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andbled for agesof money, of material, of men;acountry, whichbut for the remedial legislation, latterly wrung from the EnglishParliament, wouldbe to-day inastateof galloping consumption;acountry that willrequireyearsofcarefulnursing, andofvigilantcareto berestored tohealth and vigour. These are facts, unpalatable,itmay be, but facts, nevertheless, to wbich those of as, who makeIreland the oneaim and object of our being, would be worsethan
fools to shut our eyes. Ifanything,Ihave miooinised thesituationof
twoor three years' hence. Notwithstanding the gloomy pictureofthe immediate future,Ifor one look forward to that future with full
hopeand withperfect confidence. Whatever difficulties or dangers
may besettbe ship of State,once thather helm is in Irish hands
Ihaveno fear for her (cheers). And why 1 Firstly, because of my
absolute unwavering faith in the patrotism of the Irish people.When our Irish Parliament is regained— thatParliament for whichwe have struggled and suffered and labouredand sacrificed for solong, so earnestly,andso ungrudgingly— there is not an IrishmanwithinIreland'sshores who will not rally to its support (cheers.)Whatever decision that Parliamentmayhave to make, whatever actsthat Parliamentmay be calledtoperform,its way will be made easyas far as thenation canmake itby the co-operationof Irish public
opinion. NextdoIrely upon our countrymen's capacity for govern-
ment. Irishmen seem specially fitted by Providence to that end.The history of continental Europe bears constant testimony to thefact. The history of theUnitedStates of America,andof England's
great self-governing colonies of South Africa, of Australia, of NewZealand,has proved it time after time;and wili continue toproveit with everincreasing force as the years roll onward. 'Tis mostextraordinary, and typical too,of the honestyof theobjections urg^dagainst the concession of Home Bule to Ireland, that wheneveritisnecessary toselect men, specially competent *n the arduous work ofgoverning, to protect or promote imperial interests in far-off imperial
dependencies,our opponentsseenoobjection to the selectionofIrish-men for thepurpose (cheers). And surely if we cangovernotherpeoplessuccessfully, if wecan legislatewelland wisely in theinterestsof other nations, we may reasonably hope for anequal measureofsuccess in the ruling of our own. Thirdly,Irely upon themarvellous
recuperativepowers of our race. In the historyof no other peoplewill you find aparallel for so desperatea struggle for existence,solong maintained, andso tenaciously and so successfully, as by thisrace of ours. We have kept our grasp of Ireland inspiteof wars,offamines,of persecutions,such as have fallen to the lot of no otherfamily of mankind. We have survivedevery attack. We have ri9enagain aftereverydisaster. Were itnot indeed for our miraculousvitaliiy,and virility weshould long since have been swept from offthe face of the earth. But we arehere still (cheers). We arestilltheholders— as we shall soon be the masters— of our native land.To such a lace so tried and provenia the fire ofcycles ofcalamity,souuconquerablein theenergy of their determination for nationalexis-teuce,everythingandanything is possible. Bememoertoo the landin which we live. Ihonestly declare,that in ail my travels,andIhave traversed now sjme three qlarters of thehabitableglobe,Ihavenever yet found a country more variously blessed by nature, morehealthful to inhabit, more advantageously situated;nor better fittedtosupport ahardy happy population, than this our "

Erin of thesilver itreams
"

(cheers). The three considerationsto whichIhavereferred, will prove tuemain buttressesof the coming Irish Govern-ment, when it sets itself down to its wo k of reconstruction andregeneration. With their aid most of its difficulties will be readilyovercome. At thesame time we must not expect too much from ourGovernmentof thenear future. We must remember its position,we
must remember us opportunities. Aboveall we mustnot forget theimmensity of the work it has to do. From the beginning its pro-gramme must be a homely, matter of fact, prosaic programmeEverything will have to be made anew ;everything will have to bebuilt up from tbe ground. Toe foundationsof ihe Irish Statenuatbeotherthan thoseoftheadministrativeedifice itwillhavdoverthrownAnd of the materials its opponents leave behind them very littlewill be serviceable or sound or safe for futureuse. The comingIrishGovernment must b^gin where no government of Ireland everyetbegan. It must found its structure upon the only safe basis ofGovernment— the will and the good wishes of the Irishpeople ;itmust model its institutions and its machinery upon Irish plana
Then it will be strong, then will its influence be beneficial and per-manent (cheers). But the doing of all tbis will take time Wemust notgrudge the time. Wa must be patient. Wnatever we do,letus do well, that theremaybe n)undoing. Atany rate this muchis tobe said; that if we begin answ there Is little danger of onrfollowingin old grooves. We shall have the mistakes and the mis-fortunesof others to guide us. We shall haveour own experiencegained by long years of cruel suffering. We shall have a keensenseof howaGovernmentshould workand should behaveinasmuchas wehave never yethad reason to be satisfied with the work or thebehaviour of any Government. If wedo not succeed in ehapine oursystem of Government to our owo tastes and to our own nee fs weshall only have ourselves to thank, for it willbe only ourown faultBut we shall Bucceed with Heaven's blessing and with courage andpatriotism equal to our task (cheers). We shsll have plenty ofcriticism to face. We shall oave to faca tbe criticism of toe world.hothonest advice washall always be grateful,but we shall have toreckon withdishonest criticism as well. We shall have to reckonwith tbeunsparing vicmus criticism of those whonever will forgiveus our success in bursting the shacklesof foreignmisrule (hear,hear)
For tbe=e we neeicare nothing. They will be no friends of ouhnor of ournation's new found dignity. We needheed their carpingsno more than the idle wind. For their dearest wish wouldbe to seeus fail as tbey failed,when their feet were uponour necks, and theyfondly hoped to keep them therefor ever,in wbich wiah they aresafe
to be disappointed. Ithas sometimes been put tome, in a spiritofhonest inquiry, will not tbe Nonh prove a difficulty for Home Bule?Have younot Orangemen in Ulster ? How can you hope to unitesuch men to the Bouth ? My reply has alwayß been easy—ldonotrealise the difficulty. The majority of the northern Parliamentary
representativesarein favour of Home Bule, therefore, the majority

—it msomething,atall events, to bedescendedfrom a patrioticstrain(applause). My first words to-night must take the shape of anapology. Ihave toapologise to the Belfast Young IrelandSociety
for having broken my engagements with them on no fewer than twooccasions Twice they invited me to your city, TwiceIacceptedthe invitation,bat wasunable to come. Ifyou weredisapoointed,Iwasdoubly so, for Ibad longlooked forward to the pleasureof mak-ing your acquaintance. Inoffline my apology,my contrition for-4>ast failing isquickened and intensified by myhigh appreciation ofthe compliment paidmeby the Society ininvitingmeagain tolecturehereon this the inaugural eight of their seision. Now that Ihavecomelet me express my satisfaction at having come. Itgives memorepleasurethanIcan convey to findmyselfin this great Noithernmetropolis,and tomeet somany of those whohavehelped to provetheNorthof IrelandIrish;whohavebrought at least one portionofBelfast into line with Cork and Dublin;who havegiven to toeIrishParliamentary Party itsmost vigilant and brilliantParliamentarian(cheers);who have so signally overthrown the argument that theNorthis notinsympathy with tbe South;thatUlster feelsand thinksdifferently withMunster, and that the cradle one hundredyearsaeoof theUnitedIrishmen is not in those our days in favour of a UnitedIreland (cheers;. Whatever outsiders may say, whatever outsidersmay ask you tobelieve, weof the South areproudof youmen of theNorth. We admireyour courage. We envy your sturdy patriotismWe aregrateful for your splendid services to the commoncause Welook upon you as one of the main factors in helping

'
thatcause to victory. It is, therefore, as a Southern, a RomanCatholic, and a Nationalist that Iam glad and proud to standupon this platform inBelfast,inthe capitalof the ProtestantNorthtogreet my fellow-countrymen of prosperous Ulster, my comradesand fellow soldiers in the grandandholy causeof Ireland'sregenera-

tion (cheere). Andnow to my text. lamtospeak to you to-nightabout Young Ireland. That nameisnow an oldname. My applica-tion of itshall be a newoDe. Ido not purpose dealing with theYonng Irelands nor the YoungIrelandera that have gone before ubWith reference to them, itis enough to say that we believe in thefaith transmitted to us by Mitchel and Martin and Smith O'Brien(cheers). We hold their memory in ever-constant affection. Werevere their teachings; we inherit their spirit; we follow theirideals;we worship at tbe same shrine (cheers) My purpose thisevening is todeal withour ownYouogIreland— tbeIreland of ourown time, the Ireland with which arebound up our lives, our lovesourhopes,our fortunes, our duty— the Ireland hat is andis tobeWould youhave my politicalconfession ? lam no cosmopolitan Iplacemy owncountry foremostin my thoughts andactions, as in mvaffections. She is my first concern. Firet-immea-mrablyfirst— [placeher honour,her happiness,her prosperity. What other peoplesthink, whatother peoples do,how other peoplesarecircumstancedoraffected, affects me only in relation to mv own. Iam ready tosympathise withother peoples, to work far them if Imay to helDthemifIcan. But laman Irishmanfirst, and my only real interestis in Ireland (cheers;. My sentimentsmaybe held tosavour of nar-rowmindedness («' No,no"). IcareDotbing if they be— for Ican
conceivenoloftier aim,nomoreglorious ambition than the pre-emi-nenceof od«'s ownnation, the pre-eminence of one's own race

"
Asfor a community of interest amongpeoples itnever ha* existed, norevercan exist And as for auniversal brotherhood of mankind inpracticeIdon'tbelieveinit. What thenis the outlook for this landof ours? What are her immediate prospects ? We are allbelieversintheNationalistcreed (hear,hear).* We Uy downas the fuodJSe"tal dogma of our political faith, the distinct Nationality of Ireland(cheers) And we hold as the docir.ne, as the ultimate aim of allour politicalefforts, the establishmentof aa Irish Government in?n6a6a"W ?hee£ }> P?P° lDti8al«aJy conceded by our friendsinGreatBritain. Itsactual accomplishment is all but won Anotheryear or two of waiting, and of agitating,of suff ring perhaps " offighting against the evilold regime,nowtotteringto its fall, andagainstthe desperatedespairing effor.B of its supported touphold their lostcause,and an Irish Parliament willbeanaccomplished .act (cheers}This iscertain This is inevitable. It i8i8 useless, therefore, to dis-cuss theprobabilitiesof a foregoneconclusion. A conclusion parent
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eUßu' But atlerwards! What will happento«n' w^t will thenbe position of the Irish Government,andwhat theprobabilities for the Irish people? Itis questionable if cir-cumstanceshave erercreated a situation of greater delicacy, graverdifficulty or of more serious responsibility than will confront thetrusteesof our nation's destinies, whenthe portals of the Old Housein College Green open again to Ireland's elected representativeslhey will be face to face with utter disorganisation. Disorganisa-tion social— disorganisation political-disorganisation industrialIhey will find a society shaken to its fouodation8 by the storms ofgenerations of persecution and repression, a society in which tbethroes of our long onfhet for National existence will still makethemselves felt,a society but in the budding of its evolution froman olddecrepid order of things toa newerand a b-tter one, and inwhich tbe young spirit ot a youngera will have scarcely yethadtime toassert its influence. Id the political domain there will be astill moreintricate problem to solve. What will th« case be then ?There will be found .he logical outcome ofcenturies of foreign inter-meddling in Irish matters. An executive whict. has never knownthe functions nor the duties of a cinstitutional ex-cu ive,and whichhas neverdischarged them evenby accident-an adminintrativestruc-ture never formed for thepeople, whosebusiness itadministerednorm any fashion stamped with the stamp of tbeir idiosyncraciesnor their ejmpathi'S, but made and branded in the shape andwith the brand of an engine if exploitation, of plunder, ofcoercion, ready to the hano* of alien despots, or to tho-e ofthe place-hunters and renegades, who found it more lucrative toserve the stranger than the people from whom they sprang " amachinery of Government in fine, whose hated memory is likely tosurviveit inthe bias against anything savouring of authority wbichithasgiven tothe Irish mind, inmattersindustrial andcommercialthe coming national administration will be met practically withinanition (hear, hear). It will find a country drained anddepleted
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