
W« wewith flomo little amazement, andsome little
amusement forsooth, that a claimii made to the
effect thatSocialismis not suspicions from a relig-
ious pointofview. VeriIjthereare short memories
amongstutnow-a-days,and whateverisconvenient

seemseasrof belief. Socialism,asa matterof fact, is remarkable
fornothingmorethanits association from the very beginning with
religion. Sorely Saint-Simon has not so long passedaway from
amongthe livingthatbe should be wholly forgotten,andsorely the
doings of theSaint-Bimonians weresufficiently reoenttobe still with-
in therecollectionof many withwhom they were contemporaneous.
Thefatherof Socialism although the palpi1 of D'Alembert wasno-
thing if not religious, though bis religion was of a very different
nature fromthatinculeatadby any branch of Christianity, however
witheredandseparatedfrom the parentstem, and, above all, wasit
widelyseparated from the Catholic Ohurch, to which its heresUrch
had from his boyhood been violently opposed. Soprecocious was he
inhia rebellionthat, whenaboy of thirteen,he resisted with success
theeffortsmade by his father to havehim prepared (or his first com-
munion. But, thoughhe was the inaugurate* of a levelling system
and theprofessed friendof themasses,with a strange inconsistency,
he remained proudof the name of Saint-Simon andof the bloodof
the Counts of Vermandois,aa inconsistency, we mty remark, that
becomes very apparent in contrast with the enmity against the
privileges of birthdeclared by his successors In a proclamation,
forexample,postedby thamon toe wallsof Paris in the year1830,
the following passage occurs. *Feudalism will be finally extin-
guished, when all the privileges of birth are, without exception,
abolished,and wh<neveryoneshallbe placedaccording tobiscapacity
andrewardedaccording tobis works. And when this new religion
shallhave realised uponearth the reign of Ood, the reign of peace,
andof liberty, which theChristianshave placed inHeavenalone,then
theCatholic Church willhivelost its power, it will have ceased to
exist." At tothe creed of Saint-Simon,it wasa fantasticone,capable,
as itproved,of still morefantastic developmentsamonghis followers
andsuccessors,spreadabroad, moreover, through France by a very
activeanddevoted propagandaandowningat one time a considerable
nnmbrrof adherents. As to itsmorality it was dubious and even
more than dubious. Saint-Simon himself was accused and truly
accusedof frequenting hauntsof infamy, but he explained that be
did soin the interests of science, claiming that a man who acted on
such motives most, through such associations, attain to tbe highest
summit of virtue. His definition, however,of the virtuesby which
the chosen of God weretobe distinguished is verysuggestive, atleast
as tobis frame of mind. These, he said,willno longer be the insigni-
ficant mattersof chastity and continence. They will be talents, tbe
highest degreeof talents. But Saint-Simon insisted on tbe necessity
ofdefinitedoctrine. The formation of doctrine, he wrote,to serve as
the base of the industrial system, as theformer doctrineserved asthe
base of tbe fendal system, is altogether an urgent necessity. The
religious system, as we havesaid, was further developed by Saint-
Simoo's followers, and especially under tbe succeeding
apostle, Knfantin, an apostle whose conduct vacillatedbe* weenlibertinism and asceticism and who, in fact, served a
sentence of a year's imprisonment, under the popular govern-
mentof KingLouis Philippe, for bavin* outraged public morality.
The tohration,meantime, to be permitted by B>»int Simon may be
gathered from tbe fact that into his designs there entered the publi-
cationof a catechism framed on the Encyclopedia in aperfect form,
and whose teaching would leplace that vi the Catholic theology.—
The study of this catechism would be compulsory, noether religious
teaching would be permitted,and no one who bad not passed an
examination initwould be admitted to the rights of acitisen. There
ir nothing onwhich Saint-Simonmoreemphatically insists thanon tbe
necessity forinterferingwith the religions institutionsalready inexis-
tence. "The joleobject," be wrote "thata thinkercan propose tohim*

eelf to-day, U to workat the reorganisationof the moralsystem, the
religious lystem, the politicalsystem, ina word the system of ideas
under whatever sspect they may be regarded." "Itis evident,"he
wroteagain, " tbat after the construction of tbenewscientific system
there will ba a reorganisation of the systems of religion, general
politics,morals and public instruction, and that, consequently, the
clergf will be reorganise1." He had, indeed, verystrict notions as to
what the clergy should be

—
but into which their qualifications is

theologian! hardly entered. As we hare seen,hia intentionwas that
theology should give place to thesystem set forthin the catechism
he proposed to frame on the teachingof the Encyclopedia. If, there-
fore, it has amazed, and aljoa little amused,us to fiadit assumed
and asserted that Socialism was, and must necessarily be, in its
very essence disassociated from religion, and asystem recognising
the right of everycreed toequaltreatment, wemay reasonably claim
to be held excused. At the same time, we see no reason why
Socialism, as a political system, should necessarily interfere with
religion, or why if it werefound otherwise praoticaland useful it
could not exist side by side with it. WLat we dosee, and see with
perfect clearness is, tbat, in attempting to introduce amongas a
byatem wbich in its initiation was associated with ahostility to tbe
Christian religion,and whose propagatorsand adherents hare ever
since been largely identified with every attack made inEuropeon
religion and the Catholic Church, menshould becareful toprove that
they haveno irreligious sympathies, and no intentionalso toadopt
thesinister course that has brought tbe system into suspicion— and
obtained for it the reputationof being the determinedand relentless
foe o Ch rietianity. It is much to be regretted, therefore, that
gentlemen whohave come forward as candidates for Parliamentary
repiesentation seem inclined to furnish us withmo inch proo',but,
on the contrary, giveus reason to fear that tbeSocialismof which
they deolare themselves advocates, most prove identical with tbe
system wbich, even if it be otherwise capable of producing good
results, otnoot fail to be vitiated and rendered venomous and
destructive by its enmity to religion. Tbis iscertainly the oaly light
in wbich we can interpret the expressed determinationol these
gentlemea to fores Catholicsstill to support tbegodless8chooli—al» >
planned by Saint-Simon, thus punishing them severely for their
fidelity to the precepts of their Charcb, and their undying and
indestructableattachment to their religion.

OtJK contemporary the Wellington Press isdidactic,
and even dogmatic. Nay, he is a secular Pope,
against whose infallible utterances no one matt

protest. With whatan air of authority does not our contemporary
lay down the law aa tosecularism. " There is nothing," he tells us,
for trample, " in the teachings to undermine whatever faith their
(thechildren's) parentsor theSunday schools instil into their mind*
and a great deal of desultory teaching of a moral character is
scattered throughout the lessons. All that is wanted is tosystematise
this, and the objection of those who decry theabsenceof all religious
teacbiDg would vanish." Our authoritative contemporary notwith-
standing,we venture to doubt as to whether the Bystematisiog of
evena great dealof desultory teaching of a moral character would
really satisfy theconscientious scruples of peopledesirousof religious
teaching. Opinions, in fact, are ton widely divided as to the effects
of meremoral teaching toallow peopleof any prudmcc, even apart
from all considerations of religion, to accept as conclusive ths
decision of the most dogmatic editor.

—
Let us take, for instance, the

conclusions to which his experience has led a certain eminent
Frenchman, Dr. Uocbard, a member cf the FreDch Academy of
Medicine

—
himself anex-pupil of the secular system, and who has

educatedhis sons in a similar manner. Dr, Rochard disclaims all
predilectioos for religious schools,still ina book,entitled '^'Educa-
tion de nos Filt" and recently published by him, he speaks as
follows :—

"
Iaffirm that the greater part of the pupils ouly see in

the 9tudy of morality a course to follow, additional phrases to retain.
Iamconvinced that there is not one pupil in a hundred into whose
mind the thought enters that thesenotions are given to him in order
that he may conform his conduct to them. This teachingis abso-
lutely sterile:it goes for nothing in forming souls and characters.
Practicalmorality is the continuous lesson, the good example. It is
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