Friday, December 19 %00

NEW ZEALAND TABLET,.

11

e ———————

Waterford.—The Mayor
meeting 10 proiest agast the
prisoners in Eoglish gaole,

Wexford.—smongst {he
International Medical Congress held recently fu Borlin wasone on
the rational classifieation of skin diseases by D, Greene, of Ferns,

Dr, Greene also exhibited two new surgical appliaaces. his own inven-
tion, in the Medicn-Scientific Exhibition,

is taking steps to organiaz a
brutalities perpetrated ou ILiish

papers communicated to the

A PASSING GLIMPSE AT INNISMURRAY.

—_—————
(By A, CAUBAL VISITOR, in the Nation.)

FEW of the holy islands for which Ireland is remarkable possess such
interest or attractinn as the little island of Innismurray, which liea
about five miles off the coast of 8ligo at the eatranes to the Bay of
Donegal. A brief holiday of late at the favourite watering place of
Bopdoran putit within our reach to visit that sacred spot, and there
to witness one of the most perfect specimens extant, of an early
cenobitical retreat, [n tbis material age no word-painting or descrip-
tion can briog before the mind with realistic effeer the austere dis-
ciplibs and pevitential lives led by our fathers in the Faith 1 the
distant past, To walk, therefore—at least in spirit—wi b the saints
and scholars of ancient Erin, and to contemplate the life of herowe
virtne which they led midst some of the wildest a.d most desolate
scenes in our country, one has but to viait such sacred retreats as
Innismurray, where the very stones speak eloguently of the time when
those * reofless, shrineless, monkless ” cloisters resounded with the
hymas and canticles of the Creator’s praise,

To visit Inniemurray, fair weather ig indispensable, Fortunately
for us, the day appointed for the littls excursion was extremely calm,
the only drawback being a clouded and bazy atmosphere, Leaving
Bundorar at pine o’clock on a well-appointed waggonette, our party,
in little over an bour’s drive, reached Moannt Temple, some distaoce
beyond the village of Dhffuney, and here that genial guide and ferry-
man, Johony M'Caon, already known to fame, kindly tock us 1o
charge, and without a moment’s delay had us located in ha trusty
skiff, previously engaged. .. crew of four experienced biatmen,
supplemented at intervals by volunteers from ogr party, with M'Caon
iunior, at the helm, cansed the little craft to speed swittly over the
placid waters. Soor we passed Derinish Island, and advanced
towards the open sea in the direction of Catrig-va-Bpagna, 8o called,
according to local tradition, from the fzct that g large warship of tha
Spanish Armada was bers wrecked. At this stage of oar voyage the
moenoteny was relieved by a large flock of gva-fow], chiefly cormorants
snd puffios, some poised on wing, otbers afioat on the waves, while
others at our near approach dived to & considerable distance away,
After straining oar eyes eageriy for a glimpee of Inoizmurray, we at
length descry 1t dimly through the surrounding haze ; and, as we
draw closer, it looks like an immense warship locming up majesti-
cally from the ccean's crest, The tide being then at ebb, the island
stgod ont bold and precipiteus to our view, its steep sid eg and chiffs,
especially at 1 be western extremity, clearly indicating the «ffacts o f
the constant battling of wind and wave against 118 rock-bound coast.
Our voyage from Mount Temple, & distance of nine miles, was made
in lese thas two hours ; and when it 18 borpe in mind that we rowed
most of the way against an adverse, though gentle breeze, as well as
against the receding tids, Lthe fest may not be wholly de~ms>d

Atour touehing shore in the perilons creek called Clashymors
Harbour, the 18/anders awatted our landing, and gave ug very needful
assistance 10 disembarkiog and is chmbing up the steep crags, whick
rise tier after tier lLike huge eteps from the water's etlge, As thig -
the only landing stage oo the island, wa were astonigbed to thigk Low
the natives could by anv means put to sea, except in the calmest of
weather, It id clearly the duty of the G ivernment ta erect & anitable
pier at Inoismurray, besides aiding the fishermen with loans 1o pro-
vide boats aod nets, and thas coabling them to reap the riwch Larvest
of the deep.

Iunismurray costains about two bopdred acres, scarcely one-
fourth of which can be termed, by any streteh of the Imagination, as
atabie land In sbaye it is eliptical, and measures about a mite 1o
length from Kiuavaily to Rus Point, ite western and edg ern extremi-
tiea respecuively ; whilst 1t greatest width trom Portachurry on the
south to Tearnaneane onits northera slope {s considerably u~der bhalf
that distance. Whuat strikes you ot first sight 1s the bare Repect
of the island—not a tree nor even a shrok being wigsible, Of the
poorest and most barren quality 1s the 5011, 8o that it did not surprise
us to learn that the Land Commissioners reduced the rents upon it
by about fifty per cent, The sl s of a Light peat, witb, unfortu-
nately. but little of the peat remaining, as the iglanders depend upon
its turf for fuel, and thus, year after year, an additional portiun of
the surface is removed, laying bare an immense oumber of grapite
aod eandstone boulders, wrich give a Tugged and uminviting look to
the western portion of the island 1o particalar, The island PO=8253eg
a colony of thirteen families, with a pupalation of about pac hundred
in sll,  Their principal man—esuphemistically styled o king '—
rejoicee in the vame of Martin Heraghty. In preof of s royal
lineage, Mr. Heraghty referred us to page 322 of O'Hart's*' Pedigrees,”
and with no hitle pride presented Lo our view thie exiract 1ta2lf, copred
in very supericr penwanship. s s regarded as the repr sitory of
the traditiup of the place, aud as the arbite; of whatever differegces
may arise within b dominien  To Mr, Heraghty's courtesy anu
kindness towards vismtors, in which the other wlanders also sbare, o1r
meed of praise is given without reserve.  And bers we mus: CEPTEER
our deep regret at the sad teliigeace, lately conveyed o the public
prees, of the death by a boat accident of one or two 1ndividuals of
the above mrme, natives of Iomismurray, and to request a praser for
their eternal repose. Th. privcipal indus ry of luniemurray 1s fishing
and with the primiuve meats of fishing at their digposal, an Innis-
murray man cap earn about a shillhag pre denr—that 19, whea the
seliled state of the weatkber will permit thor ygotug Lo sea 10 Lberr
frail craft, They supplemeant tshing by catching lubaters 1n wicker

cages or boxes made for the purpose, s device resembling a large bixd-
cige ; aod alsa by kelp-making. Agriculturs is only a secoadary
occupation, snd, from the wretched patches of oats and potatoes, and
the at1 | more wre ched eample of wheat, and even mangolds, which
we sa, farming on Innismurray mmet be a highly unremunerative
gpecalvion, The fields for crop and pastara lie 1o the sounth-eastern
corger «of the island, in the portion cleared of stones for the building
of the vashel and the religious houses, All the rest of the island is
a rugecd comtuon with little of herbage, and that of the coarsest kind.
The larzest farm coataios aboat ten acres, and helongs to * King "
O'Heraghty, its former rent of £5 having been reduced by the Laod
Comm-ssion to £2 53; the rents of the others being reduced in like
priportion, A few cowa and young cattle of the poorest guality,
togeth.r with some sheep and donkeys, conatitute their entire stock.,
They manare their crops with seawsed which can be bad in abundance,
yet, mking allowance for all this, the poor patches of ctop which we
saw atford the clearest proof of the utter barrenness of the goil, and,
consequently, of the desperate s:iruggle thase simple-minded and
indus.rions people must have to procute the merest necessities of life.
The potatoes, too, were quite soft and badiy-tasted, and as this was
ata time when potastoes were an excailent crop on the manland.
what must not tue coadition of the poor islanders around our coast
be at present when the potato ercp 18 almost a total failnre !

Innismurray 18 situated at the mouth of Donegal Bay, in line
with Ben Bolbena in Sligo, and Slieve League in Donegal. Abouta
wmile to the north of it lies a range of reefa in great part visible at
low water, the highest elevation of which is called Bowwmore, and on
its summit stands the remains of A bwidicg which in ages past may
bave been the residence of some recluse to whom tbe retirement of
Tonismurray was not sufBciently remote and solitary, This idden
island is about the same size as Innismurray, and, with the latter,
contributes much to shelter the Bay of Donegal from the ocean
storms, Aboat five miles south of Innismurray 19 the lonelv harbour
of Btreedagh, near the village of Grange; while northward, end
about ten miles distant, Teelin Bay nesties under the overarching
shadow of Blieve League, in Donegal,

Without its ecclesiastical remaing Innismurray would pregent
bot very faint wtiraction, indeed. in 1830 the Boird of Puablic
works undertock the renovation of those siree'ures, wnd it iz much
to be regre ted that certamn changes altogether out of harmony with
the oryzin! desizn of chose buildiugs were 1ptruduced ; yet, making
all due ailowance for guch exceptions, the fouf casemble af this mon.
astic establishment i3, 1n its main features, uncoanged, and presents
us with the finest example now extant of an early monastic retreat,
A colossal wall or cashel varying from ten to fifteen foet bigh, by from
geven to eight feet 1n thickness, surronods, in a somewhat circular
fascion, the clveler of monastic buildings whieh it shelters and
guards—the space enclosed by tbiz cardel being only about one half
acre in extent. By a low and narrow entrance, capabls of admitting
but one at a time, we made our way into the sacred precinets of St
Muereduch's or St, Molais’s religious foundation ; we sabgequently
found tbat there are two or three other entrances in the boundary
wall, but s0low &nd confined as to be practicaily passable. The
chief stracteces within the cashel are three churches, two of which
are roofless, while the smallest of the three—as it is the most
ancient and interesting—18 stone roofed, ani is called after the name
of its founder and patron, St. Molaisw's Church, This latter measures
twelve feet long, eight wide, and ten high; snd 1t coatams besidis
the altar, undev which the remains of ' sirhop Malash " repose, an
oaken etlizy of the saint—nhfe-size—and, notwithsranding 1ts Tuthless
mutiation ani Gisfigurement, yet preserving in a remarkable degree the
autline. featores, and habit of =an early reclue. The heai
15 ecrowned with the corona! tomsure; the habit s high-
collared, and bangs n close fitung acd gracefully f>rmed
folds, sud the hands sre raised 1a an  attitude of preaching
or s ructing,  Vandals, whose uawmes yet live m the execrstion of
the peopie of the locality, on wisiting 1he 1sland in the evil days
happily now past. vented their fanatical aplecn o4 this stalne, They
broke off 1ts bands, cut off the head. di-figure i tie face, and bo lowed
cut the back of the statue 1o the furm of a boar, w0 that it mishs
float away on the waves, into which they cast it. Bur, marvelipus
tateil, it dnfted back to shore again, where toe 1slauders prekadat
up, aod enshfined 1t cnee mote with lswinz hands 1o 1ts form e
position on the seint's tomb in Teampul Molawee., 1o tois htle
vratory of Bt. Molase the islanders assemble «n Bundays and hyli.
days to recute their prayers and tell their bzads wnen stress ol
weather hinders them from heanng Mass in the chapel of Grange.
ou the maicland., The other churches are calicd Teampul-na Fear,
i, the Men's Church, aleo styled the Monastery, It measures peven-
teen by twelve feet. While the best preserved cnurch of tha thres
is nameld Teampul-na-Ieinid, ov church of tire, so called from a
strange legend about a flag o the centre of g flcor ha.ing the ex.
traordinary property of re&indling tire 1u the event of the fires un
the 1sland berng extinguished. In 1ts dimensions it ¢ osely corres-
ponds with Zeampul-na-Frar, We may sccount for the existence
of threc cburches within this religious enclosure by teasonm of (he
growing popularity of this 1sland home of Bt, Molawse and h =
saccessurs and the wmereasing numbers that Hocked tnither to folbow
ks rule and  mitate nis austenities. Beyond St Molaise's Oratory
stood toe kiteh:n, and 1t 15 9a1d that the bones of deer and of oth «
animals liave been discovered amony the dedrs of that buildine.
In the portion of the enc'osure adjoining . Moluise » Oratory an-l
deampul-na-Ternid throe store cells of boehive pattern dese v.
notlce  The extra purpowe of thos eloghawny 13 nut eIy B par o
but they seem to have been well ndapted for the threefold object |
prayer, m-di'ation, and pr.vate pevanc., A vaulted passage co -
nected the cloghauns, or cells, with the mopastery, and icis sa1d ¢«
an undergroand passage al-o led from the monastery to the sesshu »
affording means of escapein case of an attack or foray, The Monastic
School or * Howre of Learuing, ' deserves clo-e attention, It
huge Joghioie, or bechive shuped structwie,  Tne benen, upon wh o
sal the pupils, and the recessin the wall where were catefully e
served the books and wnling materials of this inalitulion our eece s o



