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WE do not koow what may be the full meaning oy

IMPORTANT, the iull mind of Mr, J, L, Gillies, ¢'hairman cf
THOUGH BATHER tie Union Sireet Schoel Committee, Nupedin, hut,
HAZY. in presiding at the breaking-up ceremony of the
school the other day, he spoke at least a word or

two that reads like common semse. Mr, Gallics, for example. con.
demned the Bible-in-sch .ols folk,though not exaetly 1z so many words,
48 8 lot of humbugs, whese sineerity was doubtful, and who were
doing more harm than good by the fuss they mace. Mr, Gillies,
bowever, bolde very heretical notions as to the education of the
period which, accordipg to an authority guoted by bim, is not enly
ineffectual in itself, but calculated also to produce deleterious
effects.  Its fruits are “ Musicians who cannot play, and artists who
cannot draw ; linguiste who are ignorant of th:ir owsp language,
and can read and write no other ; a taste for the meretricious 1o art
the chimerical in ecience, and the sensatienal in literature ; o con-
stant yearoing after luxury and pleasare, and & cowardiy shrinking
from seli-denial and pain; in short, an abardonment of the old
patbs trodden by the great and goou for new waye that only Jend
into cioud-land and confusion.”—>MIr, {}illies, 1n fact, wonld have
educrtion made religious, although he does not adopt the preseat
platl rm of the Bible.io-scheols party, * The mere readiog of the
Bible in the schools,” he eays, * will oot supply the religious educa-
tion that 13 necessary to turn out geood men and {rge. according to
my estimation. —hAr, Gillies, Levertbeless, though he shows some |
common & nse 1 dealing wih the defeels «f the system, dots not
geem ta us very clear o ke nolions as to how they are to be
amended. His 1deas ar certainly hazy as to Chiistian teachers to
whom he would assign the tash of mamtaiming for the children a
benlthy rchgious a'moaphere where tseir hearts and souls would
receive true Christian teaching, and to whom he would still forbid
theological teaching. © The leea of that,” hbe rays, - perLaps the
better, cepecially the human or mwan-made side of it.”~But to teach
religion withont the aid of theology muight seem 2 Toquirement
romewhat of the nature of that traditional ooe of making bricks |
witbont straw,—The Christian religion, it will be admitted by all !
who beiieve in it, 18 founded on Divine revelaticn, and what is J
theology unless the explapaticn of wbat that revelation containg? ‘
That the explanation is piven by mweans of men, mor.over, seems bat ;
consiatent since, in fact, ke revelation iteelf was so wade. We .
really do pot eee how Mr. Gillies 18 to escape from theology of one
kind or anctber, suppesing Christian teaching or influence to be(

brought in any way to besr. Tt is, Lowever, the erpecial penalty of
private interpretalivn, on which Mr, Giles scems in ag cxtreme
meaeure to rely, that, while it makes 118 boast of aveiding what M1,
Ghilies calls the bnman or man made side of theology, it dependsupen
tbat gide to the full extect premible, bringing it into play in an un-
authorised, izcapable, and uninstructed form—with the necessary f
resulte. Ho muoch, however, it is important {0 note, that Mr, (ullics |
the cbairman of a school committee, testifies to the inefficiency of the
secular eystem, and proncunces strorgly i favour of a rehigious |
educalivn.

that the convent in question was cute, . by forca—ns was also an-
other convent known as that of the Trent tre Cappueine. or Thirty.
three Capuchin Nuas, It is, however, 1ilec that 1he motive wrs

i complaints made by the parente of a young gi1l who had been in-

carcerated there, 1he motive, as expiained Ly a prominent Nes-
pelitan clergyman, the Rev. I'. Clemente M. Piseitelli, a larnabite
Father, and rector of the Church of Banta Maia i Caravaggio, at
Naples, in a letter to the Liverpool Cathelie Times, wans that the
promoters of ureligicn in the city might * ghow once mote their
hatred against religion and politically reanimate their party in
Naples for the next election,”” The nuns were subjected to iasult and
to violence, the veil being torn by the Prefect himself from the bead
of one of them. Two of them, also, ladies of advanced age, who
were confined fo bed by illness, were obliged to rise and come for-
ward for examination, The motives and discaveries alleged &are false
then, but the outrage and violence are true, Noria it troe, as alleged,
that the convent is known as that of the Bepoite Vive, or Buried
Alive, because the nuos on entering it have the burial service read
over them. It is so called because the mums who enter there are said,
in a phrase by no means uncommon, to be dead to the world, They
are, besides, for the most part ihe members of families of high posi-
ticn, who eould mot be ill-iredted with impunity  The Catholic
papeis bave published a Tuil and complete contradietion of the calum.
nies. Bnt espec.ally the Diwvarpost cathule Trmes, in reply to the
Lontton fdarly ¢ froicicl bas puliishied the lelter from Father Pisei-
tellr to which we have refoired, and the fraily hronicle admits that
the 1eport was  highly exaggerated,” The Liverpool Zvme- further
publishes the fo lowing letter received by it from ancther Neapolitan
correspondent, Professor H.torc de Angelis :—% The repoert enclosed
im your leder 18 true a8 ‘o the vielnt visit 1o the nonnery of the
Buried Alive ; 1s fulse, thorougily faice, as to the ' gh. chking discove-
ries.” Wrat sre flese diecovertes ' Every Italian man knew the
statntes of that community. Where aie these shocking discoveries
All thatissaid in thereport of the sixteen nnns fuund within in a state
bordesing con 1csanity 18 a b'ack, ubominable calumny. So is what

i 18 added of their clothes, of then demeanour, and what is seriously

saud, and I yet so unhkely, of their baving, maoy of them, forgotten
how to speak. Ou the contrary, Father Mascia, KEeclesiastical
Superior of that hermitage, 18 witness of tbe fact that all the autha-
tities present wondeied at seeing the robust heal h of the nune."—
We have, meantime, merely another instance of the virtual allisnce
existivg between Contiaental atheiste and English Protestants, —
Hatred agaipst all aspects of Curistianity was the motive of the
attack on the convent, and hutred of Catholicism obtained for it the
support of the English non-Tatholsic Press. And yel 1t m'ght have
been thought that, of itself alone, the reputation of Cardinal San
Felice, the Archbishop of Naples, under whose control the convents
in guestien are, would have been sufficient to ensure more cousidera-
tion on the part of Eoglich editors and jourcalists generally, A
prelate who, when the call comes, as it came to Car 1nal San Felice
a fow jcars age duning the Lime the cholera raged in the city, is
found ready for ceuds ot scil-sacrifice and devotion amennlirg t)
herotsm, is not one 1n cold bload, to sanction such alrocious horrors
ag those l3ingly reporled of the depalte Vive, Cardisal San Felice, 1n
fact, bas publicly protested agatost the outrage that h:s been com-
nitted, and, in case justice 13 sought in vain by him from theearthly
wuthorities, he sclemnly makes s appeal to Almighty God. O

| the partyw:f the nuns, bowever, the case will be breught into court

OUR heading is & strong one, but it is not stronger °

AN lban the circumetances werrant. A correspondent I
ABOMINABLE has Sevt us & paragraph containing & story of sen-
LIE, sational hotror that bas been going the ronnda ot

the Press regarding a convent koown as that of
the Bepolle Vive, or Buried Alive, at Naples. It i3 alleged in th s
piragraph that, ia conseguence of complaints made by the pareuts
of a young gul who tad been placed by them 1a the convent allud,d
to, ¢n acccunt of a love affsir which wes objectionable to them, the
Minister of Justice ordered the convent to be opened, and that when
the order was cheyed aixteen nuoe were found 11 & condition hardly
buman,— hali-starved, more than half-insane, filthy, and, in some
iog'ances, having lost the usc of their tcngues, Now it is quite true

and then the truth will be made undeniable, J31t too much to expect
that colonial editors who hase repreduced and identified themselven
with the ubominable lie will Liave the eomncon honesty to reproduce
its refutation !

Tuis werk, o the day we go to press, terminatca

A WORD OR TWO the 1ith grardurir g whielh the hrerary department
tOR OULSELVES of the Nrw ZBALAND TABLFT bas undergone no
AND For 80ME- alieration in 1ts per<onsel, We db not care to blow
BOLY ELSE  our owa trumpet too loudly, bat still we may ven-
BESIDES, ture to speak a word or two by way of remiader ta
our readers. We do not by any means claim to

have aftained at any time to perfection, Wa are, mn fict, conscicus of



