
and guidance of the Church, and which it known
as the

"
CEavre des Cercles Catholiques d'Onvriers," or the work of

tie working-men's Catholic circles. Of the objectsof this association
and tbe success attendingon its efforts weobtain some information
from the report of the workingof thebranch atNice, read there by
the secretary at a meetingheld last April to celebrate the twelfth
anniversary, and whichhas beenkindly forwarded to xxe. The report
begins by reviewing theBpecial conditions of themodern world that
have made such unionsnot only useful anddesirable,but absolutely
necessary. Steam and electricity, it says, have altered the whole
condition of things, and led within the last fifty years to a complete
change in Europe, which is gradually extending itself toevery part
of the world. A formidable effect which the writer of the report
expects to follow is an invasion of Europe by Asiatics. This,he
says, is being providedfor by the railways that Russia, in tbeNorth.
and England, in the South, are constructing. By their numbers,
their patience, and their discipline,he explains,tbe greater pait of
the Asiatics are our superiors. They will first overwhelm uspeace-
fully with the trowel and the hammer,and when we have driven
them away they will return withguns and cannons. He is confirmed
in this opinion, he says, by having seen Chinamen at Shanghai
manufacturing Krnpp guns without the aidof Europeans,and by
finding them engaged at Tien-Tsin in making breechloaders and
cartridges. The writer appeals tohis'ory to testify that itis always
from the elevated plains of Asia that Europe is over-run,and, in
short, he sees in the invasion he speaksof a probable fulfilment of
the prophecy made in the Apocalypse concerning the plague of
locusts. The necessity, therefore,is evident,he argues,for agreement
and union. Butitis the part of the Catholic Association tomarch
at the head of themovement tobring this about andmake itgeneral.
For this especially five reforms are necessary:—First, the Sunday's
rest, in accordance with thepaternalbounty of the Creator, Who, in
ordaining that man should earnhis bread by the sweatof his brow,
willed thathe should rest on the seventh day. The second reform
called for is that of the militarismwhichis taking so great a multi-
tude of every nation away from the work of production,and making
of them insteadbarren consumersand aburden on their respective
countries. Concerning this point the writer quotes from the New
York Herald the paragraph relating to Ihe matter published
in an interview between a representative of that newspaper
and the Holy Father, and to which we recently alluded. The
third point aimed at is the reduction of the number of public
officials, who form another irmy. The fourth point calling for
reform is the abuse of capital and interest which causss so much
mischief. Inconnection with this point the writer mentions that a
congress had lately been held of the representatives of several
popularbanks of France and Italy and other nations, todiscuss the
questionof a mutual credit which would free thepeople from being
preyedupon by the greatbanks. He, however,adds a warning as to
the experienceofpopularbanks in Italy. How many small village
proprietors,he says, whohad neyer had any idea of borrowing did so
at once, when thebank wasopened at theirdoor. They,indeed, pro-
posed,by means of their loan, an improvementof their farms or some
otherfruitfulundertaking. Their foresight, however was mistaken
and ruin followed. The writer advocates.as a security,thehomestead
law existingin theUnitsdStates, and adopted with good results by
G#taany,which is also supported by the Count de Mun, general
secretaryand originator of the (Euvre, insuggesting a law inFrance
to forbid the Beizureby creditorsof any home not exceeding a value
of 5000 francs. The fifthpoint of reform kept in view is that of
education which, under existing circumstances, is too exclusively
literary and toocompletely separated from family influences. Letus
study these greatquestions,says tfce report, by the light of faithand

AMASONIC
SITUATION.

After all, perhaps, theremay be some advantage
tosome one involvedin the introduction intoNew
Zealand and the establishment here of the Grand
Orient of France. Itappears, for example, from a

case whichhas just occurredinItaly that veryconsiderableadvantages
areoccasionally to be derived from their membership by members of
the body of Continental Masons. The cisc to which we especially
allude is that in which a Grand Masterof Italian Masons has profited
very desirably, so far, at least, as he himself is concerned,by the
consideration shown for him as a brother Mason and dignitary of
their order by Signor Crispi the Italian Premier, who is also a Grand
Master, and the Cabinet over which he presides,and which, withone
or possibly two exceptions, are Freemasons as well. Indeed the
Parliament itself consists chiefly of members of the sameSociety, 300
out of a total of 504 being so. And among the revelations made in
connection with thematter to which we particularly allude wasone
to the effect that Signor Orispi further shows his love for his Society
by subsidising out of the public funds the 300 members inquestion,
a fact which they say,moreover,accounts for the Premier's being at
any moment able to command a majoiiy in theChamber. The
particular instance, however, in which Signor Crispi and his Masonic
colleagues haveshown fraternal affection for a Grand Master of their
order is that in which they have permitted a certain Signor Lemmi,
holding the high office iv question, and who is also agent for an
American firm with which tbe Government contracts for a supply of
tobacco— in Italy a Government monopoly— to make an excellent
bargan for the firm representedby him, and, no doubt, with an eye
as well to his own individual interest. Signor Lemmi, m fact, was
permitted by the GovernmentJ so to manipulate matters that his
firm sold their article to the Government at a very much higher price
than ihit for which other firms in the UnitedStates were ready to
supply them— theresult being a loss to the Italiantax-piyer,aperson
already invarious other measuresrather htavily dealt with,of a sum
of two million and a half of francs. Too fraud, indeed, was so
flagrant and soundeniable that, evenamong Freemasons themselves,
it caused a good deal of disturbance, and, as itnot unfrequently
happens when certain worthies fall out, not a little took place tha'
might be made use of in the interests of truth and honesty. Some-
thiDg wasbegun in the wayof appointingaParliamentaryCommittee
of inquiry into the matter, but, on consideration, the Ministry
thought better of thematter and theirconsent to theproceeding was
withdrawn by them. We do not know that we are particularly
interested about general details of the manner in which Italy is
governed. What takes place among a usurping and plundering
faction in itself need concern us little. The accommodations,how-
ever, that occur among the members of an institution of similar
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of the experienceof other peoples;let us show forth Christian solu-
tions ofthem by word and exampleand it will be said of as that we
have passediaway in doing good. The remainderof the reportdeals
withmoreparticularmatters,which,nevertheless, possess an interest
for us,asprovinghow wellthis great workia makingits wayinFranca
andcounteracting theretheevils that aresoprominentandalarming.
In the condition of France all the world is interested, for, from the
veryposition thecountry holdsiaEurope,and the naturalcharacterof
itspeople,itmust everexerciseachiefinfluenceover theworldatlarge,
Voltairean infidelity, for example,haditsorigin inEngland,batitwu
notuntil ithad been transplanted to France,and had made itshome
there, thatitbecameactive, and worked the ills for whichit was bo
terribly accountable. A great Christian work among thepeople,the
lords of thefuture, as existingandgaining ground inFrance is,there-
fore, infinitely important, and wemay hope, according toan allusion
also made in this report of which wehave been speaking, that as the
coffin of theNineteenth century, now shortly to be sealed, will con-
tain many carcases of corruptionthat hadits birthamongtheFrench
people,so the cradle of the comingagewillholdthe germs,emanating
from them also, of light to shine throughout a very different century.
If we may take, as an example of the good that is being donein
France generally, that which the report in question proves toresult
from the effortsof the circle atNice,and doubtless we may do eoi
oarhopes for the future of the country may well sjem promising.

Not the least interesting of the working-men's
AH important associations,now become universal,is that formed
association, twelve yearsago in France underthe guardianship


