
that the convent in question was tnte. .by forc3-as was also an-
other convent known as thitof the Trent tra Cappucine. or Thirty-
three Capuchin Nuns. It is, however, ulso that the motive was
complaints maele by tho parents of a young giil whohad been in-
carcerated there, lhemniive, as explained by a prominent Nea-
politan clergyman, theRev. P. Clemente M.Piscitelli, a UarnabiteFather, and rector of the Church of Santa Maiia di Caravaggio, atNaples, in a letter to the Liverpool Catholic Tunes, was that the
promoters of irreligion in the city might "

show once more their
hatred against religion and politically reanimate their party in
Naples for thenext election." The nuns were subjected to insult and
to violence, the veilbeing torn by the Prefect himself from theheadof one of them. Two of ttum, also, ladies of advanced age, whowere confined to bed by illness, wereobliged to rise and come for-
ward for examination. The motives and discoveries allegedare falsethen,but the outrage and violeuce are true. Nor is it true,as alleged.
that the convent is known as thatof the Sepolte Vive, or BuriedAlive, because the nuns on entering it have the burial service read
over them. It is so called because thenuns who enter there aresaid
inaphrase by no means uncommon, to be dead to the world. They
are, besides, for the most part the members of familiesof high posi-
tion, who could not be ill-treated with impunity The Catholic
papeiq have published a full and completecontradiction cf the calum-
niep. But especially the livoipool <'atlmhi Timm, in reply to the
London /Ja/li/ (hitmuh ba« pnb'iahcd the letter from Father Pisci-
telh to which we have reft 1red, and the Ihuhj (hroidch- admits that
the leport was "" highly exaggeiatod," TheLiverpool Ttmt\ farther
publishes the fo lowing letter received by, it from anotherNeapolitan
correspondent, Professor E.torc tie Angehs :—

"
The report enclosed

in yout letter is true as to ihe violent visit to (henunnery of the
Buried Alive;is false, thoroughly false, a« to the 'shocking discove-
ries.' What are tLcse discoveries

'
Every Italian manknew the

statutesof that community. Where aie these shocking discoveries?
All that is said in the reportof the sixteen nuns found withinina state
boideiing on msanity is a back, abominablecalumny. So is what
is added of their clothes, of then demeanour, and what is seriously
said, and is yet so unlikely, of their having, many of them, forgotten
how to speak. On the contrary, Father Mascia, Ecclesiastical
Superior of thathermitage, is witness of the fact that all theautho-
litus present wondeied at seeing the robust heal h of the nuns."
We have,meantime, merely another instance of the virtual alliance
existing between Continental atheists and English Protestants.—
Hatred against all aspects of Christianity was themotive of tho
attack on the convent, and hatred of Catholicism ob'ained for it the
support of the English non-catholic Press. And yet it nvghthave
been thought that, of itbelf alone, the reputation of Cardinal BanFelice, the Archbishopof Naples, under whose control the convents
inqueßticn are, would have been sufficient to ensure more considera-
tion on the part of Enghth editors and journalists generally. A
prelate who, when the call comes, as it came to Car, inal San Felice
a few jcars ago during the time the cholera raged inthe city, is
found ready for e'eeds ot self-sacrifice and devotion amounting tj
heroism, is not one in cold blood, to sanction such airocious horrors
as ihoee lwngly reportedof the fcepolte Vive. Cardiual San Felice, in
fact, hbs publicly protested against the outrage that his been com-
mitted, and, in caße justice is sought in vainby him from theearthly
authorities, he solemnly makes his appeal to Almighty God. On
the partiof thenuns, however, the case »ill be brought into court
and.then the truth will bemade undeniable. Is it too much toexpect
that colonial editors who have rnprcduced and identified themselves
with the abominable lie will h»ve the comncon honesty toreproduce
its refutation .'

Our heading is a strong one,but it is not stronger
AN than the circumstances warrant. A correspondent

ABOMINABLE has sent us aparagraph containing a story of sen-
lie. sational horror that has been going the rounds of

the Press regarding a convent known as that of
the Sepolte Vive, or Buried Alive,atNaples. It is "alleged in th s
paragraph that, in consequence of complaints made by the parents
of a young gul whoIad bfeu placedby them inthe convent allucUd
to, on account of a love affair which was objectionable to them, the
Minister of Justice ordered the convent tobe opened, and that when
the order was obeyed sixteen nunß were found ina condition hardly
human,- half-starved, more than half-insane, filthy, and, in some
ios'ances, having lost theuse of their tongues. Now itis quite true

our readers. We do not by any means claim to
have attained at any time to perfection. We are,m fact, conscious of

This week, on the day we go to pre«F, terminates
A wordOR two the 15th yarduiup which th<; li'eraiy department
ior OITESE.LVES of the Nmv Zeai.am) Tablet has undegune no
AND fou some- alteration in its personnel. We d > n)t care to blow

body else our own trumpet too louJly, but still we may yen-

BtslDiS. ture to speak a word or two by wayof reminder to
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We do not know what may be the full moaning or
IMPORTANT, the full mini! of Mr. ,J. L. Gillies, Chairman cf

THOUGH BATHER theUnion Street School Committee, Dunedin,but,
hazy. in presiding at the breaking-up ceremony of the

school the other day, he spoke at least a word or
two that reads like common sense. Mr.Gillies, for example,con-
demned theBible-in-sch,ols folk,thoughnot exactlyinso many words,
as a lot of humbugs, wbcse sincerity was doubtful, and who were
doing more harm than good by the fuss they maae. Mr. Gillies,
however, holds very heretical notions as to the education of the
period which,according to an authority quoted by him, is not only
ineffectual in itself, but calculated alßo to produce deleterious
effects. Its fruits are"

Musicians who cannot play, and artists who
cannot draw ;linguists who are ignorant of thiir own language,
and canread and write no other ;a taste for themeretricious in art
the chimerical inscience, and the sensational inliterature ; « con-
stant yearning after luxury and pleasure, and a eowaidiy shrinking
from self-denial and pain; in abort, an abandonment of the old
paths trodden by the great and goon for new waysthat only lead
into cloud-land and confusion.I'— Mr. Gillies, in fact, would have
education made religious, although he does not adopt the present
platf mi of the Bible-in-fchoolsparty. "

The mere reading of the
Bible in the schools," he eaya, " will not supply the religious educa-
tion that i=i necessary to turn out good men and true, according to
my estimation. '—Air. Uilhcs, Levertbele^s, though he Bhows some
common s< nse in dealing with the defects <f the system, dots,not
seem to us vtrv cU'ai in his notions as to how they are to be
amended. His ideas ar<' cuitainly hazy as to Chiistian teachers to
whom he would assign the task of maintaining for the children a
healthy religious a'mosphere where their hearts and souls would
receive true (.hnstian teaching, and to whom he would still forbid
theological teaching. '"

The less of that," he cays, '" perLaps the
better, et-pecially the human or man-made side of it."— But to teach
religion without the aid of theology might seem a requirement
somewhat of the nature of that traditional one of makingbricks
without straw.

—
The Christian religion, it will be admitted by all

who believe in it, is founded on Divine revelation, and what is
theology unless the explanationof what that revelation contains ?
That the explanationis givenby means of men, moreover,seems but
consistent since, in fact, the ievelation itself was so made. We
really do not gee how Mr.Gillies is to escape from theology of one
kind or another, supposing Christian teaching or influence to be
brought in any way to besr. It is, however, the especial penalty of
private interpretation,on which Mr. Gillies seems in an extreme
measure torely, that, while it makes its boast of avoiding what Mi,
Gillies calls the human or man made side of theology,itdependsupon
that side to the full extent possible, bringing it into play in an un-
authorised, incapable, and uninstructed form

—
with the necessary

results. So much, however,it is important tonote, that Mr. Gillie?,
the chairman of a school committee, testifies to the inefficiency of the
secular system, and pronounces strongly in favour cf a religious
education.


