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(From the National papers.)

LADY BUTLER'S picture of * An Iriah Eviction” is attracting general
attention. [tis the work of one who sympathises deeply with the
peasantry, as ber busband, the soldier biographer of Gordon, also
does,

The decline in the number of emigrants which last year’s atatistics
of the exodus extiibited continues, we are happy to see. A Queens-
town correspondent notes that there was a falliog-off in the number
who left in the week ending Sunday., The decrease amonnted to no
less than 876 in the nomber as compared with 1889, This 19 a cheer-
ful turn, and we hope no artificial stimelus will change the condition
of things.

Mr. John Roche ie Member for East Galway., We congratulate
both representative and constitnency—the one on the proof he has
had that his countrymen are not forgetfal of his bravery and self-
gacrifice ; the other on securing the services as representative of a
man who will not only preserve its trust untarnished, but give it the
lead when hard work has been done 1o the cause. We sympathise
with Mr. Balfour deeply in his affliction. He found Mz, John Roche
a quiet shopkeeper in Woodford, He bas rased him by his persecu-
tion into the position of a member of the House of Commons, in
which all Mr, Balfour's ambition is, accordiog to himself, cenired.
This is another evidence of success.

The Coercioniate are salting their whips. On Monday, May 5,
Miss Mary Cullinane, of Ballydine, waa sentenced to six months'
imprisonment for refusing to enter into bail of £10 to be of good
pehaviour, and submit to an aspersion whichk the Lord Chief Baron
of the Exchequer deciared no well-condacted persor onght to submit
to. Misa Cuilinane could have committed no offence, The web of a
Resident Magistrate’s conspiratorial net could not be spun for ber.
Bo she was charged with being a generaliy-dangerous and evil-dis-
posed vagabond, and was sentenced to gix months' imprisonment by
& sicgle magistrate for not subscribing to the impeachmant.

On the same day at Gorey seven Wexford peasants, who, as Mr,
‘W. Redmond, M,P,, their fellow-countyman, declared at the meeting
of the National League, would as soon think of blowing up their own
homes and families as of perpetrating an act really criminal, were
sentenced to terms of imprisooment varying from three to nine
months, Their crime practically amounted to a refusal to enter into
bosiness and social relations with the gang who murdered John Kin-
gella. When being conveyed to gaol the prisoners were bandeuaffed
in pairs, though there was no more chance of an ercape or B rescue
being attempted than there is of their buying emergency pigs at
Gorey fair when they come pat, or of their friends dotng so while they
are 1n priscn,  * The *cnminals’ bheld up their manacled haods to the
cheering hundreds who tbronged the atreets in their honour,” The
manacled handa will have more effect on the political situation in
Wexford than the Land Purchase Bill will be able to counteract.

With the salting of the lash have come new hrutalities in the way
of eviction. All over the country, in Galway, Limerick, Clare, Tip-
perary, Kildare—everywhere tbat there is an eviction writ 1u existecca
or an extra gale of rent due—the evictors are at work, either actually
or in preparation. ‘lhe campaiga is too general not to be without
plan. The word has evidently been passed from the Castle, in order
to dry up, 1f possibie, the resuurcea of the Tenants' Defence Associa-
tion, But those whbo calculate on the exhau.tion of the Teaanta” De-
fence know little of the spirit of the natioa, The resources are not
represented by the £60,000 subecribed by the Imsh people for Lhe
defence of the peasants, nor by the £35,000 which their kiadred in
Aupstrelia have sent within the past year, nor by the £16,500 men-
tioned in the balance-sheet of the treasurer of the Irish National
League in America, Whenoe these sams came more will come, if
needed, The spirit to whick we owe them is kindled by such out-
rages &6 bave been perpetrated on our peasantry during the week that
has gooe.

Among those evicted during the week ending May 10 was the
father of the young man Larkin, who was let die in Kilkenny Gaol,
The evicuon 14 the ecrown to & piece of infamy. The law had not
done enough to make itself respected by the Woodford pessantry in
kilhag thig poor lad ; it was nicessary also to tear the roaf from over
the poor old father's head, and this, not for reaot, but for law custa,
8o he wae flung upon the roadside on Saturday becanse he was nat
able to make up £5 19 for the Marquis's attorneys. 1t is bard to
speak 10 measured language of cruel ruffianism like this, Tue only
coosolation to those who bear it and to thuse who are forced to wit-
ness 1t guietly, is that it 13 too bad to last, No people coutd approve
and eanction such deeds without sacnificing their own liberties aod
denying their own titles to comfort and freedom, The British nation
is not \guorant or besotted enough for that sarrender, and 1t must put
a atop to these things or be saciificed itaslf,

Uf course the Uommission that ingmired inte the charges that
were toade as to the treywrment of Jobs Daly and the other treason-
felony priscners have found that they had nothing to ¢omplain of.
They are treated like the other prisoners, or, if anything, better. We
could bave foretold that that would havc been the report, Bat it is
a curfous circumstance that their treatmext should ba driving them
meane, The chapiain, whom the report warmly commends for his
zeal and fairaess, declaree that they must be removed From Chatham
or they will go mad. Thie ig certainly an unexpected result of
“ordinary convict discipline,” The evidence will be closely scruti-
pised to see whether 1t throws any ilzbt on the unbinging of the
prisyners’ minds, The men whom tbe treatment ot their country
bave driven to crime should vot be nhumancly treated by the
auntbonty that s the direet cause of their enime,

Toe Dundalk Democrat woforms us that tbe boycott of the Great
Northern BRalway at Canickmaervss s sull steadily mainiained.
Notwithstandiog the ridicule of the judge who sentenced the man to
be naoged for stealing a goat, Counsy Court Judge Barron, and the

brutal gentences of the judge who oftan more effectually sentenced
men who committed no crime at all), Judge O'Brien, the people of
Carriekmacross, Ashbonrne parchasers and all, will have nothing to
do with the carrying company whose servant bas grabbed Mr, Phelan's
house, Ho the Compapy, whose revenue is being absorbed in the
damaged given ta the sufferers in the Armagh catasirophe, continues
to lose its profit of £100 a week out of loyalty to the cause of the
rack-rents. Possibly, the Directors may be only fighting their cw n
battle in this use of the shareholders' money. Bome of them are
membera of the Land Corporation, and they find it cheaper to do
battle indirectly than directly. But what have the shareholders to
say ! Meantime, we congratulate the men of Carrickmacross on the
amendment they are putting to the gtrange tale of Arthor Jamea's
SLCCEsBeE,

Mr. Chamberlain, speaking at Oxzford on Wednesday, May?7,
declared it as his belief that the Government cannot pass their Land
Bill thie session unless sither they drop a large and an important
part of the measure, and go lighten the ship by throwing valuable
cargo overboard, or use the closure as it has never been used before
and carry the rest of the measure after a certain time had been passed
in discussing without amendment or further debate. Kither of these
contingencies would, he declared, be a national calamity ; and be
suggested as a way of escape from them that Lord Salisbury sboanld
invite Mr. Gladstone toa conference, snd that the question should be
sottled by a general agreement of all parties. 'The suthor of the
amiable proposal, later on in his speech amiably described the party
which he invited to conference as having “ joined the party of plander
snd disintegration,” The proposal conld not have been meant serionsly,
under the circumstances. Bub the encouragement which his candid
confession of the dangers that beset the Parchase Pill will give Lo ita
opponents will not be damped by his abuge, The party of disintegra-
tion may be able to accomplish their policy to the exteot of disin-
tegrating this measure,

An official statement is issued that under the Ashbourne Act the
Land Purchase Court has compieted 12,645 sales, and advanced pay-
ments to the amount of £5,274,000. Thereremains nearly £5,000,000
to be disposed of, therefore. As it hag taken nearly five yearsto
dispose of fiveaod a quarter millions, the four and three-quarter
miliions is amply sofficient for the period between this apd the
(General Election, and there is no reason why the judgment of the
country should not be taken on the proposal to hypothecate Irisk
taxes without Iriah consent. The Home Rale Bill was defeated on
the cry ‘' no taxation withont representation ;” those who voted for
the measure may stick to their belief in its wisdem.

The Rev. Mr, Anderson, Protestant Rector of Drinagh, couaty
Cork, speaking last week (ending May 3), at the meeiing of the
Protestant Home Bule Association in the ancient Concert Rooms,
eompared the plan of operations contemplated by the Land Purchasa
Bill to that used by the thimble-riggers, trick-of-the-loop men, and
mea with the locky-bag. The enly difference between it and the high.
way Tobbery, which was the game threa or four years ago, was that
it now became & bosiness of passing bad paper. The rev. gentleman
told his andience how 8mith-Barry, at a recent meeting of the Pro-
testant Synod in the city of Cork, endeavoured to get the clergymen
assembled to become agents of the Cork Defence Usion., He offered
to supply them with all the requisites for Emergency farming. A
number of the clergymen, who were at first timid, pluocked up courage
after the Rev, Mr, Anderson had told Mr, Smith-Barry some plain
facts on the qnestion of landlord and tenant with which he was
acquainted, and, in a very decisive manuner, they declined to accept
the generous offer.

The humiliation of the Government in the division on Wadnesday
afterncon, (May 7), on the Irish Labourers Bil—which passed ita
recond reading despite the apposition of Mr. Balfour and the tricks of
Mr., T, W, Russell—has a moral for politiciana. It proves what can
be doae by the lrmsh party, when alert, and in force. The absence of
the Tory rank and file shows that the period of wesariness is satting
im, and that the opportunity has come for the work of the compact
fighting party which cannot tire as long aa it represents the Nation-
alist spirit in Irelund. A good respouse to the whip which had been
issned on Monday gave tbe Irish party their chance, and the con-
sequepce is a defeat to the Government most injurions to them on the
eve of a prolonged struggle on the Tithes Biil and the Land 4ill.

Tha Irish labourers, too, will take this victory as an earneat of
the practical determination of the Irish party {o force their interests
on the attention of Parliament, If effective legislation on bshalf of
the labeourers had not appeared upon the Irish Btatnte-book, it is not
for want of will among the Irigsh members, every one of whom isa
friend of the cause of labour., The Irish workingman, like every
otler Irishman, is & victima of the =vil Westminster system and the
Castle maladminietration, The Labourers Cuttage Act was spolled
by the Privy Counetl even more completely than the Land Act by the
Land Commission. The speediest way to the relief of the labourer
18 the specdiest way to tne relief of every other intersst opposec
under the present system of government, by makiog an end of that
grslem,

! The evidence of John Daly before the Commission of Inguiry
appointed to examine into his treatment puts the elimax to the story
of the conspiracy between the Tories and the Fimes, It amounts o
this, that the agents of the 7imes bad free entrance to the prison, that
they suggested 1o Daly, between whom and Mr, Parnell there was, he
declared, oo love lost, thal he shoold give evidence, no matter of what
chararter—Pigott wes the bearer of the invitation——evidence connec-
t:og Mr, Parnell with murder and outrage, Daly refused, though he
was offered the * protection ' of the Goverament, The Commissioners
pretend to understand this offer aa an offer of protection against
attacks on his life, Daly bimeelf understood it as an offer of freedom
for, if he were not released, 1he stona walls of his prison were strong
snougi to protect him, and the ofler was meaningless. There can be
ny doubt which is the more reasonabls view, Not satisfied with
putting this temptation in the way of a wosn eunflering ucder an
imprisonment which the chaplain declares is wlowly duving Daly’s
fellow-pilsoners insane, the Goverament went further, Their agente



