
years the great obstacle to the concession of justice to
Catholicschools hasbeen theprejudice raised by their enemies,
by the never-ceasing repetitionof thestatements that justice
to Catholic schools meant extravagance,and the destruction
of the publicschool system. Naturally, therefore, theBishop,
when an opportunitypresented itself,as it did on the occasion
of the presentation of this address, availed himself of it to
combat this twofold objection, or, rather, these two objec-
tions. And we think that all who will be at thepains toread
his reply will concede that he has successfully grappled with
them. Bis arguments seem to be unanswerable. In the
first place he shows that the aiding, from public funds,
of Catholic and private schools on the scale proposed
in the last session of Parliament must necessarily lead
to very considerable saving of public funds. He made a
supposition, on whichhe built up an argument which cannot
be upset. Suppose,he said, the aidingof Catholic and other
schools induced twenty thousand (20,000) children to be
transferred frompublic to private schools,would not a saving
to Governmentof £40,000 ensue? At present the Govern-
ment is paying to the various School Boards £4 per head for
the education of children— that is, paying £80,000 a year
for the education of these 20,000 children. But if these
20,000 children were transferred to Catholic and other
schools, the sum to be paid would be only £40,000, so that
a saving of £40,000 a year would be effected. This is only
an illustration, for a still greater saving might be effected.
See what this would do for the country. It would thenbe
possible to do a greatdeal for thedevelopment of thematerial
resources of the Colony by the saving certain to result froia
doing anact of justice and giving Catholics a portion, at
least, of what is due to them. There can be no doubt that
what Catholics ask for would lead to enormous economy.
This is a consideration that should be pressed upon public
attentionin season and out of season. The cause of justice,
policy,and economy demands this.

— In the second place, the
Bishop proved that the concession asked for by Catholics
wouldnot lead to the destruction of the national system of
education

— or, at all events, that it need not do so. In
England, Scotland, and Wales Catholic schools are subsi-
dised by the State ; neverthelefs, this does not destroy the
nationalsystem in these countries. In Ontario, and indeed
throughout the entireDominion of Canada,Catholic and all
other denominational schools are on a footing of equality
with public schools, andyet thepublic schools flourish. These
facts at once dispose of the groundless assertion that what
Catholics claim, if conceded, would destroypublic schools.
Exp rience inEngland proves such would not be the result.
ExperienceinCanada establishesthe same;and so thoroughly
persuaded are the Canadians of the soundness and wisdom
of their policy in this particular that they have embodied the
principle of equality as to all schools, public and denomi-
national, in theirConstitution,co thatnolegislature,Dominion
or Provincial, can make a law to repeal the School Act or
interfere inany way with the system which treats all these
schools on a footing of perfect equality. The assertion,
therefore, that aid to Catholic schools would inany wayhelp
to undermine the public school system is groundless, and
contrary to all our experience. People may rest assured
that much greater danger threatens the system from a
denial of justice than from such a concession as Catholics
demand. Inhis reply,the Bishop stated that in the coming
conflict between parties at the general election, Catholics
should be careful not to vote for any candidate who refuses to
pledge himself to support in Parliament their claimon this
question, no matter who or what these candidates might
otherwise be. We hope that Catholics will take the Bishop's
words to heart, and in every instance follow his wise advice.
To do otherwise would be to act foolishly and cowardly,
wouldbe a negation of principle, and the conduct of slaves,
of men who had lost their manhoodand qualified themselves
for slavery. But we have no fear on this head. We know
the Catholic bodywell,and are fullypersuaded that Catholics
throughout the entire country will do their duty to their
children, themselves, and the State.

OBJECTIONS.

N another column will be found Bishop Moran'B
reply to the address presented to him on Sunday
last by the congregationot St. Joseph's Cathe-
dral. In this reply the Bishop shows the in-
justice done to Catholics by the system of public
educationprevailingin NewZealand. Hepoints
out that Catholics, whilst contributing their fair

ihare of the funds devoted to this purpose,are shut out from
allparticipation in their expenditure. But this was not his
mainpoint, and, therefore, he only referred to it incidentally.
It was not then necessary to domore. On this pointBishop
Moran has discoursed and written for years, so that his
attitudeon the question, and his views and arguments are so
well known that more than an incidental allusion to them
was quite unnecessary. His main contentionon Sunday was
that whilst the aidingof Catholic schools out of public funds
wouldlead to considerable economy,doingso wouldnot, as is
contendedby some, lead to the destructionof our system of
public education. These are two important points, and for

We receive from Gore encouraging accounts of the progress the
Sisters of Mercy aTemaking there. Their school continues tobe well
attended, and their popularity among the children is very apparent.
The little onesquiteunderstand the interest taken in them by their
devoted teachers, and show themselves grateful for it in a manner
most creditable to them. In all the branches in which they are in-
structed by thenune, who are in every respect qualified for the task
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CENTURY.
PROGRESS AND JUSTICE INTHE NINETEENTH

The Catholics of New Zealand provide, nt their own sole
expense,an excelleut education for their ownchildren. Yet
such is the sense of justice and policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the freeand godlesseducationof otherpeople's
children!I! This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder.
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ytRTHUR M'DONALD AND CO.,
BOND AND CRAWFORD STREETS,

DUNED IN.

Buyers at Highest Prices of

RABBI T SKINS

Wool, Sheepskins, Horse-Hair, etc.

AGENTS FOR
Bjitbgate's Butter Preservative.

Jeye's Sheep Dip (non-poisonous),

FOR SALE.

AUCKLAND CATHOLIC REPOSITORY.
Established 1875.

This old established and well connected business doing a good
trade, and situated in WelJcsley street, one door from Queen street
(agood central position), is now offered forsale ss a going concern.

Full particularsmay be had, on application to the Proprietor,
J. W. DICKSON,

Wellesley St., Auckland.

"DARNELL DEFENCE FUND.
GORE.

Mr.Jamea Leach (per J. Holland), ... £0 10 0
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