
As to the accusation brought against the Press at
an unfair the meeting in dunedin on Saturday, of being

accusation, inimical to theext \inglabour agitation, and oneof
thespeakerson the occasion made expressmention

of the religious Press,
—

so far as weourselves are concerned, it was
unjust. With the objects of the labour unionß, that is so far as they
are the advancementof the working classes, theredress of grievances
from which they suffer, or the amelioration of their position, weare
insympathy. But we think it is open tous,or, indeed, incumbent
onus, to be fully assured as to the natureof the measures takenand
their relation towardsthe ends sought,before wegive them our ad-
vocacy. This is all the more incumbent onus, because, as we owe
our existence almost entirelyto the supportgiven usby workiogmen,
any slip on our part,or any false step by which we might mislead
them, wouldbe more thanordinarily culpable. What wedoubt, there-
fore, is not that the working-man'sposition is capable of improve-
ment,or that,evenashe issituated inNew Zealand, and immeasurably
better off than he is at Home,his condition, tokeep pace with the
progress of the age,does not still need amendment. We arecon-
vinced for example,thathe may legitimately claim such a shortening
of his hours of labour as may bo necessary to prevent his earnings
from being lessened by the employment of machinery. He has also
inour opinion a right toclaim a fair share of tho profits that his
labour contributes tosecure

—
a claim already acknowledged inmany

instances where the systemof profit-sharing has with much success
been introduced, and weacknowledge him entitled io every way to
demand that hemay sobe placed as to satisfy the wants,and keep
on the levelto whichmodern civilisation hasledhim,and whichmust
necessarily become respectively more numerous and higher
as time goes by. If, for instance, the artisan of the
middle ages was, as certainly was tbe oase, better off than the
artisan of the day is, his earnings were less but his wants were
fewer. The advanceof civilisation and culture, in which, whether
he will or no, the working man must have his part,creates wants,
and he has a right to demand that he may be soplaced as toprovide
for them. Still weargue that itis open tous todoubt as to whether
the workingmen are wisein persevering in a movement that, to all
appearances, must result in hindering progress and throwingback
the standing of the colony. That they will be finally preventedfrom
attaining theirobject we do not believe. What we witnessed on

Once moreaday has been madememorablein the
A memorable, history of Dunedin by a labour demonstration.

sattjbday. Saturday was thechosen season,and the formwhich
the demonstration took was thatof a procession,

terminating ina meeting. The unions musteredstrong,and their line
was imposing in its length

—
imposing also in the thoroughly respect-

ableappearanceof themen and the orderliness andearnestness of
theirdemeanour. If they are pursuing a chimera, themanner in
which they aredoing so,so far as it meets the eye,makes the fact
that theyare wasting their time and efforts, andinjuring their own
best interißts many times more lamentable. The line of march was
from the triangle to thenorthendof thetown,whence areturn was
made through theprincipalstreets

—
a brassbandand aknotof pipers

heading the array, and relieving each other in discoursing sweet
sounds. The site of themeeting was the space lately covered by the
gardens of theExhibition,and where the centralkiosk, which Btill
remains standing, servedas aplatform. As to the speeches,they were
very fervent and very confident, and they were listened to with
wrappedand noiseless attentionby a crowded audience, who seemed
in the fullestsympathy with the speakers. The chief subject dealt
with wasthe dismissalby the Railway Commissionersof four promi-
nent members of the Railway Servants' Associationfor thepart taken
by themin a meeting of their Association heldat Christchurch on
September 3. This Was denounced especially as aninfringement of
the right of free speech, and,explained as it was by the speakers, it
certainly assumed a very evil appearance. The positionoccupied
generally by the Railway Commissioners was also discussed and
objected to as subjecting the railways directly to the control of the
LegislativeOouncil. It was, in fact,made clear that,if the people,
asrepresentedat least by theDunedin unionß, succeed inreturning a
majority at the approaching elections,short work will bemade of the
Commissioners. Itwas not,however, the Commissioners alone that
came in for the reproof of the speakers. One of them, for example,
declared that the unions wereunjustly opposedby four"P's," namely
the Parliament, the Police, the Press and the Pulpit. With the
Parliament, wehavenothing todo— itmaybe taken as fair game,if
indeed, snch a moribundquarry is consideredworth an arrow. Five
of itsmembers alone wereafterwards singled out for a resolution of
thanks, which it is charitable to hope that even so miserable a
remnantmaydeserve. The police,webelieve were vainly accused,
their name perhapsbeing introduced morefor the sake of alliteration
than for anything else. But they do not appear tohavebeen the
aggressorsinany case since themovement commenced. Towards the
Press,also, the speakersseemed tous somewhatunfair. Their assump-
tion, in fact,appeared to be thatall who werenot pronouncedly for
them wereagainst them, and they hardly made allowance enough for
doubtandhesitation in what is really a verydifficult qnestion. The
asserted oppositionof the pulpit, meantime, gave rise to rather an
amusing incident. One of the speakers boldly, and withal as it
provedrashly, attackeda statement that he had heard a certain
minister make on a recent occasion, alluding with derision and
indignation toa contrast drawnbetweenthe conditionof labourin the
middleages and that less favourably occupied by it to-day. He
endedby challenging the minister whom he said he saw presentto
come forwardandmeethis argumentif be dared. And theminister
diddare. Hebehaved withdecided pluck, and deserves credit for
his action. He cameon theplatform, faced theunsympathetic crowd,
gave themProfessorThorold Rogers, asilence-producingname,ashis
authority, with the title of the Professor's book, whereit was tobe
purchasedanditsprice. He also took tha opportunity of protesting
against boycotting, and recommended to the particular
attention of the unions, as a substitute for the end they now
had in view, the settlement of the land of the colony.
The boycott, nevertheless, retains its position of esteem in
theminds and heartsof the speakers. One of them declared that,
so long aa he was good for anything, he would adhere to it aa hie
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dearest right. Another proclaimed it a "
heaven-Bent privilege,"

although,he said, whenfirst he heard of it,he hadnot been inclined
to look npon it with any particular respect. Anddid we, indeed,
ourselves anticipatein those days when, at the back of God-speed
below remote,dismal!,Ballinrobe, the system wasiassumingitsmod' ro
shape,and all the world outside Ireland,as well assome share of the
world within the island's limits, were loud in condemnation of it
that weshould ever hear the boycottheld up toapplause and loudly
applaudedas a blessed institution by a crowd of our own sober and
respectablecitizens of Dunedin?— for let noonesuppose the unicna
areanything else ineither appearance or conduct. But one tornh
of nature makes the whole worldkin,and the peasantwhostruggle*
for his rights on thebankbof Lough Mask is hailed at a celestial
leaderby the antipodeanartisanwhofeelshimself inasimilar plight "
Anexpressionof relationship and sympathy which fellless welcome
on our ears was that in which the speaker alluded to spoke of
Russian Nihilists and German Socialists as brothers withhim in the
samecause, and excused by their different circumstances for the
different methods employed by them. We would fainbelieve that
thespeaker wascarried away by theheat of speaking, and thatnot
eveninRussia wouldhe take part, ashe certainly impliedhe would
in,at least,the methodsjof theNihilists. On thewhole,nevertheless,
the speeches were moderate and|good. They were calculated also to
give ahigh idea of the intellectual standing of the Dunediu artisan.
Like the appearanceand conduct of the union men, they left the
impression that if they wereconnected witha vain effort to promote
anunworthy or weakmovement, there was much cause to regret the
fact.To seemenin every way fitted to workout fineandbeneficialen«s
engaged inauselessand wastefulstruggle must beamelancholy sight.
The true meaning of this memorable Saturday, therefore,remains to
be determinedby the final issue.


