
Thea a powerful and inrluentially supported attempt was made
to introduce thePrimrose League into the island. Itseems strange
ihu such an idea should enter the mind of reasonable beings;bat it
is, nevertheless, true. Lady Salisbury, Lord Salisbury's secretary,
and, presumably, theDukeofNorfolk— for it wasathis residencetheletter was written

—
sent adocument to the Bishopof Maltaat that

time
—

Right Rev. Mgr. Buhadgtar
—

requesting him to announce the
matter to his peopl", and, in fact, topropagate the association. This
the Bishopobjected to forseveral veryevidentreasons:his work was
purely ecclesiastical ; thisassociation was not presentedto his notice
by his ecclesiastical superiorsat Rome; it was not -i religions or
devotional association of the Catholic Oburch ;it bad, in other coun-tries, a politicalcolour and tendency ;in shoit, as a Bishop, he could
not nndertake the task. The Primrose Leaguemade no wayinMaltaI

The consequences of this actionon thepart of tbeBishop,dealing
withsuch zealots,might havebeeneasily foreseen. A number of diffi-
culties ware raised aroundhim, it wassaid, at Borne— and it is bus*
pected that the influenceof theDuke of Norfolk isnot foreign tothe
result

—
that tbe Bishop wasa person who wasnot acceptable to the

English GovernmentI This sort of attitude on the part of the
Governmentat borne and thatof the island continued; the Prelate
was adored by his people;difficulties were daily arising; finally,
the Bishop wassummoned to Borne, and, for peace sake, a saoeeiaor
to him was appointedin Malta,in the person of Mgr, Pace, whose
name, though meaning

"peace," is strangely and ironically at vari-
ance with the condition of affairs in which he is now living, and
whichhas required the recent letter of thePope asa soothingand
calming word.

The people of Malta havebeen possessed with the idea that the
mission of General Simmons to the Vatican boded them no good*
They knew the man,and their experience of him led them to dis-
trust him. When a local newspaperpublished anarticle in favonr
of Home Rule for Ireland,the Governor, Simmons,appealed, bat in
vain, to theBishop to use episcopalinfluence to crush the journal.
Inhisreport to theBritish Parliament, GeneralSimmons has charac-
terised the clergy of Malta as "

ignorant." This ignorance con-
sists innot knowing English, and it is but a few of them who do
not know tbat tongue, for the study of it was introduced into the
seminary yearsago. He himself cannot talk the general and com-
monlanguage of thecountry be governedat asalary of £5,000 a year.
When he came to Rome and was first presented to the Pope, h«
attempted to speak Fiench. Chaucer describes one of his characters
as speaking French of

''Stratford-atte-Bowe," but no poet has yet
discovered the localityof SirJohnSimmons' French, such aahe spoke
at tbe Vatican. He has been distinguished here above all other
representatives,by bis rudeness and wantof tact;having norespect
for tbe feelings of others, and talkingof tbe Popein a manner which
wasexceedinglyoffensive to the sentiments of Catholics here. Alto-
gether he is just tbe sort of man to describe tbe clergy of Malta,
nearly all of whom know five or six languages, as ignorant, because,
in bis eyes, to be ignorant of English is the unforgivable sin.

P.L.Connkllan.

EUROPE'S OVERWORKED MILLIONS.

(Oregon Catholic Sentinel.)
Comparing the conditions of the labouring menin Belgium with
that of his brother in the United States, the Oregonian says:—

"Ihe
labour movement has borne him beyond the protest against long
hours of toil,and bis demand for wages has resulted inaccordinghim,
even in tbe humblest vocation, a sum per day which exceeds what
the Belgian toiler in like vocations earns in three. The public
schools are everywhere open tohis children,bathe is not taxed to sup-
port a lazy priesthoodor a standing army,and is allowed an aggre-
gate of holidays iv tbe year that enables him to familiarise himself
withall the pretty parksand suburban resorts in his vicinity." Itis
hardly fair to parallel the Belgian with the United States working-
man,and attribute all the evils of his condition to a "lazy priest-
hood." The Belgian labourer is aa well paid as his Protestant
neighbour in Germany. N )rway, Sweden, or even England. Itwill
hardly becontended that a lazy priesthoo1is responsible for thesocial
difficulties in these countries. The position of the wage earner in
Belgium is precisely similar to that of his fellow labourers all over
Kurope. Inevery European country he is over-worked, under-paid,
under-fed, and poorly clothed; his opportunities for education, for
s icial euj >ymeat, for tbe improvementof his condition generally are
hmitei. iook at KuropeI for ages men, women, andchildren Lave
toiled ia field, miue.and factory ; for centuries youth and strength
and means were sacrificed in wars instigated mainly by the avwrice,
pride, or lust of petty prince or ambitious emperor, Tne Church
found the masses of mankind in slavery. She destroyed slavery by
teiching the equality of all men before God, the immortality of the
soul, and moral responsibility and punishment for sin in this world
and the world to come. This was the slow work of centuries.

—
Feudalism with is lawless chieftains, its oppressions,its turbulency,
interfere! with the g-owth of the democratic Bpint in tbe Church,
prevented the diffusion of knowledge, aud held the emancipated
slave as a peon. The craft guilis organised under the direction of
tbe Church were the first labour societies. They were the outgrowth
of the Christian spirit permeating society. Nevertheless the CDn-
ditnns of the masses of the people during the middleages snow a
gradual improvementdown to the date when Martin Luther and the
so called reformers cast the fire-brand of religious dissensions into
the Europeanhousehold. Of their condition in England, wehave a

Amongst the results of the English Mission to Borne on tbe affairs
of Malta, which now occupy so large a share of public attention, the
letter of the Sovereign Pontiff to the Bishopof that See is oneof the
most important. Itindicates tbat a sort of uneasiness prevailed
itmongst the Catholics of that island,— that is to say, almost the

fwhole of the population,
—

which it required the Pope himself to
soothe. The letter of Leo XILI. was issued from Rome on July 27,
and it deplores tbe existence amongst the people of opposition to
and discontent with tbe ecclesiastical authority of that See. Itde-
monstrates the ciuselesaness of the pretexts put forward in justifi-
cation of this opposition,and itmakes evident that the negotiations
between the British Government and the Court of Home had as
their sole object the advantage of tbe Catholics of Maltaand tbe
settlement of possible difficulties which might in futurearise be-
tween the ecclesiastical and civil authorities in tbat island. The
necessity of acquiring theEnglish language ou the partof the Mal-
tese is shown to be for their own benefit more especially so in the
case jf tbe clergy, wuope position requires them to come into con-
tact with the ruling powers— whichemploy that tongue— and a want
of which,on the part of the clergy, would place themat a disad-
vantage. The hope is tben expressed that these good and obedient
Catholics,recognising the benevolent feeling of the Pontiff towards
them, will acquiesce in tbe direction of their Bishop, and comply
withhis instructions.

The very fact that it was deemed necessary by the Pontiff to
send such a letter indicated the existence of serious trouble in that
island. And, indeed, the trouble is not of yesterday's growth. It
has been maturing long;and the English authorities in Malta,aselsewhere, havebeen attempting for ye*rs past to submit these good
Malteseto a regime against whichboth their faithand their man-
hoodequally rebel.

Without entering into a lengthy account of the English line of
action inrespect to Malta and the Maltese, itis sufficient to say that
the troubles which haverecently come to a head are tbe results of
attempts made todestroy the national language of tbepeople, with
the idea of substituting EngUsh in its stead;of introducing, by un-
derhand ways,Protestantism;and by the weakening and lessening
o! patriotism. These purposes are intimately connected one with
the other. If theEnglish language were made compulsory and be-
cameuniversal, the introductionof Protestantism in the island would,
it washoped,be tendered easy. If Protestantism acqured a foot-
ing, the political autonomy audindividuaHiy of tbe Maltesewouldbe
lessened or destroypd, and the Government of the place would be
made thoroughly English.

Idpursuit of the first idea, the island of M alta waß not yet full
twenty-five yearsin the bands of the English Government,when the
governorof that period made strenuous effort to supplant the native
language by English. Itmay be mentioned here that the Maltese,
in 1799, drove out the French, who were at that time regarded as
the apostles of atheism, and sflected the English as their protectors.
In1800 the latter entered on possession under rtimrkably free con-
ditions on the people'g part as to the fullpractice of religion and the
enjoyment of specialpoliticalrights. The languagesgenerally spoken
in the island are Maltese— a combination, they say, of Arabic and
ancient Phoenician— md Italian. Except the peasants aloae, every-
one speaks Italian ;and bo much is this 'hecase, that themovers 10
Italy of the redemptionof Italian territory, s ill under tbe swayof
the foreigner, aremaking spec al effjrts to create a revolution which
may release Malta from British rule and unite it with the so-called"United Italy." Wbeoi in 1825 tne then gov rnor of Malta strove
to introduce the English language, to the supplaniing of Italianand
Maltese, his sole objectwas

— according to information suppliedviva
voce to me by a distinguished native of the island

—
the paving of

tbe way for the proselyiizing of the Catnolics.
Since thatperiod the governois of the island, withoneexception,

to be mentioned presdntly, laboured, with more or lesa zeal, according
to the strength of their convictions or the energy of their character,
for tbe propagandißtn of Protestantism Natuially these efforts were
made in a covertmanner. The exception was the ceriod in which
the island was governed by an Insaman aid a Catholic, named
O'Farrell. His name is hild iv respect by the natives, and chiefly
because he let them aloDe and abowed them to follow out tbe
development of the rights and privie?es accorded to them by law.
B< sides, he dii not tr at them as an inferior race

—
tbat method vi

treatmen' which i-< the ou come of Lord Silis iury's desciiption of
tt.e Hindoo gen leman whom he insultingly described as '■a blackman" It is almost unnecessary to say that, with the exceptiou ofO'Farrell, all the governors of this most Catholic island duiing
uiuety years past have bee » Protestants, and most of them bitter
opponents to Cathoncity. Some of the chief secretaues havebeen
Oiaugemen O Kairell's term was cut short ;it was feit that his
recptctfor tbe n-ligiun of the Maltt-s; and his conciliation of their
just political tendencies were out of harmony with the usual English
method.

When it isconsidered that one of these over-zaalous eovernorsof Malta so far forgot the reticdi.ee due to hisown position, and
the resp ci be owrd to tru religious reelings of the people,as once to
ride through their ranks duiiug a solem-i religious procession, it is
tatural to expect that they regardEnglish interferenc:withconsider-
able suspicion. They are a uot-oloodi d peop c,and they seized the
Governor aiid dipped f lm in thesea, iv return for his unmannerliness
*Itwas fortuuate tiey went no further. The recent

'"
Envoy Extra-

ordinary ana Minister P.enipoten iary from Her Majesty Queen
Victoria to Pope L"o XIII."came within an ace of being treatei in
a similar manner in attempting a similar outrage. Sir John Lintorn
Simmons, who is nothing if uot a fervent Protestant, attempted one
day to ride through a re igious procession. Apjliceman.or gendarme,
seizing the reins of the Governor's horse, toldhim that such a step
would arouse the feelings cf the people to such an extent as to be

Friday,November 14, 1890. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
ENGLAND, MALTA AND ROME.

+
(Roman Correspondenceof thePilot.)

dangerout,not only toorder,bat to the person of the Governor,and
led him away. The peace-lovingpoliceman wassuspendedfrom hUoccupation by theGovernor.

With such insolent conduct on the part of rulers— And the
example of their superiors was imitated by inferior officers of the
Government

—
it was natural to expect that a durablepeace could not

long be maintained. Nor was it. Three years ago the politico*
religious difficulty became invested witha new formin Malta.
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