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—it in something, at all events, to be descended from & patriotic strain
(lp{»!luoe). My ficet words to-night must take the shape of an
apology. 1 have to apologite to the Belfast Youog Ireland Bociety
for having broken my engagements with them on no fewer thaa two
occasions  Twice they invited me to your city, Twice I accepted
the invitation, bot was unable to come, If you wers disappointed, I
was doubly so, for I bad long looked forward to the pleasure of mak-
ing your scquaintance. In offering my apology, my contrition for
-past failing 18 quickened and intessified by my high appreciation of
the compliment paid me by the Bociety in in viting me again to lecture
bere on this the inangural cight of their asision. Now that I have
come let me express my satisfaction at baving come, It gives me
more pleasnre than I can convey tofind myself in thia great Northern
metropolis, aud to meet go many of those who have heiped to prove
the North of Ireland Irish ; who have brought at least ons portion of
Belfaat into line with Qork and Dublin ; who have given to the Trish
Parlismentary Party its most vigilant and briliant Parliamentarisn
(cheore) ; who have so eignally overtbrown the argament that the
North is not io sympatby with the South ; that Ulster feelsand thinks
differently with Munster, and that the cradle ooe bondred years ago
of the United Irishmen 18 not in those our daya in favour of ‘& United
Ireland (cheers), Whatever ontsiders may say, whatever outsiders
may ask you to believe, we of the South are proud of you men of the
North. We admire your courage. Wo envy your sturdy patrio:ism,
We are grateful for your splendid services to the common canse, We
look upon you as owe of the main factors in helping that
cause to viotory. It is, therefore, as a 8outhern, 'a Roman
Catholic, acd a Natiopaliat that I am glad and proud te stamd
upon this platform in Belfast, in the capital of the Protestant North,
to greet my lellow-countrymen of prosperous Ulster, my comrades
and fellow soldiers i the grand and holy causs of Ireland’s regenera.
tion (cbeers). And now fo my text. Iamto spesk to yon to-night
about Young Ireland. That name is now an old came, My applica~
tion of it sball be a new one, 1 do uot perpose dealing with the
Youog Irelands nor the Young Irelanders that have gone before ue,
With reference to them, it is enongh to say that we beliave in the
faith tranawmitted to va by Mitctel and Martin snd Smith O'Brien
(cheers). Weo hold their memory in ever-constant affection. We
revere their teachiogs; we inherit their epirit ; we follow their
ideals ; we worship at the same shrine (chears) My purpose this
evening ia to des! with our own Youog Ircland—the Ireland of onr
owo time, the Ireland with which are bound ap our lives, our loves
our bopes, our fortunes, cor duty—the Ireland hab is and is to be
Woald yon bave my political confession ¢ I am no cosmopolitan, 1
place my own country foremost in my thonghts and actions, 68 in my
effections. She is my first coscern, Firat ~immeaurably ficat—I[
place ber honour, her bappiness, her prosperity. What other peoples
think, what other peoples do, how other peoples are circumstanced or
affected, affects me only in relation to mv own, I am ready to
sympathise with other peoples, to work for them if I may, to help
them if [ can. But I am an Irishman first, and my only real interest
in in Ireland (cheers;. My sentiments may be held to savour of nar-
row-miodedness (“ No, no'). I care notbing if they be—for I can
conceive no loftier aim, no more glorivns ambitien thay the pre-emi-
nence of ona's own nation, the pre-eminence of one's own race, As
for & community of 1nteresiy nmong peoples 1t never has exiated, nor
ever can exist, Aund as for a universal brotherhood of mankind in
practice I don’t bulieve in it, What then is the outlook for this land
of ours? What are her immediste prospecta? We ara all helievers
in the Nationalist creed (hear, hear). Weliy down as the fundamen-
tal dogma of cur political failh, the distinct Nationality of Ireland
(cheers), And we bold as the docirine, as the uitimate mim of all
onr political efforts, the establishment of an Irish Government in
Ireland (loud cheers). That ponl is already conceded by our friends
in Great Britaio, Ite actual accom plishment is ali but, won. Another
year or two of waiting, and of agitating, of snff ring perhapa; of
fighting against the evilold régime, now tottering toits fall, and against
the desperate despairing effuria of its sapporters to nphold therr lost
canse, and an 1rish Parliament will be an acromplished .act (cheers).
This is certain, This is ineviteble. It is useless, therefore, to dis-
cues the probabilities of & forsgone conclusion, A conclmsion paent
to all mea of common sense. But afterwards! What wil] bappen
then? What will then be the position of the Irish Government, and
what the probabilities for the Irish people ! It is guestionable if cir-
cumstances have ever created a situation of greater delicacy, graver
difficulty or of more seriona regpousibility than will confront the
trustees of our nation's destinies, when the portals of the Old House
in College Green open agein to Ireland's elected representatives,
They will be face to face with utter disorganisation. Disorganisa-
tion soctal—disorganisation political—disorgavisation industrial,
They will find a society shaken to its foundations by the storms of
generations of persecution and repression, a society in which the
throes of our long conflict for Naticoal existence will still make
themsslves felt, a society but in the budding of its evolution from
an old decrepid order of things to a newer and & better one, and in
which the youog spint ot a Young era will have scarcely yet had
time to aseert its inflaence. I. the political domain there will be n
atill more intricate problem to solve, What will tha case be then !
Thers will be found 1he lcgieal outcome of centuries of foreign inter-
meddling in Irish matters. An cxecutive whicn has never known
the functions nor the duties of a constitutional exreg ive, and which
has never discharged them even by accident—an administrative strue-
ture uever formed for the people, whose business it adminise red, nor
in apy fashion stamped with the stamp of their idiosynecracies
nor their sympathi-s, but made aod branded in the shapa aad
with the brand of aa engine «f exploitation, of plunder, of
coercion, ready to the hanis of alien despots, or to tho-e of
the place-huntera and renegades, who found 1t more lucrative to
gerve the stranger than the people from whom they sprang ; a
machinery of Goveromeut in fine, whose hated memory is likely to
survive 1t in the bias against anyihing savouring of authority waich
it has glven to the Irish mind. In matters induatrial aod commercial
the comiog national sdministration wili be met practically with
isanition (hear, bear), It will find a conntry drained and depleted,

and bled for ages of mooey. of material, of men ; a country, which
but for the remedial legislation, latterly wrang from the English
Parliament, would bs to-day in a state of galloping consumption ; a
country that will require yeara of careful nursing, and of vigilant oArs
to be restored to health and vigour. Thess are facte, uapalatable, it
may be, but facts, neverthaless, to which those of us, who make
Ireland the one sim and object of onr being, would be worss than
fools to shut our eyes. If anythiog, I bave miminised the situation of
two or three yeurs’ hence, Notwithstanding the gloomy pictore of
the immediate fature, I for one look forward to that future with fall
bope and with perfect confidence, Waatever difficuities or dangers
may heset the ship of Btate,once that her helm is in Irish hande
Ibave no fear for her (cheers). And why ! Piratly, becanse of my
absolute unwavering faith in the patrotism of the Irigh people.
Waen our Irish Paruiament is regained—that Parliament for which
wa have struggled and soffered and labouced aad sacrificed for so
long, so earnestly, and so ongrudgingly—there is not an Irishman
within Ireland's shores who will nut rally to its support (cheers,)
Whatever decision that Parliament may bave to make, whatever acts
that Parliament may ba calied to perforwm, it way will be made easy
48 far as the pation can make it by the co-operation of Irish public
opinion. Noxt do I rely upon our countrymen's capacity for govern.
ment. Irishmen seem specially fitted by Providence to that end,
The history of continental Kurope beare constant testimony to the
fact. The history of the United States of Ameriea, and of England’s
great self-gaverning colonies of South Africa, of Aunstralia, of New
Zealand, bas proved it time after lime ; and will continae to prove
it with ever incressing force as 1he years roll onward, ’'Tis most
extraordioary, and typical too, of the honesty of the objections nrged
ageinst the concession of Home Bule to Ireland, that whenever it ie
necemsary to select men, specially competent ‘n the ardoous work of
governing, ta protect or promote imparial interesta in far-off imperial
dependencies, our cpponents see no abjection to the selection of Irish-
men for the purpose (cheers). And surely if we can govern ather
peoples successfully, if wecan legislate well and wisely in the interests
of gther nations, we may ressonably hope for an equal measure of
success in the ruling of our own, Thirdly, I rely upon the marvellons
recuperative paowers of our race. In the history of no other people
will you find a parallel for so denperate a suugzle for exigtence, 8o
long maintained, and so tenaciously and go successfully, as by this
race of onrs. We have kept our grasp of Irelaad in spite of wars, of
iamiues, of perscentions, such a3 have fallen to the lot of oo other
family of mankind, We have survived every attack, We have risen
agaio after every disaster. Woere it not indeed for our miraculous
vitality, and virility we should long since have been awapt from off
the face of the earth. Buab wa are here stil! (cheers). We are still
Lhe holders—as we shall soon be the musters—of onr native land,
To suck 2 1ace so tried and proven ia the fire of eycles of calamity, so
Qaconquerable in the en:rgy of their determination for national exia-

leuce, everylhing and anythiog is possible. Remember too the land

in which we live, I honestiy deolare, that i all my travels, and I

have traversed now ssme thres q 1artera of the habitable globe, I have
never yot found & country mors variousiy blessad by na'ire, morg
healtsful to inhabit, more ad vantageously sitoated ; nor better fitted

to support a hardy happy population, than this our % Erin of tha
silver streams ” (cheers), The three considerations to which I have
reforred, will prove tue main battr_ssss of tha ¢oming Irish Qovern-

ment, when 1t sets itself down to ila wo k ot reconstruction aond
regencration. With their aid most of its difficalties wili be readily
overcome. At the same time we must not expect too mach from our

Woverament of the uear future, We must remember iis position, we

must reme=mber 108 upportunities, Above 21l we must not forget the

imwensity of the work it has to do. From the beginning its pro.

gramme must be a homely, matter of fact, progaic programme,
Lvaryching will bave 1o be made anew ; everything will have to be

built up from the ground, Tae foundations of the Irish State m 1at

be other than those of the administrative sdifice it will haye overthrown

And of the materals its oppouents leave behind them very litkle

will be serviceable or sound or safe for fature use. The comiog Lrish

Government must bagio where no govercment of Ireland ever yet
began. It must found its structare upon the only safe hasis of

Governmeni—the will and the good wishes of the Lrigh people ; it
must model ita institotions and its machinery upon Irish pland,

Then 1t will be strong, theo will its inftuence be beneficial and per-

manent (cheers). But the doing of all this will take time, We

must Dot gradge the time, W2z maust be patient, Whatever wa do,

let us do well, that thers may be n3 undoing, At aoy rata this much

is to be said ; that if we begin answ thera ig littla danger of oor
followiag in old grooves, We shall have the mistakes and the mis-

fortuses of others to guide us. We shall have our own experience

gsined by long years of crnel suffering. We shall have a keen

aense of howa Governmeat shonld work and shonld benave inasmtch

as We have never yet had reason to be satisfiad with the work or the
behaviour of any Government. If we do not suceeed io shaping our
system of Government to onur owa tastes snd to our own gee I8 Wo

shsll ooly bave curselves to thank, for it will be only our own faalt,
Bat we shall succeed with Heuven's blessing and wilh courage and

patriotism equal to our task (cheers). We shall have plenty of

criticism to face, We shall aave to face the criticiam of the world,
For houes: advice wa 4hall always be grateful, bnt we shall hava to
reckon with dishonest criticiam as well, We shall bave to reckon
with the vreparing vicicus eriticism of thoss who never will forgive
us our suceesd in bursting the shackles of foreign misrala (hear, hear).
For the:e we neel care nothing, They will be no friends of oura
nor of our naticn's sew found dignity, = We nead hesd their carpings

no more than the idle wind, For their dearest wish would be to see
ua fail as toey failed, when their feet wera upon our necks, and they

fondly hoped to keop them there for ever, in which wish they are safe

to be disappoieted. It has sometimes been put to me, in & apirt of
bonest wngairy, will not the Norih prove a difficulty for Home Rule?
Have you not Orangemen in Ulster 7 How can you hope to unite
stich men to the South 7 My reply hae alwaye been easy—I do not
realise the difficulty, The majority of the northern Parliamentary
representatives are io favour of Home BRule, therefors, the majority



