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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Wx see with scmo little amazement, and some little
AOCIALISN AND amusement forsocth, that s claim in made to the
ITS ASSCCUIA- effect that Bocislism is not snspicions from s relig-

TIONS, ious point of view, Veri Iythere are sbort memories
amonget us now-a-days, and whatever is convenient
sooms oany of baliet.  Bocialism, ae & matter of fact, is remarkable

for nothing more than its speoviation from the very beginning with
raligion. Surely Saint-Bimon haa not so long passed away from
smang the living that he should be wholly forgotten, and aurely the
doings of the Saiat-Bimoniaos wero sufficiently recent to be still with-
it the recollection of many with whom they were contemporaneous.
The father of Socialism sithough the pulpil of D'Alembert was oo-

thing if not religions, though his religion was of a very different
natere from that inculestsd by any braoch of Christianity, however
wicherad and separated fram the parant etem, and, above all, was it
widaly separated trom the Catholic Church, to which its heresiarch
bad from his boyhood been violently opposed. 80 precocions was he
in his rebellion that, when a boy of thirteen, he resisted with sucoess
the efforts made by his father to have hima prepared for his first com-
manion. Bat, thongh ho was the inaagurator of a lerelling system
and the professed friend of the masses, with & &iracge inconsintency,
he remained proud of the nams of Baint-Bimon and of the blood of
tha Counts of Vermandois, an inconsistency, we may remark, that
beecmes very spparsnt in conirast with the enmity agaiost the
privileges of bizrth declared by his successors. In & proclsmation,
for example, poated by tham on tue walls of Pacisin the year 1830,
the followiog passage occurd. ™ Feudalism will be finally exiin.
gnished, when ail the privileges of birth wre, without exception,
nhalisbed, and when everyone ahall be placed pecerding to his capacity
snd rewarded according to hie works, And when this bew religion
shall have realised upon earth the reign of God, the reign of peace,
and of liberty, which the Ohrietians have placed io Heaven nlone, then
the Catholic Church will have loat its power, it will have ceased to
exist.,” A tothe creed of Baint-Simon, iti was a fantastic one, capable,

ns it proved, of still more fantastic developments among hia followera
and enccesaors, spread abroad, moreover, through Fraace by a very
active and devoted propaganda and owning st one time a coneiderable
pumber of adherenls.  As to its morality it was dubious and even
more than dobions. Bant-Simon bimsel! wam accused and rruly
accused of frequenting haunts of infatny, but he explained that he
did so in the interests of ecience, claiming that & man who acted on
soch motives must, throogh anch associations, attain to the highest
summit of virtue, His definition, bowever, of the virtnes by which
the chosen of God were to be dietinguished in very suggestive, at least
as to his frame of mind. Thewe, he said, will no longer be the insigni-
ficant matiers of chastily and continence. Thaey will be talests, the
bhighest degree of talents. But Baint-Bimoa iosisted on the necessity
of definita doctrine. The formation of dostrine, he wrote, 1o serve as
the base of the industrial aystem, as the former doctrine served as the
base of the fendal eystem, ia altogether an nrgent neceasity, The
Teligious system, an we have said, waa further developed by Baint-
Bimoo's followers, and especially under the succeeding
apostle, Enfantin, an apostie whosse conduct wacillated
be'ween libertinism and asceticism and who, in fact, served &
sentence of a year's imprisonment, under the popalar govern-
ment of King Louie Philippe, for having nutraged public morality.

The tolaration, meantime, to ba permitied by Ssint Simon may be
gathered trom the fact that into bis designs there entered the pubii.
cation of a ontechism fremed on the Eneyclopedia in a perfact form,
and whose teaching would 1eplace that ui the Catholic theology,—
The study of this catechiem would be compulsory, no cther religious
teaching wonld be permitted, and no one who had not passed an
examioation in it wonld be admitted to the righta of a citizen. There
ir pothing on which 8aint-Simon more emphatically insists than on the
necessity forinterfering with the religions institutions already in exis-
tence. “The sole object,’” he wrote “that a thinker cac propose to him-

telf 1o-day, is to work at the reorgsnisation of the moral system, the
religions system, the political system, in & word the system of ideas
under whatever sspect they may be regarded.” “Itis evident,” he
wrote again, “ that alter the constraction of the new scientific system
thers will be & reorganisation of the aystems of religion, genera!
politics, moeals and pablic instruction, and that, cons:quently, the
clergy will ba reorganise !, He had, indeed, very strict notions as to
what the clargy should be--bat icto which their quoalifications sa
theologians hardly entered. As we have seen, his intention was that
theology shounld give place to the system set forth in the catechism
he proposed to frame on the teaching of the Encyclopadia, If, thare-
fore, it has amazed, and also a little amused, ns to find it assumed
and asserted that Bocinlism was, and must necessarily be, in its
very esseuce diesssociated from religion, snd a systam recognisiog
the right of every creed to equal ireatment, we may reasonsbly claim
to be held excused, AL the samo Lime, we sse no reasgn why
Bocialism, me 8 political system, should necessarily intsrfers with
religion, or why if it were found otherwise practical and nsefal it
could not exist side by side with it. WLat we do nee, and see with
pertact clearness is, that, in attewpting to introduce among us &
Rystem which in irs initintion was associated with a hostility to the
Ohristian rsligion, and whoss propsgators and adherents harve ever
since been largely identiied with every aitack made in Europs on
religion and the Catholia Church, men should be careful to prove that
they have no irreligions sympathies, and no intention slso to ndopt
the sinister course that has brought the system into suspicion--and
obtained for it the reputation of being the determined and relentless
foe o Ch ristianity., It is much to be regretted, therefore, that
ge ntlemen who have come forward as candidates for Parliamentary
repressntaiion sesm inclined to furnish ns with mo such proof, bat,
om the contrsry, give us reason to foar that the Bocialism of whish
they deolare themwelven advocites, must prove identioal with the
syatem which, even if it be otherwiss capable of prodocing good
rosults, sannot fail to be vitiated and rendered venomous snd
destructive by its enmity to religion, This 18 certainly the oaly light
in wbich we can interpret the expresssd determioation ol thess
gentlemen to force Catholics still to support the godless schoola—ale»
planned by BSaint-Bimon, thus punishing them severely for their
fidelity to the precepts of their Chareb, and theirr undying and
indestructable attachment to their religion,

OuR contemporary the Wellington Press is didactie,

Y BLOW,” and even dogmaiic., Nay, he is a eecular Pope,
against whose infallible utterances no one must
protest. With what an sir of authority does not our contemporary

lay down the law 8s to secularism. ' There is nothing,” he tells us,
for (xample, “in the teactings to undermine whatever faith their
(the children's) parents or the Bunday schools inetil into their minds,
and & great deal of desultory teaching of a moral character is
seattered throughout the lessons, All that is wanted is to systematise
thig, and the objection of those who decry the absence of all religious
teaching would vanish.” Oar authoritative contemporary votwith.
slanding, we venture to doubt es to whether the systematisiog of
even & great deal of desnltory teaching of & mora! character would
really satisfy the conscientious ecruples of people desirous of religions
teaching. Opinioas, in fact, are ton widely divided as to the effects
of mere moral teaching to allow psople of any prud sace, even apart
from all considerativns of religion, to accept as conclusiva the
decision of the most dogmstic editor.—Let ua take, for instance, the
conclosions to which his experience har led a certain eminent
Frenchman, Dr, Zochard, a member of the French Aeademy of
Medicine—himself an ex-pupil of the secular system, and who has
educated his sona in a similar manner. Dr. Rochard disclaims all
predilectiona for religious schoals, still in & book, entitlead “I' Educa-
tion de nos Fils," and recently published by bim, he spesks as
follows :—* I uffirm that the greater part of the pupils culy see in
the study of morality a course to foliow, additional phraces to retsin,
I am convinged that there is not one pupil in & boodred into whoge
miod the thonght entera that these notions are given to bim in order
that he may conform hi# conduct to them. This teaching is abwo-
lately sterile : it goes for nothing in forming souls and characters,
Praction! morality is the coutinuoas lesson, the good example. It ia



