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TULE MISSION COMMUNES IN PARAGUAY.
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(By PHAROS, in the Lyttelton Times.)

SRt b s an the Mew Warld $hot the Jesaits huve ovhibibed tho most wonder-
ful di-piny o} their abilities, anul hine contributed most efecturlly to the beneht of
the human -ypecies. The conquerors of that untortunate quarter of the Globe acted
;1‘t fir-t o a1 they hind nothing in view bat te plunder, o cn~lave, te exterminate,
ITie Jesnits alone made humnuity the object of then s tthog there,—Robertson
“ Life of Charles V.7

 The Indwns were undenbtedly far better of materially than our own work-
men,— K, e Laveleyw.

¥ Livtwbliseement dans le Paragtuay par los Jesnites Bapagnos parab 4 aw

: & AL eiques
¢gards 1o triompie de Uhnmamite,"—Voltaire, peenen e

T HAVE headed this articlo with the foregoing extracts from
authors chosen a8 not at all likely to be prejudiced in favour of the
Jeeuits. In Protestant countries, and, for the matter of that, in
Catholic countries, 160, there are numbers of readers likely to receive
with suspicion, if not dewnright unbelief, anything written in praise
of a Jepuit organisation. Kverything done by this famons Order has
been made the subject of envenomed controversy. Amongst the
rest their mismone in Paraguay bave not escaped.  They have been
accuzed of making their Indisn converts Iabour in bands, little better
treated tban slave gangs, for the Order's benefit ; of getting up kid.
nappivg cxpeditine among the neighbouning tribes of free Indians ;
of keeping their cooverts in a state of childish igoorance ; of aiming
to build up a theocratic empire over ‘the whole of Bouth America.
Ahbove all, they are blamed because they did not elevate their
Indians sufficiently in the scale of civilisation to enable their com-
munities to hold their ground after the expulsion of their preceptors,
Those who admit that they made thousands of gentle, peacefnl,
industrious villagers out cf scattered forest tribes of sby ,ferocious,
savage huntersand fishermen still complain that they did notdo enough
—that they did not raise these reclaimed savages to the level of the
most 1otelligent, shrewd, independent of the educated, self-governing
Europeanraces. For nothing less would bave enabled the Missionary
Communes of Paragusay to continue to prosper and progress uader
Spanish rule sfter the Jesuits had been driven out. But colonists,
living as we do with missionary work going on pear at hand, koow
what the task of civilising savages means. We are hardly likely to
echo this last complaint, We are more hkely to find it difficalt to
credit that the Jesuite managed to establish their many strangely
organised, but certainly flourishing and contented communities in
the midat of a wilderness of tropical barbarism. What will seem
gurprising to us is not what they left undone, but the fairr and
syatematic siructure whick they succceded in bwmiding up.

For several generationa the Spaniards, who dircovered Paragaay
early in the mxteenth century, made little headway in 1ts colomsa-
tion. They found the resistance of the Guarani Indians tuo tough,
and their courtry too remote to reach easily, and clad much of it
with impeuvetrable forest, Moreover, 1t offered no gold mines to
tempt them oo, Like the gettlers, the Jesmt missionaries made, at
first, slow progress, Marching into the woods and marshes, armed
only with cross and breviary, hundreds of these brave men laxd down
their lives, glain by fevers or the Guaram orrows. But early in the
seventeenih cenlury the beads of the Order were happily uble to
obtain a great concession from the Spanish crown, This was the
right of governing independently all mussioa esablishments they
might form o Paragoay, In urder that they might labour undis-
turbed 1o the work of conversion, no other Kuropeans were to be
aliowed to interfere with their seitlements. To pay the expenses of
ths mission work the Jesuits were to be allowed a monoply of any
tiade they could create. In return they cootracted to pay to Spain
one golden crown a yeal lor every lndian settl d at their mission
stations, 1t was stipulated that their converts were to be freemen, safe
from slave hunters, Having thug bought off the Gouveroment wolves
and ghut out the private ones-—the trader and slave dealer—the mis-
pionaries bent to their work with an enthusiaem and systematic
energy which econ produced great results, In 1605 they firat eol-
lected together their scattered converts into a fixed settlement called
Loretto, The plenty and comfort enjoyed by the settlers there soon
had 1ta effect 1n atiracting the savages of the forest round, who, hike
all their kid, were exposed to peniodical seasons of miserable want
aod starvation. o canoes rowed by therr disciples, the mooks passed
up the inpumeraole nivers and streams of their wild, well-watered,
luxurantly beantiful land. Often the psalms and bymns sung by
the crews drew the Indian hunters and fishermen to the river bank,
and made the begmning of peaceful intercourse. By degrees the
kind and gentle demeanour of the preachers wou the confidence of
the savages, Gradually station after station was set up in the same
faghion as Loretto aniil tbe whole of Parsguay, and the region to the
Bcnth, etill koown as the Frovinee of © Missions," were sprinkled with
well-built, busy, plessant-lovkiog townships, Before its expulsico
from the country 1n 1767 the Order had thus reclaimed and partially
cimihised mapy tiibes, so that the population of their stationg hag
been variousty estimated at trom vne hundred and ffty thousand 1o
ten times that number of doeile, mdustiious, contented indiaps.
Kobertson says loosely, ' some hundred thousand.,” Ay, Gifford Pal-
grave, 1o the charming article oo Paraguay in his ©* Ulysser,” says,
“eertainly not more than 17Y,000."  The fullest seconnt of the
Miseions | have seen (a Frecch one) estimates the Miseion Indians at
100,060 famalies.

Out of these people the Jesuits set themselves to work to form a
Christian Republie, Hach settlement or © Reduction ” was organised
as a pesfect commumty of fellow-labourers, manugiog ita own aftairs
under the direction of two migsionaries.  Policemen, soldiers, officers,
magistrates, registrais, foremer, inspectors, all were educated Indiansg,
clected to their poste by the general body of theinbabitanty, but only
put ot & limited number of candidates nominated by the two fathera,
Two schools were set up 10 cuch township, one for teaching reading
apd wrniting, the other for dancing, singing, and orchestral music,
Great attention was pald to theee latter arts at which the Guarani
was most 8pt, and which were conmdered both to brighten and soften
their nalures, the Jesuits and Bhakespenre being here in accord, On

passing childhood the mass of the people were destined for manual
laboar, either in their own family allotments, or in the pubiic planta-
tions and stociehouses, or, in the case of those with = turn for
mechanice, in the communal workshops. The women remainmg at
home vpon, wove, and altended to household doiies, Bpecially bright
and promising children were, however, reserved for somatlning higher
than handicrafts ; they were given a complete coursge of educsa'ion in
asort of seminary—* asiPlato advises,”” says the monkish hisiorian,
There they learned something of acience aud literature, and wers
subjected to a nigid moral dwsciplive, hese papils furnisbed tha
setclements with magistratcs and officers, or were admitted into the
Church’s service. Karly marnages were evconraged. Morality was
as severely josmeted upon as industry. But crime of any kind was
almost enknown. The punishments were of the lightest; & firat
offence was met by a private admonition ; & second by somse public
mark of disgrace ; a third by & slight flogging—an extresme vary
seldom resorted to. Private property and trade were furbidden. In
the centre of every commuaxe, 10 addition to the church, the echools,
au inm for travellers and the priests’ honse, was & gommercial store to
which the produce of the district found its way. Thence the naces-
saries of life were distributed regularly to each family, From this
store thesick, the aged, the destitute, the officials, and the missionaries
were all fed, Tho surplus went to meet sessons of famine, or was
exported to provide the tribute to Bpain and other expenses, No
public treasure was amassed, At the expulsion of the Jesnit Fathera
only £2000 in cash wasfound by the Spaniarda on seizing their estak-
lishments, Daily labour and attendance at church services were, of
course, compuisory on ail inhabitants. The numercus eaints’ days
and Church festivals provided plesty of holidays., Religious pro-
cessions, with moeic and solemn dances, were arranged with much
care and artistic taste, The churches—Ilarge, and of maasive atong—-
were adorned with pictures divided by frames of green, living creepers
trained up the walla, A long, white sacque was the simple dress of
the women ; a shorter tunic that of the men, A purple dress was the
reward and mark of distinguished merit.

Compare this system with the hideous cruslties inflicted on the
Peruvians ; the awfal fate of the West Indian Caribs, the speed of
whose extermination was the only mercy vouchsafed to them ; or the
inferoal horrors of the Middle Passage—the trade then encouraged
by every maritime Power in Europs. Where 1n the wide world,
except in Paraguay, was the white man kind, or the brown or black
man happy beneath his rule, dunng those dreary seventeenth and
eighteenth centories?

Life was not without coloar or amusement at the missicns. Nor
was it always placid. Those were the days of slavery and slave-
hunting, Toe surrounding Spanish and lFortuguese often looked
with a covetous eye on such valuable chattels as the skilful, bard-
working mission Indians, They ventured to try raiding expeditions
among them. But the Fathers, arming and drilling their converts
and providicg them with muskets and caonon, taught the slave-
bunters that the quiet, loyal Guarani were as pood at fighting as at
music and dancing—a trath which the five years’ war againet Diciator
Lopez has amply proved again within our own geuseration, For
obvicus reagons the missionaries made the most stringent rules
against intercoarse between their people and the outside Eoeropesns,
No white visitor might stay more than three days at a mission, The
natives were never allowed to speak Spanish, though the seminary
puptls learned to read and writeit, Tneir own scft and musical tongue,
the Guarant dialec’, was reduced to wnting and made the language
of Paraguay, It still bolds that place in spite of the large Spanish
element now mingled with the Indians.  Other traces of 1he Jesuits'
‘eaching are, perhaps, etill to be found in the fonduess of the modern
Paraguayans and Guaram tor musie, danciog, and fowers, in their
conspicuous personal cleanliness and skill in the arrangement of
drapery, in their cheerful, agreeable manners, and 15 a freedom trom
crime and viclence not common among other American half-breeds,
Y Crime 8 rare in Paraguay,” writes one recent traveller. Another
pzints bright, almost rapturous, pictures of bands of white-robed,
smiling, neat, Guarani women, with their tine figures and erect
carriage, bearing baskets of golden oranges to the schooners anchored
at the river-=ide towns, He deseribes to us one of the old Jesuit
Missions stil! 1nhabited, though not by the Fatheis or their flock—
these vanished more than a ¢entury ago, Bat still three sides of the
square are berdered by tne comfortable sioune dwelling-houses, each
opening at the back on its garden, and ia front on the common
verandah or cloister, which sarrounds the equare and shelters foot.
pasgengers from the direet rays of the tropteal sun. Under thig
children play and women st and gosspin the cool air of the evening
after tbe day’s work 13 done. 5tll 1o the centre rise the battered
belfry and church—Dbattered hke everything else in Paragoay now.
And 1n other paris—in tbe remoter country where the fields of the
old Communes have lapsed into juogle, marsh, and iall forest—the
travelicr sometimes stumbles upon the ruined walls of & deserted pile,
overgrown with Luehes and lianas, and tenanted by bats, snakes, and
wild birds. This, he 1s told, is one of the Jesuit churches. In il he
sees evidence of what the Chrisuan Communes were and what they
effected.  Apd he sees comment upon the men who destroyed them,
and, ruling 10 the Jesnits® stead, bave failed where they succesded,
and fallen back where they advanced.

John Burns, the London labour leader, describes a certain crowd
of alleged workmen as »* a lot of gaol-birds who go out in the morn-
ing to louk for work and pray God they may not find it.”

The 1dea that s city ke Hartford stould bave become nearly
half Catholis in population witbiu three or four scores of years is
wonderful, 1alf a century ago a Catholic was a * rara avis " in Coz-
necticut, and 1o the rural regiens they would have examined him to
diseuver the horng upon his head,  We have chapged all that, The
Paritan race wdyiog out, aud 1t 18 being replaced by the vigorous
Irish and the ferule French Capadians, whose family virtues make
them multiply and increase, jusc as the opposite vices are alaying the
older stock,



