
BETHOGBESSION.
The false pretensionsof the period are in nothing
made more manifest than they are in this matter

of education. By nothing is it made plainer that the
worldhas virtually returned to where it was in times that are now
condemnedas comparatively benighted. When all plausible argu-
ments brought forward against denominational schools fail this
becomesevident. They tell us our schools are leesefficient, but we
Bhow them that they are undeniably more so. They say our system
is morecostly, but weprove it tobe less so. Then they exclaim—Yourschoolsproduce criminals. And whatis this in fact ? An adapta-
tion of the old accusation on which thapenal laws were based. Yourreligion produces rebels, the Catholics were told; bence it isnecessary to restrain you, and, in consequence, the priest and theschool master were outlawed and all the other villany likewise
ensued. The principle on which we are now plunderedin support
of a system of which we cau make nouse, is the same,in short, as
that on which a. former generationwasopenly deprivedof its estates
»nd its personaleffects. Another argument is to the effect that it isdesirable to do away with all religious disagreements among the
people and to establish one uniform rule of harmony among them,
to es'ablish,in fact, a reignof indifferenceas regards religion. Buthere again, wehave the penaldays returned upon us. QueenEliza-beth, for example, was exactly of euch a mind. She would brookno
religious variance among her people. Consequently, attendance atthe parish church wasmade obligatory under penaity of heavy fines—not to speak of other means of a more extreme kind. But thisillustrationseems to us particularly appropriate, considering the finenow leviedon Catholics who desire to follow the dictatesof conscience.Again, Louis XIV. was bent on uniformity of religious opinionamong bis people. As a consequence his Majesty organised theDraggonades and revoked theEdict ofNantes. The principle of reli-gious persecution, therefore, has been re-introduced in these
enlightened times of ours, and expediency only can determine thedegree in wbic>> it is to be enforced, or the cases to which it is to be
applied. There ii still another p.ea unbluabingly advanced for
which weseem to look in vaio for a precedent, even iv tbe times of
acknowledged persecution, that is, that the minority must in all
things submit to the will of themajority. But what infamy is there,
in fact, that can not tbos be justified1 The negroesof the slaveStates, for example, were a minority. Therefore, according to this
argument, all tbehorrors described in Mrs.Stowe's famous book-
matters most profitable to the majority— were justified. There is no
scheme of confiscation, no act of oppression, no public crime that
could not be justified weresuch an argumentadmitted. Fiatjustitia
mat cwlum, so ran a motto of the ancient world. But, for ourpart— " nousaeonschange tout cela '— we have founda better axicm.or
one, at least, more suited to the spirit, if not to the pretensions of
the day. Lst us do justice only to the big numbers

—
Providence

favours the big battalions—
and as for the small ones, let usmake our

profit of them, Let the sky keep in its place and justice take its
chance. There, then,is our enlightened period before us, our /in de
sieclc, emulating the persecutions of Queen Bess or the Graud
Monarque,and inventing aplea of policy that would havemade the
heathen world blush for Bhame. The augury certainly is not pro-mising for a Dew country— a new country, moreover, apparently
making a new departure.

sixorone Ere,
Itis an ill wind, they say, that blows nobody good.

,For our own part,if our attitude on the education
question removes us from tbe ordinary sphere of

politics and places us without the reach of party coosiderations, we
have still our consolation. We do not, for example, feel any of the
devouring anxiety that just now possesses theminds of the majority
of our neighbours—

whether they be on the one side or the other.
We can, therefore, take a calm view of affairß and await develop-
ments without impatience. Not bo, however, our old acquaintances
of the Conservative camp, nor yet our futurebenefactors, as wemay
hope they may prove tobe— wno are newly come to the surface, and
who,or at least aime of whom, boast their proclivities tobe socialis-
ttc. Ibere is on the one si ie a 1 njing to see bir Harry Atkinson
bold on, by at least the skia of bis teeth— -in the forljrn hope, nc
doubt, that something may happen before the new Parliamentmeete

ANINDEFINITE

ARTICLE.

WHAT is tbe State ? Everything we have been
told is to come to us from the State, and, being
desirous of knowing to whom we should be in-
debted for such great benefits, we have asked wnat

is the State ? and received for our answer
—

the people. We are
dull enough, neverthe'ess, to find the answer indefinite. Is it the
peopleforming each bia own judgment for himself, forming it on suffi-
cient grouode, and with due enlightment, prudence,andmoderation?
And what guarantee can we have that this is possible 1 la it the
whole people, or only their mijority / Are minorities, even large
minorities only exceededby a vote or two,hopelessly tobe excluded,
and to submit to the sentence passed on them by the equityof the
period— namely that of obeying the will of the majonty, let it be
ever so UDJust ? Is it the people instructed and enlightened, and
making independent use of their instruction and enlightenment 1
Or thepeopleratherstupid— "mostly fools," says Carlyle

—
andsome-

what idle, sent to school, perhaps, but not having given much
attention to their books, or if bright mdattentive not so instructed
by what was placed before them, as tohave profitedmuch mora lly or
intellectually, but especially morally? Is it the people in a calm
and temperate frame of mind acing for themselves, or the p eople
excited aDd misled by demagogues1 Is it the people actuated
by a noble public spirit, or the people respectively seeking
their own ends ? Is it the people, in fact, as they
exist in theory aDd on paper in the study of some philosopher, or
would-bephilosopher,or the people as they exist inreality and in
the flesh, and as we have,moreor less, todo with them and toguard
against them every day in the week, Sundays not excepted ? Is it
the peopledeveloped, as >ye are told they will be in the time of our
grand-children of a fifthor sixth generation,or the old creatures we
have known,guided by prejudice, swayed by passion, andnow and
then goaded anddriven half mad by panic ? If the former, letus
consider ourselves blessed inbeingpermitted to wait until the happy
developmenthas been fully worked out— when, for instance, tha last
man, according to Saint-Simon's doctrine, consumes the last
drop of water left in the world, and dies a raving maniac— that we
may enjoy their benefactions. But, if tbe latter, let us make the
best of a bad bargain, deplormg the plight into which a miserable
fate has cast us,and expecting the worst— for bad will be our best,ac
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most efficacious means, he says, although, undoubtedly, of a rather
slow effect, would be that of an appeal to moral influences, of reviv-ing the idea of duty superior to the calculations of a sterile egotism,of reaffirming family organisation and habits, of re-attaching the
people to theirhomes, by fortifying them against mischievousseduc-tions. Bat this,he adds, would be to runcounter to the policyof theday, aDd,hitherto, nothing better baa been found to cure this evilof
sterility, of which we complain, than to flatter the instincts which
have contributed to create it. It is evident, then, that generations
educated in eecular schools are morally inferior to those who havebeen educatedreligiously— and that, as parents especially, they aremuch lees respectable. Could our contemporary's question, in fact,
receive a more significant or amoreconclusive answer.

to give him anadvantage. After Sir Henry Atkinson the deluge I
Though what Sir Harry has done during his long tenure of office to
prevent the deluge,it would,perhaps,be difficult toaay. Nay, might
itnot be argued that, having donenothing to prevent it, he had pre-
pared the way for its flowing ini The potentateto whom the say-
ing we have adapted is attributed certainly did bo. Under Sir
Harry's management of affairs, at any rate, the discontent arosel
andgrew that has culminated bo far in the return of the Socialist^
Members. On the other hand, Mr. Ballance is quiteready to accept
officeat onee

—
indeed,it appears that he would pr. fer todo so. An

opportunity would thusbe given tohim, he tells us ineffect, todevise
a policy which he might introduceon the meetingof Parliament, so
that no unnecessary delay should take place in the bounding and
leaping forwardofthe colony. And,naturally, there isa good dealof
anxiety felt among Mr. Ballance's follower that he shouldbe given
his way in the matter. Buta great deal is implied in the attainment
of power by the new Membere. We await from it, for instance
the clear demonstration that, after all, and contrary to the general
opinion and experienceof the world,only contradictedhereand there
perhaps,bj the inevitable exception that proves the rule—statesman-
ship is a quality easily acquired— more, that it is born with the
ordinary individual and only needs that an opportunity should be
given him to bring it triumphantly inio play. We conclude, mean-
time, that suchpopular governmentsashavebeenhithertoestablished
fall shortin some particularor another. They,perhaps,hampertheir
members by insisting on something more than the sweet simplicity
of complete inexperienceand want of training. If, for example,the
artisan,pure and simple, taken, all unprepared, from his last or his
goose, takes anyprincipal part in theFrench Legislature, itis to be
feared that the precedent is unfortunate. The condition of the
workingman, which forms the criterion of the period,at least leavo8
much tobe desiredinFrance. InFrance,moreover,under apopular
form of Government the populationregularly decreasee, threatening
the very existence of the nation. In I-aly, again, a
more popular form of Government has been attended by extreme
destitution among the peopl* and the depopulation of the country
throughemigration. Letushope,therefore, thatsome element enters
into the popular forms of government respectively prevailing in
those countries, perhaps a wider knowledge of the world among
themembers and,consequently,adeeperinfection withguile, that will
net be found to prevailamong our oar own Social democracy. How-
ever, as we have said, for our own part we look on with comparative
indifference. For us there is not much to choose between Conserva-
tive and Socialist, and we shall watch their struggle with anequal
mind, gaining, at least, all the benefit we canin an enlargedexperi-
ence.
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