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BRILLIANT AND
PHOFOUND.

OtTB learned andbrilliant contemporary the Grey> River Argvs has hononred ne with some attention.
He has hadalso theprivilege of being assisted by a
correspondent who signs himself "Catholic,"

assuming the characterofa man who has taken ever so manysteps in
advanceof hispeople, who indeed has so far outstripped them that
thewonder is thename they bear is any longer patronisedby him.
The Argus, however, notwithstanding his learning and brilliancy,
Bhould abideby the truth. It is nottrue, that the Tablet, ashe says,
devotedan article tothe term

"
bowling bigots,' as reported to have

beenused by Mr.Guinneas. The Idblei inanarticleon quiteanother
passage ina speech made by Mr. Guinnes3, referred incidentally to
the term

"howlingbigots," not having at the time received the con-
tradiction published by thepaper which had given the report. We
donot know to what Christian denomination the Argns belongs,or
whetherindeedhe belongstoany. His standing in religion,however,
should be high, if wemay judge from the wayin which helays down
the law. Itevidently requires an intimateinsight into religious condi-
tions toguarantee Catholic parents, as ourcontemporarydoes, thatthe
moral and religiouswelfare of theirchildren who attend Stateschoolß
willnot suffer. But the Catholics of his district, no doubt,will know
how toappreciateour contemporary'sassurance. Those ofthem who,
asha tells us,send their children to aS:afes3iool, although a Catholic
school iswithinreach of themwill,perhaps,place thehighest apprecia-
tion onit. As such Catholic parents, if such indeed exist, have but
little scruple about the moral and religious welfare of their
children, it should be easy toreassure them. We beg to congratulate
them on their having a congenial patron in the Grey River Argv<:
Catholic parents worthyof thename, meantime,will continue to look
upon Catholic schools as the only schools their children can with
perfect safety attend. They will prefer the teaching of their Cburrh
and the experienceof the Catholic world to the doctrine of even the
most profound and religious of our secular newspapers, and religious
aswellas profound,nodoubt, our contemporary the GreyRiver Argus
is, particularly qualified, perhaps, also to act as a guide and leader ofCatholics, and particularly deserving of their confidence. Still after
all, you know, he must come a step or two behind the Pope. No
offence toour goodcontemporiry, however. All the world acknow-
ledges PopeLeo XIIIto be amanof very exceptionalabilities. As
to our superior friend "Catholicus," we have toacknowledge with
gratitude a word or twoof commendation he deigns to bestow onus
in passing. Coming from a man of his distinction, if we only knew
whom heie,it cannot fail tobe flattering to us. The Catholic,however,
if such there be, who sets aside the religious education of the young
as a trifle compared to any other question, even the most important
whichcan concern the State, is a Catholic wholet his distinction be
otherwise what it may has forfeited his right to the name. He is,besides, a veryshort-sighted and unwise politician, for, whatever inother respects may be the wisdom of the course pursued by it, no
State that repudiates Christianity can,in the long run,prosper. Andthe Statethatexcludes religion fromitsschools repudiatesChristianity.Butreally the profundity of our contemporary the Argus ia difficult
to fathom. Listen to this for example. "Itwouldseem to the greatmajority of mankind

"
says our contemporary "

that the potential
truthsof Christianity, which underlie our social andraligiom w lfare
arenot of so abstruse a character that thpy must nece^arilybe drilled
into children along with the threeR's six d*ys a we^k,backed up andaided as they ,very where are b/ horns pr cpt andexample, ani theweekly ministrations and djvo'ionsat places of public w jrsnip." Anoraan that is an authority as to the inmost mind towards Chnstnnityof the

"great majority of mrnkinc? " must neceseanly be a formid-
ableorg-an to differ from. For our own part, we possess no suchuniversal insight or information. Whit wedo know perfectly well isthat the vast majority of Christians who should certainly be thehighest authority on the matter,are fully agreed on thenecessity for

a religious education. Especially is this the ca*e with themembers of
the Catholic Churchwhoform themajority of themajority inquestion.
Our contemporary is equally profound inhis explanationas to the losb
of temporal power by the Christian Church. "It was not for the
successes they achieved," he tells us, "' that, by a consensus of the
opinionof the leading civilisedpeoples, thepower and influence once
possessedby the ecclesiastical forces of the day hava now largely, if
not altogether,passed into the hands of thepeople." But was there
such a consensus,and how did it comeaboat, andwhendid itoccur ?
Historians tallus.for example,that revolutionsby whichs-ichchaoges
havebeen brought about were, in fact, the work of agitatorscom-
paratively few in number. M. Tame, for instance, Bays, that such
was certainly the case in France. We know, moreover, that to-day
thegreat body of thepeople of Italy are still in favour of the ecclesi-
a^ical power that of more reseat years has bean destroyed among
them,andduring whose existencenothing of the misery now rife in
the country was known there. Had not the ecclesiastical forces,besides,achieved success, ths course of the world must have been
very different, for they alone kept oppression and tyranny in check,
and spread abroad education and enlightenment. la the degree, infact, in which thepeople are capable today of managing their own
affairs they are debtors to the ecclesiastical forces. Their ingratitude
is oneof the worst and mo3t in;nicing charac eristics of the times.
Finally, our contemporaryasks. "

Can it be maintained by anyone
of experiencethat thepupils educ ited at denominationalschools are
inany respect morally better than those taught at State schools 1
Do they become better members of the community or mike more
respectableparents ?

"
Our answer is moit emphatically, (1) Itcan,

(2) they do. The brilliancy of our contemporary then,and the superior
enligbtment of his correspondent, are, as we see open to somedoubt.Mattersat least, we may legitimately coacluie, are capable of beiag
considered ina different light from that in which they regard them.

PROOF POSITIVE
ONCE WOKE.

Our contemporary the Greymouth A>yus wants to
s know if people whohave been educated indenomi-
nationalschoolsaremoremoral.bettermembersof the
community,or morerespected asparents than those

brought up ingodless schools,and wehave answeredhim to the effect
that tbey are so, Here, for example, isa case very moch to thepoint
in justifying our reply. Wt take it from M. Charles de Mazide, the
political writer of iheRevue dps Deux Mondex.theparticular number
of the periodical beiogthat for September 15 :— Since the fiist years
of the century, says M.de Mazade, the years following the overthrow
of those ecclesiastical forces of which our contemporary has spoken,
and whengodlessness in France badbegun to runits course, thebirth-
rate has not ceased to follow acontinuous uninterruptedmovement ofdecrease, and by degrees has fallen from 32.0 for one thousand of the
population to 23 9, and even, during the last years, to 23.4. Tina is
a diminution of a quarter in the number of births. There were, in
1800-1810 3.93 children for each marriage;there are now only 2.96.
M. de Mazade,moreover,mikes itplaia that theresult in question is
one attending on culture, and consequently on godless education
which dow more than ever prevails. It is, he says, the populations
suffering the greatest hardship, the poorest, the most removed from,
progress and the enjoyment of well-being, the populationsof Finis-
tere and Lczere— devout Catholic populations,we may add, who have
the most children. M. de Mazade goes on to refute the
argument, as a matter of course advanced, that religion lay at thebottom of the evil. The causes, he says,are surely not thephilosophic
fancies of the author who hns advanced this argument, and who
insists that if France is sterile, she is sobecause the dt-mocracy re-
mains centralisad and Catholic, because she has not yet succeeded in
freeing herself from the influence of the past-. of royalty, aud cleri-
calism. The fact is, on the contrary,says M. de M ztde, that the
depopula ion has commenced and kept pace with the emancipation
spoken of, that it has Lot since ceased to develop itself ivithout intei-
ruption, to attain,in these last few years,us most maiked degiee.
The remedy,as proposedby M.de Mazide, he explains at the sametime, as being out of harmony with the policy of the period, that
namely,as weknow, of secularising everything, especially the schools,
with which New Zealandalso has enteredon asimilarpolicy, The
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