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AT HOME AND ABROAD,

Nor the least interesting of the working-men's

AN IMPORTANT aasociations, now become universal, is that formed
ASSOCIATION. Uwelve years sgo in France noder the guardianship
and guidsnce of the Church, and which is known

a8 the “ (Bovre des Cercles Catholiques d'Ouvriers,” or the work of
tte working-men’a Catholic cizcles. Of the objects of this assoziation
and the success attending on its efforts we obtain some information
from the report of the working of the branch at Nice, read there by
the sceretary at a meeting held last April to celebrate the twelfth
anniversary, and which has been kindly forwarded toua, The report
beging by reviewing the special conditions of the modern world that
have made soch unions not only useful and desirable, but absolutely
uecessary, BSteam and electricity, it eays, have altered the whole
condition of things, and led within the last filty years to a comple*s
change in Kurope, which is gradnally extending itself to every part
of the world, A formidable effect which the writer of the report
expects to follow is an invasion of Eucrope by Asiatica, This, he
8ays, is being provided for by the railways that Russia, 1o the Norlh:
and England, in the Bouth, are constructing, By their numbers
their patience, and their discipline, he explains, the greater part of
the Asiatics are our cuperiors. They will firat overwhelm us peace-
fully with the trowel and the hammer, and when we have driven
them away they will return with goos and cannons, He is confirmed
in this opinion, be eaye, by buving seen Chinamen at Shanghai
maoufactaring Kropp guns without the aid of Europeans, and by
finding them evgaged at Tien-Tsin in makiog breechlosders and
cartridges. The writer appeals to big'ory to testify that it is always
from 1he elevatel plaing of Asia that Europe is aver-run, and, in
short, he sees in the invasion he speaks of & probable fulfilment of
the prophecy made in ihe Apocalypse concerning the plagoe of
locnsts, The necessily, therefore, is evident, he argneg, for agreement
acd unicn. But it is the part of the Catholic Association to march
at the head of the movement to bring this abont acd make it general,
For this especially five reforms are necessary : —First, the Sunday's
rest, in accordance with the paternal bounty of the Creatar, Who, in
ordaining that man shonld earn his bread by the sweat of his brow,
willed that be should rest on the seventh day. The second reform
ealled for is 1hat of the militarism which is taking so great a multi.
tade of every nation away from the work of production,and making
of them iuetead barren consumers and a burden on their respective
countries, Concerning this point the writer guotes from the New
Yorl Herald the paragraph relating to the matter published
in an interview between a representalive of that newspaper
and tbe Holy Father, and to which we recently alluded. The
third point aimed at is the reduction of the number of pablic
officials, who form another srmy, The fourth point calling for
reform is the abuse of capital and interest which caus2s eo mauch
mischief, In conoection with this point the writer mentions that s
congress had lately been beld of the representatives of seversl
popular banke of France and Italy and other nations, to discuss the
question of & mutual credi: which wonld free the people from being
preyed npon by the great banke. He, however, adds & warning aa to
the experience of popular banks in Italy. How many emall village
proprietors, be says, who had never had any ides of barrowing did so
at once, when the bank wag opened at their door, They, indeed, pro-
posed, by means of their loan, an improvement of their farms or some
other fraitful undertaking, Their foresight, however was mistaken
and ruio followed. The writer advocates,as a security, the homestead
lay existing in the United Statee, and adopted with good results by
Manny, which {8 slso sapported by the Count de Mun, gercral
gecretary and originator of the (Bavre, insuggesting & law in France
to forbid the seizure by creditors of any home not exceeding a valne
of 5000 francs, The fifth poirt of reform kept in view is ibat of
education which, nnder existing circamstances, is too exclusively
literary and too completely separated from family influecces, Let us
study these great questions, saya the report, by the light of faith and

of the experience of other peoples; let us show forth Christian soln-
tions of them by word and example and it will be said of us that we
have pissed,away in doing good, The remainder of the repart deals
with mare pariicalar matters, which, nevertheless, possess an interaat
for us, a3 proving how well this great work is making ita way in France
and connteracting there the evila that are so promineat and alarming,
In the condition of France all the world 19 iaterested, for, from the
very position the conntry holds in Karope, and the natural character of
its people, it must ever exercise a chief infinenceover the world at lurge,
Voltairean infidelity, for example, had ita origin in England, but it was
not until it had been transplanted to Fraace, and had made ita home
there, that it became active, and worked the ills for which it was so
terribly accountable, A great Christian work among the people, the
lorde of the future, as existing and gaining ground in France is, there-
fore, infinitely important, and we may hope, according to an allusion
also made in this report of which we have been speaking, that as the
coffin of the Nineteenth ceatury, now shortly to be sealed, will con-
tain many carcases of corruption that had jta birth amoang the Franch
people, so the cradle of the coming age will hold the germs, emanating
from them aleo, of light to ehine throughont a very different century,
If we may take, as an example of the good that ig being dome in
France generally, that which the report in question proves to result
from the effurts of the cirele at Nice, and doubtless we may do s
oar hopes for the Future of the country may well s:em promising,

AFTER all, perbaps, there may be some advantage
to some one involved in the introduction into New
Zealand and the establisbment here of the Grand
Crient of France. It appeers, for example, from a
case which has just occurred in Italy that very considerable advantages
are occagionally to be derived from their membersbip by members of
the body of Continental Masons, The eise to which we espscially
allude is that in which a Grand Master of Italian Masons has profited
very desirably, so far, at least, as he hiweelf is concerned, by the
consideration shown for him as s brother Mason and dignitary of
their order by Signor Crispi the Italian Premier, who is alao & Grand
Master, and toe Cabioet over which he presides, and whigh, with one
or posgibly two exceptions, are Freemasons as well, Indeed the
Parliament itself cousiats chiefly of members of the same Saciety, 300
out of a total of 604 being 80, And among the revelations made in
connection with the matter to which we particularly alinda was one
to bbe effect that Bignor Crispi further shows his love for his Society
by subgidising out of the public funds the 300 members in question,
& fact whieh they say, moreover, acconnte for the Premier's being at
any moment able to command a majoii'y in the Chamber. The
particular instance, however, in which Signor Crispi and his Masonic
colleagues have shown fraternal affection for & Grand Master of their
order ie that in which they have permitted a certain Bignor Lemmi,
holding the high office in question, and who is also agent for an
American firm with which the Government contracts for a supply of
tobscco—in Italy a Goveroment manopaly—to make an excellent
barga'n for the firm represented by him, and, no doubt, with an eye
ae well to his own individual intereat, Signor Lemmi, in fuct, was
permitted by the Government)so to macipulate matters that hia
firm sold their articlo to the Government at a very much higher price
than that for which other firms in the Upited Btates were ready to
sapply them—the result being a loss to the Italian tax-piyer, aperson
already in varions other measures rather heavily dealt with, of a sum
of two million and a half of francs, Tho frand, indeed, waa so
flagrant and &5 nndeniable that, even among Freemasons themselves,
it caused a good dea! of disturbance, and, aa it not unfrequeatly
bappens when certain worthies fall out, not a little took place that
might be made nse of in the intercats of truth and honesty. Bome-
thing was begnn 1n the way of appointing a Parliamentary Committee
of inquiry into the matter, but, on consideration, the Ministry
thought better of the matter and their consent to the proceeding was
withdrawn by them. We do not know that we are particnlarly
interested about general details of the manner in which Ttaly is
goverced, What takes place smong a uswiping aud plundering
faction 1n itself need concern us little. The accommodations, how-
ever, that ocenr among the members of an institution of similar
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