
(From an occasional Correspondent.)
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TWitb^° re,th,anordinary amoant ofhere inBt.Joseph'sschoolroom on Wednesday evening last WhenItell youIrefer to tbeannualentertainmentgivenby the DtominicSnun.,your readers willnot be surprised that suchUterestasihavementioned is manifested in what isregarded here as, and what faS ° w2>Ub
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QBical and dramati° treatof?bc yTar 0the White Stone City." Long before the hour appointed for thecommencement of the entertainment arrived, the capaciousShoolroom wascrowded toexcess, and when the curtain weKpreciselyat 8 o'clock there wasnotevenstanding.room available. AsparkKoperetta,entitled '<Dick Whittington," by tbe pupils of ft JosephSchool, which wasacted and staged splendidly, opened a flnTSro!gramme Heller's"Tarantelle," as played on three pianosbyTheMtseesHarming,Dooley,and Proctor, was a real musical treat theexecution being admirable and particularly noticeable This' fin*performanceserved to form anindicationof what was to be expectedlater on and inthis expectation tba audience werenot destined todisappointment Miss Haggie deserved tbe applause whichertetedher rendering of Warner's '" To the Woods." This youn/lady£swlnl^eMe
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"
Qai Vive."carefully played onthree pianos by the MissesE.and L.Grave,deLambert,Reid G Ri h-mood,and B.Davey followed,and was re-demanded. "May Bells"avery prettybutratherdifficult vocalduet wassung withfioishand ex*prtasionby tteMisses Proctor and Harming. The next item on theprogramme was,however, the piecepar emcellenoe of tbe evenine ISnT K
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«.ture to "Semiramide" brilliantly playedonthree pianos by the Misses Looley, Harming, L. Grave, andL.andJLr «n, n^' T?eße yy°UDg ladie* deße"e BPecial fortheir splendid execution and first-class interpretation of the abovevery difficu.t composition— whicb is one tbat it requires more thanft!«^ fl

f ft*"? tQ Pl^.^^which but serves todemonstratethe merit of their fine performance, whichmust have been the resultof assiduous practicing. Cowen's "Tbe Children's Home" witbviolinobbhgato by Miss Hanniog was sung by Mi.s Proctor with thatyoung ladys customary ability. Goria's "
March Triumphale

"
splendidly played on two pianos by Misses Harming and Proctorbrought tbe musical portion of the entertainment— to the regret of aRreat many-to a close. However these regrets werequickly dis-pelledin the amusement which followed. A comedietta in two actsbearing the title of

"
Mi83 Camduff. next of kin»as playedby theyoung ladies whose names are mentioned hereafter was to use alaminar term "an immense saccess," and would "take"under the same conditions almost anywhere. The principalcharacters Fanny, Mildred, Sheila and Biddy were entrustedrespectively to the Misses Proctor, Harming, Richmond,and Dooleywho deservecommendation for the able manner in which they oneand all, acquitted themselves./The jdramatic ability displayed bythose whose names Ihave mentioned would be no disg.ace tothemembers of aoy professional troupe, a sentiment which found ex-lnTin^m %°? thß ?* many at thetwn"n«u>n of theperformance,
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R knJa u-Tcbaracte"J« re dby the MissesCleland, B. ani G. Richmond, and White, who made the most ofihpVnnf^s! P
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art8\..T,_be B[a*in* of "AUH 'il Zealandia," bythe pupils of St. Joseph'sbrought to a termination one of the mostsuccessful entertainmentse>er given here. Thezealous order of StIJonunic are toba congratulated on the success which has rewardedtheir labours-winch could not have been by any means l.ght-intheir endeavour to placebefore the public euch an exceedingly hieh-class entertainment, and the residents of Oamaru, in turn, are to becongratulated onhaving resident in their midst such exponentsofmusic and the drama as the members of this order undoubtedly areproofs of which have been afforded on inaumerabla occasions Itrust the financialresult was as satisfactory to the promoters as theirentertainment was to tbe audience. If such were the case,Ithinkthey wouldbe bynomeansdisappointed,rather, Ishouldsay theirraoit sanguineexpectations would be more than realisedA BupplemeDtary bazaarto liquidate the debt rpmaining on theConventbuild, ugs h*re takes placein the Athenoeum Hall on the Ist2nd,and 3rd January next (when Ihave no aoubt thepublic wil
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flr?h n1?"n1?"deßCrlbed » and their °hildren withedacationthat will fit them to takeboiourablepositions in lite), by comingto!ne Sebtnrnln
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' giV'Dg.Wl °r h6r mite *""*" '^gthe debton such a deaerviag institution, aad thereby relieving ihenunsof whatmust be to thema serious encumbrance
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WhJSifjTt" thiß Jear P.romi6e* t0 be a very poor one here.

evidently of a religious turn of mind suggests recourse to pravV/to
the various churches, whilst others apparently devoidscout this idea as ridiculous,and suggest the firing of cannons gunsand,in fact,anything that willcreate a noise. Ithink someof themwouldhave thehardihood to suggest letting off a packetTc£*S?AllIsay is let us hope for thebeet. crackers.

Messrs A.&T. Ingus, George street, Dunedm, have recently com-pleted alterations and improvements by meana of which theii estab-lisbment has been placed in apositionhardly to be surpassed by thatoccupied by any house of business in tbe colonies. The wareroomscover a vast spaceof ground,and are fitted up in a style that maydefy rivalry, frovision, also, has beenmade for abundanceof light,and intending purchasers need be under no apprehension respectingthe facilities given for judging of the things offered for sale. Th«principal wareroomsareon the gronnd floor, where goods to suit allpossible requirements are shown in almost endless variety. Thereare,besides, two galleries,oneon the first andanother on the second
story, bothof unusnal size, and also filled withthe excellent stock ofthe firm. Tbeße galleries, which, indeed, may be looked uponmoreas large and roomy apartments than galleries properly so called,owing their claim to be galleries only to the wide opening ia the'middle, by which the roomson the ground floorare lighted from theskylights above, are reached by broad and convenient flights
of stairs. A similar flight we may add, leads from theupper gallery on to fhe roof, which is flat and leaded— and
whence a fine view is obtained of the city and the surroundingscenery. The sky-lights which are extensive, are on the plan ofthsse by which the saloon of a ship is lighted. The manneral«o inwhich tbe building is fiaishedon the inside does infinite credit toallthose whohad any part in it. Both the design and workmanshipareadmirable. As to tbe stock by which the establishment is filled it isalmost sufficient of iiself to furnish ar» exhibition. The question,mfact, is not what doesit, tut what does it not, contain1 Drapery andmillinery ;clothing of allkinds; furniture from the most luxuriousarticles tbat cangracea drawing-room, to the ordinarynecessaries ofthe kitchen;beading and bedsteads;delft and china ;theuseful
and the oruameutal; pictures, niuk-nacks

—
everything in saort.The need must be unique and the taste whimsical which cannot besatisfie-Jby whatis to be found here. The establishment, indeed,is

worth a visit, evenif the only object be to witness the wonders that
enterpriseis capableof performing.

Friday, December 26. l«90 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.

Stonba testimonyas to the non existence of <" Russell Ready"
lL?H°«n/ pf * tßlegram fr°m **'***** OoDn'the Poli<« officermutant is Palmerston. Sergeant Conn, in answer to an inquiry,wires as follows:-"No person named Russell Ready living inPalmewtou dwtnet." The person signing himself « Russell Ready"
rod

OtaSo Daily Ttmes, is, therefore, liar as well as

AN OAMARU LETTER.

(Nelson Colonist,December 13.)Benevolent theorists and official bnsybodies for some timepastdevoted themselves torunning downthe system, andconsequentlythe services to humanity renderedunder it,in accordance withwhichour Orphanages and Industrial Schools have been conducted. Thecryof both was, tbat neglected and orphan children ought ondo
account mingle in the sameinstitution witb those convicted of anycrime. At the firstblush thereseems tobe somethingso fair and just
in the propositionthat many a sensible man has beenharried intoassenting toit without enquiry. To many it presented itself as aself-evidentproposition, wnich toquestionor deny implieddefectivereasoaingfaculties. la the course of the disou«ioa iv the Legis-lative Council on a Bill dealing with Industrial Schools, it wasproposedtoadd a clause thatwouldhave madeItnecessarytoprovidenew institutions toreceivethe onec!as9 or theother,aait wasintendedto make their continuance under the sam« roof unlawful. For-tunately there werepresent some who were notpreparedto surrendertheir judgments at thebiddingof either enthusiastsor officials, so aCommitteewasjappointedtoenquire fully into whatis now done,andasto tbeneed,or otherwise of the changesdemanded. A greatmassofevidence was taken,andit isnothingmor« than the baretruth tosay,that by far the most important witness, the only one, in fact, whospoke onevery branch of tha question with the authority and weightof personal experience, was our much respected fellow citiz n, tbeVery B^v.Father Maboney. On the surface there was the difficultyof drawingthe line between theneglectedand thecriminal ;andnextof dealing with tbestill moraintricate problemof toecircumstancesunder which,and the probabilitiesof tbe reformation of infantscon-demnedas wicked because they had been before a Court. Noonedenied orcould deny that, except in rare instances, the pure babes,as they werestyled, whohadnot been found guilty of acriminal act,were living inprecisely the same state, with the sameevilsurround-
ings andexamples as those it was thoughtlessly, yet cruel y. soughtto stamp witb tbe infamy of a lepulaive uame. Tbese dreadfuloffenders were guilty of the unpardonable Bin of being caugot. It
w*s proved that, as a rule, the great majority of both classes werefrom dwellings— homes they could seldom be truly called— of tha
BHme description. Their associates were the same; they revelled inthe same gutters;aad their petty pilferings ware shared. FatherMahon y, by bis plain, direct statement,upset t»e proposalsof thoseasignorant of the managementof lodu trial Schools as ofall elsa per-taining to reformition in preference to punishment. Hia longexperienceand sympathetic observationshowed him that separationfrom vioious surroundings is *8 effectual for good where a cbildhappensto havebeenbefore a Magistrateas withone whose fortune
itis tohave escaped detection. In no true eeuse can childrenoftender years, who have brokena law whose very existeuce wasun-known to them,be called criminals. When admitted to that nobleinstitution bo longunder Father Mahoney's fosteringcare, those whohavebeen convicted areinformed that all knowledgeof their mis-conduct willbe cmfined to those in charge. Thus all are on theearne footingat entry as tocharacter, aadin theirsubsequent conductnodifference is to be discovered. The neglected are in no wayinjured, while the criminal emerges without taint, and conduct!himself as well as those it was alleged he would certainly corrupt.A practical refutationof thespeculative doctrine of the necessity of
separation is found in the fact, tbat the applican s for boys trainedat Stokearealways in excessof the number whose time has expired.The Committee wasconvincedhow excelleuta work wa9 being done,and in their report approved the methods now in force as tending togood.
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