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creature endeavoured to get out of it when Mr, Sexton brought the
matter forward as a matter of privilege is more characteristic of the
Liberal Unionist allies of the Tory party than anything that has
happened for a long time. The Hpeaker baving decided that the
matter eeuld not be raised as & matter of privilege, suggested that
the easiest way would be to ask the right heo. gentleman for an
explanation, whereapon Bir William rose and stated that * a great
deal of what was said was not serious, but was rather chaff,”  Mr,
Bexton's retort was magnificent, and brought 4 volley of cheers from
the Opposition, in which the voice of the Grand Old Maa was
prominent, I will leave him,"” said the member for West Belfast,
" to what he has richly e«rned—the contempt of the House and the
contempt of the country.”

THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL PRESS,
—_——

A PAPER BY GEORGE DERING WOLFF, L.L.D, AT THE
BALTIMORE CONGRESS.

{ Conoluded.)
ANOTHER improvement in Catholic newspapers, we are inclined to
think, would be their more commonly republishing editorials and
“# (Jhurch News,” or summaries of them, taken from other Catholic
newspapers and duly eredited.

Still amother and a highly important rejuisits ia their taking
measares to secure fresher and fuller reporw written by loyal,
devout Catholics, of what Catholics in other countries are doing, and
also of what the enemies of the Ohurch are doing in those countries,

The great need of this will be obvious to every one if he con-
siders that the news agencies of Europe are almost entirely under
the management of persons who are not only non-Catholics, but in a
large number of inetances infidels and bitter enemies of the
Catholic Church, We beliave that our leading daily newspapers,
with & few exceptions, honestly wish to be fair and trothfol in the
reports which they publieh reapecting Catholic affairs, but their
foreign correspondents being in some cases anti-Catholic, in others
pon-Catholic, and in only a few instances real, true Catholics, as a
matter of course, the reports they send, even of true oceurrences,
are discolonred, one-sided, and often iotentionally falsified. More-
over, their news agents and corregpondents sre always on
the gui wire for ‘‘news” and consequentlv aeize upon every
report and rumoar, without detaying sufficiently to enable
them 1o sscertain its authenticity or accurscy, They enlarge
upon it, comment upon it, give it the shape and colour-
ing which they think will make it wmost seosational, and then
telegraph or mail it at once to this couctry., Here it i quickly
published. Our Catholic newspapers have no such facilities for
promptly receiving autheotic news They may be fully convineed
of the falsity of tne reports that are published in the non-UCatholic
newspapers, but they cunnot promptly contradict them nor satisfac-
tanly explain and expose the discolourations and prevarications of
those that are partly true and partly untrue. After a week or two
they cbtain definite information, and are able to disprova the false
report or to give a true version of what hes been misrepresented.
But, the falsehoods and misrepresentations have already done their
bad work in misleading public opinion, and the corrections and
refutations made by Catholic newspapers, if made at all, are too Iate
to attract attention,

To relieve the Catholic Press of this enormous disadvantage two
things are necessary. The first 19 to establish and maintain an
active, vigilant, and energeiic Cathelic associate press agency. The
segoud is to establish in one of our large cities a Catholic daily news-
paper, subsequently to be followed by tke establishment of others in
other Jarge cities, The idea of a Cathelic associate press has been
mooted before and pronvunced impracticable by persons of large
practical experience and keen business ingight, Yet, for all that, we
remain unecavinced of ite impracticability, aod urge 1t upon the
attention of our brethren of the Catholic Press, We do this all tha
more confidently and earnestly becanse we are strongly supported by
persons whese judgmest is estitled to high consideration. Among
them are eeveral experienced Catholic journalists who have spoken
favourably of tke undertaking,.

The establishing of a Catholic daily oewspaper ia necessary,
because Catholic weekly journals (owing to the fact that they are
published only once a week) cannot quickly expore and refate the
talsehoods and ealumnpies that are constantly invented and spread
abroad respecting the Church, and especially reapecting the Holy
See. In this rapidly moving age of curs what 18 to be done effpe-
tively must be done at once. In our cooflict wsth the enemies of
our relipion our counter strokes must follow tbeir blows with
lightning-like speed.

The Fatbers of the Third Plenary Council of
thoroughly understand this, They declare :

* 1t is greatly to be desired that in each of our large cities a
Catholic dally newspaper be maintained, fully equal to the secalar
daily newspapers in finaneial strength, and the sagacity, vigour, and
power of its writers, Nor is 1t necessary that the word Catholic be
dieplayed at the head of its pages. It is sufficient that, in addition
to recent occurrences, and all those things whieh in other daily news-
papers are eagerly desired, 1t defend, whenever a proper opportunity
present itself, the Catholic Church from tbe assaults and calomnbies
ot ita enemies, and explain i46 doctrine ; and, moreover, that it care-
fully abstain from placing before ite readers anything that is scan-
daloug, indecent, or ntbecoming.”

Itis argued that a Catholic daily newspaper capnot be success-
fully maintained, Why? Isit because of want of sufficient eapital,
of sufficient journalistic talent, of sufficient adminisirative ability
among the Catholics of the United States? Emphatically, it is not,
There 18 to-day more than cnough capital invested by Catholics 1n
non-Cathelic newspapers all over the land 1o amply provide for a
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dozen or pcore of Catholic dailies, There are, on the great non-

Oatholic dailies of our larga cities, Catholics, who, in sagacity, quick.
ness, fullness of kaowledge, and all that goes to make a successful
jourualist, are pesrs to any of their noi-Catholic fellow-workers,
As for administrative, executive, directing ability, we bave Catholics
managing successfully and with distinguished ability railroads, mills,
mines, factorics, banks and insuracoe companies, Passiog strange
would it be if Catholic talent could not bs found compaiens to copa
with the difficult task of managing & great daily newspapsr. What
i really wanting is the wifl, A soon as the Catholics ie the United
States will 10 eatablish such a mewspaper, the mzn and the money to
maintain and conduct it wiil quickly be foznd. And until soch a
oewspaper (or a number of them) shall have been establishad, the
Catholica of this country will not be doiag what they might do and
ought to do to defend the Church, and to promote the wslfare,social,
moral, and religions, of the great people, of which Catholics ars an
integral component part ; and consequently they will not bes doing
what they might do, and ougus to do, to presarve and perpetaate our
eivil ingbitntions, of which it is needless to say that morality and
religion, combined with intelligence, are the firmast supporta.

And now to prevent any possible misun terstanding wa add that
wa have passed over, as not needing to be saggested, that. as a matter
of course, Catholic newspipers designed for a geaeral scirculation
should not eonfine themselves £ subjects of a strictly raligious shar-
acter, They shonld discuss intelligently the events and occurrences
of the day, questions of civil polity, questions that refer to the
indostrial, commereial, and othar interests of our country, bat not in
a narrow or partisan sense, Along with this they shounld furnish
their readers, according to the condition, circumatances, tastes and
social gtatus of those whose isupport they respectively aim at sscar-
ing, what will best amuse ani interest them. In short, they shoutd
aim to present in their columns all that characterises a pure, fresh,
eatertalning, vigorous newspaper.

The importance of this seems to us self-evident, but it is not
sufficiently attended to by the editors of some of cur Catholic news-
papera. Their pages lack variety, In some instancas they arae too
heavy. The range of topics covered both by their editorials and
their selections 18 too narrow, The * seissors and the paste-pot ™ ars
employed too hurriedly, and without sufficient thought or goad judg-
ment. In other words, too little care and diserimination are exer
cised in making seclections of matter taken from other newspapars
and periodicals. There is too much * padding.” Too little uttention
is given to the process of “boiling down ”; the art and power of
summarising and coudensing into smaller compaas, yet preserving
the pith and suhstanca of what 19 thus summarised, are too seldom
empioyed. There is room for improvement ian these respects in
many of our Catholic newspapers. We are sure, too, that such im-
provement will be followed by increased circulation,

But that Catholic newspapers may even approach the realisation
of what wua have been urging, it 13 necessary that a support far
greater than that which any of them now receive be accorded them.
Until thia is done, and it is not done now, much that we have written
will be entirely impracticable, purely visionary. Editors of Catholic
newspapers aod their assigtants are notorionsly overworked and
underpaid. There are, among editors and writers for Catholic newa-
papers, men of cminent ability, sincerely desirous to do their full
duty in their respective posilions; men who, in other pursnits, or on
non-Catholic journals, might wia their way to fortune and fame, yet
who receive a meagre compensation, They are overworked, for no
one or two or three men can properly and thorooghly do the work
that is comprebended in an ideal Catholic newspaper as we have
sketched it, ¥et the ideal is nor, emphatically ret, a visionary or
impracticable one.

Were it necessary to give sharper poiot to what we have written,
we might eamly do 1t, We could name at least ten or twelve Protes-
tant journals, which, as respecta numerigal strength of editorial
ataff, number of regular contributors and caorrespondents, scholarly
work, careful thought, and painstaking, discriminating labour em-
ployed on them, contrast most forcibly and favourably with even the
beat of our Catholic newspapers, Iu therespecta mentioned theyare
incormparably superior to almost every, if not to every Catholic newa-
paper in our country, Itie unpleasant to say this; it is unpleasant
to you bo hear it ; bot, unhappily, it is true.

Whose fanlt ig all this? Is it that of the owners or businaess
manacers of Catholic newspapers? To thelatter question we answer
no. There are exceptions, but, as a role, we believe that the current
supposition is entirely false. The fault lies at the door of the
Catholic public, and we beliesve that our intellizent, educated
Catholics are most o blame as regards thig, They expend for them-
selves and their families ten, twenty, fifty dollare on non-Catholic
publications for every two or five dollars that they expend on Catholic
periodicals and newspapers. Converse with ane of theso intelligent,
educated Catholice, He tells you he is deeply interested in some
gpecial subject which directly concerns the interests of the Church or
some movement in favounr of or againat the Church, Hand to him a
Catholic newspaper, or monthly, or quarterly, which contains an in-
teresting article from a Catholic writer of distinguished ability on
that very subject—say from Cardinal Manning or Cardina! Newman,
He thanke you warmly, he will read it with great pleasure ; not now ;
he has not time ; bat soon. The articla ¢could be read in five minutes.
It is placed on his table, perhaps it speed:ly finds its way, unread,
into his waste basket ; or it is iabelled carefully, placed where it may
be easily found, and theo it i3 forgotton, Meanwhile he and his
family consume hours every day 'n reading non-Catholic newspapers
and periodicals, some of which contain thiogs which every Catholic
ghould conscientionsly abstain from reading, This is no fancy
sketch, Every observing Catholic writer knows that it is true,

Ag regards Catholic young men and young women, and Catholics
of the less educated class, it is notorions that they spend dollars for
sensational, trashy ‘* story papers” and novels, where they spead
five cents for a Catholic newspaper,

There is still anotber class: Catholics who attend to their
religious duties, and take a daily or weekly non-Catholic paper for
the sake of reading the ‘‘news,” but who take no Catholic news-



