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attention was attracted by the sight of & borseman approaching the
house. Jim had been away for two days and a night, and she was
expecting him home before sundown, As the horseman came nearer
a nervons agitation affected Hilary so that her hand trembled and
her [ace tarned ashy pale. There could be but one horseman like
that, but one form and face stamped so indelibly npon her mind.

Bhe was powerless to move, and when Mr. Dawson reached her
side she was unable to ntter a word. Bhe looked and felt like a con-
demned criminal befors ber judge.

“ 1t is  fine day, Mre. Benson, for thia kind of work,” remarked
ihe horseman with & pecnliar ring in his voice that irritated Hilary.

“I'm not Mrs, Benson,” Hilary blarted out without raising
hor eyes. * I'm simply Hilary —Hilary Benson, Jim's sister,”

* 8o I have been told since I left you,” replied Mr. Dawson, with
au increaged ring of sarcasm in his voice. ‘* You didn’t do me the
kindness to apprse me of that fact when I was here before, Bat
then your other act of kindness——"

He paused, but Hilary did not move or speak,

“ 1 bave been out to see my purchase,” he began, abraptly.

Another panse, bat still no movement from Hilary,

“ 1 was quite surprised at it. If I had known the nature of ihe
land beforehand I would have been wise to have taken a boat with
me. A beautiful lake of muddy water covers the most of it, smr-
rounded by picturesque banks of coarse saw grass, while delightful,
lagoons and marshy flata cover the rest of the section. When I gat
my house buiit on the shores of the lake I shall be pleased to have
you come out and inspect the place. It wonld be a refreshing sight
to you and your brother, I'm sure ™

Humman naturé could stand no more, and Hilary, stung to the
very heart by these remarks, gave a half-smothered sob or two, and
then lost complete control of her feelinga.

A gight of a pretty woman in tears will melt even the hardest
hesrt, and Mr, Daweon, after biting his lips once or twice, dismonn-
ted from hig borse, and apologised for hia words.

“ No—no—I don't want any apolcgy,” sobbed Hilary.
deserve 1t—it was all my fauit—Jim was innocent, but I—~I——""

Bhe paused and looked up at her companion with her innocent
eyes, now clouded with tears, and eaid, appealingly :

* Bat it was all a migtake. I thought you were being decsived,
and I tried to warn you, Buat—but—I was wrong,”

It took some time for her to tell the story intelligently ; but
when she had finally made her companion believe it his old-time
admiration for her returned in donble force, Hilary was certainly
beauiiful, with ber tear-stained cheeka and bright eyes, and thare wasg
something so bewitching and fascinating about her innocent, un-
guarded manner, that Mr. Dawson was bardly accountable for the
act which followed,

When Jim returned he found the two langhing and chatting in
the most covfidential way—a familiarity that struck him as being
rather pecnliar.

Hilary didn't have the courage to tell her brother abount ber part
of the land transfer ; but Mr, Dawson kindly took the barden npon
his own shoniders, and related the whole incident as s good joke,
Jim listened, siarted, stared at bis s.ster, and then remarked, with a
withering glance at ber :

“ That's jes’ hke a woman,
business,”

Hilary begged his pardon and forgiveness for donbting his honasty
when Jim gave with his rugged promptness. The three then lasghed
over the matter, and equared up the transaction in this way. Jim
peid half the cost of the laad, Mr, Dawson the other half, and the
two then deeded he poor section over to Hilary as her wedding
dower,

8o Hilary became the possessor of a large iract of worthless
Florida land, with innumerable lakes, swamps, lagoors and marshes
scattered plentifuily over it.
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They don't know nothin' 'bount

Mr, Michael William Balfe, son of the compoeger, ia in a state of
distress, A fond s being raised to enable him to uiilise certain
inveotions of his own which will, it is gaid, secure him a livelikood.

The Weatern Anstralia Bill is bardly among the most credit-
able of the Government's actions, Iostead of leaving it to a
Selegt Committea to consider whether or not a territory about the size
of British India shall be handed over to a population coinsiderably
inferior to that of North Pancras, the Government should
bave decided the question for themeelves, and decided it 1n
the negative. If the few inbabitants of Perth and the other coast
villages on the western seaboard of Australia want respoaosibie
government, wa suppose—being Englshmen of adult age—they are
entitled to kave it, But no valid reason, except one,
has been given why they and their posterity should be
endowed with the area of balf a contineat which they could not
govern, if goverpment wers npeeded, anl have pot so much as
explored. The one argument in favour of this superflucne generosity
to a bandful of settiers, at the expense of the Empire, is that
Australian feeling expects it. This in plain words meins that the
Colonial Office has allowed itsell to be boanced by the tall talk of
the politicians of Vietoria, New South Wales, and Queenslan-,
We yield to no one in admiration for the high qaalities of
thosa colonistz; but it is ridiculous to say that tney would
have & substantial grievavce il for the present the Western
territory were roserved for the Bopire. As it 18, the
Imperial Government wiil reserve to itself the right of vetoing acy
ptatute directed against free immigration which the Colonial Legie-
lature may pses, and will keep in its own hanle a slice «f the
northern territory, If we can interfera to this extent with the inde-
pendence and sovereign powers of this infant State, we might as well
go further, and keep it cut of its vast unoecupied eatate ull it is a
little nearer maturity. At any rate it may be hoped that the Select
Commiites will see to it that a site near King George's Bound ig re.
served for an Iaperial garrison and an Imperial naval station.—St,
James's Gazelte,
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THERE is snother reason why Catholics, and especially Catholie
writers ia this country, shonld stadiously acquaint themselvea with
the teachinge of the Church on the subjects to which we are referring.
These sebjects are practically ¢ burning " guestions of the day. They
cannot be negiected or ignoted. Thay are coming cobatantly to the
front, and imperatively demanding right anawers and jast, practical

solutions, If the solation given be the right one our country will

continue to prosper, and its people will continue to be at peace

with themselves; oor free insiitotions will continue; our

government, with ita safegnards for personal rights and freedom,
will continwe. Bat if the practical solution be wroag, there is
peril impending and closs at hand, plainly visible to every

thonghtful, diseerning eye, of eocial disordera, confusion and
ennvalsion, the thought of which must fill with horror every true
lover of our coantry, its institutions and its welfare.

Oatholics are an integral part of the populstion of our country.
They are daily becoming & more numerous #nd more infloental part.
They have a common interest, along with other citizens, in the peace,
the proaperity, tha welfare of our couatry, They are lovers of our
country, deeply attached to ita iostitutionsand ite government, warm
and earneet snpporters of them, None are more so. Motives of
patriotism, therefore, as well as regard for the interests of true
religion, demand that Catholics, and eepecially Catholic editors and
writers, thoroughly acquaint themeelves with the teachings of the
Church on thoge subjects and strictly follow that teaching.

Lf arother reason were wanting, it wonld be found in this: The
Church ia especiajly concerned for the poor. ¥ The poor bave the
Gospel preached to them,” The Church has been the guardian and
defender of the poor in all ages, Sheis this to-day, and ever will be,
Therefore, if Catholic editors and writers are, and are resolved to con-
tinmed faithful children and members of the Church, they mnst have
like epacial consideration for the poor, 1t is the poor who sell their
Iabour to those Wwuo are more wealthy, It is the poor who are
employés of the employers. Unhappily, contentions and strife too
often arisa between the twoclasses, Their respective interests, which
cught to ba harmoniouns, are almosl constantly now made antagonistic,
Throngh these sntagoniems, disorders acd tumulta arise, injurionsly
affecting the gocd order and peace of society, and destroying the good
will and mutaal cooperation which ought 1o exist between all, irres-
pective of their occupations, purseits, social position, and peconiary
circumstances.

It is the imperatire duty of Catholic editors and writera to
penetrate into and thoroughly understand the causes of this unhappy
s'ate of things. 1t is their office to instruct both employers and
employés a8 to their mutual relations and their respective rights and
duties, and the limitations of their rights. If either employers or
employes overstep their rights, or are derelict as to their daties, it ia
the duty of Catholic editors and writers to speak out plainly and
courageoualy, yet pradently, and to rebuke whosoever is in the
wrong. This duty is all the more imperative, because wherever the
antagonisms to which we are referring arise, and whatever be their
immediate outcoms, and whoever be in the wrong, itis the poor who
invariably suffer.

Nor are Catholic editors and writers without sufficient guides to
enable them safely, prudently, and efficiently to perform this most
usefvl snd most 1umportant work. Eminent and approved Catholie
theologians have lucidly written on these subjects; pre-eminent
among them all, 8. Thomas Aquinas, If Catholic editors and
writers have not aceess to his works, or bis principal works, in the
original texts, they can sindy them through the mediumof approved
English translators and commentators, The encyclicals, ton, of our
Hoiy Father Leo XUIL. are inexhaustible storehouse of instruction
oa these subjects,

The next characteristic of a true Catholic wewspaper which
naturally now comes under consideration, though not in the order in
which we stated it, is the regard which Catbolic newspapers, in their
defence of the dgctrines of the Church, show for that moderation
and charity which our Holy Father and the Plenary Council of
Baltimore declare should characterise a trne Cathclie newspaper.
Too often all of us, with very few exceptions, forget the maxim,
Suaviter in medo, fortiter in 7e, Too often we return railing by
railing, and deal in bitter invectives, when a more gourteous manner
and a gentler spirit would be much more effective, as well as more
consonant with Christian charity.

Then, too, before wo leave thia point, we cacnot but advert to
the flagrant violations of the injunctions of cur Holy Father Leo
XIIL., and of the Council of Baltimore, by Catholic newspapers in
their controversics with one another. On such occasions, and about
maiters copcerning which there is ample room for difference of
opinion, Catholic newspapers too of.en exhibit aspirit of bitterness
that would be ntterly indefenrible if indulged in towards even the
most malevolent defamer of our holy religion. Whet an occasion
for acorn ali this furnishes to the enemies of our holy religion, and
how disedifying it ia toreaders of thess newspapers, it is needless
for us to say. . .

Thera is, certainly, great need for Catholic newspapers guarding
themselves apainst the spirit of envy, jealousy, and sslfish rivalry,
and cultivating that epirit of mutual consideration and mutual co-
oper tion snd union which our Holy Father and the third Council of
B Jtimore bave so'emnly enjoined them to cherish,

The second test by which the true Catbolic newspaper is recog-
vised is its publishing news respecting the Church and all that per-
taing to her condition and progress at home and sbroad. Oor
COatholic newspapers differ, as might be expeeted, with regard to the
degree in which they fulfil this requirement, some of them paying
far more attention to it than do others, Yet this difference, we ar¢




