
A PASSING GLIMPSE AT INNISMURRAY.
(By A. Causal Visitob,in the Nation.)

FEW of theholy islands for whichIreland is remarkableoossess suchinterest or attraction as the little island of Innismurray which lie*about five miles off the coast of Sligo at the eatranea to the Bay ofDonegal. A brief holiday of late at the favourite wateringplace ofBnDdoian put it within our reach to visit that sacred spot, and thereto witness one of the most perfect specimens extant of an earlycenobitacal retreat. In this materialageno word-paintingor descrip-tion can bring before the mind with realistic effect the austere dis-cipline and penitential lives led by our fathers in tbe Faith in thedistant past. To walk, therefore-at least in sp.nt-wi h thesaintsand scholars of ancientErin, and to contemplate the life of heroicvirtne which they ledmidst some of the wildest aid most desolatescenes inour country, one has but to visit such sacred retreatsasInnismurray, where the verystones speak eloquently of the time whenthose "
roofless shrmeless, monkless " cloisters reaounded with thehymns and canticles of theCreator's praise.

To visit Innismurray, fair weather is indispensable. Fortunatelyfor ÜB,,tbe day appointed for the little excursion wasextremelycalmthe only drawback being a clouded and hazy atmosphere LeavingBundoran atnine o'clock on a well-appointed waggonettej ourp.rtyin little over an hours drive, reached Mount Temple some distancebeyond the village of Dliffoney, and here that genial guide and ferry-man, Johnny M'Cann, already known to fame, kindly took us incharge, and without a moment's delay had us located"in his trustyBkiff previously engaged crew of four experienced batmen,supplemented at intervals by volunteers from our party, with M'Cannjunior,at the helm, caused the little craft to speed swiftly over theplacid waters. Soon we passed Derinish Island, and advancedtowards the opensea in thedirection of Carng-oa-Spagna so calledaccording to local tradition, from the fact that a large wa-ship of theSpanish Armadawas here wrecked. At this stage of our"voyage themonotony was relieved by a large flock of sea-fowl,chief!v cormorantsandpurnos, somepoised on wing, others afloat on the waves whileothers at our near approachdived to a considerabledistance' away
Afterstraining oureyes eagerly for a glimpse of Innismurray weatlength descry it dimly through the surrounding haze- and as wedraw closer, it looks like an immense warship looming up maiesti-cally from the ocean s crest. The tide being then at ebb, the islandstoodoat boldand precipitous to our view,its steep sides and cliffsespecially atihe western extremity, clearly indicating the effects i.fthe constant battlingof wind and wave against its rock-bound coastOur voyage from Mount Temple,a distance of nine miles, was madeinlese than two hours ; and when it is borne in mind that werowedmost of the way against an adverse, though gentle breeze as well asagainst the receding tide, the fe.it may not be whollyde-piUd

At our touching shore in the perilous creek calkd ClashvmoreHarbour, the islanders awaited our landing, and gaveus very needfulassistance indisembarking and in climbing up tbe steepcra^e which
rise tier after tier like hugesteps from tbe water's edge, As thisthe onlylanding stage on the island, we were astonished tothink howthenatives could by any means put tosea, except m the calmest ofweather. It isclearly tbe duty of theGivcrnm-nt to erect a suitable
pier at Innißmurray, besides aiding the fishermen with loans to pro-videboats and nets, and thus enabling them to reap the rich harvestof the deep.

loniemurray contains about two hundred acre" scarcely one-fourth of which can be termed, by any stretch of the imagination asarable land In shape it is eliptical, and measures about a mile inlength from Kiuavally to Huo Point, its western and eas-ern extremities respectively ;whilst it greatest width from Portachurry on thesouth to learnan.'ane onits northern slopeis considerably u-,der halfthat distance. What strikes you *t first sight is the 'bare aspectof the lslaod— not a tree nor even a shrub being visible Of thepoorest and most barren quality is the soil, so that it did not surpriseus to learn that theLand Commissioners reduced the rents upon itby about fifty per cent. The soil is of a light peat, with, unfortu-palely,but little of the peat remaining, as the islandersdependuponits turf for fuel, and thus, year after year, an additional portion ofthe surface is removed, lajmg bare an immense number ofandsandstone boulders,wcich give arugged and uninviting Took totbe western portion of the island in pmicular. The island po's«ssesa colony of thirteen families, witha population of about onehundred
in all. Iheir principal man— euphemistically styled "king '—
rejoices in the name of Martin Heraghty. In proof of his rojallineage,Mr.Heragbty referred us to page322 of O'HartV Pedigrees ''
and with nolittle pridepresented to ourview the extract its-It copied
in tery superior penmanship, lie is regarded as the repository ofthe tradition of tbe place, and as the arbitet of whateverdifferencesmay arise within hie dominion To Mr. Heraghty's couite^y andkindness towards visitors,in which the other lsUndeis also share olrmeed of praise is given without reserve. And here we mvs1 txpressour deep regret at the sad intelligence, lately conveyed in the publicpress, of the death by a boat accident of oneor two individuals ofthe above name, natives of Inmsmurray, and to request aprayer furtheireternal repose. Th< principal indus ry of Innibmurray is fidhing
and with the pnmitivemeans of fishing at their disposal, an Innis-murray mancan earn about a shilling p,-r rfum—thia ip, when thesettled state of the weather will permit their going to sea in theirfrailcraft, They supplement tishiug by catching lobsters in wicker

cages or boxe9 made for thepurpose, a device resembling a largebird-cage;aod also by kelp-making. Agriculture is only a secoadaryoccupation, and, from the wretchedpatches of oats and potatoes, andthe an 1more wre ched sampleof wheat, and evenmangolds, which
we sa^, farming on Innißmurray must be a highly unremunerative
8[ecu! i;ion. The fields for crop andpasture lie inthe south-eastern
corner ..f the island, in theportion cleared of stones for the building
of the cashel and the religious houses. All the rest of the island is
aruggedcommon withlittle of herbage,andthat of the coarsestkind.The largest farm contains about tenacres, and belongs to

"
King

"
O'Her..ghty, its former rent of £5 having been reduced by theLandComnrssion to £2 os;the rents of the others being reduced in like
pnportion. A few cows and young cattle of the poorest quality,
together with some sheep and donkeys, constitute their entire stock.They manure their crops withseaweed whichcanbehad inabundance,
yet. m ikingallowance for all this, the poor patches of crop which wesaw afford the clearest proof of theutter barrennessof the soil, and,consequently, of the desperate struggle those simple-minded andindustrious people must have to procure themerest necessities of life.The potatoes, too, were quite83ft and badly-tasted, and as this was
at a time when potatoes were an excellent crop on the mainland.
what mustnot tbe condition of the poor islandeis around our coastbe at present whenthe potatocrop is almost a total failure ?Innismurray is situated at the mouth of Donegal Bay, in linewith Ben Bulbea in Sligo, and Slieve League in Donegal. About amile to the north of it lies a range of reefs in great part visible atlow water, the highest elevationof which is called Bowmore, and onits summit stands theremains of a building which in ages past may
have been theresidence of some recluse to whom the retirement ofInnismarray was not sufficiently remote and solitary. This hiddenisland is about the same size as Innismurray, and, with tbe latter,
contributes much to shelter the Bay of Donegal from the oceaa
storms. About five miles southof Innismurray is the lonely harbourof Streedagh, near the village of Grange; while northward, andabout ten miles distant, Teelin Bay nestles under the overarchingshadow of Slieve League, in Donegal.

Without its ecclesiastical remains Innismurray would presentbat very faint »tr.raction, indeed. In 1880 the Boird of Public
works undertook tbe renovation of those structures, and it is much
tobe regre ted that Pertain changes altogether out of harmony withtbe originil design of those buildings were introduced ; \et, makingall due allowance for such exceptions, the tout ensemble of this mon-astic establishment is, in its main features, unchanged,and presentsus with the finestexample now extant of an early monastic retreat.A colossal will or cashel varying from tea to fifteen feet high, by fromseven to eight feet in thickness,surrounds, in a somewhat circularfashion, the cluster of monastic buildings which it shelters and
guards— the space enclosed by this cashel being only about onehalf
acre in extent. By a low andnarrow entrance, capableof admittingbut one at a time, we made our way into ihe sacred precincts of Sc.Mueredach's or St. Molaisi'a religious foundation;we subsequently
found that there are two or three other entrances in the boundarywall, but so low and confined as to be practically passable. Thechief structures withta the auhel are three churches, twoof which
are roofless, while the smallest of the three

—
as it U the most

ancient and interesting— is stone roofed, anl is called after thenameof its founderand patron, St. Molaise's Church. This latter measurestwelve feet long, eight wide, and ten high; and it contains besidesthe altar, under which the remains of
"

Ki?hop Molash "
repose, anoaken effijy of the saint— hfc-sue— and, notwithstanding its ruthlessmutilationand disfigurement,yet preservingina remarkabledegree theoutline, feature.-, and habit of an early recluse. The heai

is crowned with the coronal tonsure; the habit is high-collared, and hangs in close fitting aod gracefully farmedfolds, and the hands are raised in an attitude of preaching
or ma ructing. Vandals, whose names yet live in tbe execration olthe people of the locality, on visiting "'he island in the evildajshappily now past, vented their fanatical spleen O'i this atatne. They
broke off Us bands, cut off the head, di-figureithe face, and ho lowed
out the back of the statue in the f jrm of a boar, to that it mi^h1

float away on tbe waves, into which they cast it. But,marvellous
to tell, it driftedback to 9hore again, wb^re the islauders pick ad it
up, and enshrined it ence moie with living hands in Us formerpisition on tbe saint's tomb in Teampul Molaise. In tuia little
oratory of St. Molaise the islanders Assemble i.n Sundays and holi-
days io recite their prayers and tell their beads wnen stress ofweather hiaders them from hearing Mass in the chapel of Grange,on the mainland. The other churches are called Teamvul-na Fear,
i,c, the Men's Church, also styled theMonastery. Itmeasuresseven-
teenby twelve feet. While the best preservedcnurcb. of ihe threeis name! Teampul-na- leinid, or church of tire, so called from a
straoge legend about a flag m the centre of its floor ha. ing the ex-
traordinary property of rekindling fire m tbe event of tbe fires vii
the island being extinguished. In its dimensions it c osely corres-
ponds with T<ampul-iia-Fear, We may account for the existence
of three churches within this religious enclosure; by reason of tl.,
growing popularity of this island home of St. Molaise and h «
successors and the increasing numbers that Mocked tuither to follow
his rule and mitate ma austerities. Beyond bt. Mulaise's Orators-
stood tr.e kitchjD, anl it is said that thebones of deer andof oth- r
animals have been discovered among the debris of that building.
In tbe portion of the enc'osure adjoining St. MoUise & Oratory and
leampiil-wi-Tftnul time stone cells of beehive pattern dese v.nonce The extra purpose of thos clotjhaun* is njt veiy a;-p»r« ,,
but they seem to have been well adaptedfor the threefold object f
prayer, nvdration, and pr.vate peuanc ■. A vaulted passage uo -
nected the clogltauns, or cells, with the monastery, and ie is s,ud r it
an underground passage aKo led from the monastery to tbe setshn c
affording means of escape incaseof an attack or foray. The Mona=ti.'
School or " Hou^e of Learning, ' deserves clo^-e attention. It i
hug" ilo>/htiun, or beehive shaped strucme. Tne bench, upon wh i
sat the pupils,and the recess in the wall where were caiefully pr
served the books and writing materials of this institution cucic/t
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Waterford.-Thc Mayor is taking steps to organise aS£S.taCih3a." tbe bratalities perpetrated oa Ilißh

T . Wexford,— Amongst tbe paper* communicated to theInternational Medical Congress held recently ia Balm wasone oatherational classification of skin diseases by D. Greene, of Ferns.S" inTv8 Bo.exhi
Q
Dl.ted twonew surgical appliances.bi8 own inven-tiOD, in the Medicn-Scieatific Exhibition
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