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nature to, avd il not exactly indentical certainly closely connected
with, that now introdnced and established among ourselvea must
be of interest to us. We see the advantages members of the Masonic
lodges enjoy in {talv where members of tha Ministry alss arc pro mi-
nent Freemasons, Were Btatesmen among onrselves, likewise allied
with Continental lodges, to become ministers here, may we not
rationally soppose they too would show an amiable indulgence
towarda members of their body ! We say, then, the introdnetion and
eatablishment in New Zealand of the Grand Orient of France may
poseibly have its advantages for some one or another, and if not with
relation to s Government monopoly as in Italy, st least with regard

to something else that may prove equally profitable to the parties
concerned,

THE Otage Daily Times, as we ware recently given

THE, to understand, had of late been going tco far in a
MONOPOLIBT liberal and popular direction. The information,
ELEMENT, bowever, did oot eurpriec us in apy very great

degree. The wonder, indeed, was that, considering
the character of the management of the Company, our contemporary
bad ever dared to siray in any such direction at all, and the fact
that it did 8o pointsto & very commendable degree of courage and
independence on the part of whomsoever it was that was account-
able for such an inconeistent line of action, What possible sympathy,
for example, can be felt for anything that is popular or liberal by
the ceccupiers of large tracts of country, sll whose interests are
bound up with the continuance, confirmation, and increase of mono-
poly? (an we believe that such men are menopolista only by
accident, and that at heart they are philanthropists of an especially
eelf-sacrificing caste, and ready when the opportunity offers to sur-
render all their exclusive privileges for the popular good, the supposi-
ticn on which alone,,monopolista may be accredited with liberal
eentiments. The question, we fancy, conld be answered by the
history, for inatance, of gridironing and dumwmyism, and other inno-
cent devices of the kind, were that history fuily revealed, And yet,
strange to say, puch men, such monopolists, known as monopolists
aad by no means known a8 philanthropists, are again and again
returned to Parliament by constituencies to whose interests they are
determinedly and visibly opposed. 1f we want a particular case to
point our moral, it is not diffienlt to find one--that, for example, of
& monopolist representing a coostituency of small settlers and
miners, and looking something like a sparrow-hawk raised by &
community of litile birds to a tree-top possessing particular advan-
tages over them, His interest is to keep the miners back and to
prevent ssttlement ; tbeirs is to promote the advance of mining and
to have gettlement increased. If they choose him, therefore, to repre-
pent them in Parhament, what course is he likely to advocate?
We bave said that it ie strange to see men like this returned by the
votes of the people to Parliameut; but yet the explapation lies in
human nature. The influence of the present, as we koow, is stronger
tbhan that of the futnre, and men calch ai the smaller good or avold
the lesser evil immediately at hand in preference to making provision
by some small present loss for better thinga that are to come, Tae
monopolist has benefits in the present to offer. 1f there is a country
town in his neighbourhood he is, directly or indirectly, the chief
patron of the shopkeepers and tradeamen, and his influence exiends
more or leas over all wilth whom they are in any way connected, The
smail settlers in the country, moreover, alro come within the charmed
cirecle, The big man canr now snd then place within tbeir
reach or prevent them from obtaining some job or other
which it serves their purpose to uodertake.—Whe, therefore,
wonld refuse to oblige the big man by doing 8o small
a thing a8 giving him hie vote! 8Shopkeepers, mirers, and country
settlers do pot perceive, or, if they do perceive, bave not the moral
courage and self-control to act up to their convictions, that by refasing
to vote for the powerful monopohst and choosing quite a different kind
of & man, as any represcntative smtable to them muat be, they would
be contributing tuwards (heir own better and more permanent, though
remoter, ivieres 8. It would, perhaps, be too much to expect them to
take into consideration that they wouid also be acting for the good of
the colony generslly, While the ordinary run of human nature, there-
fore, perfers immediate, though lesser, interests to those which, thongh
they ara greater, are more remote, the monopclist in always sure of
his scat ia Parliamnznt, and there is little hope of any genuine
ameliomation 1 the condibion or prospects of the country, The in-
terems uf the monopo ists, we say agaio, are altogether opposed to
and destructive of those of the colony generally, but owing to the
selfisbness, or ratber the improvident preference shown by numbers
of the iectors, they sre psramouct, snd are likely to remain so,—
Meantime, how counld it be supposed that a management constituted
largely of the monopelist element, could permit a newspapsr noder
jta conirol to be conducted on hberal apd popular principles ? A
little claptrap spoken by such men when the occasion calls for it-—as
at the time, for example, of ao election, to throw dust in the eyes of
electors, or to furaisy inconsietent clectors with a pretext for self-
deception—ig all that they need tn that line, or can afferd to suppert.

Their rnin, as they believe, wonld be involved in the growth and
exarcise of such principles among the people, and their object in to
thwart rather than promote their propagation, The wonder is, there-
fore, we say again, not that the Otego Daily Times hag been checked i
the pursuance of a popular and liberal course, but that it was ev i
saffered for a moment to adopt anything of the kind.

A ————

@?ﬂlunial Motes.

THE funeral of the late Very Rev. Dr. McDonald took place on
Friday, the 11th inst, The body was bronght from Hokianga to
Auckland, and, after the celebration of a Pontifical High Mass of
Requiem in. Bt. Mary's Cathedral, was faken for interment to Pan-
mure,

Colonel Hume'a report on the Volunteer officers of the colony
deals rather severely with the gentlemen in question. They are
described, in effect, as fulfilling their duties nervously, and failing
to maintain discipline through a fear of giving offence. The posi-
tion, however, is a difficult one, and men of more than usual moral
courage are needed to fill it. It is, nevertheless, imperative for the
efficiency of the force tbat it shoumld be properly filled. Colonel
Hume's recommendation that the force should be commanded by an
officer of the Imperial army, periodically relieved, so that it might
be kept abresst with the military improvements of the day, atrikes
ue as a particnlarly wise one,

When will our Orange friends become sufficiently civilifed to
take example by the better manners of be times, The United
States, for instance, have obliterated all bitterness arising from their
civil war by refraising from insulting commemorations, and shawing
instead moderation and sympathy towsards the party defeated, Qur
Orange triends, on the contrary, year after year, take the opportunity,
recalling the memory of a victury gained as a matter of course by
the greatest captain of his day, aided by the most powerful artillery,
over inferior forees snd sn inferior armament, commanded by an
alien poltroon, to warn their Catholic neighbours that all they need
to cluteh their throats and straogle them, in all the murderous spirit
of the past, 18 that the arm of the law should locse ita control over
them. Buch conduct, we say, i8 un-Christian and uncivilised.
Commemorations, then, of the glorions Twelfth have been made a3
usnal in various parts of New Zealand, That at Napler may be
taken as @ fair sample. The chairman, a reverend man named J, C.
Eccles, in the course of a speach worthy of the occasion made by
him, spoke, for inatance, as follows. Alluding to the late vigit to
the city of Mr, John Dillon, he paid : “The day ha wonld shake
hands with John Dillon or any of bis infernal crew he would like
his right band burned in the fire,"—The rev. speaker also said that
because of his refusal to shake hands with Mr, Dillon a certain
¢ (atholic celebrity of Waipawa " called him a * hound.” For
our own part, we do not koow how a hound nnder the circumstances
yelps, but the utterances of the rev, gentleman sre nndoubtediy sug-
gestive. —What, however, i8 eurprising is to find that clergymen of
the Church of England take part in sach demonstrations, Dean
Hovelil, for instance, who was present on the occasion, is evidently a
Church of Koglacd minister. Does Dr. Jessopp, for example, ex.
plain tbe matter to ug!  In hua recently-publisbed book, ¥ The Tm}ls
of a Country Parson,” he writes thue: “ Ibere bas been a large in-
curaicn of young men into the ministry of the ghurch of Eogland
who are not gentlemen by birth, education, sentiment or manners,
and who bring into the profession . no eapital of any sort ;
no capital, I mean, of mooey, brains, caltare, enthusiagm, or force
of character.'—What capital, therefore, besides a vulgar bigotry, has
Dean Hovell brought into the profession !—The capital, meantime,
needed by the Orangemen is decency enough to copy the example
set them by respectable, honest aud prodent men, and to enable
them to conform themselves to the usages and good manners of
civiligation.

It would be interesting to know at what particular pericd a
certain men named M‘Lean, who was arrested the other day for
burglary at Auckiand, paid the viet, which he says he paid, 1o
Dunedin. As MLean, we are told, is not only a burglar but a
philosopher as well, the guestion hag its interesting points, A good
deal, we know, haa bren dope from tlme o lime towardd making
phiiosophers of the people who live in Dunedin, and an acquaintance
with tha resnlis obtawed cannot fail to be of interest. A letter, we
are informed, was found on M'Lean, 1o wh'u:h, among the Test, he
gave ufterance to some of the teachings of his philosophy—such, for
example, as : ' There is o such thing a8 dearh, Death isonly an
orgamie change,” He also expressed B wish to know the pame of
the fellow who coined the word death,” Well, that we do not know
onrselves., Here, perhaps, it would be Decestary to conm‘:lt pome
anthority on the Anglo-Saxon language. Whoever coined the word,
the thing itself remains, and we do ot remember that even our
Dunedin philosophers did much towards its removal, although they
boasted of finally and completely removing the devil, with whom
death is generally associated. Facts, however, are stubborn things,
and are not always so easily disposed af ad are perschs, Meantime,
if our Danedin philosiphers have comforted the goul of aoy one, even
of & burglar, by the contemplation that he is not to die but merel o
to suffer an organic change, Jet them obtain all tne credit due to
them from the feat. If, while mwaiting the organic 'change inall
confidence and comfort, the disciple makes au occasional mistake
between meum and fumm, or otherwise behuve_s in a manner not
inconsistent, our philosophers should also obtain their due in the
matter., M‘Lean's antecedents, then, as we have said, sre not
altogether voud of interest.



