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AT HOME AND ABRMALD,

——————

. THE Spectator of Beptember 13 throwa, it not a
AN EVIL new, a more vivid light npon the attempt under-
PROPOBAL.  taken for the establishment of diplomatic relations

between Rome and England, The Spectator tells
ug that both in England and in Continental Europe Rome is cozrectly
regatded as a “ resctionary force.” As a resctionary force, moreover,
our fiercely Unionist, anti-Irish, and anti-Catholic contemporary would
make use of Bome. The Spectator, in short, iz an article which leads
up to the conclusion that, to quote his own wotds, * Inenlar Englaad
can defy, but Imperial Engiand can no lenger ignore the Vatican,”
proposes ihat, at any cost, the aid of the Pope should be secnred to
resist the separstist movement, To the passages in our contemporary’s
article referring to otber parts of the world—for ho deals with the
Empire at largo—we need oot refer, It will be aufficient for us to
confine our sttention o what be saye respectioe the Australasian
colonies. His information, navertheless, as to details is not very
correct—in some reapects matters beiug even worse than he represests
them. He errs, for example, wheo be tells ua that ** two srchbishops
and at least six bishops are Irishmen,” the Irish element among the
Aunstralasian bierarchy, being, a8 might naturally be expected, more
on & par with the nationality of Catholic settlers than that. His
representaticn, besides, of the Catholic Chureh in these colonies as
mokicg an empty show for purposes of conversion is false, but he
writes as an undisgnised enewy and the conmderation due to what he
#ays ia increased by the fact that it issor The Spectutor, then, be-
tieves that a movement for the severance of these colonies is imminent,
* That the Roman Charch,” he says, ** will have an active band in the
matter is certsinly probable, and. naless the central authority of the
Vatican controls and reetraina their action and policy, it may be
gusssed that the weight of the Austraissian hisrarchy may be thrown
into the scale against the mother country.” * Hence," ha adds, ¢ the
fatnity of those Englishmen who strive to arouse popular feeling
against diplomatic intercourse with the Vatican.” It appeats, there-
fore, that a very large unse is to be made of Rom= as a * reactirnary
force.,” “ Already in the caseof Ireland,” says the Spectator, “an appeal
from the setion ot the inferior clergy bas had to be laid betore Leo
XIIL bimself.” This, however, is not sufficient for Unionist pur-
poses, the appeal to Bome must be established for the whole BEmpire.
As 10 separation, meantime, 90 far as regards the Australasian colonies,
with which alone we are particularly concerned, we are nnable to see
why Bome should take any special intereat in it. The Spectator, in-
deed, tells us tbat “if che sees it best to fistter in that way the new
democracies, and so ts identify herself with them she will also
advocate, both gecretly and opeoly, the separatist cause.” But ag
thinga actually are, Rome is evidently no more favoured by the * new
democracies  than she 15 by the Imperial Government, Bhe i not
more at hiberty in these colonies than she is in the United Kingdom
—1ay, she obtaine an aid and & conntenance thera that here are denied
to her. 1o Englaud, for example, godless schools are not foreed npon
her under heavy penalties, s is the case among oursclves, Why,
therefore, B me shou'd judge it advantageona to her to flatter the
“new democracies ™ i8 not, at lemst as yet, apparent. Aa to the
Catbolics of thess colonies, separation is probably a question that,
like all others relating to politieal matters, wounld be diff ;renily viewed
by them. Unless some important point of religion were iuvolved in
it, there would be nothing to bind the Oatholic budy togetber either
in oppusing or supporting it, and it is not likely that anything of the
kind would be the case. The secular system, for exawmple, would
bardly be either aggravatsd or amended by the change. For our own
part, we may say in passing, we believe separation to be anything
rather than desirable or conducive to the interests of the ¢ Jonies—
but we admit that other members of the Catholic body may legiti-
mately regard the matter from a differenc point of view, But why
* Rome " stould interfere and command Cathaolics of all shades of
political opinicn to unite inopposing such a movement, it is impossible
to coneceive—the more eapecially if, as the Spsctator says, she should

see it best to flatier the new democracies by advocating the ssparist
cause, Are we to underatand that the Spectator would offer an
equivalent elaewhere for what might be sacrificad in the colonies ?
What, however, ia quite clear is that among thoss who are advacating
the eatablishment of diplomatic relations betwean Bome and England
there are sume at least who wonld make a 100] of the Vatican—a
* resctionary force,” if it suited them—to carry out their own enda
If thess psople bad their will the interests of religion would be sub-
ordinates to those of & politioal pariy. In every bishop appoioted,
whether in Ireland or in these colonies, we must discarn a political
sgent, No proposal, in fact. more caleulmt=d to cresate divisioos
between e Catholic clergy, whether bishops or priests, sud their
people could well be made, The Spectator's articla has the cne merit,
that it mukes Catholics aware of what 18 desired, and leaves oo room
for farther discuise,

THE revival of the effort for the conversion o! Eng-
INCONSISPERT land, in which the Bishop of Salford takesa leading
EFFORTS.  part, ecems to coiocide rather gingularly with an
effort, which, if wo may judge by the ordinary
course of things, must appear to have a teadency in a completely
opposite direction. The Bistuop of S8alford pleads for the aid hae
desires in bringing abont the great object—that is, the prayers of the
faithful—guoting by way ol encowragement the predictions favour-
able to the event made by saints and people famed for their holiness,
One of these predictions that seems vo us particnlarly deserving of
notice, we may remark in passiog, is for example, that of a Jesuit
Father n:ued Manecioelli, who in the year 1608 had a vision in which
it was reveiled to him that, Bagland woult at lasl be converted, and
would be made use of by God to do wonderful things for the exalta-
tion of the Catholic faith among the Mahometan and heathen races
—her connection with those races being, a8 we koow, long subsequent
to the date of the prediction, What seems to us, howevar, caleu-
lated to militate strongly against the conversion in question ia the
effort now being made, ag we see plainly from the confession published
b y tbe Spectator, to bring the Holy See prominently bafore, not only
the peopie of Hopgland, but the whole Bntish Ewpire, as a “ reac-
tionary force,”"—a power to be opposed everywhere to the march of
freedom and enlightenmeat. Ia fict we havein thisa ons of the argn-
ments by which the enemies of tha Catholic church principally mis-
represent har, and which those who affliet pnd injere ner most eom-
mos Iy quote i excusing tneir sctions, Must it not serve to confirm
such false reasoniog in the eyes of Enghsh speaking Protestants, il
an agreement were made by which the Vatican would become directly
allied, sa the Spectator depires, with the opponents of the popular
canee, Under such eircumstances the people would certainly judge
by what came before theireyee, It would be vain to quote fur them
the doctrine of the Church, or the decisions of theologianz —and thus
a very formidable obstacle to their coovermon would be erected.
Fortaoately Rome is wiser than those good folk who form such plans
give her eredit for being., Bhe is not the * 1eacionary force " they
believe and assert her to be, and a3 which they would make use of
her. The situation is very wuell summed up for in-tance by tha
Dablin Nation in an article commenting oo the propossl of the
Spectator 1o which we have alluded. ‘' Tue time,” saye the Nution,
“ hag gone by woen the intereata of the Cnuarch ¢ruld be furwarded
by alliance either with Eiwngs or the changing Mimaters of shifting
factions. The future, certawnly in thse Eaglish-apeaking world, is
with the people ; anl as the people takes its road the Churea witl
be found by its side, n:ither obstructing in the intersst of Downing
atreet nor inciting to revolution in consonance with the w.shes of
Oalifornian gold kings. Its sons bave won their freedom throughout
the Bmpire, and are prepared to defend it at Moelboarae, ot 8ydney
or Wellington, or Montreal, or Dablie, Thay will serve their Church
best by serving their country, and they are the beat jundges of their
respective countries' meeds. Cath.licity in Canada, 10 Anstralia, in
New Zcaland, and ia Irelaad will be best served, oot by ear-wiggine
in Dowaing street, bat by ite sous proving themselves worthy of a
place in the foremost ranks of rasp:ctable and patriotic citizenship
io those countries. Thuit 18 ae well known at Rome as it is here.
Downing street has nothing to give, It belped the plunderers o the



