
Pige.— 87 were panned a c nsiderable number of which were
suckers witha few porkers and baconers. The entry being small, a
verysatisfactory deman-i wasexperienced for all offered, tuckers
brought [)% to 15s;porkers 22s to 29s ; baconers 33s to Mi:a few
extra heavy to 469 each.

Store Cattle.
—

There is very little animation in the market, only
an rdd lot occasionally changing hands. Graziers are seemingly in-
different about purchasing except when suitable lots are offrring
anithenonly tosatisfy present nquirements. Any little inquiry made
is for three to four yearold bullocks in forward condition, for which
£3 15* to £5 5s muht be obtained, perbap9a little more if well bred
and quiet.

i^tore Sheep.— A few lota of aged sheep, principally merino with
a few crossbred wetheis and ewes, are being placed, but this demand
is mo9tly fir younger sheep, two, four to bix tooth in both classes
crossbreds ss well as merinos. In the meantime, however, there are
not very many offering of these ages, doubtless the lite rainsex-
periencedwill haveabeneficial tffect on pastures and tend toa farther
increase cf business.

Wool.— Since last writing nothing new has transpired effecting
the market for this staple,ior do we expectto hear anything detini c
with regard to the position at Home till after the opening of the
first series sales ivLondon, which takesplaceabout theenIof January.
Pending the Stcond senes of local sales to be hel 1 on Thutsday and
Friday of next week, there will b; nothing doing in this line of any
consequence. The weather his been sumawhit fitful lately, con-
sequently wool has not been coming forward very freely ;npverthe-
less fair representative catalogues will be tubmittdd, and with a con-
siderable increase in tbe numbpr of buyers it is devoutly to be
hoped a ially inpric a will be displayed and a more cocfilent ten-)
prevail.

Sheepskins.— A very fair attendance of buyers was present at
our weeklyauc ion on Tuesday whenthere was verygood competition
forall lo s br lugbtforward, especially for lambskins and greencross-
bred p->ltn, inwh.c'i a slight advance w is estabUhel, while medium
and full w oiled fkins were slightly easier. This was due nod >vbr to
the uncertainty nf themarket at Home for washed scoured wools
Country dry cr js^brvdc1 ifcrior to medium brought, la 4 1 to 39;do
do mt nno,Is 51 to 3* Id;fullwoollrd crosabreds, 3s 9d t<> 5-> ltd dodo
rnerioo, 3s Gd t )5s 3 1;dry p 'Its 4h to IsId ;green d:>. Is 4d, Is 31,
la 21. la M, Is ; green lambskins, Is Gi, liod 1-* 41 la 31. Is:M.

Hides.— A steady demand continues to exist, but the market is
unchanged co far as prices are concerned which are rather high for
shippers to operate. We quote for good to best salted, 2|d to 2]d;

Ral bitbkin-1.—
The supply beingn>w limited, there is but little

business passing in those;at the same time all offered don't fail to
meet bujers, who compete spiritedly up to prices equal to late quota-
tions.

Friday, January 2, lt>Si NEW ZEALAND TABLET
drawing in turns, and tbe winning numbers were postedup in the
hall in theevenimr, andit was worth something to Bee the antica and
the countenancesof sjmeof tbeholders of the luckynumbers.

From beginningto end t»e wholeaffair passedoff without ahitch.
As tbe joint takings of baziar and art-union amounted to a sum

very close on £900, it wiII11I 1 be seen that, financially speaking, they
proved a huge success Itmust be encouraging t jthe assiduous and
energetic nuns to scoreso well, anditmustbe pleasing and satisfac-
tory to all who assisted inany way tomake th»» undertakinga success
toknow that their efforts have been bo fruitful, and letus hope all
will be in ahappier and better mood to enjoy amerry Cbristma3and
ahappy New Year.

Commercial.

extraheavy, 3d ;medium,2d to2^l;light,IJd tolijd ;inferior and
slippy Id toIJI per lb.

Tallow and Fat.— We have no improvement to note in values.
Tin demand however continues active,chefly for local consumption,
We quote for prime rendered mutton, 19< to 203;medium to good,
lfa to18* ;inferior «nd mixed,12s 6i to15«61. Kongh fat is readily
saleable,and when free from rubbish realises orices relatively higher
than those paid for rendered, viz, for best, 13s to 14s;inferior to
medinm and good,10s to12j 91perewt.

Grain— Wheat :Tbe holidays are somewhat interfering with
business this weuk. Millers being fairly well supplied with flour,are
content to work off the balance ofthe wheat stock,merely purchasing
occasionally whenparticularlines run out. Thereareno stocks ofany
consequence in agents'hauis,holders have therefore som« confidence
in tbefuture of themarket. F>wls wheat is scarce and moves off
readily whenever there is any tooffar and atprices relatively higher
thanthosepaid for goodmilling,wequote best Tuscan, 3-» 9J to3slOd;
medium to good, 3< 5d to 3s 7d;best red wheat, 3s 51 to 3s 6d;
medium,3s 4ito3s 5d;brokenand inferior, 2s 6d to3s 3d ex store.
Oits:These continue to have a steady demand and all offering
easily placed,butpricesexcept onon<) or twooccasions havenot been
improveduponsince quoting last week, andquite possible they may
not go higher for the present at any rate, the demand being fairly
speculative ; at the same,unless heavy consignmentsare rushed on
themarket from the ronntry. Present ratesare likely toremain firm
which we qaote as follows for primemilling,bright and*tout, la s£d
to Is 5,!d:best bright short l'eed, la fxl to Is .'Ud ;medium, Is 4dto
Is4 jd;inferior andmusty, Is toIs3d;good Danish, Is4d toIs 4+d
ex store, sacks extra. Barley There is rerylittle of this cereal now
in first band?, in consequence the business passing is of bnt little
importance, any offering however is readily placed, There in no
primemaltingon hand, medium fetches 2s 3d to 2s 4d; feed and
milling, Is 9d to 2s Idex store.

Grass Seed.
—

Byegrass seed is only dealt in to a very moderate
extent,but the stock being low, late quotations are beingupheld for
thjsmall lots disposedof. We quote beatmachine Pressed, 4s 9dto5i;
farmers best dressed, 3s 6d to4s ;medium, 2a 9i to 3a 3d exstore.
Cockefootseed is only saleable inretail parcelsat from 4d to4Ji per
lb.

Potatoes.
—

Old Derwents are now out of the market, but the
supply of new kidney is rather in excess of the demand, and the
result a slow market. Newly dug fresh potatoes are worth £6 10s
to £7 ;imported, £5 103 to £6 per ton.

Chaff.
—

The abundinca of new grass, also theholidays tend to
diminish the consumption, and although the supply has not been
heavy lately, prices don't seem to advanc, but contiaue stationary,
viz,, for screened and well-cut oaten sheaf, 42s Gd to459;medium,
37s Oil to 40s :inferior, 2">s to 35s per ton.

Dairy Produce
—

Prime salt butter inboxes has but h slow sale,
at from Gd to 7d;extia prime,perhaps 8J per lb. Factory made
cheese is saleable insmall parcels at 4d to 4}i for medium, and 4^d
per IH for loaf.

Flax.
—

Superior soft, bright parcels,also good to medium, if
well dressed havea steady demand at our late quotations,say for the
former £19 os to £20 ss, and i)rthe latter, £16 10a to £18 10s,
while common and strong is difficult to place at satisfactory prices.

Messrs. DonaldStbonach and Son report for the week ending
December 24,as follows :—:

—
Fat Cattle.— Tha sale this wetk was heldon Monday, Wednesday

being too close on Chris'mas sh >w day to enable the butchers to get
their arrangements completed ;and, as usually happens when tbe
day of a »le is altered, it was an unusually dull one toroughoat. The
supply forward waß a small one,only G7 headbeing yarded,of which
about half were prime quality and heavy weights, the rest medium
to inferior. Bidding was extremely slack, and prices ruled much
eieier than last week, several of the larger bujers havingsupplied
themselves ou'side tteyards, and a good many bedsuppliessince
last week — Beat bullocks sold at £8 to £9 7s Gl, medium £6 5s
to £7 10s, inferior £4 5s to £5 7s 61,cows and heifers £3 5s to £7.

Fat Sheep.— The small supply of 800 came to the sale to-day,all
of them being crossbreds, and two-thirds of the whole were ewes,the
balance wethers; among the latter were a few pens of extraprime
sheep, the balanca good useful mutton andmedium weights. The
ewes ranged from extra heavy Leicesters to medium halfbreds. Not-
withstanding the small supply the sale throughout was an exceed-
ingly dull one, and unces were rather in favour of buyers. Best
crosßbre 1 wethers sild at 13s tid to 16s; medium, lls to 12s 6d ;
b'Bt crossbred ewes, lls 91 to 13< 3J;ordinary, 9s ti 10s 9d. We
sold evns on account of Mr. H. T. Blair (Brighton), and crossbred
ewes on account of Mr. D. Mitchell at quotations.

Fat Lamb9.— 92o were penned for to-day's sale. Several pens
wereprime, tbe rest ranging from medium to inferior. Competition
waß not so brisk as at last sale, although there were bujera in the
market for the best fre<zin^ lines, and prices ruled fully Iseasier all
round. Best ppm sold at lls to 12s 6d;medium 8s Gd to10s 3d;
inferior, 5s 9d to Gs Gd.

PiijH.
—

To-Jay's maiket was oupplieil with suck,rs, slips, and
porkers,68 inall. which sold under brisk competi'ion. Prices for
the former were abou1the same us last week,but pcrkerss Idmuch
retter. Suckers sldat 5s t>d to 13s ;slips, 14s 6d to 19s ;porkers,
22i to 31p.

S'cre Cattle.— There are very tew inquiries, and n> business
passing.

btoie Sheep.— There is abrisk demand and numerous inquiries
for young crossbre.is of bolh texts, also for ewes and lambs, but in,
view of the scarcity of grass n^rthwaid, buyers areholding off in
the hope that shou'd the dry weathtr continue for any length of
tim>, owners may be forced to s-11, and that prices may come lower.
In the Soutn grass is very plentiful, but the broken weather has
hindered shearing, and, therefore, llure are very few io the market
from taut quarter.

The New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co., Limi
TED, report for the week ended December 29ihas follows :—:

—
Fat Cattle.— lß9 head were yarded at the Burnside Saleyards

for this week's requirements,the greater portionof which were good
to prime quality, the balance comprising a number of aged cows,
three parts fat steers and heifers. This entry,although not ex-
reßfiivply heavy, was apparently in excessof requirements. Com-
petition all through the sales was exceedingly languid, resulting in
very unsatisfactory prices to vendors;besides a good many had to
be passed inowing to the low prices ruling. Best bullocks brought
£7 12s 6d to £9, one or two pens extraheavy weights slightly over ;
medium, £5 2s Gd to £G 12s 6d;light, £3 10s to £4 15s;bestcows,
£5 5s to £G os;light weights and medium qualfty, £2 7s 6d to £4ss. We cold oa account of Mr. William Kirkland (Elm Grove)
cows to £4 ;Mr.William Lindsay (Birch Grove), bullocks to £8 10s
andcows to £4 ;Mr. David Sutherland (Locbend), cowb to £4 17s
6d;Mr. Robt.Charters (Ury Park), bullocks form £6 to £6 12s 6d;
Mr.Thos. Kirk (East Taieri), bullocks from £5 15s to £6 2a 6i, and
cows to £4 11s.

Fat Sheep.— The entry to-day again wasconsiderably under the
average,only 1283 being penned, all crossbred wethers and ewes,
quality ranging from medium to good, with a few pens prime.
Although there was a fair attendance of buyers, competition lacked
much of 'he spirit (which was not by any means keen)displayed at,

last week's auction, and prices in consequence mnst be quoted as
easier. Best crossbred wetheis brought 12s Gd to I3s,onepen to 13s
6d ;medium, 9a 6d to12s ;best do ewes, 10s Gd to 13s. medium. 8s
to 10s. We sold on account of Messrs. Ross Bro3. (Bu«hy Park),
and other vendors, mixed crossbred wethers andewes to 10s !M.

Fat Lambs.— 916 were penned, most of which were good to
prime quality. This number was considerably in excess of actual
requirements,and although the whole were disposedof, prices were
lower than these ruling last wrek by Is to Is 6d per bead. Best
brought 7s (id lo 9s GJ, a few picked. 10s f>1 : medium togood, .">s to
78.3d We sold on accmntof Nfesira. Ro-w Bros. (Bu«hy Park), 66
at 9s 3d to 9s Dd ;Mr. T. H. Bussell (Milburn;, 54 at *s;Mr.
Geoffrey Foster (P,.rk Farm),4»> at Bs.

13


