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fc " mafnta ns h"?**£.«? Dg a&°' Bnd Biveß evidence thatitw.ligo onimprovingyear after year,as in the past,until, after a time it sh»XLave attained the very height of perfection, 'iam sure Ton y g,ve«P»wion to yoursentiments this eveningwhenIsay we are all?erynmcb obliged to the boys for the d.stinguisbed entJrtainmen theyhave givenus; and for fear Imight forget th,-m Imay also say Igiveexprenion to your rentimentand feeling whenIsay weareunderdeepobhgrtlcm to the good Brothers for all thelaboured .."thatwelreInA?Hc-Btedm the Care ° f °
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- Tv thi9 car« and Ze«lTrfd fnr,hl rt " 'If*"?' meaßUre for theP^iency of the school,fo theaflnurableentertainment wehave witnessed this eveningItib unnecessary for me to enlarge upon tins subject, for you all
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W BWa«t,aDd high ar« tne *ervic,8 ,f the Brothers;andweweall, Iamconfident, most grateful to thtm for what they haveBTiaily3l!.arßthey.haTe8
T
iaily3l!.arßthey.haTe laboured here for our children.rfl-t,?K \ c "Suing the same question annually at thedistributionof pmes in this school. Ihave alsoargued the questionJiliJnSTI?8l a?d haZe written a &ood deal ab°°t it, so thatreallyIthink there is nothing thatIcan say that isnew to offer forjourconsideration this evening. Butif you will be so good as tobearwith me for five or sir minutes, Ishould like very much to putalltnatlhave said and writtenhitherto,as it were,ina nutshell Iliketoput on record onan occasion like this our position in reference tothe education question,and torenew our demandfor justice and fairplay. TheGovernment of this country, backedby the people of thecountry as apeople,have establisheda system of education of whichwe cannot conscientiously availourselves. Therefore wehave estab-lirhed schools for ourselves, and ir themidst of great difficultiesandafter great sacrifices wehave provided for our children enexcellenteducation whereverany considerablenumber of Catholic children isto be found. Here in this town nearly 900 children areattending theOatbolic schools, andas we support these schools ourselves, unaided7*l" GoT*rDmeat.wearesaving theGovernment no less a sum than£3600 a year,and we haveooi c this for 13 ytars. The sum is aneasy one, if you take the tiouble o tot it up. The result is that wehave saved the Governmentin hie o c town alone a very large sumof muney in the past few yea-s,aud if, then, youconsider what weCatholics havedone throughout New Za-land, you will find we havesaved theGovernment somethingbetween £30,000 and £40,000 a yeardnn.g13 years,so that Ibelieve the public is actually indebted tousin theBum of very nearly half a million of money. We have beenwronged to this extent, andIdo not hesitate to use strong languageasIgenerally do usestrong language when speakingupon this sub-ject, because my senseof justice and fair play has been always out-raged. We have been plundered. That is the term; that is the wordWe have been plunderedof the sum of nearly half amillion of moneybecause we have conscience and faitb. Iam surprised that ourfellow-citizens arenot ashamedto findthemselvesguilty of such enor-mous robbery,andof inflicting such a crying injusticeon their fellow-citizens. Itwassaid in the beginning that we would not holdout—that theburden would be bo great that we should be obliged afte- alittle while to accept theGovernment tystem of education But wehavenot done bo, nor are we likely to do bo. On the contrary astime has gone on we have been doing better and better for our ownschools, and this is a matter bo evident that many who in the begin-

ningopposed our claims to justice and fair play, frankly acknow-ledge that there is no hope of inducing Catholic people tothrow away their conscience, or to endanger or abandon theirfaith. In the beginning, also, we were met by somevery comicalarguments. When we complained of this injustice, we were told bysomeshallow people— and all our opponents at tbat time were veryshallow— that we had no claim. That we might as well refuse orcomplain or remonstrateagainst paying taxes for the support of thepolice force of tbe couutry, and. la terly, that we might as wellclaim tobe exempt from paying for the railways. Well, that areu-mtnt bas been exploded long .go If we p.id for p l.cc always tolook alter ourselves, and some people say that thai would be veryjust and proper, then, indeed,we woald have a claim. But as thepolice force that does for other peopledoes very well for us it is onlyfair, of course, thatweshouldpay our share to its support And it isIthesame way with the railways. If wehad a railwaysystem ou,selves j—and that mightbevery convenient for our pcor children coming toBchool-it would not be fair to tax us for the railways:but as weIuse them like other people we cannot complain about pavingourshare, so that those arguments seriously brought forward in thebeginning haveonconsiderationbeen found tobe so extremelyabsurdthat everybody has givenup throwingthematus. Then weare told«? fi
rhAnS°vf fv, Tte,° P°BBlbieP° 88lbie cxcePtthe present godless systemestablishedby theParliament of the country. Well, the people whocay that must have a very low idea inreed of the intellectualpowersof their fellow citizens. No other system possible 1 Is there notintellect enough in the country todevise any othersystem ? Is therenot genius enough in the country to do that whichis fair and justand honourable? Is (he intelligence of the country of such acharacter that.our statesmen and fellow citizens can devisenothingbut that which is mean? For is it not mean for people to take yourmoney to givegodless freeeducation to their own children whileweiarc payingsmartly for the educationof ourown children / Look at
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the kinds of argument brought forward against us. The argumentsiof men without intelligence and intellect, and arguments onfy calcu"lated to mint tbe intelligence of the country-arguments whfch
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at the BtatCßQ>en of New Zealand.1&« f \1 18 imP° eßlble t0 d0anything else. Surely that£^ jfI 1D- ° "
.CoUDlneß.
CoUDlneß lsP°6S'ble here. In England andScotland there ismore justice than here. InEngland and Scotlandh?rc to'dol1,t6t
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'" / TGTGI'88 dfcmocratlc and just-confesseulymoreunjust
CathSin- .Enfland aad Scotland. In England and Scotland theCatholicschools receive aid. The State recognises the Cathol.cs astUE-pajars, and they have not yet descended to the lowdepth ofSOeasncu of taking money off Catholics, and employing it wholly

andentirely to their own purposes. Butoar great Democrats, whodav3 come to ihis country to establish a model government,have forineir principle not justice not fair play,not commonsense, bat amajority, it iBiß a majority must rule— counting heads, notconming
ii-te 1' cts;countingnumbers, not counting br«ins. Itis themajoritythat must rule us, f.rsjoth ;n)t justice, nor fair play,nor commonsense; arid the example of other countries is lost on our greatLibu-,il Democrats— men who tke a delight in tyrannising overtheir fellow criz -ds, and in rifling their pockets for their ownspecialpurges. Surely that which exists in Canada is possible here, andm Lanad-i there is the moat just syaiem of education conceivable«o mans conscience there is interfered with. Stress is put upon nomans views there, but even justice is doneto every man withoutexceptioo. In Canada there are several provinces. There is theprovince, for txample, of Quebec, where 99 out of every hundredpeople are Catholics, and the ProvincialGovernmentof Quebec doestne most absolute justice to the minority though insignificant, andgivesit equal rights. Then if you co toanother province,Ontario,where the majority areProtestant, we find a similar state of things,ihere the Catholics are in a minority, but they areon a footing ofperfect equality with their fellow citizensin thematter of educationOntario issimilar to New Zealand, though itib larger in populationand has a wider territory to leok after, and wherever in Ontariothere are 30 children of school age, and the parents of these childrenwish tohavea echool for themselves, the law of the land is that theparents of these children canelect aschool committee for themselves,and the moment that is done, all the taxes the parents of thoßechildren pay for Bchools are handedover to theirowncommif.eeandnotonly isthat the fact, but other people,who think that the Catho-lics areentitled to extraordinary aid, are entitled to tell the taxcollector togive their taxesto the Catholic-committee,and verymanyProtestants do that. Ihen the central Government of the countrymakes an annual vote, and the school committee receives a prorata share of that vote,so that there the schools of the Governmenthave not apeony of advantage over the denominational schools.Ihat is justice end fair play. Catholics are not obliged to find Uxeat-ipay tor the free and godless education of mean people, forIcallthem nothing less than mean peo,,le, while t-iey have to pny for toeentire costof theirown children. There justice and fairplay are recog-msedandgiven toevery man. No oneha- any adv^ntag^ overanotherih re are nopeoplebattening and fattening moa theplunder of theLahohcs of the country as there are here. There is no specialinterest— no peculiar interest-established by doing injustice, as iatt c case here, but there all havefair play. Tha Catholics where theyare m the ascendant, as in Quebec, give perfect justice to their non-Catholic fellow citizens, and the Protestant majority of Ontario giveperfect fair play and justice to their non-Protestantfellow citizens(applause). Now if thatbe tie state of things inCanada, why couldnot a similar state of things be here ? There is nothing in the wideworld to prevent it,but that while in Canada there is a aense of jus-tice and fail- play and the people there havebrains and hearts andare in earnest insupportof education, here,Ido solemnly declare myconviction that it is not education somuch they care for as tramp-liug upon the Catholics of the couutry (loud applause). And nowIwill go one step further. Where has this system of godless educa-tion originated ? Who have bean the originatorsof it,and for whatpurpose have they originated it ? There can be no doubt whateverabout what Iamgoing to say now,because Ihave official documents
in my possession to establish the truth of every word Ishall state.Itis the Freemason lodges in Italyand France— mind you,Ido notinclude the Freemasons of England, because they have separated
themselves from thosegodless men, but it is theFreemason lodges ofItaly and France who started this idea of godless education for theexpress purpose of destroying Christianity,and aboveall the Catholic
re igion. And who are the mm who are foremost in maintainingthis system of i justice, and of trampling upmus, andof keeping'heir heel upm our ntcks ? They are t c emissaries of ih-j godleaaFreemason lodges of Italy f,rjri France(applause). Now, lam sayingnothingabout the lodg-s inIaly and France, but what they aie say-
ing of them«elves They havetheir newspapers,they have their peri-odicals ;their leading men from time to time are making speechesbefore thepublic, and these are reported in thepapers— all these, oneand all, have declared at.d have made a boast of it, that it was theywho originated this idea of gidle3s education, and that the object ofdoing so was to destroy Christianity, and above all the CatholicChurch and thePapacy. The system is godless ;it isanti-Christian.Its piincipalobject is to destruy the knowledge of Christianity, towring the very idea of Christ out of the minds and hearts of the
rising generation;and anyCatholic who gives his aid towards themaintenance of this system ofeducation is anapostate Catholic. Hedoes not deserve thename of Catholic (applauee);andIwill go fur-ther and cay this We hadanelection here lately. lam convincedthat the overwhelming majority of Catholics votedas they ought to
vote ;but Inave been assured that a few Catholics didnot vote asthey ought tohave voted, but voted for men who declared they wouldnot give the Catholics justice. Isay these Catholics have deniedthen- religion (loud applause). They are unworthy men.They do not deserve to be in our body. They do notdeserve to be permitted to consort with us. They haveabandoned Christ. They have joined (he men whose object it istodestroy Christianity and to clebtroy the Catholic religion. Theyhave made themselves the abettors of thosemen. They have helpedthem into power in order that injustice might bo persevered in,andthat those men might have power to trampleup >n us, and to violateourcontciences. Now if the people oi this c .untry wish to be justthere is nothing e»si?r and nothug more simple than to do an act otjustice to us They can imitate tne example of England and Scot-land;they can imitate the exampleof Canada- Quebec, Ontario aodother pn vinces. They can do that if they wish to, but they do notwi-h to do it, and they continue using absuid arguments to throwdust into the eyesof 'hepeople, wLoentiei do not thi. k or are incap-able of thinking. We have fought, and in lighting the battle ofChnstianity we have beea lighting the battle ot socialorder and bccml peace, As the Catholics of. tlic country we
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