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THE BLESSED CHANEL.
.

A TRIDUUM in honour of the marlyr of Fuotuna was calebrated at 8t,
Mary's Cathedral, 8ydpey,beginuin s on Sunday JApril 27, Thefollowing
is the report given by the Sydpney Freeman's Journal of the diecourses
delivered by Cardinal Moran and the Bishop of Maitland : —

The divcourse of the (ardinal wag, 10 a mauner of epeaking, the
key-note of the most interesting and impresaive eeries of sermons,
His Eminence briefly sketched the ife, and labours, an i characterisics
of the metk-manurred. courageous and devoted priest whu, after
labouring heroically amidst privations and perils innumerabls at
Futuea, finally met bis death in the w8t tragic manner at the hands
of the natives to whom in the fulfilment of hia self-sacrificing ms-
gion of peace and charity he had been preaching the gospel of Christ.
The Cardinal explained” that Father Chane! was onme of the little
band of Marist missionaries who in 1836 enrolled themsslves under
the banner of Immacnlate Mary belore the ltar at Foarvieres, in
Lyons, and registered a vow to conscerate their lives to God's service
in far-distant flelds of labour and sacrifice. Father Chanel and bis
comrades, who elected to go to the Bouth Sea Islands, took with them
little save their little crucifixes, a banner of Our Lady, and their
tosaries, and in these emblems of their faith they placed their hope
of subduing the pagan natives, cursed with all the worst vices of a
eavage race, and of winniog them over to the fold of Chrigt, Upon
the arrival of the little band of missionaries at their appoioted field
of 1~bour in " (he lovely islands set in the soft and sunoy waters of
the Pacific,” they were met with rebuffs by those im suthority, and
after bemng at first refused permission to carry on their mission, were
eventuslly allowed to proceed tu Wallis, which at that time was
known only for the savage hostility of the natives towards strangers,
Bome time before the arrival of Father Chanel an armed
expedition of Protestant missionaries had beenm massacred by the
natives at Wallis, Without the aid of arms or foree of any kind Father
Chanel won the friendship of the chieftan and the natives of Wallia
and Futuns, and though suffering many hardships, enjoyed an
immumty from personal violence, Father Chanel elecied to labour
at Futuna—a lonely man amidst a race of savaged—leaving his
brotber mieeionary at Walls, and at Futuna he lived for three Years,
making very few converts to Christianity, but at the same time
winmng the fricodly sympathies of the natives. Though the poor
wissionary was unable to make anything like progress io his work
of =vangelising the nativis—his converts in three years numberning
only four or five—the king professed to entertain a fesr that the
mi-sionary would sugceed in overthrowing their owa pagan religion,
and orders were given for the poor priest’s death, How the plous
missionary was attacked in his rude hut, and the seatence of the
king carried out with savage ferocity, was in a few pathetic words
told by the preacher. The death of the pioneer missionary of the
islands singularly enough was followed by results which afforded
strik'ng proof that in modern #s in ancieut times * the hlood
of martyrs is the seed of Christians,” Fatber Chanel's heraic labours
were rewarded by a golden harvest, for the whole of the native
inhabitants of Futuna and the nerghbouring islands, some 4000 ia
number, embraced the faith for whick Father Chanel had given his
blood. The Cardinal went on to show how a church had been ereated
on the apot consecrated by the martyrdom of Father Cbanel, and
mention was made of the circumstance thar ihe fonr natives who, in
the blind fury of their Paganism, were the instruments of the
martyr'a death, being converted to the faith, were among the moat
devoted workers in the building of the chapel. Ia couclusion, the
Cardinal said that all the Catholics tbrooghout Anstralasia would
rejoice with the Marist Falhera in celebrating the fesuval of one
who had nobly won the martyr's palm and crown, and who had
special titles to the veneration and affection of the members of the
Australisn Church, Assembled aroand the altar that day to pay
hemage for the first time to the saintly misgionary who hid now been
carolled among the glorious heavenly white-robed army, it was
fitting in Lifting up their hearts to God and seeking the intercession
of Immaculate Mary tha: they should seck also the intercession and
the blessing of the first holy martyr of the Southern Saas,

Bishop Murray, 10 the course of his discourse on Tuesday morn-
ing, sait that i coming from his diocese to participate tn the festival
he expericnced a twofold pleasure, for he he had come there not only
to pay homage to the Blessed Chanel but also to ahow his regard for
the cevoted Marst Fathers, and to testify, as ke conld from some 24
years' experieace, to the great and far-reaching good that bad re-
sulted from their unsurpassebly zealous and sell-gacrificing labours in
the cause of religion and Catholic education. He had been privileged
with a brother Australian Bisbop, Dr, Corbett, to be present in Rome
at the beautitul and imposing ceremenies in connection with the
Beatification of the saint acd hero whom the Marist Fathers by the
best and dearest of titles couwld probably claim aa their own; and
this fact intensified bis sense of coneolation and gratification in being
permitied {o take an humble part here in Australia in the calebration
of that holy and memorable event, He tejorced that one of the
saintiy Marist Missionaries had been rasei to the honours of the
aliar, and he was sure that in expressing this feeling of gratifieation
he could speak not only in his own name, but on bebalf of the
Cardioal-Archbishop, and;the whole hierarchy and priesthood of Aus-
tralaaia, and, indeed, on behalf of all the members of the Chureh in
this part of the world, The Marist Fathers had won Lhe affaction
and gratitude of the bishops, priests, and people, and be was glad
that ao appropiate opportunity had been afforded him 1o bear testi-
mony to the valoe and frmitfelness of their labours, and to give ex-
pression to the admiration he had so long entertained towards this
devoted body of missionaries, e well remembered 1he troduciion
of the Marist Fathera to that important distriet, and be had beep
B witness to the perfect fulfilment of the pious hopes of the
Venerable Archdeacon M‘Encros, to whom tihe peopie  of
Bydney owed the blessing of the presence of the Rathers
in their midst. He was himself uader heavy obhgalions of gratiiude
to tbe Marist Fathers, He couldnever forget the mission conducted 1n

)

his diocese for three monthe in 1868 by the saintly Father Mounier,
the blessed froita of which remamed to the present day, As all
present well knew, the Mariste had laboured with great bersism in
the southern islaods, in which s0 many of their names wera held in
benedic ion. He bad oever had an opporunity of witnessing the
wondlerful results of the labours of the Father~in those istand missions,
but he bope i in a few montha to visit one of the specinl fizl 8 of their
holy and sucecessful labours. [t would doubil-ss int 1est all who bad
taken part in thyt glorious fastival to know that preparations were
being made for a festival of 8 somewhat similar character in the
wland with whichthe Bleesed Coanel was 1n an especial minner
ideatified. A number of prelates and priests, with rhe Cardingl Arch-
bishop at their bead, intended in September next visiting the 1sland
of Futuna wiih the obj et of hononring the martyr’s memory on the
very apot consecrated by bis holy deatk, He hoped to be privileged
to join in that demonstration of veneration, and in paying homage to
the Blessed Chanel at the scene of his martyrdom, he (the bishop)
need hardly say, they would invoke his blessing on the whole Ans-
tralian Church and on the Iabours both of priests and people through-
out the colonies, In conclusion, the preacher said that he knew no
more effectusl way of showing their veneration for the Blessed Chanel
and of procuring the blessing of his interzession in Heaven than by
imitating the saintly mano now elevated to the glorious army of
martyrs 1 his devotion to the Blessed Virgin and in hia daily practice
of the recital of the Holy Rosary.

o ——

THE ORATOR,
—_———

TurNING from the Press to the orator, the other great instrument in
the overflow of words, it is to be obeerved that the amount of speech-
making on all sorts of cceasions and all kinds of subjects has iucreased
bayond the fashion of former times in nearly the same ratio as the
outpeuring of the Prese. For thig, indeed, the Press is largely respon-
gible. The custom of reporting, after some fashion, speeches the most
ordinary and commonplace, & weariness often to the hearers and of
no jnterest to anybody else, has set thousands of tongues a-wagging
for the glory of getilag into prins. They are reported, not beciuse
they are of any importance, but because the daily necessity for
material to fill up the newspapers is often urgent, and must be sap-
plied from all available quarters,at whatever expense of dnllness or
inaccoracy, when more interesti \g news dors not transpire,

But the same influence that has so stimulated oratory and in-
creaged its volume hus at the same time dimiaighed its qnality by
destroying its best eloment, The newepaper Press has turned

the orator into an essayist, and usually a dull essayst,
at that, The essence of a pgood specch upon ordinary
occasiond is its adaptation to the tone and spirit of toe

surrounding atmesphere—ita sympathetie touch with its hearera—the
indescribable magnetism born of time, place, circumstavee and per-
sonality—the charm of utterance—the inspiration of the hour. Fox’s
remark, that if a speech reads well it was oot & good cne, had great
trath in the day when speeches were spceches, and not essays. The
speaker nowadays cannot address himself to bis andience ; he must
barangue Christendom through the next morning's papers ; he is
weighted all the time with the thought of how what be says will bo
made to read, and what will bae said of it. The unhappy orater who,
ignorant or forgetful of the presence of reporters, and reheved of the
inenbus of their anticipated butchery, takes hia tone from the occasion,
loses for the time tbe painful self-consciousness which 1s the baus of
public speaking, and speaks naturally, casily, and perhaps with feel-
ing and earnestaess the words that ate given him, may make, 8o far
ad his immediate andience is concerned, a most suacessful and felici-
tous deliverance— quite the next best thing to silence, But the
blood will ran cold at the travesty that will appear next day in print,
when a reporter’s misunderstanding of it has beea condensed into
reporters’ English, Its wit,its humour, ite point, its effectivenass, its
eloguence, if it chanced to 1isc 8o high, have all disappeated, and in
their place comes a disjointed and incoherent jumble of platitudes,
expreased in the worst possible language. So, to avoid being thus
made ridicalous, he must write oub and recite ap article thut he can
give a copy of to * the Prees.” Nothing can be more unlikel tban an
essay for publication and a specch, which, to meet the requirementa
of common occasions, shouid in a vreat measure be extemporaneous,
at least in ils language. The article may read fairly well ; as & speech
it is prosy aud artificial, wearisome to the hearers, and wichout
immediate effect.—Seribner's Magazine.

Yellow has the effect of senlight in gloomy rooms,
of thecor ners and the room will take care of itself.
YYER8 AND (0., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street. They
guaraitee highest clags work at moderate fees, Their artificial teetb
gives general satisfaction, and the fact of them supplying a tem.
porary denture while the gume are healing does away with the
inconvemence of being months without teeth., They manufacture a
single artificial tooth for Ten Bhillings, and sets equally moderate
The administration of nitrous oxide gas ia aleo a great boon to those
ueeding the extriction of a tooth. Read—.{abnvr,]

Female Pooh Bahs are not entirely among what © Jeemes
Yollewplnst " called the '*’igher succles” of England, In a Lon-
don weekly paper an unknown woman denounces a countess who
advertisea that ahe is willing to present Am ricans at court and to
society generally dunng the coming Liondon season, in consi leration
of the sum of 5000dols. paid in advanes. The paper saya this lady
should be rechrislened ths Aristocratic Jiremy Ihddler, and trusts
that few Eoglish ladies will consent to receive Awmcricains thus
chaperoned. Tt is denied that the Copntess 18 lady Str.dor ke ore
of the writera on the staff of the Noerld, of wiich Kdmupd Yates ig
the proprietor. and the mother of the seconder of the Address (o tha
Throre in the House of Commons at the re-opening of Parliament,

Take care



