionally when particular lines run out. There are no stocks of any
consequence in agents’ hanls, hnlders have therefore suma confidence
in the future of the market, 1I'/wla wheat i scarce and maoves off
readily whenever there is any to offer and at prices relatively higher
than those paid for good milling, we quote best [uscan, 3+91 t0 34104 ;
medium to good, 3:5d to 3874 ; best red wheat, 38 51 to 3164 ;
mediam, 33 {1 to 33 54 ; broken and inferior, 23 6d to 3s 3d ex atore,
Outs: These continne to bave a ste.dy demand and all offeriag
ensily placed, but pricea except on on= or two occasions have not been
improved upon since quoting last week, and quite possible they may
not go higher for the present at any rate, the demand being fairly
speculative ; at the same, unless lieavy consicoments are rushed on
the market from the country. Present rates are likely to remain firm
which we r.0te as follows for prime milling, bright and stout, 1a 54d
to 18 5id : best bright short feed, 1s 5 to 18 J4d ; medinm, 13 4d to
1s 4/d; inferior and muosaty, 1 to 18 3d ; good Danish, 1a 4d to 19 44d
ex atore, sacks extra, Barley There is very little of thbis cereal now
in first baode, in consequence the business passing is of bat little
umportance, any offering however is reedily placed, There is no
prime malting on band, medium fetches 23 3d to 23 4d; feed and
milling, 13 9d to 2s 1d ex store,

Grass Beed .—Ryegrass seed is only dealt in to a very moderate
extent, but the stock being low, late quotations are being upheld for
th- small lots disposed of, We quote beat machine dressed, 43 9dto 5d ;
farmera beat dressed, 33 6d to 48 ; medium, 23 94 to 3s 3d ex store.
;J‘ockefoot seed is ooly saleable in retail parcels at from 4d to 434 per
b.

Potatoes,—Old Derwents ara now out of the market, but the
supply of new kidney is rather in excess of the demand, and the
result a slow market, Newly dug fresh potatoes are worth £6 10s
to £7 ; imported, £5 103 to £6 per ton.

Chaft.—The abundunca of new grass, also the holidays tend to
diminisk the consumption. and altbough the supply has not been
heavy lately, prices don't seem to advance, but coatiaue stationary,
viz., for ecreened and well-cut oaten sheaf, 423 6d to 453 ; medium,
37a 6 to 404 ¢ inferier, 233 to 358 per ton.

Dairy Produce —Prime salt butter in boxes has but » slow sale,
at from 6d to 7d; extra prime, perhaps 84 per lb, Factory made
cheese ig saleable in small parcels at 4d to 414 for medinm, and 44d
per 1b for loaf,

Flax.—Suaperior soft, bright parcels, also good to medium, if
well dressed have a steady demand at vur late quotitions, eay for the
former £19 58to £20 58, and fHr the Iatter, £16 10s to £18 10s,
while common and strong i difficult to place at satisiactory prices,

MESsRS. DONALD BTRONACH AND BSON report for the week ending
December 24, as follows :—

Fat Cattle.—The eale this weck was beld on Monday, Wedneaday
being 100 ¢lose on Christmas sh.w day to enable the butchera to get
thetr arrangements eompleted ; and, a8 usually happens when the
day of 311« 18 altered, it waa an snusually dull oce toroughout. The
snpply forward was a small oce, only 7 head being yarded, of which
about balf were prime qualhvy and heavy weights, the rest mediom
to ioferior. Bidding was extremely slack, and prices ruled much
eifler than last week, several of the larger bujera hauving suppliad
themeelves ourmde tie yards, and a good many be'd supplies since
iast werk —Best bullocks sold at £8 to £9 73 6], mediom £6 53
to £7 10s, 1nferior £4 58 to £3 7s ti1, cows and heifers £3 39to £7,

Fat Sheep.—The small supply of 800 came to the saic to-day, all
of them being crossbreds, and two-thirds of the whole were ewes, the
balance wethers; amoung tne latter were a few pens of extra prime
sheep, the balapca good useful mution sod medium weighta, The
ewes ranzed from extra heavy Leicesters to medium helfbreds, Not-
withstanding the small supply the sale throughout was an exceed-
ingly dull one, and vrices were rather in favour of buyers. Best
crosghre 1l wethers 83d at 133 6d to 16s; mediawm, ils to 123 64 ;
b st crosshred ewes, 116 91 to 134 31 ; ordinary, 93 t0 10394, We
aald ewes on mceount of Mr. H. T, Biair (Brighton), and crossbred
ewes on account of Mr, D, Mitchell at quotations.

Fat Lambs.— 920 were peoned for to-day's sale. Beveral pens
were prime, the rest ranging from medium to inferior, Competition
wad Dot 80 brigk as at Jast sale, although there were buyers in the
marhet for the best freczingy lines, and prices ruled fully 1s easser all
round. DBest pens sold at 11s to 123 6d; medium 83 6d to 103 3d ;
inferior, 63 94 to 63 6.1,

Fige.—To-1ay's market was supplied with suck.rs, slips, and
porkers, 6% 1a all, which aold under brisk competition, Pricea for
the former were ahou' the same as iagt week., but perkers s 1d much
retter, Buckers s 14 at 59 6it to 1333 elips, 14s 6d to 193; porkers,
24310 dls,

S-ore Cattle.—There are very lew ioquiriee. and n» businees
passing.

btore Sheep.— There is a brisk demand and nnmeross inguiries
for young crossbreds of both eexes, also for ewes and lambs, butin
view of the scarcity of grass nortawaid, buyers are holding off 1n
the hope that shouw'd the dry weatber continue for any length of
tum:, ownets may be forced te a-1l, and that prices may coma lower.
In the Soutn grass is very plentiful, but the broken weather has
bindered sheariug, and, therefore, thure are very few io the market

from thut quarter,



