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the eayiog is. We see, then, that the explanation that the State
means the people is, a8 we bave maid, an indefinite one—but then, we
admit, it would not eeem one whit the more comtorisble were it as
clear and fixed ag anything could possibly be. The people working
their sweet will withont restriction have ever proved themselves the
most relentless of despote,

RBoman Hotes,

Tue Holy Fatker, in ap audiepce recently granted by him to Mon-
signor Abuliopan, Chaldean Patniarch of Babylon, pratefclly acknow-
ledged the impartial end just treatmeat grven by the Sulian to his
Majesty’s Catholic subjects.

The Pope, in a letter addressed to the Abbé Brugidon, the Presi-
dent of the Bociety of the Adorszione Ripatatnice, whese epecial
tndertaking is the erection by way of reparation of churches in the
newly-built guarters of Bome, accepts with pleasnre the proposal
that the firar church so built should be dedicated in honour of &t
Joachim, his Holiness' patren eaint. It is koped that this church
a8 well as the Irish national church of 8t, Patrick will be completed
in time to commemorate the Pope'a episcopal jubilee.

The uneaginess of the Italisn Government Lae again been made
menifest, this time in & prohibition issued by the Minister of War to
military bands against the performance by them of " Garibaldi's
Hymn " aod the * Marseilaise,” The Government, realising the
uncertainty of its position, dreads anything that can excite the re-
volutienary epirit.

An amusing instanee of the biter bit bas recently cccurred in
certain reports published to the effect that Boghish Catholics were
mgitating for the election of a national Pope, to rule the Enslish
Cborch, Corsidering the repeated mttem pt to convinee the Varican
ot Irist disaffrction, and the quarter whenee it proceeded, the report
in guestion cannot be louked upon as wholly undeserved,

The Figare has published an interview between Siganor Crispi
aod one of 1ts representatives, which bas caumsed wome sensation at
Bome, The Premier is repritsented as assuming the tone of ano
autocrat and layivg down the iaw in a very independent and im-
perative manner, Nor did Signor Crispi coafine bis authoritative
utterances to Italian affairs, He spoke, for example, with much
assumption also concerning Germany, which, he said, if the occasion
arose, he would prevent from going to war with France, He like-
wite guaranteed the good wil and peaceable dispomtion of the
German Emperor, The Premier, in short, threw off the veil and
appeared, 85 he really is, the dictator of Italy. In assuming the
character of arbiter of Europe, nevertheless, he possibly went too
far. No potentate can sucoessfully exceed she rescurces of Ing
country,

The latest false report prevalent with regard to Ireland was to
the effect that the four Irjsh archbishops wih the senior suffragan of
esch provicce had been summoned 1o BRome. There was not, of
course, A word of truth in the matter., How the report originated 1t
is impossible to eay, but its source may be gathered from the fact
tbat it first appeared in the columns of the London Tublet, From
this fact 1ta deagn, as well ag 1ts gource, may be easily conjectured,

A serious accident hag ocenrred to the catbedral of Biena, arising
from the carelesaness of rome plumbers 11 leaving a versel of burming
coals on the roof. The contequence has been the destruction of the
zinc covering of the dowe and balcony. Fortunately nome of the
marvels of art which the cathedral contains have beeo 1njured, owing
chiefly to the pereonal exertions of Mgr, Zio1, the Archbishop,

The state of misery which has of late years prevailed in the
country is slill increaring, Emigration to Arerica seems the only
hope of the upfurtunate people. No wonder the phantom of revo-
lution keeps well within the view of the Goverpment, for it ¢can
bardly seem possible that the masses can much longer besr their
sufferiog in patience,

In the person of Cardinal Hergenrother, whoee desth occurred
early in October, the Church bas lost one of her moat learned mem.
bers.  As an ecclesiastical historiap, the Cardinal bas left worka of
great erudition and inestimable value. Ris chief service to religion,
however, was probably that rendered by him in confuting the un-
bappy Dr. Dollinger, exposing the fallacy of bis arguments, and
checking the growth of tbe schism of which he was the anthor, A
fact especially remarkable in this coomection 18 that the Cardinal
bad himielf been a favourite pup:l of Dillinger's at the Universily
of Munich. He was a native of Wiirtzburg, where he was born in
Beptember, 1824,

The Holy Father has addressed sn encyclieal letter to the
bisbops, clergy, and people of Italy, His Holiness takes jor 1is
theme the loss of faith to be feared for the country, and which it je
the determination of the secret socieiies to bring about. The Pope
dwells especially on the particular meana ad: pted by these sccieies
to secure 1heir netarious evde—in the secularisation of the rchools
and colleges. * This,” be rays, “ is putting tbe axe to 1he root ; nor
can there be imagined a means more univereal and maore effective to
withdraw society, the {amily and indimiduoals, from the influence of
the Church and of the £311th,"—The cecychceal 18 throughount of re.
markable force and vigour,

8T. PATRICK'S COLLEGE, WELLINGTON,

—————
( Erening Post, December 5.)

AN wnoual event to wnich particular interest 18 attached by s con-
siders ble section of the commumty —namely, the distribution of prizes
to the pup:ls belooging to St. Patrick’s College, took place last
night The ceremony wad performed in the [arge schoolroom, which
was motae than comfortably filled at half past 7 o'clock, and late
visitc1s had to be accommodsted with chairs io the corridor, The
reem was beantifully decorated with ferna, flowers, works of art
executed by the pupils, and numergns devices. Amongst those
present were Hia Grace Archbishop Redwood, Hon. Dr Grace, Very
Rev  Father Leterrier, Very Rev, Father M‘Namara, Very Rev. T.
M'Kenna (Masterton), Rev, Father Kerrigan, Brother Mark, of the
Maris- Brothers’ Schuol, and several well-known eity gevtlemen, as
weil, of c urse, asthe Very Rev. Dr, Watters and the College staff,

The proceedings were commenced with a coceert, at which the
mueical and elocutionary abilities of the pupils were very aptly dia-
played. The College Band, under Bandmaster Uimine, opened the
first and second parts of the pregramme. The College choir, under
Fatber Brazmeier, sang a number of choruses and part songs, The
orchestra, under Mr. T, Trowel, rendered several capital instramental
pleces ; Maaters B. Cimino, J. Henley, C. Kimbell and E. Harper
piavoforte doets, and Masters P. J. Garvey, W, Crombie, and G. H,
Harper recitations. The coocluding 1tem of the concert was the
New Zealand National Hymn, composed by Mr, C. 8, Thomas, which
wae sung by the ehoir with good effect. Mr, W. Baymond presided
at the pano.

Afier the concert, Dr, Watters rose for the purpose of ssgking
the Archbishop to present the prizes, but before doizg 8o he ad-
dressed the assemblage, The rev. gentleman said :—My Lord
Arcbbishop,—We have now come to the end of the academic year,
[t remains but to award the palms of honour, With your indul.
gence I would bridge over the interval that divides expectant students
from the homourable awards and decora ions that, at theend of a
college] year, signifys excellence in accomplishments and general
ptogress in matters of education, Our duty is to try 0 impart know-
ledge, and within the narrow limits of immarure rec ptivity to train
intelleet, will and heart. For every ecoeme of educatio: put f.r-
ward by unprofessional experimentalists, who have ou more right ‘o
thec rige in matters of education thar they have to write 8 prescrip-
tion in medicine or give an opimon upon a point of common law—
every scbeme that starves the heart at the expense of 1nteilect aod
will has writteo ite name on the face of the world 1o the experieuce
of recording ages; wrnitten 1ts name down deep in the nalies of
failure, In vain do we look along the avenues of time for results
commensurate with ghib promise, and we cnallenge the right of
latter-day sages to at empt to remove land warks of religion, that,
clear and bright, stand cut in the recorde of great countrics attesting
the convictions of cur fathers We turn to the great centres of
apcient thought and culture ; to the twin sieters, Athenms and Alex.
andria, and we note the hideous develupment of the toeory that the
beautifnl 18 the highest 1deal to be realis.d, Look at 1t e cutcome.
The forces of nature were transformed 10to 1mmortal gods, and these
gods were transcripts of the worst and bas:st pas-ions of the buman
neart. 8o much 8o that there 15 nmo concewvable form of moral de-
pravity taat it dees not find 1te counterpart in one or o'her of the
gods of ancient Greece Nor did home fare better, Wuth the de.
pravity of Giesce Rome’s master gift wis a passion for law and
order, organisation and conquest, While Greece held undisputed
sway 10 the realm of mind, Bome eulogisel 1n the sphere of action
and ruled sapreme in the difficult and the conerete.  fhough she
raled with iron will over a hupdred million souls she failed to achieve
a pertmanent pre-enemince 1o political and martial hife,  Rigid die-
cipline and strensth of arm and power of will gave way at lagt, aver-
boroe asthey were by the flood of corrapiron which generated out of
the heart ani rushing through every artery at lesgth swept over the
Empire like a resistless sea, and prepaced the way for decline and
fall. Because one endowment of her natare was excieded, becavse
these cations tsught not and practised nit the law of love 10 the
dirire sepss of the term, the rizbt hend lost 1ts emonins, 1hewr
methods resuited 10 gigaptic failure, and their end 18 written 10 the
bock of shame, I would fain show you by contrast the virality of
other nations which recogmsed the human heart, and which, while
leaving notbing to desire in the matter of progre:s, never overlooked
toe heart with te cravings, 1 will point to the Christian pations i
the west of Europe, a8 long as they made religion their guide, That
thin lesson is not lost on the people of the cclony, 1his college, so
widely differentiating from the -ystem of education now in vopue. is
poeitive and emphatic proof, Our position is severely logical, We
capnot avail ourseives of the systems of education in which we do
not believe, nor can we allow our children to enter uneguipped ioto
the battle of life; and with a severity of logic whkich every right-
minded m*n must admire, we put our hande dowu deep 1nto our own
pockets, and we build a laboratory of education equal to apy in the
land ; but 1nvested with the essential gusraniy that the course of
knowledge from dawn to dark shall be interwoven with the trutos
of Divine revelation and the solemn teachings of 1iviee and
natural law. It is resssoring to koow that the gresat miands ot the
day are with us on this head. I apeak not of Ireland, which through
sunshice and shade has never surrendered her oltimatum that
rehigion shall form the corner etone of the arch and the pinnacle of
the cdifice of education, But I would ask 18 there m Enpg.and a
man uf note, 15 there a family of repute, is there a parent with a
sense of responeibility, that #1li voluutarily sabmit their childron to
the chill and chil.ing atmoesphere of the secuiar schools 7 I will quote
for you the words of the recognpired leader of pohtical thought 1n
Eneland ; of the vereatile Marguis of dalisbury, Prnime Minister, of
whom Justin McCarthy, in his ' History of our own times,” says
“thut he wae the ablest ecicn of Tory nob: ity in the Houose of Com
mons,"”"  You will admit that bis name will compare favoursbly with
those logicians of tecond-rale order, and respectable nobodies who
flaunt their theores against so called * 18me 7 1o the obliging columag



