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ENGLAND, MALTA AND ROME,

.
-

(Boman Correspondencs of the Pilot.)

AMONGST tha results of the English Mission to Rome on tbe affairs
ot Malrs, which now occupy so large & share of public attention, the
letter of the Sovereign Fontiff to the Bishop of that Bee is one of the
most important. It indicates tha' a sort of uneasiness prevailed
a4mongst the Catholics of that island,—that is to esy, slmost the
swhole of the population,—which it required the Pope himself to
sorthe. The ievrer of Leo XIII, was issued from Rome on July 27,
and it deplores tbe existence amongst the psople of opposition to
and discontent with the ecclesiastical authority of that See. It de-
monetrates the ciuselessness of the pretexts put forward in justifi.
eation of thia opposition, and it makes evident that the negotiations
between the British Government snd the Court of Rome had as
their sole object the advantage of the Catholicg of Malta and the
settlement of possible difficulties which might in futore arise be.
tween the ecclesiastical and civil anthorities in that island, The
necegsity of acquiring the Wnglhsh laoguage on the part of the Mal-
tese is shown to be for their own beuaefic more espzcially wo in the
case Jf the clergy, whoee position requires them to come into con-
tact with the raling powers-——which employ that tongne—and & want
of which, on the part of the clergy, wouald place them at a disad-
vantage, The hope is then expressed that tbese good and obedient
Catholics, recognising the benevoleat feeling of the Pontiff towards
them, will acquiesce in the direction of thewr Bishop, and comply
with hig instructions.

The very fact that it was deemed necessary by tha Pontiff to
send such a letter indicated the existence of serions trouble in that
island. And, indeed, the trouble is not of yesterday's growth. It
has been maturiog long; and the Eoglish autborities in Malta, as
elsewhere, have been attempting for yeura past to enxbmit these good
Maltese to a4 regime against which both their faith and their man-
hood eqnally rebel.

Without entering into a lengthy account of ths Rnglish line of
action in respect to Malta and the Maltese, it is sufficient to say that
the tronbles which have recently come to a head are the results of
attempts made to destroy the nationsl langnage of the pzople, with
the idea of substituting English in its stead ; ot introdueciag, by un.
darband ways, Proteatantism ; and by the weakeniog and lessening
of patriotism. These purposes are intimately connected one with
the other. If the English langasge wera made compulsory and be-
came universal, the igtroduction of Protestsntism ia the island would,
it was hoped, be rendered easy. If Protestantism acqu'red a foot.
ing, the politioal antonomy aud individoa lity of the Maitese woald be
leesened or destroyed, and the Government of the place would be
made thoroughly Xoglish,

Io puremt of the first idea, the 1sland of M alta was not yet fall
twenty-five years in the hands of the English Government, when the
governor of that period made strennous effort to supplact the native
language by Faglish. It may be mentioned here that the Maltese,
in 1799, drove out the Freoch, who were at that time regarded as
the apostles of athzism, acd selected the English as their protectors.
In 1800 the latter enrered on possession uader remarkably free con-
ditions on the people's part as to the full practice of religion and the
enjoyment of apecial political rights, The Innguages generally spoken
in the 1eland are Maltese—a combination, they say, of Arabic and
ancient Photalelan—.nd Italian. Kxcept the peasaots alooe, every-
oo apeaks Itahian ; and 8o much ia this 'he case, that the movers 1o
Italy of the redemption of Itilian ternitory, s 11l under the away of
the fureigner, are makiny spec al effarts to create a revolution which
may release Malia from British rule and unite it with the so-callied
“ United Italy,” When, in 1823 toe then gov roor of Malta strove
to introduce the Enghsh language, to the supplaniing of Italian and
Maltese, bie sole object was—-according to iafirmation supplied viva
voce lo me by a dstinguished native of the islaod—the paviog of
tbe way for the prosely izing of the Catnolics,

Bince that period the governos of the 1sland, with one exception,
to be mentioped presentiy, laboured, with more or less zeal, according
to the strength of their convictions or the energy of their character,
for the propsgandism of Protestantism Natuiaily theee efforts were
made in a covert manoer. The exception was the teriod in which
the island wuae governed by an [rWuman a.d a Calbelie, named
O'Farrell.  Hig name is h:ld in respect by ths natives, and chiefly
becavse he let them alone and alowed them to follow out the
development uf the rights and piivi eges accorded 10 them by law,
Besides, he dii aot tr at them as an inferivr race—that method of
trestmen’ which i+ the ou comn= of Lord Silis wry's desciiption of
tre Hindoo gen leman whom he 1nsultingly ue<cribad as s black
man " [t is aimost unoecersary tosay that, wuh the exception of
O'Farrell, ali the governors of this most Catkolie islaod duliag
vively years past have bee, Protestants, and mast of them bitter
opponents to Cathoneity, Bowe of the chief secretailes have beea
Usaugemen U Fairells term wad cut short ;) it was feit that his
respect for the religivn of the Maltes: and ks eonclilation of ther
just political tendencics were out of varmony wuh the uszal Faglish
metbod,

When it is considared that one of these over-zealous governora
of Multa 80 far forgol the reticetce dus to his own pestion. sal
the resp el Le owed (o tha religions teefiogs of 1he people, as onee to
ride through their ranks dunag a solemn religious procession, 1t 18
ratural 10 expect that they regard English interferenc : with consider-
able suspiciun, They are a bot-vloud.d peop e, and they se1zad the
Governor and dipped fim 10 the sen, ju return for bis unmannerliness

* It was fortuuate tiey went no furiber. The receat * Eavoy Exira-
ordioary anu Minister P.enipoten lary from Her Majesty Queen
Vietors to Pope Lev X11L" came within an acs of being treatel in
n gimilsT manner in attomptiog a sioilar outrage, Sir Juhn Lintora
Simmons, Wbo is sothiog 1f aor a fervent Protestant, attempted one
day to ride through a re igious procession. A puliceman,or gendarme,
seizing the reios of the Governor’a horse, told him that such a step
wonld arovse the feelings of the people to such an extent as to be

dacgerons, not only to order, but to the person of the Governor, and
led him away. The peace-loving policeman was snspended from his
occnpation by the Governor,

With such imsolent conduct on the part of rulers—and the
example of their superiers was imitated by inferior officers of the
Government—it was natural to expect that a durable peace could not
long be maiatained. Nor was it, Three years ago the politico-
religious difficulty became inveated with & new form in Malta,

Theu & powerful and influentially supported attempt was made
to introdoce the Primtoss League into the island. It seema stranga
th 1t snch an idea should enter the mind of reascnable beings ; but it
is, nevertheless, true. Lady Balisbury, Lord Balisbury’s secretary,
and, presamably, the Duke of Norfolk—for it was at his residence the
letter was written—sent a document bo the Bishop of Malta at that
time—Right Rev. Mgr. Buhadgiar—requesting him $0 announce the
matter to his peopl -, and, in fact, to propagate the sgsociation. This
the Bishop objected to for several very evident reasons : bis work was
purely ecclesiastical ; this a-aociation was not presented to his notice
by his ecclesiastical superiors at Rome ; it waa mot . religious or
devotional association of the Catholic Obarch ; it had, in other coun-
tries, a political colour and tendency ; in short, as a Bishop, be could
not undertake the task. The Primrose Leagne made no way in Malta)

The conzequences of this sction on tha part of the Bishop, desling
with such zealots, might have been easily foreseen, A number of diffi-
culties ware raised around bim, it was said, at Rome—and it is sna.
pested that the influence of the Dake of Norfolk ia not foreign to the
result—that the Bishop was & person who was not acceptable to ths
Hoglish Government | This aort of attitude on the part of the
Government at home and that of the island continned ; the Prelats
was adored by his people; difficulties were dally arisiog ; finally,
the Bishop was summoned to Rome, aad, for peace sake, 8 successor
to him was appointed in Malta, in the person of Mgr, Pace, whose
uame, though meaniog “ peace,” is straogely and irozically at vari-
ance with the condition of affaira ia which he is now living, and
which has required the receut letter of the Pope as & soothing and
calming word.

Thae people of Malta have bean possessed with the ides that the
mission of General Simmons to the Vatican boded them no good:
They knew the man, and their experience of him led them to dis
trast him. When a local newspaper published an article in favonr
of Home Raule for Ireland, the Governor, Bimmons, appealed, bat in
vain, to the Bishop to nas episcopal influence to crush the jomrnal.
In his report to the British Parliament, (General Bimmons has charac-
terised the clergy of Malta ae * igoorant.” This ignorance con-
sists in not knowing Haglish, and it is but a few of them who do
not know that tonmgue, for the study of 1t was introduced into the
seminary years ago, He himeself cannot talk the general and com-
mon lunguage of the country he governed at a salary of £5,000 a yesr,
When he came to Rome and was firat presented to the Pope, he
attempted to speak French. Chsucer describes one of his characters
ag speaking French of © Stratford-atte-Bowe,"' but no poeet has yet
discoversd the locality of 8ir Jobn Summons’ French, sach as he spoke
at the Vatican, He has been distinguisbed here shove all other
representatives, by bis rudencss and want of tact; haviog no respect
for the feelinge of others, and talking of the Pope in & manner which
was exceedingly offensive to the sentiments of Ostholics here. Alto-
getber he is just the sort of man to describe the clergy of Malta,
nearly all of whom know five or 81x languages, ae ignorant, becanse,
in his eyes, to be 1gnorant of English is the unforgivable sin,

P. L, CONNELLAN,

EUROPE'S OVERWORKED MILLIONS,
—

{Oregon Cathelic Sentinsal.)
COMPARING the comditions of the labouring men in Belgiom with
that of e brother in the United States, the Oregonian sayas:—" lhe
labour movement has boroe him beyond the p.otest against long
hours of toil, and bis demand for wages haa resulted in according him,
even in the bumblest vocation, a sam per day which exceeds what
the Belgian toiler io like vocations earns in three. The public
schools are everywhere open to his children, bat ha is not taxed to sup-
port & lazy priestbood or a standing army, and is allowed an aggre.
gate of holidays in the year that enables him to familiarise himsalf
with all the pretty parks and suburban resortain his vicinity.” 1t1s
hardly fair to parallel the Belginn with the United Statea working-
man, aod attribute &l the evils of hia condition 10 & *lazy priest-
nood,” The Belgian labourer is as well paid as his Protestant
neighbour in Germany, N rway, Sweden, or even Eagland, It will
hardly be contended that a lazy priesthool is responsible for the social
difficulties tn these countries. The position of the wage earner in
Begium is precisely similar to that of his fallow labourers all over
Korope, In every European couwutry he 18 over-worked, under-paid,
under-fed, and poorly elothed ; hia opportonities for educstion, for
1 cial euj ryment, for the improvement of his conditlon generally are
limitel, ook at Kurope | for ages men, womea, snd chiidren Lave
toitad io field, mine. and factory ; for centuries youth and strength
and means were sacrificed in wara instigated maiuly by the avarice,
pride, or lust of petty prince or ambitivua emperor, Tne Church
found the massea of mapkind in elavery. Bhe destroyed alavery by
teaching the eqaality of all men before God, the immortality of the
soul, and moral re-ponebility and punisnment for sin 1o this world
and the world to come., This was the slow work of centuries—
Fendalism with i 8 lawless chieftains, it3 oppressions, its turbulency,
interferel with the growth of the democratic epirit in the Chaorch,
pravented the diffusion of knowledge, and beld the emauncipated
glave as a peon. The eraft guilds organised under the direction of
the Church were the firat labour societies, They were the outgrowth
of the Christian epint permeating society. Neverthelesa vhe can.
ditins of the masses of the people during the middie ages show a
gradua! improvement down tn the date when Martin Luatber and the
yo called reformera cast the fire-brand of religious dissemsions into
the Boropean honsehold, Of their condition in England, we have a



