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cavse of their belonging to some geot, tu relieve the S1ate by putting
their hands into their own pockets for the education of their children,
if the scholare so referred to were examined by the Government
inspector: in the same subjects as tanght in the State scbools, there
shon!d be a coniribation made to them. The capitation to the pablic
gchools was £3 158 per child, Now it wounld be simply  matter of
strict abstract jostice to give them a part of this capitation. In bis
owno early life it India he was much impressed with the manner in
which a nation of different castes and creeds was ruled by a handful
of men, who admioistered level-handed justice where the difficulties
were o great, and at times 8+ alarming, that a man might consider
his nearest road to Paradise was by chopping off the head of a pext-
door neighbour, and where the sword and dagger were unceasingly at
work. To carry out his plan would strengthun edutation, by remov-
ing a feeling of injustice that existed, and old sores would be healed,
instead of feptering till they became less curable, In seven sessions
of Parliament ha had never spokea on this question, but if a measure
like Mr, Pyke's Bill came up for consideration he skould vote for
private schools being aided in the way stated.”

ACCORDING to the cable, Mr. Gladstone must bave changed his
mind on the road between Edinborgh and Dalkeith, One day,
apeaking in Edinburgh he justified the resistance of the Irieh people
to the hateful lawa. The next, speaking at Dalkeith, he condemned
the Plan of Campaign, the most effective method of resistance that
has been found, and pronounced it unnecessary, Is Mr. Gladstone
doting, then, or is the cable—romancing ?

“BIR C. GAVAN DUFFY, in a letter 1o Archhishop Croke, declares
that if the Land Purchase Bl introduced into the Britisk Patlia-
ment by Mr Balfour wan sabmitted to an Irish Parliament it would
be received with an outburst of enthusimsm, and he advises its
prompt acceptance by the Irish party,” 8ir 0. Gavan Duffy can

speak for himself—few men better, and thersfore we shall not ves-
ture to excuse him,

ANOTHER victory in the shape of a by-election has been obtained ,
Mr. Buby, a Home Raler, bas beaten Cowonel Hgerton for Eecles by
4901 votes, agsi gt 4691, or a mjority of 210, The tide still lows
in the right direction,

IRISH navviea are men of epirit. A number of them ergaged
for Australia, we are told, refused to start and returned penniless to
Dnblin., On reaching the port of sail they no doubt learned that they
were 10 be brooght out as “ black-legs,”

MR. BALroUR and Mr, Gladstone, we are told, ars both agreed
48 to the neceseity of makiog a eettlement of the Ivigh question, if
ouly to remove the block it «ffectually (ffera to all other business,
We may gather that the right hon. gentlemen have severally ex-
preseed their opinions, aud we know that they are widely divided as
to the methods of settlement.

ME, BALFOUR hue actually proved his right to the epitbet
‘brave,” He has tiavelled alnng Connaught railways and driven
along Connaoght roads in the broad daylight and without any one,
pearer than the next police barrack—a couple of miles off at most—
to protect him from being shot, We hope Mr. Balfour may recogniss
a bad potato when he sees one, and reward the Connaught men for
not ebooting him by eupplying them with eomething natead of it.
Meantime, nothing conld be more astonishing, as Mr. Balicer no
doubt knew very well, than that anyobe on either side of the
8baonon shonld have a elap at him, His epithet of “ brave" ia

cheaply earned. It would be well if he bad as easily earncd that of
' bloody. "

Mg, WiLLiaM HUrCHISON anccunces himself aa a candidate
for 1he represantation of the Dunedin electorate.

OWING to an overright we huve hitherto cmitted te announes
the marnage of Misa Mary Hill, danghter of Mr, Charles Hill, Kai-
korai Valley, and niece of Mr, Edward Carroll of Mornington, which
took plaea at St. Jogerh's Catbedral on Beptember 24th, to Mr. Luke
Moullany, son of Mr. Mullany of Merten, It is never toolate to mend,
however, and we nre bappy now to correct the faalt, wishing, lasides,
to the young couple, a long and presperona career.

Messrs, Bmith Broihers are holding an obligatory sale at their
establishment in G orge street, Duvedin, The stock must be sold,
and prices are fixed accordingly,

The Zealandin boots, manufactured by Messrs, Skelton, Frostick
and Cou., Christehurch, are highly recommended, lhey ale pro-
nounced in ¢viry roepeet irs'-clag-,

vir J. McKay, of Cockhm Houa-e, Piiners g reet, Duanzin, has

purcha el the Cits oot Pal ce, cr.er of Georgo and 81, Aodrew ¢

gtr-etg w izh be will conduet in a mnner deservt s £or b estab-
lishment its title,  Mr 3 Kaiy will personally supervise the business
wod bis high repu'ation and well known expenence are a sufficient
guarantee for the exceilence of the goods offsred to the public,—
Attontion also is given to moderate prices,

A TRUE GHOBST STORY.
_————
(By the Ruv. FATaER EDMUND, C.P,, in the dve Maria,

No doubt, there are ghosts and ghosts. I am no more a believer
than the widest of my readera in soch gobling, as the nursery-maid
brightened we withal ; or, again, in phsttoms of the kind we heard
about in “ creepy " tales at school. Buot the word “ ghost * properly
means spirit ot seul; and I do believe that departed souls are
allowed now and then, and for some good reason, to visit friends on
earth, and under the same appearance as ‘o form, sometimes even as
to dress, which they wore in this morta! life. I believe this becanse
there is far 100 much evidesce for the fazef of svch apparitions to
leave it an open question with any onprejudiced mind.

But thoee who defend the existence of ghosts are generally under
the disadvantage of not having seen one themeslves. They can only
speak from what they have heard or read. This enables the sceptic
to jeer; and it ig easy to raise & langh on such a aubject without
ei her the wit or the amiablencss of Byr n's lines:

" Grim reader, did you ever see & ghost ?
Ko ; but you've heard—I nuderatand : be dumb.
And don't regret the time you may have lost,
For you kave got that pleasure still to come.”
I deem it, then, no small gain to my own belief in these apparitiona
that I Jave seen one myself, and without further prelude I proceed
to the narration,

It was on the 1ith of February, 1887, Our community here in
Buenos Ayres, though smaller than usaal at the time, was bravely
carrying out our rule of riging at night to sing Office in choir, We
follow hera the custom of our North American province as to the
hour of rising, viz., at two o'clock 1n summer and at haif-past one in
winter Fabruary being a summer month in this part of the world,
we bad risen at two on the morning of the 11th, and bad finished onr
Office at three ; but, according to rule, we had to remain in choir
meditating till half-pust three--then back to bed,

Now, here I must make a cornfession, since my story positively
requires it. Qur chief superior, or provincial (a8 we call him—
thuugh the provioce, as soch, {8 not yet form: d), had been away
several months-—baving gene first to Rome and theo to the United
States ; and we were eagerly awaiting his return, There was much
diequierude among us about ¢-rtain matters, and on thia particular
morning my own mind was unusually perturbed—so that, indeed I
had great difficulty in attending to the Divioe Uffice, Ia fact, if ihe
troth mast be told, I bad experienced for the first time (mince be-
coming a religious) & mevere temptaiicn against continning in com-
muuity life ; und had parually entertained ir,

Well, when Matins and L.uds, with the regnlar prayers which
follow according ta our custom, w.re ovir, [ julged it a good move
to go 1oto the garden £ir a few minutes, to see if the fresh air would
not calm me.  As oor honse was then (it has been added to since),
the choir was close to the gardea—being at the end of a corridor
which led out into the garden,  Bo, forth I went,

The night was clear,though some hight clouds ware in the sky, No
moon, but light enough to distinguish the trees and the plots for some
Intie digtanes, (Beit remembered we bave no twilight bere, asin
the North ) [ wag closing the door Lehind me, my hand stili on the
knob, when I perceived with scme surprise the figare of a Passionist
standing bareheaded about six yarde from me, and on a patch of
ground which bad remained grassiess, the stump of an old tres haviog
been extracted there. This spot was round, and complstely covered
by the habit of its occupant, It struck me as singular that he had
chosen that particular spot tu stind on, since he must have wetted
his feet in crossing the grassto get toit, Besides, was it not Brother
E., who was too 11l to 11se for choir? He was the oaly religious not
ie attendanpce that night, and 1 kuew that none had left the choir bat
mys:if, It waas the time of the © greater sieuce,” or I should have
remongtrated with him for thus expnsing himself to further illnesa,

But now, looking at the fizore more clowely, 1 saw Lhat it waa
not Brother i, It was not tall encogh for him, neither was the head
. The hatr was ot another colour, and the outhne of the face, as
faras [ could distinguish it, was very different, Besides, 1 reflocted,
Brother K. could not bave gone into the gardeo withoat passing the
choir duor, which was wide open ; 8o that we must have heard him,

Thea . . . whowasit? Herea feeling of awe came over
me. Could it be my dear friead the provineial? Was be dead, and
was 1his apparition meant to tell me so? (We bhad not even heard
from bim for an unusually long time, and wers wondering what
couid be the reason.) The figure stoud facing wesiward, away from
me ; and I ziught but the profile of the face, and that too indis-
tinetly to be sare of the features. But, for a minute, { thought it
did look very like the proviecial; aud would have spoken but for
feeling tongae-tied. The next muoute, hewever, I reflected that it
had wot s height, and louked more ke Brother A, who had died
in Buenns Ayres (wo years before, snd for whom I had prayed a good
deal. Then, again. had it been a priest, ] ehould have noticed the
tonsure {the head being 1n a potition to show 11),

Wely, I ghall never forgive myself for not apeaking, The apoa-
ritien scemed waiing for me to do so, bat I was teo long in sun-
tmoning coursge. However, I did not retreat into the house. e
waa the first to move  With s motion Like tbat of a bird taking
wing, toe figure shook itself out, dissolviog from the head downward ;
avd the last thing I saw was the black rim of the habit vanisbing off
the ground-—off the bar¢spot of earth, which gleamed out under the
wlarizhe,

1 walked down the steps and along tbe path for o comple of
minnus betore eutering the house, and wh-n [ got back to the chowr
my teciings halindeed calmed dowa, 1 felt bow very foolish T had
been to let myself becume so npset, ani spent the rematnder of the
tiwe untd L past thiee 0 fervent prayer aod renewal of confidence
14 our Beos-e'l Lord and Lady ; resolviog to go to coufession wi hout
delay, and never ag.in 1o entertaws for au instant the thongit of
givlog ap my religicus vosation.

A tew days after came a letter from the provincial, explaining
bis loag silence, and gladdening us with the news that he was just



