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intereat in Bt, Joseph's Boys' Bchool. Iam bappy to be able to besr
testimony that this school is an excallent one, that it maintaing the
character it earned long ago, and gives evidines that it wili go on
lmproving year afier year, a9 in the past, until, after a time, it shal}
bave atiained the very beight of perfecction. Iam sure | only give
expression to your sentiments this evening when I say we are ail very
much obliged to the boys for the dwstinguished entertainment they
have given us; and for fear I might. furget them I may alao say 1
give expression to your rentiment and feeling when I say we are vader
deep nbligation to the good Brothers for all the laboar and z-al that
they have manifested in the care of our boye, To this care aud z2al
we are indebted in a great measure for the proficiency of the school,
and for the admirable entertainment we have witnessed thig evening,
It is uonecessary for me to enlarge upen thia subject, for you all
uuderstand how great and high are the services of the Brothers ; and
we are all, I am confident, most grateful to them for what they have
done, for the many years they bave laboured here for our children,
For 20 years I have been argoing the ssme question aonually at the
distribution of prizes in this schocl, I have also argued the question
on other occasions, and bave written a good deal about it, so that
really I think there is nothing that I can say that is naw to offer for
Your consideration this evening. But it you will be 80 good as to bear
with me for five or six minutes, I sghould hke very mach to put alj
that I have said and written hitherio, as it were, in a nutshell * I like
to put on record on an occasion like this onr position in reference to
the education question, and to renew our demaud for justice and {air
play. The Government of this country, hacked by the people of the
couutry as & people, bave establisked a eyetem of education of which
we cannot conecientions!y avail ourselves, Therefore we have estabe
lirbed schools for ourselves, and it the midst of great dificulties and
after great eacrifices we bava provided for our ebildren sn excellent
edocation wherever any considerable number of Catbolic children is
to be found, Here in this town pearly 900 children are attendipg the
Catbolic schools, and as we support these schools curselves, unaided
by 1the Qovernment, we are saving the Government n¢ less a sum than
£3600 v year, and we have core this for 13 ytars, The sum is an
casy obe, if you take the tiouble o tat 1t up. The resnit is that we
bave saved the Government in 'his 0 e town alone & VeTY large sum
of m.ney in the past few yess, and if, then, you comeider what we
Cathelics bave done thronghout New Zealand, you will fiad we have
saved the Government some:hing between £30,000 and £40,000 a year
fuari: g 13 years, so that I believe the public 1e actuatly indebted to us
in the sum of very nearly balf a million of money, We have bzen
wronged to this extent, and I do vot hesitate to use atroog language,
as | generally do use strong lungusge when speaking upon this sab-
iect, because my sense of justice and fair play bas bean always cut-
taged. We have been piundered. That is the term ; Lhat is the word,
We bave been plundered of the sum of nearly half a million of money
becanse we have comscience and faith, I am surprised thas our
fellow-citizens are not ashamed to find themselves guiity of szeh enor-
moug robbery, and of inflictiog such a crying injustice on their fellow-
citizens. It was eaid io the beginning that we would not hoid out—
that the burden would be o great that we skhould he obliged afte- a
litle while to accept the Government rystem of education, But we
have not done 8o, nor are we likely to do so. On the contrary, as
tine has gpone on we bave been doing better and better for OUT oWn
echoole. nd this is a matter so evident that many who in the begin-
ning opposed our claims to justice and fair play, frankly acknow-
ledge tbat there is no hope of inducing  Catholis pecple 1o
throw away their conecience, ar to endanger or abandon their
faith. In the beginning, also, we were maet by some very comical
arguments. When we complained of this injustice, we were told by
some shallow people—and sll our opponents at that time were very
shallow-—that we had no claim. That we might ag well refuse o
complain or remonsirate against payLog taxes for the pupport of the
police force of the couutry, and, la terly, that we might as wel
cleim to be exempt from paying for the rallways, Well, that argu.
ment haé been exploded long sgo  If we p.id for p lLice always to
look atter curselves, and some people say that that would be very
joat and proper, then, indeed, we woald have a clum, Bat Ay the
police force that does for other people dues very well for us, it s only
fair, of course, that we should pay our share to its support, And it e
the same way with the railways, 1f we bad & roilway 8y stem ourselves
~—sand that might be very convenient for our peor children coming to
school—it would not be fair to tax us for the rallways; but as we
uge them like other people we cannot complain about paying our
gbare, 6o that those arguments seriously brought forward in the
beginning bave on conerderation been found to be so extremely absurd
that everybody has given up throwing them at us, Then we are told
there is no other aystem possible except the preseni godless system
established by the Parliament of the couatry. Well, the people whe
eay that must have s very low idea inceed of the intellectual powers
of their fellow citizens, No other system possible ! ls there not
intellect enougk in the country to devise any other system ¢ Is there
not genins enough ia the country to do that wkich ig fair and just
aud honourable? Is the imelligence of the country of such a
character that our statesmen snd fellow cilizens ean devige nothing
but that which is mean?  For is it not mean {or people to take your
money to give godiess free education to their own children, while we
arc payiag emartly for the education of cur own children ! Look at
the kinds of argument broaght torward aghinst us, The arguments
of men withou$ 1oteliigence and intsllect, and arguments only caleu-
lsted to insult the intelligence of the couniry—arguments which
meake those at a distance laugh st ihe statcsmen of New Yealand.
Thus, we are told, 1t is Impoesible to do asytbing clse, Surely that
which exists in other countries is poesible bere, In HEngland and
Bceotland there is more justice than here, In Eogland and Scotland
we have not the stute of things which exisis hera, Yet people came
bere to do better. Here they boast of their democracy, wheress, the
fact is, they are less democratic and just—confesseuly more unjust
~than in Knogland and Scotland. 1n Epgland and Scotland 1he
Catholie schools receive aid. 1he State recognires the Catholics as
tax-peyers, apd they bave not yet descended 1o tha low depth of
mesances of taking money off Cuthohes, and cmploying it wholly

and entirely to their own purposes,

havs come to (his country to establieh
their prineiple not justics, not fair play, not common sense, but a
msjority, Itiga majority muast rule—-counting heads, not eounting
tte i cta; counting numbers, nnt counting bruine, Jtisthe majoxity
that must rale ug, farssoth ; not justice, nor fair pisy, nor common
sense; and the example of other countries is lost on our great
Libiral Democrats—men who t ke g delight in tyraonising over
their fellow ci'iz -vs, and in rifling their preketa for their own special
purpoirs.  Burely that which exists in Canada is possible here, and
in Canad4 there 18 the most just system of education eonceivable,
No man’s ¢onscience there is interfored with, Siress fa put opon no
mAD's views there, but even justice is done to every man without
exception, In Canada there are several provinces, There is the
province, for examptle, of Quebec, where 99 out of every hondred
pecple are Catbolics, and the Provineial Government of Quebec does
the most absolute justice to the mioority though insignificant, and
gives it equal rights, Then if you go to another provinee, Ontario,
where the majority are Protestant, we find a similar state of things.
There the Catholics are ia a minority, but they are on a footing of
perfeet equality with their fellow citizens in the matter of education,
Ontario is similar to New Zealand, though it is larger in population
and has a wider territory to look after, and wherever in Qutario
tbere are 30 children of school age, and the parenta of these children
wish to have a echool for themaelves, the Jaw of the land is that the
parents of these children can elect a school committee for themeelves,
and the moment that is done, all the taxes the parents of those
children pay for schools are handed over to their own committee, and
not only is that the fact, but other people, who think that the Catho-
lice are entitled 1o extraordinary aid, are entitled to tell the tax
collector to give their taxes to the Catholiccommittee, and very many
Frotestants do that, Then the central Government of the conntry
makes ao annual vote, and the school commitiee receives n pro
rata share of that sote, 8o that there the schools of the Gorernment
have mot a pepoy of advantage over the denominational schools,
That is justice sand fair play, Catholics are not obliged to find t-xea
tn pay for the free and godless education of mean people, for I call
them nothing less than mean pec,ie, while tiey bave (0 pay for tne
entire cost of their own children, There justice and fair play are recog-
nised and g1ven toevery man, Noone ha« any adv.nlage ovar another,
th re are no people baitening and fatiening u, oo the plunder of the
Ca holics of the country as there are here. There is no gpecial
interest—no pecullar interest—ratablished by doipg injustice, as ia
ti e case here, but there all have fair play. Tka Catholics where they
are in the sscendast, as in Quebec, give perfect justice to their non-
Catholic fellow cilizens, and the Proteatant mjority of Ontario give
perfect far play and justice to their non-Protestant fellow citizens
(applauge). Now if that be the state of things in Canada. why conld
not & similar state of things be here? There is nothing in the wide
world to prevent it, but that while in Canada there i3 a sense of jus-
tice and fais play and the people there bave brains and hearts and
are in earncet in sapport of edoeation, here, I do solemnly declare my
conviction that 1t is not education so moch they care for as tramp-
ling upon the Catbolics of the conutry (loud applanse). And oow
will go ope step further, Where has this system of godless educa-
tion onginated ! Who bave bean the originators of 1t, and for what
purpose bave they originated it 7 There cen be po doubt whatever
about what I am going to say now, because I have official documents
in my possession to establish the truth of every word 1 shall state,
It is the Freemason Jodges in Italy aud France—mind you, I do not
include the Freemasons of England, because they have separated
themaselves from those godless men, but 1t is the Freemason lodgee of
Italy and France who stsrted this idea of godless aducation for the
express purpose of destroying Christianity, and above a1} the Catholic
re igion, and who are the min who are foremost in maintaining
thig system of i Justicr, and of trampling upsa us, and of keeping
‘heir beel upa cur nicks? They are t e emissaries of the godlesy

Freemaeon ludges of ltaly sed France (applause). Now, 1 am saying
notbing about the lodg:s in I aly and France, but what they ale say-
iog of themselves They bavetheir LeWepn pers, they have their peri-
odicals ; their leading mer from time to time are making speeches
before the public, and these sre reported in the papers—ali these, cne
and all, have declared ard have made a boast of it, that 1t was they
who originated thia idea of g dless education, and that the object of
doing so was to desiroy Christianity, and above all the Catholic
Church aod the Papacy. The system is godlesa ; it is anti-Christian,
Its pincipal object 18 to destroy the knowledge of Ohristianity, to
wring the very idea of Uhrist out of the minds and hearts of the
rising generation ; and any Cathalic who gives his aid townards the
maintenance of this system of education is an apostste Catholic. He
does not deserve the pame of Catholic (applanse) ; and I will go fur-
ther acd pay this =~ We had an election here lately, I am convineed
that tbe overwhelming majority of Catholics voted as they onght to
vote ; but I nave been aesured that a few Catholics did not vote as
they onght to have voted, but voted for men who declared they would
not give the Catholics justice, I say these Catholics have denied

But our great Democrata, who
a model government, have for

therr religion (loud applause). They are unworthy men,
They do  not deserve 1o be 1 gur body, They do mnot
descrva to be permitted to consorl  with us. Tbey have

abandoned Christ. They bave juined the men whose object it is
to destroy Cbristiamity and to cestroy the Catholic religlon,  They
bave made themselves the abeltora of those men, They have helped
them o power 10 order that mjustice might be persevered in, and
that those men might have power to trampie up ‘n us, and Lo violate
onr concciences, Now if the people of this o untry wish to be just,
there 18 nothing essicr and nothi g more simple than to do an act ot
justice 1o us  They can 1mitate tne example of England and Beoi-
land ; they can imitate the exsmple of Canada— Quebee, Ontano, and
other pr vinces,  They can do that if they wish to, but they do not
wirh to do 1t, and they continue using absuwd arguments to throw
dust into the cyesof the people, whoentier do not thi % or are incap-
able of thinkiog. We have fought. and 1n fighting the battle of
Chnstiatity  we have beeuw hghting  the  battle ot social
order and sceiul peace, As lhe Catbolics of thg couniry we



