Goy
!/c/,/

g A X,

DuwZestand Gl

NINETEENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

Vor. XIX.—No. 14. DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 1841. Price 6D,
- . grinders, compositors, printers, workers in  bronze, metal
Ql} 11 r r ﬁ n t @ u E I[ 5 engravers, makers of wooden and bhrass musical inslroments

AT FIOME AND ABR(OIAD,
-

HRBE are & few more of these wonderful figures,

MORE OF THOSE which, as Iately given by Bishop Moran, astonished
WONDERFUL gome of our kind secularist friends, who in their
FIGURER, comments, however, did not remark that the chief
wonder connected with the matter was its complete

truth. We quote from an edilorial keaded ' Catholics and Teokni-
cal Education,” and published in the Dublin Review for October (—
“Of sixty-seven apprentice mechasicians,” says the writer, * who
passed in 1888 for the fchool of Brest, at the five French naval ports,
sixteen were the pupils of the Brothera (of the Christian Schools),
and not only were the three highest places gained by their schools at
Capestan, Brest, and Quimper, but with the exception of the fourth.
taken by a student of the High Scheol at Mircpoix, all the high
numbers up to fourteen were carried off by their schools.” May we
not echo the Rishop's query 7 Dacs thig prove that denominational
education ban been a failure? 1f the opposing voice were an honest
and manly one, ita answer wonld be, It proves the direct contrary,
Wonderful figares, indeed, borne out by facts quite a8 wonderful, and

both figures and facts, as we have satd, wonderfal because of their
compiete {rath,

THERF. i3, however, a good dea! more than the
paragraph given ahove which is worth quotirg in
this article in the Dullin Reviewr to which we
allude, and, as oonder more agpects thao one educa-
tlon ie a eubject of parlicular prominence at the present season, we
ehall make no apology for eetting the passages in question before our
readers.  Indeed, it is very necegsary, under the circumstarces of
the timeg, that Catholics shonld be folly informed on this sabject of
edncation so that they may not only themselves be eettled and firm
in their convictione, but that they may be in a position to answer,
each for bimself, tha arguments advanced with euch groundless
assurance and euch obstioate reiteration against the Catholic stand-
ing-point. The writer then traces from early times the connection
beiween Catholic inetitutions and technical education. To the mooks
of Come, be attributes the place of the first mapter-butlders of
medizval Europe, * From architecture, developed by religion,” he
says, " aprang &l the other ar's as its handmaids and soxiliaries.”
4e a0 {llustration of the pert fulfilled by the great abbess, he quotes
a passage froma work enutled L' Eqlise ctia Jeunesse Curriere, lately
published by the Abb¢ Beeretsin, * That of 81, Gull, dating from 810,
Imey serve as an exsmple. We find there workshops for shoemakers,
harnea:-makers, armourers, shie'dmakers, turners, eurriers, goldsmitha,
locksmitbs, fullere ; beside Lhese b schonle wilh their dormitories,
end further off, nearer to the stables and outhouses, quarters for the
grooms acd rhepherds, the swineherds, coopers, neat-herde, etc,
Nothing conld come up to the solicitude of the Cistercians for the
labouting classes, and it is in the abbeys of this order thut the most
perfect organisation of wanna! labcur is fourd., In a word, almosc
all the generations of workingmen at Lhig epoch were moulded by
the religious of Citesux. The trade corporalions came forth from
the monastic professicoal schoals,” The 8pirit of the Cisterciang, as
the writer shows, was revived in the founder of the schools of the
Christian Brotbers, the Blessed de Ia Balle, who, he tells us, divined
in techinie4l education the want of the eonding uge, * The fund:-
wental axiom that‘ the unity of cience governs the moltiplicity of its
appiications,’ was enunciated by him as the basis of the teaching in
h a central school of arts and manufactvres, This maxim, then new,
bat now of universal acceplance, means that metallurgy, CArvIDg or
wouldicg wood, stone, or iron, and the urtistic handicrafts generally
have s ground-work (f elementary knowledge common to all,” Tg
give practical effect 1o this principle schocls wers opened, that s
Bain!-Yon especially in the laet century proving most success.
ful. The chiet technical school of the Brothers is now tbat of the
BRue Vauogirard, in Paris. *“Ita 1200 pupils bave open to them
fitteen different trades, and may hecome book-binders, lens-
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joiners, saddlers, trunk-makers. wood-carvers, wood-engravers, mathe.
matical inetrument-makers, map-engravers, or mochanicians, The
admirable truining bestowed on them enables them to earn good wages
immediately on leaving the institution, scldom less thao from four to
five francs & day, even when the general standard is low, and often
a8 much 88 from six to seven. The artistic bandicrafts are atill more
highly paid. and we read of engravers receiving fifteen fraces a day
witbiu two mouths of the completion of their courss, and of wood-
engravers whose wages rise as high as twenty-sight francs, The work
produced by the echool has a high reputarion, and a carved maotle-
piece exbibited in Loudon was velued at 4000 fraucs, while a book-
case from the Rue Vaogirard wss the admiration of visitors to the
Parisfan Palace of Industry in 1889,"—O0f the success of the Brothers'
pupils as tested by competition we have given an exampis above,
« These resulte,” says the writer,  are achieved not only by the un-
wearied personal zeal and devotion of the members of the Order, but
by traditional metbodas of teaching, handed down by ita lonngiern and
scropulonaty adbered to. They have many establishmentsin the United
Kingdom, snd the one at Artane, near Dublin, isnot less admirable than
that of Bue Vaugirard, thongh intended for a lower class of pupils,”
Tbe writer gives the monka of La Trappe as ansther order who hava
attaindd particular dist.nction in industrial tralning : —" In Algeris,
ou the edge of tbe Bahara, they bave introdoced flower-farming and
the manufacture of perfumes. Io the neighbourhood of Rome they
bave undertsken the reclamation of the Campagna, and by the intro-
duction of the Australian euculyptus have rendered portions of ite
fever-stricken tract habitable end productive. Among the Natal
Kaffirs they have eatablished a great industrial eolooy at Marisnohill,
whete, on their arrival in 1882, therc was neither house nor home-
stead, and their wapgon was their ocly shelter, This establishment
and its dependencies bave now 70,000 acres under cultivationin Natal
aud Griqualand, whije sixteen miles of road, ten stone bridges, and
a magnificent aystem of waterworks, comprising five tanks and 7000
feet of pipes are amoug the other tropbies of their industry., Their
various undertakinga . . . include a great bakery, sepplying 609
people oo the spot besides the bread sold, a printing-office,
in which papera are published in four languages, a photo-
graphic stodio, forges, mills, and workshops for carpentry
and waggon.-making. Paper manufaciured from native grasses,
and bee cuiture, for whbich ftaliun queens bave been introe
duced to improve the African variety, are among their other
specialtica,” The writer gives one or two other exumples of mine
sipnary enterpriss of A somewhat mmilar kind, We have, however,
quoted encugh fur the present to prove once more that succese, not
failure, atterds upon Catholic education in all its branches. Bat no
doubt we should in vein chailenge the reprodaoction of thess par-
ticulara by thoae jourcalists and other gecular pundits who have pre-
sumed to dencunce Catholic educaiion as a failare,

THE Spectator of November 1st gives us an insight

AN into the epirit of the age that we confess is scmes
ERBATIC AGE. what stertling. “Allen’s Jadisn Mail,’ says the
Spectator,  a little paper which duriog two gecera-

tic ns bas endeavoured to record all matters of ioterert to English-
men connected in any way with Aria, published on Tueadsy, 28th
October, the following extrsordinary paragraph : ¢ A native gentle.
man at Hyderabad bas received a le ter from Mra Cates, the Ircal
gecretary of the Liverpoul Moslem Suciety, in which tbe lady stateq
that there ure now in that city noless than twenty-five gestlemen
and five ladies who have embraced lslam. Mrs Cuies asks for sup.
purt to carry on the wurk of coenverting the Eopglish nation to
¥Manhommedanism ; and the lea'ling moulvies in the city, in response
to her appenl, bave opened & sabscripion list for that object. The
President of the Boclety 18 Mr W, M. Quill am, B A., a solicitor of
Liverpool, who has published a pampblet entitied ¢ The Faith of
lslam.” "—The Spectator assumis that :he ptatement quoted by him
will Dot be ensily credited, IHe, however, expresses his belief that
it is true, snd declsres that he bimself has po difficuity in accepting
it, He says, in fact, that a quarter of a centory age ho foretold



