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not able, to assist them from public funds. But when the
Government goes beyond this, and compels people, who,
being alive to their obligations as to the edi.cation of their
children, provide sufficient education for them at their own
expense, to provide funds to give a free education to the
children of well-to-do people, it becomes a tyrant—unjuat
and impolitic. A natural, s religious, and a sacis] ebligation
rests on all parents to educate their children, and to provide
the means necessary to do so; and when the State steps in
and liberates parents from these obligations, and compels all
to contribute equally for this purpose, it is guilty of unfairness
and injustice to all the other members of the community.
But this unfairness and injustice become enormously aggra-
vated when Government, as in the case of Catholies, compels
parents who provide education for their own children at their
oWn expense to contribute large sums of money to give free
education to the children of other people, who, in most
instances, are much better off ; more independent than they are
themselves, And what is the consequence of this to the
community at large? It is obvious that in pursuing such a
policy the Government is adding to injustice and foul play—
an attempt to do the impossible. No Government, not
even the richest in the world, could from its consolidated
revenue provide means to give a free education to all the
children of & nation. An attempt to do this must inevitably
end in nationsl bankrupty. What Government can do, and
ought te do, is to cowpel well-to-do people to pay s fair
amount of school rates, and then out of the eonsolidated
revenue, in consideration of those who can pay no rates, to vote
annually a sum out of the gemeral revenue in aid of the
rates. Were this done, and the rates of ind.viduals given to
the schools to which they send their children, and also a pro
rate share of the subsidy of the general Government, Justice
would be done to all ; there wonld be no complaints, and the
Government would secure a state of things at once wise and
politic. By such an arrangement as this a considerable saving
would be made and a large amount secured to aid in settle
ment and the developement of all the resources of the
country. There iz also another way in which a considerable
saving could be affected.  There are too many administrators
of school funds, and, consequently, too much expense arising
from this multiplicity of administrators, There is no
necessity for so many School Boards and committees, Behool
Boards might be abolished, or if allowed to exiat,
the committees might be abolished, A Minister of Edu-
cation and echool committees conld easily do all that
requires o be done in the way of administration, or it might
be a Minister and a very few School Boards. Then in towns
and suburbs, one committee could easily do all the work that
is pow done by four or five, or, perhaps, six committees.
Locking at the entire machinery, a dispassionate observer
would be forced to the conclusion that our present system of
educatton js simply ludierous: an army of men adminis-
trating funds which they do not provide; an army of men
seriously engaged in doing work whick could be better and
more wisely done by half-a-dozen men of common sense, and
done st the one-hundreth part of the present expense, We
have no doubt that until cur edueation system is put upon a
just, equitable, and rational basis there will be no prosperity
in the country, no general settlement of the laad, no stop to
emigration, and no lasting peace smong classes. Until this is
done the Government cannot expect to have the mounetary
means of promoting public works or the development of the
abounding resources of the country, Until this is done
nothing can be expected but stagnation, dissatisfaction, and
the diminution of the population of the country ; nothing
but instability in the executive of the country, and perpetual
and abortive appeals to the constituencies,
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UxnEer the circumstances, the result of this election must be
gratifying to all patriotic sober-minded Irishmen, They will
no doubt regret that a necessity for opposing Mr. Parnell
has arisen.  Reluctantly and sorrowfally we Liave been forced
to the conclusion that it could not be otherwise, all things
cbnsidered. It is another illustration of the truth of the
teaching which impresses on men the obligation and wisdom
of carefully avoiding dangerous occasions. Our recollection
of the many and great services rendered to the cause of Home
Rule by Mr. Pernell, and our gratitude for these invaluable
pervices, check the expressien of our indiguation at what 1s

not only criminal and dishonourable, but 1lind and fatuous,
in one holding the position hedid in the esteem and affection
of his countrymen, and, indeed, of many besides, Our pen
refuses to place on record strong words and expressions in
the presence of a great man fallen and discredited. We
prefer to fix our mind on what he was and what he has
done for Ireland, and the recollection of this will not fail
to cause us to pause and think the best we can of one
for whose misfortume we entertain the deepest sympathy,
though we cannot refrain from passing on his recent course
the severest censure possible. As to the main cause of all his
Jate misfortune we prefer to say nothing. The subject is one
that it is little less 1han an outrage to even name amongst
Christians ; but we do not hesitate to speak of his policy in en-
deavouring to retain a leadership which, it onght to be manifest
to him, the Irish people, being what they sre, could not pos-
sibly tolerate. How a man so clear-sighted in many things,
and gifted with such a high intellect as Mr. Paryzvry, could
persuade himself that, after the O’Snga case, he could hops
to lead the Irish nation aud people all the world over, is to os
a mystery, We had thought that even a little acquaintance
with Irish views and practice would have made it evident that
no man in Mr, ParNELL'S present position would be tolerated
by that people. And theonly explanation we can offer is that
afforded by the sad example of SoLomon. We regret, though
we are not altogether surprised, that even a few in Ireland
could be found to cling to him ag their political leader, and
we are happy to know that the overwhelming majority of Irish-
men have not permitted themselves to be blinded by the
splendour cf his old leadership, but have seen at once where
their duty Iay, and whither their homour and true
interests lead. For his own sake, and very much for
his own suke, we deplore the obstinacy with which
Mr, PArNELL insists on attempting to maintain the leadar.
ship of a people who have rejected him for the strongest of
reasons ; and we do hope that even now he will bow to the
inevitable and gracefully retire from a position which both
angers and pains, as well as humiliates, his countrymen, who,
notwithstanding all that hes recently happened, would be only
too giad to be afforded an opportunity of cherishing towards
bim the kindliest feelings, and would be only too happy to
forget the past, and in due time condone it, if possible, If
Mr. ParwiLn would only calmly consider the matter, he could
not fail to understand how intenee is the pain he is causing to
the men whom we have no doubt he loves sincerely ; and conse-
quently he would retive into private life, whither the good
wislies of his countrymen would follow him, and leave the arena
he once so greatly adorned to the leader chosen by the majority
of their representatives, His doing so would confer on them
a favour, and give them another reason for gratitede. It would
be Lis crowning service to his country, and go far to reingtate
him in the good opinion of Irishmen everywhere.

A SUPPLEMLNTARY basaar in conpection with thet held last
year for the purpose of dischargiog the debt on the Dominican Con-
vent at Oamaru was opened on Wednesday., The bazaar in question
was to have been beld on Bf. Patrick's Day, but the lamented death
of the late Moneignor Colimnan necessitated 1ts postponement, It ia
hoped that the resulis of the gale now being held will suffice to dis-
ebarge the balsnce of debt still remaining, and, iu that case, the
miseion at Oamare will be completely out of the hands of the creditor
—=a matter that most reflect most honourably on the memory of its
late pastar,

It s intended to commemorate the opeuing of the new schools
of the Domirican ouns in Dunedin by bolding & bazaar apd art-union
at the beginning of October, The undertaking ia necessary to aid
o clearing the pew bnildings ¢f debt. The cost of their erection, as
may easily be gathered by all who see them, waa large, abd must
remawn a burden on the community for some time. Tha Dominican
nuns, however, have well merited the aid they scek in their effort to
free themselves from their liabilities, and we have oo donbt that it
will be willingly accorded them, Bome handsome prizes have already
been provided for the art-union, which it is intended to make a par-
ticularly choice one,

Ox Bunday the 11th inst., a Dominican convent will be opened
at Milton by 1he Most Rev. Dr, Moran, The Rev, Mother Prioress
and some other members of the Order will leave Dunedin on the 9th
1ngt., to make the new foucdation,

IN reply to a letter of condolence on the death of the late Cardi-
nal Newman, addressed to the Fathersof the Oratory by the Danedin
C'atholic Lr*erary Society, the Rev, Prestdent Las received the follow-



