
passing childhood themass of thepeople were destined for manual
labour, either in their own family allotments, or in thepublic planta-
tions and stoiehouaes, or, in the case of thoae with a turn fot
mechanics,in tha communal workshops. The women remaining at
home epun, wove, and attended tohousehold dmies. Specially bright
and promising children were,however,reserved for something higher
than handicrafts ;they were givena complete course of educa'ion ia
asort of seminary— '" asJPlato advises," says the monkish historian.
There tbey learned something of science aud literature, and were
subjected to a rigid moral discipline. These pupils furnished tha
settlements withmagistrates and officers, or were admitted into the
Church's service. Karly marriages were enconraged. Morality was
as severely insisted upon as industry. But crime of any kind waa
almost unknown. The punishments were of the lightest ; a first
offence wasmet by a private admonition ;a second by somepublic
mark of disgrace ;a third by a slight flogging— an extreme very
seldom resorted to. Private propertyand trade were forbidden. Ia
the centreof everycommune, inaddition to the church, the schools,
an inn for travellers and the priests' house,waaa commercial store to
which theproduce of thedistrict found its way. Thence theneces-
saries of life were distributed regularly toeach family. From this
store the sick, theaged, the destitute, the officials,and themissionaries
wereall fed. Thg surplus went to meet seasons of famine, or was
exported toprovidethe tribute to Spain and other expenses. No
public treasure was amassed. At the expulsionof the Jesuit Fathers
only £2000 incash wasfound by the Spaniards on Beizing their estab-
lishments. Daily labour and attendance at church services were,of
course, compulsoryon all inhabitants. The numerous saints' days
and Church festivals providedplenty of holidays. Religious pro-
cessions, withmusic and solemn dances, were arranged withmuch
care andartistic taste. The churches

—
large,and of massive stone

—
wereadorned withpictures dividedby framesof green,living creepers
trained up the walls. A long, white sacque was the Bimple dress of
the women;a shorter tunic that of the men. A purpledress wbb the
rewardand mark of distinguished merit.

Compare this system with the hideous cruelties inflicted on the
Peruvians; the awful fate of the West Indian Caribs, the speed of
whose extermination was the only mercy vouchsafed to them j or the
infernal horrors of the Middle Passage— the trade then encouraged
by every maritime Power in Europe. Where in the wide world,
exceptin Paraguay, was the white mankind, or the brown or black
man happy beneath his rule, during those dreary seventeenthand
eighteenthcenturies 7

Life wasnot without colour or amusement at themissions. Nor
was it always placid. Those were the days of slavery and slave-
hunting. The surrounding Spanish and Portuguese often looked
witha covetous eye on such valuable chattels as the skilful, bard-
working mission Indians, They ventured to try raiding expeditions
among them. But the Fathers, arming and drilling their converts
and providing them with muskets and cannon, taught the slave-
hunters that the quiet, loyal Guarani were as good at fighting as at
music and dancing—

a truth which the five years' waragainst Dictator
Lopez has amply proved again within our own generation. For
obvious reasons the missionaries made the most stringent rules
against intercourse between their people and the outside Europeans.
No white visitor might stay more thun three days at a mission. The
natives were never allowed to speak Spanish, though the seminary
pupils learned to read and writeit, Tueir ownsoft andmusical tongue,
the Guarani dialec*, was reduced to writing and made the language
of Paraguay. Itstill holds that placein spite of the large Spanish
element now mingled with the Indians. Other traces of the Jesuits'
teaching are, perhnps, ptillto be found in the fondness of the modern
Paraguayans and Guarani tor music, dancing, and flowers, in their
conspicuous personal cleanliness and skill in the arrangement of
drapery,in their cheerful, agreeablemanners, and ina freedom trom
crime and violence not common among other American half-breeds.
"Crime is rare in Paraguay," writes one recent traveller. Another
paints bright, almost rapturous, pictures of bands of white-robed,
smiling, neat, Guarani women, with their fine figures and erect
carnage,bearing baskets of golden oranges to the schooners anchored
at the river-side towns. He describes to us one of the old Jesuit
Missions still inhabited, though not by theFatheis or their floek—
these vanished more than a century ago. But still three Bides of the
square arebordered by tne comfortable stone dwelling-houses, each
opening at the back on its garden, and in front on the common
verandah or cloister, which surrounds the square and shelters loot*
passengers from the direct rays of the tropical aun. Under this
children play and women sit andgossip in the cool airof the evening
after the day's work is done. Still in the centre rise the battered
belfry and church

—
battered like everything else in Paraguay now.

And in other parts
— in the remotercountry where the fields of the

oldCommunes have lapsed into jungle, marsh, and tall forest— the
travellersometimes stumbles upon theruined walls ofa desertedpile,
overgrown with bushes and lianas, and tenanted by bats, snakes,and
wildbirds. This, he is told, is one of the Jesuit churches. Init he
sees evidence of what the Chnscian Communes were and what they
effected. And he sees comment upon themen who destroyed them,
and, ruling in the Jeßuits' stead, have failed where they succeeded,
and fallen back where they advanced.

JohnBurns theLondon labour leader, describesa certain crowd
of alleged workmen as " a lot of gaol-birds who go out in the morn-
ing to look for work and pray God they may not find it."

The idea that a- city like Hartford stould have become nearly
half Catholic in populationwithm three or four scores of years is
wonderful. Half a centuryago a Catholic wasa'" rara avis"inCon-
necticut,and in the ruralregions they would have examined him to
dibcover thehorns upon his nnad. We havechanged all that. The
Puutanrace isdying out,and it is being replaced by the vigorous
Irish and the fertile French Canadians, whose family virtues make
them multiply and increase, just as the opposite vices areslaying the
older stock.

IHAVE headed this article with the foregoing extracts from
authors chosen asnot at all likely to be prejudiced in favour of the
Jesuits. In Protestant countries, and, for the matter of that, inCatholic countries, too, there are numbers of readers likely toreceive
withsuspicion, if not downright unbelief, anything written in praise
of a Jesuit organisation. Everything done by this famous Order has
been msde the subject of envenomed controversy. Amongst the
rest their missions in Paraguay have not escaped. They have been
accused of makiDg their Indianconverts labour in bands,little better
treated thanslave gangs, for the Order's benefit ;of getting up kid-
nappirjg expeditiids among theneighbouring tribes of free Indians;of keeping their converts in a stateof childish ignorance;of aiming
tobuild up a theocratic empire over '.the whole of South America.
Above all, they are blamed because they did not elevate their
Indians sufficiently in the scale of civilisation to enable their com-
munities to hold their ground after the expulsionof their preceptors.
Those who admit that they made thousands of gentle, peacefnl,
industrious villagers out of scattered forest tribes of shy .ferocious,'
Bavagehuotersand fishermen.stillcomplainthattheydidnotdoenough—

that they didnot raise thesereclaimed savageß to the level of the
mostintelligent,shrewd, independentof the educated, self-governing
Europeanraces. For nothing less would haveenabled theMissionary
Communes of Paraguay tocontinue to prosper and progress under
Spanish rule after the Jesuitshad been driven out. But colonists,
living as wedo withmissionary work going on near at hand, know
what the task of civilising savagesmeans. We are hardly likely to
echo this last complaint. We aremore likely to find it difficult to
credit that the Jesuits managed to establish their many strangely
organised,but certainly flourishing and contented communities in
themidst of a wilderness of tropical barbarism. What will seem
surprising to us is not what they left undone, but the f<ur and
systematic structure which they succeeded in building up.

For several generations the Spaniards, who discovered Paraguay
early in the sixteenthcentury, made little headway in its colonisa-
tion. They found the resistance of the Guarani Indians too tough,
and their country too remote lo reach easily,and clad much of it
with impenetrable forest. Moreover, it offered no gold mines to
tempt them 00. Like the settlers, the Jesuit missionaries made,at
first, blow progress. Marching into the woods and marshes, armed
only withcross and breviary, hundreds of these brave men laid down
their lives,slain by fevers or the Guarani arrows. But early in the
seventeenth century the heads of the Order were happily able to
obtaina great concession from the Spanish crown. This was the
right of governing independently all mission establishments they
might form inParaguay. Inorder that they might labour undis-
turbed in the work of conversion, no other Europeans were to be
allowed to interfere with their settlements. To pay the expenses of
the mission work the Jesuits were tobe allowed a monoply of any
tiade they could create. In return they contracted to pay to Spain
one golden crown a year tor every Indian settl d at their mis-ion
stations. It was stipulated that their converts were tobe freemen,safe
from slave hungers. Having thus bought off the Government wolves
and shut out theprivate ones— tha trader and Blavedealer— themis-
sionaries bent to their work with an enthusiasm and systematic
energy which coon produced great results. In 1603 they first col-
lected together their scattered converts into a iixed settlement called
Lorttto. The plenty and comfort enjoyed by the settlers there soon
had its effect inattracting the savagesof the forest round, who, like
all their kind, were exposed to periodical seasonsof miserable want
and starvation. Iocanoesrowed by their disciples, the mouks passed
up the innumeraole rivers and streams of their wild, well-watered,
luxuriantly beautiful land. Often the psalms and hymnß sung by
the crews drew the Indian hunters and fishermen to the river bank,
and made the beginning of peaceful intercourse. By degrees the
kind and gentle demeanour ot the preachers wou the confidence of
the savages. Gradually station after station was set upin the same
fashion as Loretto until the whole of Paraguay,and the region to the
Scuth,still knownas the Province ot

" Missions," were sprinkled with
well-built, busy, pleasant-looking townships. Before its expulsion
from the country in1767 the Order had thus reclaimed and partially
civilised many tjibet, so that the population of their stations has
been variously estimated at from one hundred and fifty thousand to
ten times that number of docile, induatiious, contented Indians.
Robertson says loosely, "some hundred thousand." Mr. GifEord Pal-
grave, inthe charming article on Paraguay in his" Ulysses," says,"certainly not more than 170,1)00." The fullest account of the
Missions 1have seen(a French one) estimates the Mission Indiansat
100,000 families.

Out of these people the Jesuits set themselves to work to form a
Christian liepublic. Each settlement or "deduction "was organised
as a peifectcommunity of fellow-labourers, managingits own aliairs
under the dirtcnon ot iwomisbionanes. Policemen,soldiers, officers,
magistrates, iegiktiais, foiemen,inspectors,allwere educatedIndians,
elected to their posts by the generalbody of theinhabitants,but only
out ot a limited number of candidates nominatedby the two fathers.
Two schools were set up in eucu township, one for teaching reading
and writing,the other for dancing, singing, and orchestral music.
Great attention was paid to theae latter arts at which the Guarani
was mostapt, and which wereconsidered both tobrighten and soften
their natures, the Jesuits andShakespearebeing here in accord. On

frrHty, May 30, 1890 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
THE MISSION COMMUNES IN PARAGUAY.

(By Phabos, in theLyttelton Times.)'" li.it itmn the Now World thot the Jesuits bnvp exhibited tho most wonder-vul di-.pla> ot their abilities, and ha\e coutnbuted most enectmilly to thebenotit oithr human -pecies. Tlie conquerors of that unfortunate quarterof the Globe acted"it fir-t as 11 theyhud nothingin view but to plunder, to rn-lavo, to exterminateThp.loMiitsalonemade humanitj the object of then settling there."— Robertson''Life of (.li.irlcf. V."'" TheIndians were undoubtedlyfar betteroff materially than our own work-men."— K.De Laveleye."LVUMi^ement dans IeParaguay parles Jesuites E-^pagno, panut a quelques6gards le tnomphede l'huruaniU,'."— Voltaire.
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