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nation ; from the laws, and from all that is official life, avery
religioun idea and inapiration is systematically banned, when it is not
directly antagonised ; the public wanifestations of Oatholic faith and
piety are either prohibited, or under vain pretexts hampered in a
thousand ways, The family is deprived of its foundation and its
religlons coostitution by proclaiming what they call * civil
matrimony,” and by the instruction which they require shall be
altogether secular, from the primary elements even to the higher
instroction of the Universities ; so that the new generations, so far as
depends on the Btate, are, as 1t were, obliged to grow up without any
idea of religion, wholly devoid of the first and essential notions of
their dutiea towards God, This is putting the axe to the root, nor
can thers be imagined a means more univerral and more efective to
withdraw eociety, the family and iudividuals from the infinence of the
Church and of the faith, *“ By all manner of means gap clericalism
(or Catholicity) io ite foundations, and in the very sources of its life,
that is, in the school and in the family,” is the anthentic declaration
of Masgonic writers,

It will be said that this happeas not alone in [taly, but that it is
a system of governmeut to which Statea are generally conforming,
We reply that this does not desiray, but rather coofirma what we say
of the intentions and of the actions of Masonry in Italy, Yes this
eystern is adopted and put in practice wherever Freemasonry exercises
its impious action, and asthis sect is widely spread, hence it follows
that the anti-Christian aystem also is very largely applied.

Bat its application is more rapid and more general, and is
pushed more to extremes in those couatries whose governments are
more under the action of the sect and promote ite interests more.
And, by evil fortune, in the nnmber of these countries is at present
new lialy, It is not a thing of to-day that it is subject to the 1m-
pious, maleficent 1nfluence of the secta; but for sume time past these
baving become abgolutely dominant and most powertul, tyrannise
over it at will. Here tbe direction of pubhe affairs, in that which
concerns religion, i wholly conformable to the aspiralions of the
secta; which for their carryiog-out, find in the depositoiies of the
public powers declared abetors and docile instrument, The laws
adverse to the Oburch and the meusures offensive to 1% are first pro-
posed, decreed, and resolved in the bogom of the assemblies of (he
sects ; and it is sufficient that anything whatscever may have a sort
of appearence, though distant, of bringing scora or evil tn tue
Charch, to see it forthwith favoured and promoted. Amongst the
most recent facts we will recall to mind the approval of the new
Penal Code ; in which that which they desired with the greatest
tenacity, notwithetanding all reasons fo the contrary, was the adop-
tion « f the artictes against the clergy, whick corstitute for that body
a5 it were, an exceptional law, and they go 8 far as to conaidar as
criminal some acts which are for 1t most sacred daties of the ministry,
The law upon the opere pie (charitable insttations), by wnich the
whole pairimony of charity, sccutnulated by the piety and by the
religion of our ancestors in the shadow and under the tutelage of the
Church, bas been withdrawn from all its action and interference ;
that law had been already, during many years, promoted in the meet-
ings of the sect}!just because itsbould inflict & naw injury on the
Ohurch, dimvish her social influence, snd suppress at one blow a
great quantity of bequeste for parposes of worship, To this 1a
added the em:nently sectaran work, that s, the erection of the monu-
ment to the notorious aposiate of Nols, promo’ed, dztermined oo and
carried out by the assistsnce and the favour of the ruling anthorities
of Freemasonry, which by tbe very mouth of the most anthoritative
interpreters of the thought of the sect, did not blush to confessita
aim end declare i sigmficance, The scopa was to scorn the Papacy
the sigmficance is that it ia now desired to subatitate for the Catholic
faith the most absolute liberty of examination, of criticism, of
thought and of conscience ; ana it is well known wLat such language
means i the mouths of the pectaries, And the seal was put upon
it by more explicit declarations publicly made by him who is the
bead cf the Government ; declarations which sound exsctly thus :
The real and true struggle, which the Government has the werit of
having comprehended, 1s the struggle between faith aod the Church
on the one gide, free exsmination ani reason oo the other. Let the
Chureh seek to resct, to enchain again resson and liberty of thought
and to conquer, As to the Government, 10 the straggle, 1t declares
openly in favour of reason against faith, and itattribates to itsel? the
task of actiog 8o that the Itaban Srate may be the evident expression
of this renson and liberty—n sad task, which inao analagous oceasion
we lately heard andaciously reasserted.

By the light of such facts and of auch declarations, it is more
than ever evident that the master 1dea which presides over the maich
of public affairs in Iiely 15, mn what concerns religion, the putting
1ato execution of the Masonic programme. We see what part of the
programme has been already realised ; it 18 kaown what still rendains
to ba executed, and We mayforeses wi h certainty thal,es long as the
destinies of Italy will be in the handsof ssctarian ralers, or «depen-
dent on the sects, its execution wul be pushed furward more or l-as
rapidly, sccording to circumstances, even to 11s fulleat development.
Their action now is directed to reach the following aims, aceording
to the vows and the resolutions taken in therr most aulhoritetive
apsemblies—vows & .d resoluticus all inspired with hate to the death
agawast the Church :— Abolition in the schoola of any religious
ingtruction wk stacever, and the founding of wstitutions 1n which atso

Jlbe female you h may be withdrawn trom every cierical 1otluguce, of
whatroever sort it may be; since the State, which should be ahaolately
atheistic, has the inalienable right and doty of furming the heart and
mind of the citizens, and po school should bz withdrawn either from
ite inspiration or its vigilance. Rigurous application of all the laws
in vigour directed to imsure absolute indep:ndenze of cuvil society
from clerical influences. Rigorous ubservance of the lows wich sup-
presd Lhe religious corporations and ute of all means to render them
effective. Bystemalisation of all the ecclesiastical patrimony, startiog
from the princip:} that the proprietorstip of it belongs to the State
and the administration of it to thecivil powers, Exclusion of every
Cathotic or clerical element from all public admuinistrations, from the
apere pie, from hospitals, from schools, from couzcils ia which they

might prepare the destinies of the country, from acoademias, circles,
asgociations, committas, families; exclusion from all, everywhers,
for alwaye, Instead, the Masonic influrnce should make itself felt in
all the eircumatances of social life, and become mistress and arbitreas
of all. With this, the way will be smoathed for the abolition of the
Papacy ; thue Italy will be freed from her implacable and mortal
enemy, and Rome, which was in the paat the centre of uuiversal
secnlarigation, whence ahould be proclaimed in the face of the whole
world the Magna Charta of human liberty.”

These are so many autheatic declarations, aspirations, and reso-
lutions of Freemasons or of thair assemblies,

Withount at all exaggerating, this is the present and the futurs
state which is being provided for religion in [taly. To disaimulate
the gravity of it would be a fatal error, To recognise it auch as it is,
and to confront it with evangelical prudence and fortitude, to dedaca
the doties from it which it imposes on all Catholics, and on Us espee-
ially, who as pastors should wateh over them and conduct them to
salvation, is to enter into the designs of Providence, and to fuifil a
work of pastoral wigdom and z3al, For what regards Us, the Apoa-
tolic Offize imposes on Us, to protest again loudly against all that
has been done to the prejadice of religion, is done, or is attampted to
be done, in Italy ; defenders and guoardians as We are of the sscrod
rights of the Church aud of the Pontificate, opealy We repel, and to
all the Catholic world Ws denounce, the off2nces which the Oharch
and the Pontificate receive comtinuously, especially in Rome, snd
which render the Government of Catholioity more diffionlt to Us,
and more heavy and unbecoming Ouar condition, For the rest We
are firmly resolved to omit nothing on Our part which may avail to
maintain the faith alive and vigorous ia the midst of the Lialian
people, and to pratect it azainst the asiaalts of en=mies.

We therefore alio make appeal, Venerable Tirothars, to your zeal
and your love for gonls, in order that, compretending the gravity of
the danger they ran, you muay prepare the remedies, and put every-
thing in operation to ward them off. No means in Onr power is to
be neglected ; all the resources of speech, all the industries of action,
all tha immense treasure of assistance and of graczes which the Church
places in Our haude, are to be employed for the formation of a clergy
mstracted and filled with the gpirit of Jeana Chrict ; for the Ohristian
edueation of youth, for the extirpation of evil doctrines, for the
defence of Catholic truths, for the preservation of the Christian
character and spirit in families,

Asg to the CUatholie people, it is necessary, before all, that they
may be instructed iu the true state of aff sirs in Lialy in the matter of
religlon, of the tendercy, essentially religious, which tha struggle
sgainst the Pootiff basin [taly, aod of the true scope it constantly
aims at, in order that they mayv sce with the evilence of facts in how
many ways snares are held out in & religious point of view, and that
they may be perauaded of the dangers they run of being despoiled of
the inestimable treasure of faith. Baing convinced of tois trath, and
sure, besudes, that without faith it is 1mpossible to please God snd to
save themselves, the fartbful will undeistand that it 18 a question of
the greatest, not to say of soleé interest, that esch has the doty of
guaranteelng here below, and putting in security before all, at the
price of any sacrifice, under pain of incarring eternal misery.

The remainder of the Kncyclical deals chicfly with the moral
duties of Italiana nader the circumstances referred 1o by Leo XI1LL,

P, L. CONNELLAN,

IRISH LANGUAGE,
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(EFrom an occasional Correspondent.}
THR Rev, Mr, Jordan delivered his first lecture on the Language and
Ancient Laterature of Erin, last Toesday night, November 25, in the
Exchanges Hall, Wullington. Dr, Cabill occupied the chair, Qo the
platform, to support the lecturer, were Mesars, J, J. Devine, Sheridan,
U'Dea, aud Coloel MeDooall, Among the andience were his Grace
the Archbisbip, the Verg Rev, Father MacNamara, V.@., 8.M,, the
Rev, F, Xorngan, 8 M., P.P,, Te Aro, also Fathers Gozgin, 8.M.,
Tupman, 8.M.,, 8t, Patrick’s College, Dsberty 5.M ,and Rev. Mr, Cotfey,
Bt. Mark's Apglicancleryman. Theattendance was good considering
the many attractions elsewhere, Thelecture throughout was listened
to with marked attention, and received round upon round of applause,
the lecturer having at the outget gained the ears and hearts of the
aadience, The applanse was really deserved. for Mr, Jordan's treat-
ment of his subjeets was lueid and interesting, aod, no donbt, went
beme to the hearts of many present. The RKev, Mr. Jordam is a
capital speaker, and his mastery of the Irish tongue was itself a
treat whieh Irishmen aeldom or pever before enjoyed. His lecture
wad illastrated with tales full of humour and wit 8o racy of hiw
native country. Mr. Jordan began by stating he considered it an
bonour to have the present privilege ot addressing the audience on
subjects 8o 1mportant as the ancient langaage aad literature of Erin,
48 these subjezcts referred to and included the histors of a race the
most remarkable in the history of Western Europe, whose traditions
were lost in the mazea of antiquity, and there was no other race
which left its maras on the history of the giobe, that preserved ia
ancient traditions with so much care as the Celtic, that swarm from
the Japhatic hive which spread aver Western Earope long before the
p rud of authentic records, Taese old traditions and associations
were bighly  guarded and treasured by the Irish «t the present
weie a3 titles of pobility to a fallen tamily, The remembrinces of
those long past ages belped to strengthen them under triais and
braced them with bope for the future. If be‘spoke 1n a sympstheve
and tavourable manner of what might be ealled a rode age, and times
of savage mannersin the history of his country, ke hoped the audie ;ce
wonld pardon him, for be kuew quite well that his favourable estima-
tion was more thin connter-balanced by the ridicule, contempt, and
apathy from which all matters reliing to Imsk tradition and
hietory suffered at the hands of muny, and he thought it best
when giving the natiooal history ot any natioa, to err an
tke favourable sde ihan to pervert or suppress the truts,
It had been stated in public that the Irish were never a nation,
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