
Itis worthy of remark that in some respects the
A contßASt fob movement known by the pseudonym of the

the pebiod.
"Reformation," and that which we know as tba
Revolution,have been very similar in their effects.

Nor, in fact, is this amatter for surprise, both movements being
closely connected, as parent andchild or as cause andeffect. Under
the circumstancesof the times,however,itseemsespeciallyopportune
to recall one particularpoint in which the movements referred to
coincided, that is, the manner in which |they affected the position
of tbe workingman by breaking up and forbidding his right of asso-
ciation. Tbe movement inEngland under King Henry VIII., com-
pleted its plunderof thepoor, which was, in truth, what the plunder
of the monasteries meant, by its plunder of the guilds. And the
Revolution, in turn,by a law passed on tbe Bth of June, 1791, and
known as the Lot Chapelicr, forbade association under penalty of
death. How different, meantime, has been tbeaction of Catholicism,
thegreat*object of tbe attack made by the Reformation first, and
alterwardsby its offspring, the Revolution. The Paris Figaro, of a
recent date, a newspaper by no means Catholic in its proclivities
very effectively Enables us to draw the contrast. Alluding to the
late congress of workingmen's associations, the Figaro testifies as
follows to tbe spirit that is at work :— Springing back to its origin,
it says, modern Catholicism sought its inspiration from Christ
Himself. It asked itself what He would be at the end of
tbe nineteenth century Who bad driven the money changers
from the Temple. Generous philanthropists have already founded
Catholic workingmen's circles. Count de Mun, ingiving these very
interesting bodies an energetic impulse,augmented,developed and
reconstituted them. He daily strive?,more andmore, toprotect the
Christianmasses against the insufficient organisation of labour. The
Catholics have done belter. Gpided by the Count de Mun, they
enteredboldly twenty years ago on practical ground. They estab-
lished betweencontractorsand workrmn,between the wealthy classes
and themasses a fraternal association, destined to maintain harmony
between lhcm, and to make the latter partake legitimately of the

advantagesof the former. Wishing to reconstitute the old corpora"
tions, they began by creating woikingmen's Catholic circles, whose
number is now about fivehundred. Each circle contains members
who arecapitalists,or whobelong to the masses, All themastersand
woikmen belonging to the same callings willnot delay about recon-
stituting tbe old corporations, those in which they stood shoulder to
shoulder, where mutualaid was given, whereall disputes were Bettlcd
by committees of arbitration, composedof men notoriously devoted
to tbe labouring classes. Inhow many degrees does not snch a work
wisely managed and charitably applied, exceed the vain attempts of

revolutionaiy pretenders,wbobare talkeda great deal butbeen able
to organiGe nothing ?— The Figaro decidedly enables us to contrast
the fruits of the Reformation and the Revolution with those pro-
duced by the teaching of the Catholic Church. Italso points out to
us where the true solution of the labour questionof the day is to
be found

—
not in the fond imaginations of Socialists, but inCatholic

iuititutioue,
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Among themore horrible productions of the times,
FBTJIT6 of wemay reckon tbe juvenilesuicide. The character

secularism, in questionseems tobe the specialcreation of god-
lesanessand"cram." The child of slow intellect,

for instance, unable tokeep pace withhis class andhaving no fear ofGod, no knowledge perhaps of God, or o! arjother life, seeks the
shortest way that appears to offer itself tohim of putting anend to
his troubles, andconsequently kills himself. Suicide, however,in
the world of to-dayhas takana different meaning from what itbori
of old. Time was when nocrime was consideredmore odious ; the
memory of the self-murderer washeldia malediction,and the dis-
honour with whichhis lifelessbody was treated testified to the feeling
his deed inspired. To-day weare morelenient. In someinstances,
in fact, suicide hasbeen glorified. Menof the atheistic school have
seenin itthe fruit of exaltedheroism, ani have painted inglowing
colours the characterof those who wereguilty of it. Evenmany of
thosenotsharing their opinions have still been indulgent and the
stereotypedverdict of temporary insanity has been arrived at. It
should,however, bea matter of congratulation to us that,as a rule,
Catholiccommunities arecomparatively free from thepeculiar form
of madness whichhas such results. Here, then,isa paragraph taken
from a letter from Vienna published in arecentnumber of the Matin,
a French revolutionary organ :— Asinpreceding years, thereopening
of the schools has,this yearalso been marked by some attempts at
suicide on the part of pupils who had not been able to pass the
examinationsmecessary for promotion to a higher class. Om
attendant at a lyceum wounded himself Beriously witha revolver
anothershot himself dead.

—
Such therefore, is the regular courseof

things thatmarksthe years,evidently proceedingfrom the educational
system that, as somepeoplewould persuade us, is to work out the
perfectionof the world. Nevertheless wedo not suppose that such a
state of things will be generally pronounceddesirable.

shortcomings. But some good we believe wehave done. Our object
has been all along topublish first of all, and aboveall, a thoroughly
Catholic papjr. So-called Catholicpapers there havebeen, and still
theredoubtless are, whosemore fitting epithet must be non-Catholic
orevenanti-Catholic. To such a class ofpapers,for instance,reference
wasmade by the Utc Catholic Congress in America, aod where Free-
thought publications,assuming the title of Catholic,and degrading
andrendering itridiculous by theirassumptionof it,werecondemned.
Such papers, however, are easily detected. Their tone is unbecoming,
oreven at times unseemly. Everything in their columns yields to
levity, and tobe what ib expressively called "flash," seems to form
all theirambition. Itappears to us that tbe word Catholic might be
written with as much propriety over the door of a music hall or a
dancing-saloon ason their title page."

Life is real;life is earnest,"
earnestly exclaims a non-Catholic poet. Surely the Catholic writer
who bat todo withlife and to bring it under tbeserious consideration
of Catholic readers does ill,and betrays the place he fills, by en-
deavouring topander to orcreatea ta9tethat, if it already existed.it
should be his ta9k to cjrrect or eradicate. It is the duty of the
Catholic journalist tomaintain the eelf-respect of theCatholic body.
Buthow shall he do thatif befi»ure9 as a light-headed, loose-tongued
mountebank inthe face of the public? One thing of which wemay
be convinced is that such journalism is not that to which (heVicar
of Christ has givenhis approval,and for whoee extension throughout
the world he has expressed himself anxious. Catholic journalism
moreover,should be in tone Catholic. Not the false womanherself
whom Tennyson denounces,as allowed to go abroad undiscovered,
could do more to

"poisonhalf theyoung
"

than theinsincere,dishonest
journalist, presuming tocounterfeit a failb he despises,or,it maybe,
that inhis heart he detests. The Catholic journalist,again, should
be single-minded. His ends must be Catholic. No privatespite or
grudge must embitter his dealings with the subjects chosenby him.
Moreespecially,such motives must not induce him todrag individuals
forward for caatigation. This is anti-Catholic in the extreme,and
wholly out of keeping with the spiritof the Catholic Church. Still
less shouldit be possible for the Catholic journalist to r>lay a double
partandact treacherously. If, while pretending to advocate some
measureof great conseqnence to the Catholic community, and to sup
portmen giving their aid to such a measure,he adoptsmethods that
heknowsmust injure thosemen, andconsequentlyhinder themeasure,
whatshall be said of him? He deserves,indeed,thename of double-
dyed traitor. Such a part, besides, would be consistent with the
character of an emissary of the secret societies r- such, for
example, as the professional atheist generally is. We can say
for ourselves at least that we have avoided all this;we have
not pandered or endeavoured to create low tastes by
making our columns a shabby imitation of a comic paper.
We have honestly believed the creed we preferred, and our first
object waito be true toit,in thought and tone, as well as in word
We havebeen sincere in our advocacy and defence of theIrishcause,
not giviog ita half-hearted and shallow patronage, to obtain other
ends, and cloak a sinidter intention. We have been constant to the
cause of Catholic education

—
consistently standing by the men who

gave us their assistance in the matter,and honestly helping them,
so far as in us lay. We have endeavoured to maintain the self-
respect of the Catho'ic people, and we havedone all in ourpower to
make them respected by their non-Catholic fellow-colonists, We
have not thought it incumbent on us, or necessary to gain their
favour and support, todegrade them in the public eye by assuming
the tone of what is, for instance, called Donnybrook fair

—
and which

is by Borne supposed tocharacterise the Irish Catholic people. Nor
failing a capability to play the part of Donnybrook fair, have we'
thought torecommend ourselves to them or others by takingup the
air of

"
high jinks "in slums on the other side of the Channel. For

Donnybrook, in eootb, is not the only place in the United Kingdom
where fun and frolic of a certainkind have had their hey-day. We
have deali with the Irish Catholic peopleof theColony asif theywere,
what in fact they are,a serious people, possessedof no Jobs common
sense than their neighbours, and only to be truly represented by a
paper dealing earnestly, honestly, and sincerely, with important
matters. A comic paper we did not,and do not, think that, as a
Catholicpeople,they needed— much less a

"
flash

" paper, much less
a double dealmg, dishonest, paper, demoralising in its tendency
and infidel in :ts toDe. inreed the existence of such a paper could
only be accounted for by a thorough contempt felt for the Catholic
Press by its promoters

—
a contempt, perhaps, arising from jealousy

as not Dnfiequently happen?. It, theTtfore, we cannot take credit
to ourpelves for anything more than that, onr negaiive virtues must
at least shine by contrast. So much we have tosay for ourselves,
cow, after fifteen years constant and unbroken work in the service
of tbe Catholics, the Irish Catholics especially, cf New Zealand-
Let us hope that they anl cjibera ui&y pruliL by wbal we say fo
them
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